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ADVERTISING SECTION

IWiUTiainYan 
at Home to 
Bigjfyjobl

It’s a shame for you to earn $15 or $20 or $30 
a week, when in the same six days as an 
Electrical Expert you could make $70 to $200 
“ and do it easier—not work half so hard. Why then 
remain in the small-pay game, in a line o f work that 
offers no chance, no big promotion, no big income? Fit 
yourself for a real job in the great electrical industry. 
I ’ll show you how.

L. L. COOKE  
Chief Engineer

Look W hat These Cooke 
Trained Men are Earning

Makes $700 in 24 
Days in Radio

“ Thanks to  your interest- 
mg- Course I made over $700 
in 24 days in Radio. O f 
course, this is a little above 
the average but I run from 
$10 to $40 clear profit every 
day; you can see what your 
training has done form e.”  

FRED G. McNABB,
848 Spring St.,Atlanta,Ga.
$70 to  $80 a W e ek

fo r  Jacquot
“ Now I am specializing in 
auto electricity and battery 
work and make from $70 
to $80 a week and am just 
getting started. I don’t be
lieve there is another school in the world like yours. Your lessons are a real joy to study.”  

ROBERT JACQUOT.
2005 W. Colorado Ave., 

Colorado Springs. Colo.
$20 a Day fo r  

Schreck
“ Use my name as a refer
ence and depend on me as a 
booster. The biggest thing 
I ever did was answer your 
advertisement. I am aver
aging better than $500 a 
month from my own busi
ness now. I used to  make 
$18 a week.”

A. SCHRECK, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

$3500 A  Year  
m  For B eckett

“ When I began with you I 
was just a common laborer, 
going from one job  to 
another, working for  any
thing! could get, and that 
wasn’t much. Now my sal
ary is $3,500 a year and the 
Company furnishes me 
with an automobile.”

C. O. BECKETT,
108 Maple Heights, 
New Lexington, Ohio

Be an Electrical Expert
Earn $3*50Q to  $10,000 a Year
Today even the ordinary Electrician 
—the “ screw driver”  kind—is mak
ing money—big money. But it’s the 
trained man— the man who knows 
the whys and wherefores o f Electri
city— the Electrical Expert—who is 
picked out to “ boss”  the ordinary 
Electricians—to boss the Big Jobs— 
the jobs that pay $3,500 to $10,000 a 
Year. Get in lineforoneof these “ Big 
Jobs.”  Start by enrolling now for my 
easily learned, quickly grasped,right- 
up-to-the-minute, Spare-Time Home- 
Study Course in Practical Electricity.

A ge or L ack o f Experience  
No D raw back

You don’ t have to be a College Man; 
you don’t have to be a High School 
Graduate. As Chief Engineer of the 
Chicago Engineering Works, I know 
exactly the kind o f training you need 
and I will give you that training. My 
Course in Electricity is simple, thor
ough and complete and offers every 
man, regardless o f age, education or 
previous experience, the chance to 
become, in a very short time, an 
“ Electrical Expert,”  able to make 
from $70 to $200 a week.
No E xtra Charge fo r Electrical 

W o rk in g  O u tfit
With me, you do practical work— at 
home. You start right in after your 
first few lessons to work at your pro
fession in the regular way and make 
extra money in your spare time. For 
this you need tools, and I give them 
to you— 5 big complete working 
outfits, with tools, measuring 
instruments and a real elec
tric motor.

Y ou r Satisfaction Guaranteed
So sure am I that you can learn Elec
tricity— so sure am I that after studying 
with me, yous too, can get into the big 
money”  class m  Electrical work, that I will 
guarantee under bond to return every single 
penny paid me in tuition, if, when you have 
finished my Course, you are not satisfied it 
was the best investment you ever made. And 
back o f  me in my guarantee, stands the Chi
cago Engineering Works, Inc., a two million 
dollar institution, thus assuring to every stu
dent enrolled, not only a wonderful training 
in Electricity, but an unsurpassed Student 
Service as well.
G et Started N o w  — Mall Coupon
I want to send you my Electrical Book 
and Proof Lessons, both Free. These cost you 
nothing and you’ ll enjoy them. Make the 
start today for a bright future in Electricity. 
Send in Coupon— NOW.
L. L . COOKE, Chief Instruction Engineei

L. L. COOKE SCHOOI 
OF ELECTRICITY

2X50 Lawrence  
A v . Chicago

L. L.C00KE, The Man 
Dept. 72 Who Makes 

2150 Lawrence “ Big-Pay”  
Ave., Chicago Men

Send me at once without obliga
tion your big illustrated book ar.d 

complete details o f your Home Study 
Course in Electricity, including your 

Outfit and employment service offers.

ik e  'Cooke Trained M an is  the B ig Pay 'iMan Occupation......
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M ystery! The inevitable, subtle and deadly modern methods of crime detection— that i* 
what Howard Fielding has brought out in his new novel, “ The Dark Policeman,”  to be  
published next week in TH E  PO P U LAR . Don’t miss this absorbing sto ry ! Next week—  
February 11th.

Volume L X X X V III Number 6

L'itle Regietered U. S. Patent Office.

The entire contents o f this magazine are protected by copyright, and must not be reprinted without the publishers' permission.

C O N T E N T S  FOR F E B R U A R Y  4, 1928

COVER D ESIG N L A U R E N C E  H E R N D O N

T H E  CR YST A L  IN T R IG U E  R O B E R T J. P E A R SA L L
A  Complete Novel

A  rebellious intrigue in early California.

T W O  S E A T S  ON T H E  A IS L E  FRED  MacISAAC
A  Short Story

How a theatrical press-agent stunt double-crossed itself.

T H E  GOOD SPIRIT O F U N C L E  B IL L Y  A. M. CH ISH OLM
A  Short Story

An old-timer’s narrowest escape in the Indian days.

T H E  H E A D F IR ST  FOOL H O LM A N  D A Y
In Four Parts— Part II

Border smuggling tackled by a dare-devil deputy.

S A L V A G E
A  Short Story

The Opportunist takes advantage o f  a most unusual opportunity.

ROY N O RTON

H A Y W IR E
In Five Parts— Part IV 

Lynn goes in for sheep.

B. M. B O W E R

JIM M Y F R E E R  S W E E T E N S  ’EM  U P W IL L IA M  H E M M IN G W A Y
A  Short Story

A  two-fisted collegian in a corrupted lumber camp.

B U N C H ES OF LILIE S M ARK REED
A Short Story

Bang! Smash! That was how this boxer answered his malicious opponents.

A CH AT W I T H  YOU T H E  EDITOR

1

40

53

67

88

100

120

129

142

Weekly publication issued by Street & Smith Corporation, 79-89 Seventh Avenue, New York. Ormond O. Smith, 
President - George C. Smith, Vice President and Treasurer; George C. Smith, Jr., Vice President; Ormond V. Gould, Secretary. 
Copyright, 1927 by Street & Smith Corporation, New York. Copyright. 1927, by Street & Smith Corporation, Great Britain. 
Entered as Second-class Matter. September 20. 1909, at the Post Office at New York. N. Y .. under Act of Congress of 
March 3, 1879. Canadian Subscription, $7.50 Foreign, $8.50.

We do not hold ourselves responsible for the return of unsolicited manuscripts.
A ll manuscripts must be addressed to the Editors.

Y E A R L Y  S U B S C R IP T IO N . $6.00 S IN G L E  C O P Y , IS C E N T S



ADVERTISING SECTION

T Will Train You To Get Into
ELECTRICITY

I n  12 W e e k s  ** On Actual Electrical M achinery"
Don’ t Waste Your LiSe In 

a Hopeless Job
Don’ t spend your life waiting for $5 raises 
In a dull, hopeless job. Let me show you how 
<o qualify for jobs leading to salaries o f  $50, 
$60 and up, a week, in Electricity — NOT by 
correspondence, but by an amazing way to 
teach, that makes you a practical expert in 
!0 days! Getting into Electricity is far easier 
than you imagine l

Lack oS Experience 
Bars No One

Any number o f students enter my school know
ing no more about electricity than an infant. 
And yet they graduate and go right out in the 
field and get electrical jobs leading to big pay.

Advanced Education 
Not Necesssary

My method o f  training enables you to catch 
on instantly even though you have only had 
«  common school education, without the use o f 
dry "books. You don’t need advanced educa
tion to understand electricity the way I train.

Don’t W orry About Age
Don’ t worry about your age. Plenty o f  men 
who' never succeeded until late in life. This 
may be just the field you were cut out for.

Earn W hile You Learn
If you should need part time work, I ’ ll assist

"My Course Includes Training In
_Airplane ~Electricity

N ot a  Correspondence Sshool
V I I  Y ?  Electrical 

V  V  I  I t  L  SCHOOL
H . C. LEWIS, Pres.. Dept. 2S.g5 -E s t .  1899

SOOS, Paulina St.,Chicago

you in getting ft, i f  you will just write and 
tell me your circumstances. Many o f  my stu
dents pay all their living expenses through 
part time jobs secured by Coyne.

Actual Electrical 
Machinery

You work on real live electrical machinery, 
building real batteries, winding real armatures, 
operating real motors, dynamos and genera
tors, wiring real houses.

Prepare for  Jobs 
Like These —

Armature Expert—$50  a W eek  and up  
Substation Operator—$65 a W eek  

Inventor—Unlimited 
Auto Electrician- $60 a W eek and up 

Maintenance Engineer — $60a W eekand up 
Service Station Owner—$60 a W eek and up 

Radio Expert—$60 a W eekand  up

New $2,000,000 School
We are now in our new, fireproof, modern 
school wherein is installed thousands o f  dol
lars worth o f  the newest and most modern 
electrical equipment o f  all kinds.

The Greatest Industry
Electricity Is THE FIELD. It is  one o f  the 
youngest. Every day sees an increase in its 
use. It holds the greatest future. The young 
man o f  today who gets into Electricity lays 
the cornerstone for lasting success—prosperity.

Thorough Training
My training is so thorough that ypu will be 
able to step out and get a job leading to big 
pay. Hundreds o f  Coyne graduates testify as 
to the thoroughness o f  my course and that 
i f  it hadn’t been for this thoroughness, they 
never would’ve been able to have held their jobs.

Fascinating Method 
o f Learning

Maybe you don’t think this method o f  train
ing isn’t fascinating. The instructor showsSou how to do job No. 1. Then you do it. Then 

e shows you how to do job No. 2. Then you 
do it. After while you’re building real bat
teries that generate real juice; you wind 
real armatures that actually work and you 
do complete house wiring jobs.

Every Possible Kind 
o f Assistance

My organization is so thorough that you get 
every possible kind o f  assistance. We secure 
a clean room for you at the lowest rates. The 
welfare department looks after your comfort.

A Big 56 Page Book FREE!
Coyne is your one great chance to  get into 
electricity. Every obstacle is removed. This 
school is 28 years old—Coyne training is tested 
— proven beyond all doubt— endorsed by 
many large electrical concerns. You can find 
out everything absolutely free. Simply mail 
the coupon and let me send you the big, 
FREE Coyne Book.

N o t a  Correspondence 
School but An Institution 
To Which You Come for

P ra ctica l ‘T rain in g
on Real Electrical Machinery

r$To

Send Sor FREE Book! _
■ COYNE ELECTRICAL SCHOOL, Dept 28-85
® H. C. Lewis, Pres. 500 S. Paulina St., Chicago, III.
■  Dear Mr. Lewis: Without obligation send me your big free 
H catalog and all details of Free Employment Service, Radio 
™ and Automotive Courses that are included and how many 
I  “ earn while learning.’ ’ I understand I will not be bothered 
p  by any salesman.

*  Name---------------------------------- -------------------------------------------■
fl Address---------- ---------------------------------------------------------- --

5  Citu---------------- ------------------------------------- State----------------

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisemeols
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' I '  H E R E  is silence in the room. The 
man who is reading in the com

fortable chair by the fireplace does not 
lift his head from the book. Through 
the half-opened window there comes 
now and then the distant wailing o f a 
train, the sound o f some belated auto
mobile on the highroad, neighbors down 
the street calling good night.

So still and peaceful is this room, so 
quiet this reader, that one would never 
dream that in this very place there are 
wild alarms and excursions, that here 
indeed is the soul and center o f high 
adventure.

To be sure, the desperate clash of 
armed men, the headlong pursuit o f 
lovely maidens, ships foundering under 
heavy seas, horses thundering across the 
desolations o f prairie land— all these 
exciting events are taking place in the 
active imagination o f the inactive figure 
in the armchair. But to him, for the 
moment, they are reality itself. And 
that is the charm and the abiding lure 
o f good fiction, that it can take a man 
or woman away from the routine o f 
everyday surroundings and transport 
him or her to magic realms.

No one, no matter how sophisticated, 
how apparently unmoved by sentiment 
or emotion, can withstand this lure. The 
delights o f a well-told story are dem
ocratic. They are shared by all sorts

and varieties o f people, in all walks o f 
life.

Bankers and bricklayers, miners and 
manufacturers, Mrs. Vanderpoel of 
Park Avenue and Mrs. Higgins o f 
Peoria, revel alike in the swift-moving 
stories told them by the masters o f 
American fiction.

In New York, in a large building just 
beyond the edge o f romantic Greenwich 
Village, is the clearing house for fiction 
that is typically American. One o f the 
oldest and best-established publishing 
concerns in the country, Chelsea House, 
at 79 Seventh Avenue, New York City, 
is recognized from coast to coast as 
Good Reading Headquarters. Here
with are some o f its very latest offers:

O  trance T imber, an Adventure Story, by 
Joseph Montague. Published by Chelsea 

House, 79 Seventh Avenue, New Y ork 'C ity, 
Price 75 cents.

“ Sam Strong came riding down the tide and 
yelled his message plain,

‘Go to it, boys! No jackstraw pile can best 
the men o f Maine!

‘Go to it, boys! No jackstraw pile can best 
the men o f  M aine!’ ”

On this crashing refrain o f the deep-chested 
lumberjacks opens a story whose range 
swings from the Northland forests and the 
wind-swept dunes o f the little sea village 
o f Truro, down to the heat and clamor o f 
a South American revolution.

Continued on 2nd page following 
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“Put Wagner on the Job!”
‘ ‘I ’ve been planning to promote him at the first 

opportunity. And now it’s here. Watson hasn’t been 
showing the interest in this business that I hoped he 
would and he’s got to step down. Wagner, on the 
other hand, has been studying in spare time, with 
the International Correspondence Schools. They’ve 
been sending me his reports and I want to tell you 
he’s doing fine. I ’ve been watching him and he’s 
ready. Put him in Watson’s place and give him full 
charge of the department. And tell the cashier to 
see me about his salary.”

Great news for Wagner. Too bad about W at
son. But what can you expect?

When an executive hires a man or when he pro
motes a man, he can’t afford to take chances. It’s 
to his advantage to stand back of the man he feels 
sure will make good.

Suppose he has to choose between two men— one 
who is studying in his spare time and one who is 
not?

Isn’t it natural to suppose that the ambitious man 
will be given the preference? It surely is! Recent 
events have proved it.

Our investigations show that the I. C. S. man is 
the first to be put on and the last to be discharged. 
Indeed, the thing that held the jobs of many men 
during the business depression was the fact that 
they were studying with the I. C. S.

For 35 years, the International Correspondence 
Schools have been helping men to win promotion 
and more money— to have happy, prosperous homes 
— to know the joy of getting ahead in business 
and in life.

No matter where you live, the I. C. S. will come to 
you. No matter what your handicaps or how small

your means, we have a plan to meet your circum
stances. No matter how limited your previous 
education, the simple, practical, wonderfully-illus
trated I. C. S. lessons make it easy for you to learn.

All that we ask is this:—
Just mark and mail the coupon printed below, 

and without obligation or a penny of cost, let us 
send you the story of what the International Corre
spondence Schools can do for you.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  CO R R E S P O N D EN C E  SCHOOLS
“ The Universal University’ *

Box 2 0 6 9 -B , Scranton, Penna.
Without cost or obligation, please send me a copy of your book

let, “ Who W ins and W hy,”  and full particulars about the subject 
before,which I  have marked X  in the list below:

B U S IN E S S  T R A IN IN G  COURSES
□  industrial Management
□  Personnel Management
□  Traffic Management
□ Business Law
□ Accounting and C.P.A. Coaching
□  Cost Accounting
□ Bookkeeping
□ Secretarial Work
J  Spanish □  French
□  Salesmanship

□ Advertising
□  Business Correspondence
□ Show Card and Sign Lettering
□ Stenography and Typing
□  English
□  Civil Service
□ Railway Mail Clerk
□  Common School Subjects
□  High School Subjects
□  Illustrating □  Cartooning

T E C H N IC A L  A N D  IN D U S T R IA L  COURSES
□  Electrical Engineering
□  Electric Lighting
□  Mechanical Engineer
□  Mechanical Draftsman
□  Machine Shop Practice
□  Railroad Positions
□  Gas Engine Operating
□  Civil Engineer8 Surveying and Mapping 

Metallurgy and Mining 
□  Steam Engineering

Name......................................

Architect 
Architects' Blueprints 
Contractor and Builder 
Architectural Draftsman 
Concrete Builder 
Structural Engineer 
Chemistry □  Pharmacy 
Automobile Work 

□ Airplane Engines 
Agriculture □  Navigation 
Mathematics □  Radio

Street Address....................................................................................................

City..........................................................................State..................................

Occupation...........................................................................................................
Persons residing in Canada should send this coupon to the Interna
tional Correspondence Schools Canadian, Limitedt Montreal,  Canada

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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And, indeed, nothing did best the men o f 
Maine, ashore or on the high seas. Their 
battles, and the struggle o f  their leader to 
success and the winning o f the love o f  a girl 
o f  exceptional beauty and vitality, are ele
ments in a story that is one o f the best that 
has come from Mr. Montague’s talented pen. 
Your dealer has “ Strange Timber.”  Ask him 
for it on your way home to-night if you 
want to spend one of the most adventurous 
evenings o f  your life.

nPH E T hunderbolt’s Jest, a Detective 
Story, by Johnston McCulley. Published 

by Chelsea House, 79 Seventh Avenue, New 
York City. Price 75 cents.

“ Alias the Thunderbolt”  made a hit with 
the reading public as sure and direct as the 
lightning from which its hero took his name. 
There arose instant demands for further 
chronicles o f the adventures o f  John Flatch- 
ley and his faithful coworker, the ugly but 
dependable Mr. Saggs. And here, in “ The 
Thunderbolt’s Jest,” is the thrilling answer to 
these demands. Once more we follow Flatch- 
ley and Saggs through a series o f amazing 
adventures; once more we watch the cul
tured clubman change into the swift avenger 
who strikes terror to the hearts of cunning 
rogues—and then change back again. W c 
can forgive the Thunderbolt his peculiar 
methods because he steals, not for the love of 
it, nor is he a criminal at heart.. Why this 
man o f  means should steal, why he should 
resort to the ways o f the denizens o f the 
■underworld, is revealed for those who have 
not met the Thunderbolt before in this' grip
ping romance. O f course, if you already know 
the. Thunderbolt, you will want to: know him 
even better, and now Mr. McCulley gives 
you the long-awaited opportunity.

' | ' hf. Flying Coyotes, a Western Story, 
by Raymond S. Spears. Published by 

Chelsea House, 79 Seventh Avenue, New 
York City. Price 75 cents.

Strange are the motives which animate the 
heart o f  an outlaw! Unexpectedly the good 
which is in the worst o f us comes to the sur
face, and the bad man becomes an ally to 
the forces o f  law and order. Such was the 
case with “ Short Joe” Fitzgammon, a mem
ber o f the hard-riding, straight-shooting, 
“Flying Coyotes,” a band o f outlaws who 
long had terrorized peaceful citizens. One 
can well imagine the amazement of the sher
iff when Short Joe stepped off his motor 
cycle and told him that he wanted to join 
the sheriff in hunting down members of the 
band o f which his father had been a leader. 
There follows adventure aplenty, and there 
is a love story, too— one o f the sort that 
is all too rare these days.

“ The Flying Coyotes” is a book for men 
and women who love the West and its people.

c^p

T sland R anch , a Western Story, by 
Thomas K. Holmes. Published by 

Chelsea House, 79 Seventh Avenue, New 
York City. Price 75 cents.

When an oil prospector is in the neigh
borhood, you can bet your best Stetson things 
will begin to 'pop . Nothing much had been 
going on around Island Ranch until Aleck 
Carter, a man with a nose for oil, showed 
up. Things popped then, all right. There 
was a fortune and a girl at stake, and the 
winning o f  them both for a brave-hearted 
man. Believe us o f  not, once at the Island 
Ranch, you are in the midst of such adven
ture as will take you far away from routine 
cares and worries.

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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Always outside o f things that's where I  was just twelve shot t months ago. I just didn't, 
hare the cash, that was all. No theatres, vo parties, no good restaurants. No real 
enjoyment, o f  life. I  was just getting by, just existing. What a difference to-day ! I 
drive my own car, have a good bank account, enjoy all the. amusements I  please.

I Couldn’t Get The Good Things of Life
Then I Quit My Job and “Found”  Myself!

HOW does a  man go  about making 
more m oney? I f  I asked my

self that question once, I asked it 
a hundred tim es!

I know the answer now— you bet. 
I know the way good money is made, 
and I ’m making it. Gone forever 
are the days o f cheap shoes, cheap 
clothes, walking home to save car
fare. pinching pennies to make my 
salary last from  one pay-day to tin* 
next one. I own one o f the finest 
Radio stores you ever saw, and I 
get almost all the Radio service and 
repair work in town. The other 
Radio dealers send their hard jobs 
to me, so you can see how I stand 
in my line.

But— it’ s just a year ago that I 
was a poorly-paid clerk. I was 
struggling along on a starvation 
salary, until by accident my eyes 
were opened and I saw just what 
was the matter with me. Here's the 
story of just how it happened.

ONE of the big moments o f my 
life had come. I had just popped 

the fatal question, and Louise said 
“ Yes !”

Louise wanted to go in and tell her father 
about it right away, so we did. He sort of 
grunted when we told him the news, ami 
asked Louise to leave us alone. And my 
heart began to sink as I looked at his face.

"S o  you and Louise have decided to get 
married." he said to me when we were alone. 
"W ell, Bill, just listen to me. I've watched 
you often here at the house with Louise and 
I  think you are a pretty good, upstanding 
young fellow. I knew your father and mother, 
and you've always had a good reputation 
here, too. But just let me ask you just one 
question—how much do you make?”  

"Twenty-eight a week.”  I told him.
He didn't say a word—just wrote it down 

on a piece of paper.
"Ilaye you any prospects of a better job 

or a good raise sometime soon?" he asked.
"X o, sir, I can’t honestly say that I have." 

I admitted. " I ’ m looking for something bet
ter all the time, though."

"Looking, eh? How do you go about it? "  
Well, that question stopped me.
How did I? I was willing to take a better 

job if I saw the chance all right, but I cer
tainly had laid no plans to make such a job 
for myself. When he saw my confusion he 
grunted. “ I  thought so,”  he said, then he 
held up some figures he’ d been scribbling at.

" I ’ ve just been figuring out your family 
budget. Bill, for a salary of twenty-eight a 
week. I ’ve figured it several ways, so you 
can take your pick of the one you like best. 
Here's Budget No. 1. I figure you can af
ford a very small unfurnished apartment, 
make your payments on enough plain, inex
pensive furniture to fix such an apartment 
up. pay your electricity, gas and water bills, 
buy just about one modest outfit of clothes 
for both of you once a year, and save three 
dollars a week for sickness, insurance and 
emergencies. But you can’ t eat. And you'll 
have to go without amusements until you 
can get a good substantial raise in salary."

I began to turn red as fire.
"That budget isn’ t so good after a ll." he 

said, glancing at me, "maybe Budget Xo. 2 
will sound better— "

"That’ s enough, Mr. Sullivan," I  said. 
"Have a heart. I ‘ can see things pretty 
clearly now, things I  was kidding myself 
about before. Let mo go home and think 
tills over." And home I  went, my mind in a 
whirl. ________

A T  HOME I  turned the problem over and 
* *  over in my mind. I 'd  popped the ques
tion at Louise on impulse, without thinking 
it out. Everything Mr. Sullivan had said 
was gospel truth. I couldn't see anything 
to do, any way to turn. But I  had to have 
more money.

I began to thumb the pages of a maga
zine which lay on the table beside me. Sud
denly an advertisement seemed almost to 
leap out at my eyes, an advertisement tell
ing of big opportunities for trained men to 
succeed in the great new .Radio field. With 
the advertisement was a coupon offering a 
big free book full of information. I sent 
the coupon in. and in a few days received a 
handsome 61-page book, printed in two 
colors, telling all about the opportunities in 
the Radio field and how a man can prepare 
quickly and easily at home to take advan
tage of these opportunities. I read the book 
carefully, and when I  finished ft. T made my 
decision.

What’s happened In the twelve months 
since that day seems almost like a dream to 
me now. For ten, of those twelve months, 
I ’ve bad a Radio business of my own! At 
first, of course, I started it as a little propo
sition on the side, under the guidance of the 
Xational Radio Institute, the institution that 
gave me my Radio training. It wasn’t long 
before I  was getting so much to do in the 
Radio line that I  quit my measly little 
clerical job and devoted my full time to my 
Radio business.

Since that time I ’ve gone right on up. al
ways under the wat<4rful guidance of my 
friends at the Xational Radio Institute. 
They would have given me just as much help, 
too, if I had wanted to follow some other

lino of Radio besides building my own retail 
business, such as broadcasting, manufactur
ing, experimenting, sea operating, or any 
one of the score of lines they prepare you 
for. And to think that until that day I 
sent for their eye-opening book, I ’d been 
wailing " I  never had a chance!"

Now, I ’ m making real money. Louise and 
I  have been married six months, and there 
wasn’ t any kidding about budgets by Mr. 
Sullivan when we stepped off, either. I ’ ll 
bet that today I  make more money than the 
old boy himself.

Here’ s a real tip. You may not be as bad 
off as I was. But, think it over—are you 
satisfied? Are you making enough money, at 
work that you like? Would you sign . con
tract to stay where you aro now for the 
next ten years, making the same money? If 
not, you'd better be doing something about 
it instead of drifting.

This new Radio game is a live-wire field 
of golden rewards. The work, in any of the 
20 different lines of Radio, is fascinating, 
absorbing, well paid. The Xational Radio 
Institute—oldest and largest Radio home- 
study school in the world—will train you 
inexpensively in your own home to know 
Radio from A to Z and to increase your 
earnings in the Radio field.

Take another tip—Xo matter what your 
plans are, no matter how much or how little 
you know about Radio—clip the coupon be
low and look their free book over. It is 
Radio Institute, Dept. 2-A, Washington, 
D.
filled with interesting facts, figures, and 
photos, and the information it will give you 
is worth a few minutes of anybody’ s time. 
You will place 3*ourself under no obligation— 
the book is free and is gladly sent to any
one who wants to know about Radio. Just 
address .T. E. Smith, President, Xational

I J. E. S M IT H , President,
I National Radio Institute,

Dept. 2 -A , Washington, D. C.
Dear M r. Sm ith:

Piease send me your 6 4 -page free book, 
printed in two colors, giving a ll infor
mation about the opportunities in Radio 
and how I can learn quickly and easily 
a t home to take advantage of them. I 
understand this request places me under 
no obligation, and that no salesmen w ill 
call on me.

I Name ......................................................................

Address .................................................................

I Town ....................................State ......................

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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Half a M illion People
have learned music this easy way

YE ’S, half a million delighted men and women 
all over the world have learned music this 

quick, easy way.
H alf a million— 500,000 —  what a gigantic 

orchestra they would make! Some are playing on 
the stage, others in orchestras, and many thousands 
are daily enjoying the pleasure and popularity of 
being able to play some instrument.

Surely this is convincing proof o f  the success of 
the new, modern method perfected by the U. S. 
School o f  Music! And what these people have 
done, YOU, too, can do!

Many o f this half million didn’t know one note 
from another— others had never touched an instru
ment—yet in half the usual time they learned to 
play their favorite instrument. Best o f all, they 
found learning music amazingly easy. No monot
onous hours of exercises—no tedious scales—no 
expensive teachers. This simplified method made 
learning music as easy as A -B -C !

It is like a fascinating game. From the very start 
you are playing real tunes, perfectly, by note. You 
simply can’t go wrong, for every step, from be

ginning to end, is right 
before your eyes in print 
and picture. First }-ou are 
told how to do a thing, 
then a picture shows you 
how, then you do it your
self and hear it. And al
most before you know it. 
you are playing your 
favorite pieces— jazz, bal
lads, classics. No private 
teacher could make it 
clearer. Little theory— 
plenty o f accomplishment. 
That’s why students o f  the 
U. S. School o f Music

W h a t
In stru m e n t

fo r  Y o u ?
Piano Hawaiian
Organ Steel
Violin Guitar
Clarinet Drums and
Flute Traps
Harp Mandolin
Cornet Harmony and
•Cello Composition
Guitar Sight Singing
Ukulele Trom bone

1 Saxophone Piano
P icco lo Accordion
Banjo (Plectrum, 5-String

or Tenor )
V oice and Speech Culture

Automatic
Finger Control

get ahead twice as fast— three times as fast as 
those who study old-fashioned, plodding methods.

You don’t need any special “ talent.”  Many -of 
the half million who have already become accom
plished players never dreamed they possessed musi
cal ability. They only wanted to play some in
strument—just like you— and they found they 
could quickly learn how this easy wajr. Just a little 
of your spare time each, day is needed— and you 
enjoy ever}' minute o f it. The cost is surprisingly 
low—averaging only.a few cents a day— and tlie price 
is the same for whatever instrument you choose. And 
remember you are: studying right in your own home 
—without paying big fees to private teachers.

Don’t miss any more good tim es! Learn now to 
play your favorite instrument and surprise all your 
friends. Change from  a wallflower to the center of 
attraction. Music is the best thing to offer at a party 
— musicians are invited everywhere. E njoy the popu
larity you have been missing. Get your, share o f the 
musician’s pleasure and profit! Start n ow !

Free Booklet and Demonstration Lesson
I f  you are in earnest about wanting to join the 

crowd o f entertainers and be a “ big h it”  at any party 
— if  you really do want to play your favorite instru
ment. to become a performer whose services will be in 
demand— fill out and mail the convenient coupon ask
ing fo r  our Free Booklet and Demonstration Lesson. 
These explain our wonderful method fully and show 
you how easily and quickly you can learn to play at 
little expense. Instruments are supplied when needed 
— cash or credit. TJ. S. School of Music, 3592 Bruns
wick Bldg., New York City.
U. S. School of Music,
3592 Brunswick Bldg., New York City. _

Please send me your free book, “ Music Lessons in Your Own 
H om e/' with introduction by Pr. Frank Crane, Demonstration 
Lesson, and particulars of your offer. I  am interested in the fol
lowing course:—

Hare you 

Name.. . .

above instrument ? ...............................

.................... (Please W rite Plainly)

Address.................................................................................

City.................................................. ..........................state-

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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O . C . M IL L E R , D irecto r , E xtension  W ork  ic
T h e  A m e r ica n  S ch oo l, D ept. D -2 4  
Drexel. A v e . & . 58th St., C h icago
I  am  in terested  to  get particu lars o f  y ou r  Job  a n d  Raise 
G uarantee. A lso  send  3  D rafting Lessons w ith ou t cost o r  
ob lig a tion .
N a m e   ■ ....... -     J  —  '— .

Address

W e have developed a new simplified, rapid w ay to  teach 
Drafting, and we want to  send you  three sample les
sons without cost or obligation. So you  can test your own 
ability to  master this fascinating work at home, in  your 
spare tim e. A nd see for yourself how  quickly and easily 
you can qualify for a  fine well-paid D rafting position.

H o m e -tra in in g  backed w ith  
an a g re e m e n t to  g e t  you a 
D R A F T IN G  JO B a t  a  5 0 %  
R A IS E — o r m oney refunded

H ere is a w ord-for-w ord cop y  o f  the C on tract w hich w e  have 
m ade w ith 30,000 men in the past three years. I shall be  glad 
to  make the sam e agreem ent, backed b y  our entire resources 
o f  $2,000,000.00— w ith  Y O U .
This agreement proves our training does make real Draftsmen. 
It proves that after you finish, there are well-paid jobs available.

And you can prepare yourself without losing a 
day’s pay or time, without quitting your job  or 
leaving home 1

The American School
Chartered 30 years ago as an ED U CATION AL 
IN STITU TIO N , and, like the best resident 
schools and colleges, conducted N O T FO R 
PR O FIT. W e offer complete, thorough, up-to- 
date instruction—  prepared by  200 leading En
gineers, Executives and Educators. A  unique 
instruction, built to  meet the specifications of 
well-paid jobs as laid down by  employers them
selves— yet simplified for ready understanding 
by men \vith only common schooling.

$50 to $125 a week paid to 
EXPERT DRAFTSMEN!
Pick up the want ads o f any b ig-city newspaper and 
you ’ll see w hy we urge men to  go into Drafting. 
70,000 fine positions advertised in the past year. 
Draftsmen are urgently needed in Building Construc
tion, M anufacturing, in  the Architectural, Mechanical, 
Electrical, Structural and A utom otive industries. Get 
in touch with me, and I ’ll tell you  how  you can get one

o f these fine jobs.

Come Into Drafting!
The ability to read blueprints 
and draw plans is the entering 
wedge to success in all building
and manufacturing lines. Learn Draft
ing and you’ll be “ sitting pretty.”  It’s 
INTERESTING work and Draftsmen 
are a wonderful bunch o f fellows. 
You’re bound to enjoy the good natured 
atmosphere o f a Drafting office and 
the contact it gives you with important 
activities and BIG MEN.

O .C . M IL L E R  
Director 
Extension 

Wort*

^^aerica^^chool
D ept. D -24  D rex e l A v en u e  at 58th Street, C h ica go

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisemen'ts
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Classified Advertising
Agents and Hein Wanted Agents and Help Wanted—Continued Farm Lands

AGENTS: $13.80 Daily (In Advance)
Spare time will do. Introduce 12 months 
Guaranteed Hosiery. 57 styles. 59 colors, 
for Men, Women, Children; including latest 
“ Silk to the Top”  Ladies' Hose. No capital 
or experience needed. We furnish samples. 
Silk hose for your own use free. New Plan. 
Macochee Hosiery Company, Park 4502, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio._______________

BIG MONEY AND FAST SALES. Eveiy 
owner buys gold initials for his auto. You 
charge $1.50, make $1.35. Ten orders daily 
easy. Write for particulars and free sam
ples. American Monogram Co., Dept. 170, 
East Orange, N. J. __________ _

AGENTS—$60-$125 A  WEEK. Free 
samples. Gold letters for stores and office 
windows. Metallic Letter Co., 428 N. Clark, 
Chicago._____________________________________

WE START YOU WITHOUT A DOLLAR,
Soaps, Extracts. Perfumes, Toilet Goods. 
Experience unnecessary. Carnation Co., Dept.
2860, St. Louis, Mo.________________________

AGENTS—WE START YOU IN BUSI
NESS and help you succeed. No capital or 
experience needed. Spare or full time. You 
can earn $50-$] 00 weekly'. Write Madison 
Manufacturers, 564 Broadway, New York.

WE START YOU IN BUSINESS, fur  ̂
nishing everything; men and women $30 to 
$100 weekly operating our “ Specialty Candy 
Factories”  anywhere. Booklet free. W. 
Hillyer Ragsdale, Drawer 29, East Orange,
N. J._____________________________________________

OUR SUPERIOR PROPOSITION will 
net you $100 a week, every week in the 
year. Equipment and car furnished. No 
• apital or experience necessary. Immedi
ate profits. Write today for particulars. 
American Producis Company, 1673 Mon-
i.iouth, Cincinnati, O.___________

SALESMEN SELLING TO MEN: We 
have side lino for you that will sell along 
with any lino you may now he handling 
and make more money for you, provided you 
are notv selling to men. Get full facts at 
once. Address Salesmanager, 844 West 
Adams, Dept. 314, Chicago.

$14.30 DAILY EASY—PAY IN AD- 
vance. Introducing Chieftain Guaranteed 
Shirts 3 for $4.95. No experience or capital 
needed. Just write orders. We deliver and 
collect. Full working outfit Free. Cincin
nati Shirt Company, Shop 1922, Cincinnati, 
Ohio.

YOU ARE WANTED TO RESILVER 
Mirrors at Home. Immense profits plating 
auto parts, tableware, etc. Write for in
formation. Sprinkle, Plater, 333, Marion, 
Indiana.

Business Opportunities
EARNEST SEEKER—remunerative, wor

thy business, differs from commercial lines, 
no stocks of merchandise. Small capital, in
formation free. Taul Kaye, 149 Broadway, 
New York.

Coins, Stamps, etc.
OLD MONEY WANTED. W ill pay Fifty 

Dollars for nickel of 1913 with Liberty 
head, (no Buffalo). We pay cash premi
ums for all rare coins. Send 4c for Large 
Coin Folder. May mean much profit to you. 
Numismatic Co., Dept. 440, Ft. Worth, Tex.

How to Entertain
PLAY'S, Musical comedies and revues, 

minstrel music, blackface skits, vaudeville 
acts, monologs, dialogs, recitations, enter
tainments, musical readings, stage hand
books, make-up goods. Big catalog free. 
T. S. Denison & Co., 623 So. Wabash, 
Dept. 132, Chicago.

Patents and Lawyers
PATENTS. Send sketch or model for 

preliminary examination. Booklet free. 
Highest references. Best results. Prompt
ness assured. Watson E. Coleman. Patent 
Lawyer, 724 Ninth St., Washington, D. C.

1 N V E N T IO N S  COMMERCIALIZED. 
Patented or unpatented. Write Adam 
Fisher Mfg. Co., 223, Enright, St. Louis,
Mo.__________________________________________

PATENTS—Write for Guide Books and 
“ Record of Invention Blank”  before disclos
ing inventions. Send model or sketch of in
vention for Inspection and Instructions Free. 
Terms reasonable. Victor J. Evans Co., 767
Ninth. Washington, D. C.___________________

INVENTORS—Write for our guide book, 
“ How to Get Your Patent,”  and evidence of 
invention blank. Send model or sketch for 
Inspection and Instructions Free. Terms 
reasonable. Randolph & Co., Dept. 412, 
Washington, D. C.

MONEY MADE IN MICH. POTATOES. 
$10. down now and easy terms buys land 
near markets, lakes, streams. Write today. 
Swigart & Co., S-1276, 1st Nat’ l Bank 
Bldg., Chicago.

Help Wanted—Female
$6-$18 A DOZEN decorating pillow tops at 

home, experience unnecessary; particulars 
for stamp. Tapestry Paint Co., 110 La- 
Grange, Ind.

Male Help Instructions
MEN, GET FOREST RANGER JOB; 

$125-$200 mo. and home furnished; perma
nent ; hunt, fish, trap. For details write
Norton. 268 Temple Court. Denver. Colo.__

EARN $120 to $250 monthly, expenses 
paid as Railway Traffic Inspector. We se
cure position for you after completion of 5 
months’ home-study course ir money re
funded. Excellent opportunity. Write for 
Free Booklet. CM-28, Stand. Business 
Training Inst., Buffalo, N. Y.

MAIL CARRJ ERS— ('LE RKS. $1700- 
$2300. Men 18-45. Many February Ex
aminations. Particulars free Franklin In
stitute, Dept W2, Rochester. N. Y.

Help Wanted—Instructions
MEN WANTING OUTDOOR WORK,

qualify for forest ranger position. Start $125 
month; cabin and vacation; patrol • the for
ests, protect the game; give tourists informa
tion. Write Mokane, Dept. M-10, Denver, 
Colo. ___________

ALL MEN-WOMEN, 18-55, wanting 
Government positions, commence $110-$250 
month, write for Free copy “ How to Qual
ify.”  Instruction Bureau, 508 Arcade Bldg., 
St. Louis, Mo. __________

Detectives—Instructions
MEN—Experience unnecessary; travel; 

make secret investigations; reports; salaries; 
expenses. Write American Foreign Detec
tive Agency, 114, St. Louis. Mo.

DETECTIVES EARN BIG MONEY. 
Great demand. Excellent opportunity. Ex
perience unnecessary. Particulars free. 
Write. George Wagner, 2190 Broadway, New 
York.

Sell Us Your
Probably you can think of a score of things right now for 
which you would like to have some extra money—a home of your 
own, a car, a college education. Any of these is within your 
grasp if you simply follow the successful course of thousands of 
men and women, boys and girls, who are turning their spare 
time into cash taking subscriptions for our magazines.

E A S Y  T O  S T A R T
The same plan that has made these folks prosperous is now 
offered to you. No experience, no capital necessary. Does not 
interfere with your regular duties. Try it out! It cost3 only 
a 2c. stamp, or a penny post card to get full details and a

complete money-making outfit FREE. You have nothing to lose 
and may gain hundreds of dollars—here’ s the coupon.
__________________M A ^ L J T  T O -D A Y !_______ _
S TR E E T  &  S M IT H  C O RPO RATIO N  
79-89 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y.
Please show me how I  can profitably sell you my spare time.
NAME .........................................................................................................
STREET .....................................................................................................
CITY .......................................................STATE ....................................

Travel—For “ Uncle Sam”
R AILW AY POSTAL C LE R K S-M E N -B O YS 18 UP
CARRIERS-POSTOFFICE CLERKS _____________________________

PRO H IB ITIO N  AGENTS * F R A N K L IN  IN S T IT U T E ,
^ ^  _ _  S  Dept. W-276, Rochester, N. Y.$1700 TO $3000 YEAR /  Sirs: Rush lo me without charge, 32-page*  s r  w w v v v  /  hook „.ith Q , J',,11 information regarding

W o r k  N o  L a y o f f s  cs* Railway Postal Clerks; city  Carriers; Post- S T e a c iy  W O t K  ra o  L A JIU M O  Office Clerks; Prohibition Agents; (21 List of 
Many Government Jobs Open to Women .N> government jobs now open to men and women, 13 

C om m on  E d ucation  S u ffic ien t / >  ^  <3> Ful1 IlattIculars tclline how ;o get a P,,Ul0n-
M A I L  C O U P O N  ✓  Nino ...................................................................................

I M M E D I A T E L Y  /  Address ...............................................................................................

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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Yes, we will 
sen d  th is

portable phonograph outfit, with 30 
high grade selections, 15 double face 75c 
records to your home on 30 days trial for only $1.00 
with the coupon. Use it as your own and see what a 
wonderful convenience it is to have a phonograph that 
you can carry from room to room. Use the outfit on 
30 days trial. If within 30 days you decide not to keep 
the outfit, send it back and we’ll refund your $1.00 plus 
all transportation charges.

®2— 3 month it x°u keep ;t>pay °n,y* *  $2.60 a month until you
have paid—only $26.85. Think o f it, a first-class high 
grade phonograph, and 15 high grade up-to-date double 
face records— (30 selections) a complete outfit, ready 
to play, only $26.85.

Send Coupon NowPr j
Seize this opportunity on this special sale, while it lasts- 
FREE CATALOG ° nly $L0°  with the coupon
o f  home furnishings sent with complete outfit on
or  without order. See coupon, ol) days trial.

Straus & Schram, CHICAGO, ILL.

This Portable Phonograph
eluding Edison and plays two ten-inch records with one winding. 
Weighs only 17 pounds. Comes in waterproof imitation leather case 
with hinged lid, closes up like a small suitcase with snap locks and 
carrying handle (see illustration.) Measures WA x7A  inches. Records 
are placed inside o f lid and secured so they will not rattle or break. 
Holds 15 records. Has quiet spring motor, tone arm and reproducer 
with indestructible diaphragm and wide throat for full sound volume. 
Reproducer is reversible for Edison records. Outfit includes 15 double 
face 75c New Electric Process records—30 selections. A  complete record 
library without buying a single one! Shpg. weight, packed about 25 lbs.
Order by No.

W8824JA; 
only $1.00 

with coupon,
$2.60 monthly 

Total price 
$26.85.

Straus & Schram, Dept. w -  Chicago, III.
Enclosed find SI.00. S h ip  special advertised Paritone Portable 
Phonograph with 15 Double Face 75c New Electric Process records— 
30 selections. I am to have 30 days free trial. If I keep the outfit I 
will pay you $2.60 monthly. If not satisfied, I am to return the
Shonograph and records within 30 days and you are to refund my ollarander--------- *---------*dollar ana express charges I paid.

P u r ito n e  P o rta b le  P h o n o g ra p h  a n d  1 5  D oub le  
8 8 2 4 J A ,  $ 2 6 .8 5F ace R e c o rd s , W 88

St.f R. F. D. 
or Box No__

Shipping 
P o in t__
Post
Office____________________ _ State. _
Married Nationality
or Single? ______ ____ orColor-------------

UP-TO-DATE
SELECTIONS

With this Portable

Phonograph
Sensational offer. A  special assort
ment o f up-to-date high-grade new 
electric process 75c records—30 se
lections in all, 15 double face rec
ords—very latest selections, popu
lar songs, dance music, band and 
instrumental pieces. $11.25 worth 
o f brand new records included with 
this outfit. And we’ve picked 
out just the kind o f records jMmW' 
to please you most. R e a d ^ g ^ ^ ^  
our wonderful of- 
fer below.

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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21 JEWEL - Extra Thin

STUDEBAKER
The Insured. Watch

Sent for Only 

D O W N
A Sensational Offer!

Only $1.00 and you get the fa 
mous 21-Jewel Studebaker W atch 
direct from  factory ! Balance in 
easy monthly paym ents!

Lowest prices ever named on similar 
.quality. You save 30rb to oOfo. 
t  Ladies’  Bracelet Watches, Men’ s Strap 

Watches. Diamonds and Jewelry also sold 
on easy payments. This Company is directed by the Studebaker 
Family of South Bend, known throughout the world for three- 
quarters of a century of fair dealing. 100,000 satisfied customers. 
Send coupon at once for full particulars of our amazing offer.

W R I T E  FOR FREE C A T A L O G !
*  * “  . •  ^  A  copy of our beautiful, new, six color

catalog will be sent Free to anyone sending the coupon below. 
Shows 80 magnificent, new Art Beauty cases and dials. Latest de- 
.-igns in yellow gold, green gold and white gold effects. Exquisite 
thin models. Masterpieces of the watchmaker's craft.

Studebaker 21-Jewel Watches have 8 adjustments—heat, cold, 
isoehronism and 3 positions. An insurance policy is given free—  
insuring the watch for your lifetime!

Special Offer: Watch Chain FREE
To those who write at once for free Catalog we will include par- 
txculars of our special offer of an exquisite Watch Chain free. This 
offer is good for a limited time only. Send the coupon at onoe— 
before it expires.

I
S T U D E B A K E R  W A T C H  C O M P A N Y
Directed by the Studebaker Family-three-quarters o f  a 

century o f  fa ir dealing
WATCHES DIAMONDS JEWELRY
D e p t . H 9 0 S  S o u t h  B e n d , I n d ia n a

Canadian Address: Windsor, Out. J
S P E C I A L  O F F E R  C O U P O N

STUDEBAKER WATCH COMPANY
Dept. H008 South Bend, Indiana 

Q  Please send me your free Catalog of Advance Watch 
Styles and particulars of your $1 down offer.

□  Please send me Jewelry Catalog free.
Name____________________________________
Street or R. F. D _____________________________
City or Post Office______________________ ____
State_______________________________

W  S E L L  P I O N E i E R

m *A /l W oalTailorir*^
F U L L  O R  P A R T  T I M EOrff

I t Mf l KE $12 00 A Dfl V FR0M START* ^Parttimemen$5anhour selling 
— . famous Pioneer tailored- "

r '  to-m easure all-w ool suits at i
C h J  $23.50. C o m m is s io n s  P a i d /  

in  a d v a n c e .  S tr ik in g  
p a * - 7 ther b r ie f case  con - A 

taininglOOlarge swatch 
P samples furnished—other equally §  

remarkable values at $29.50 and v 
$34.50. W e train the inexperienced.!
Men with determination and willing 
ness to work fo r  success write fo r  this ( 
big money, making opportunity, today.
Pioneer Tailoring Co., Congress&Throon Sts. Dept.P1003 , Chicago

BE A  JAZZ MUSIC MASTER
PLAY PIANO BY EAR
Play popular song hits perfectly. Hum the 
tune, play it by ear. Self-instruction—no 
teacher required. No tedious ding-dong 
daily practice - jhst twenty brief, entertain
ing lessons which you master

At Home in Your Spare Time
Send for FREE BOOK. Learn 
many styles of bass and syncopa
tion-trick endings. 6c. stamps 
brings interesting CHART also.

NIAGARA SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Dept.254, Niagara Falls, N.Y.

Send

FORESTRANGERS
Do you enjoy outdoor life .close to Nature? Get 
Forest Ranger jo b ; salary_ $125-$200 month and 
home furnished; plenty fishing, hunting, trapping; 
110 strikes or shut-downs; vacations on full paj\ 
For further particulars, write
N O R T O N  2 8 6 5  T E M P L E ’ C O U R T  H U R i  U i M ,  D E N V E R ,  C O L O R A D O

“ PERFUM E CREATION OF MOVIE L A N D ”
T R IP L E  E X TR A C T

LOVE DROPS
A now creation, an enchanting 
powerful aroma. Rich and poor, 
old and young, surrender to its 
eliarm. $2.50 size fo r  $1.00 post
paid. or $1.27 C.O.D. with in
structions fo r  use. Secrets o f 

Love’ s psychology and art of winning the one you love with 
the original 7 Psychological and Successful plans and stratagems 
for .winning, inspiring, captivating and holding the lovo of the 
one you love and exercising your Magnetic Invisible Power 
within you, to which you hold the key.
W O N S  CO „ Dept. A, Box 1250, Hollywood, Calif.

( ) Railway Mail Clerk 
( ) P. O. Clerk 
( ) Forest Ranger 
( ) File Clerk 
( ) Matron 
( ) General Clerk 
( l Chauffeur-Carrier 
C ) Skilled Laborer 
( ) Watchman 
( )  Postmaster 
(  )  RFD Carrier

( ) Meat Inspector 
( ) Special Agent 

(investigator) 
( ) Steno-Typist 
( ) Immigrant Insp. 
( ) City Mail Carrier 
( ) Border Patrol 

) Typist 
" Seamstress 

Steno-Secretary 
Auditori!

Mr. Ozment, Instruction Rureau, 407 St. Louis, Mo.
Send me particulars about positions marked “ X ” -« 
salaries, locations, opportunities, “ How to Qualify” , 
etc.
Name..... ...... ..................................................... .

I Address....................................................... - ....

■se mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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Glorious Sports
for Real Sports, /

Sk i i n g , skating, tobogganing— Win- 
ter’s sports challenge you to ride out 

and join them in your Harley-Davidson.
Winter days and winter trails have no 
terrors for this motorcycle. It has a world 
o f  power and thrilling speed. No radiator 
troubles! Running cost only 2 /  per mile!

The famous Single — the solo
motorcycle that travels 80 
miles on one gallon of gas — 
leper mile operating cost. On
ly $235. f.o.b. factory, with 
complete electric equipment.

The 1928 models have 
both front and rear 
brak es , and many 
other improvements. 
Ask your dealer about 
his Pay-As-You-Ride 
Plan. Mail c o u p o n  
for catalog.
H a r l e y - D a v i d s o n  
M o t o r  C o m p a n y
Dept. AI\ Milwaukee, Wis.

Harley-D avidson

6cribmg LJ .......

Name-----------------
Address------ -------

City....... — "

New Model

‘Pocket <3en
A  reliable watch will help you be on time.

T h e  N ew  M odel Pocket Ben is that kind 
— thoroughly trustworthy.

It ’ s goodlooking, too— and sturdy as they 
make them.

Sold everywhere for $1 .50. W ith  lumi
nous dial that tells time in the dark, $2.25-

Built by the makers of 
Big Ben and other Westclox

W E S T E R N  C L O C K  C O M P A N Y  
L a  S a lle , I l l in o is

Va 1 "" 1,1 **
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This Singular Book Wields a 
Strange Power Over Its Readers
Giving them a MAGNETIC PERSONALITY alm ost instantly/

W ill You Read It 5 Days FREE— to Prove It 
Can Multiply Your Present Income?

A  STRAN G E book! A  book 
that seems to cast a spell over 

every person who turns its pages !
A  copy of this book was left 

lying on a hotel table for a few 
weeks. Nearly 400 people saw the 
book— read a few pages— and 
then sent fo r  a copy!

In another case a physician 
placed a copy in his waiting-room. 
More than 200 patients saw the 
book— read part o f it— and then 
ordered copies for  themselves!

Why are people so profoundly 
affected by this book?— so anx
ious to get a copy ?
The answer is simple.
The book reveals to 
them for the first time 
how any one can de
velop a Magnetic Per
sonality instantly! It 
explains how to gain 
overnight the personal 
charm that attracts 
countless friends—the 
self-confidence that in
sures quick success in 
any business.

It tells how to draw 
people to you at once, 
irresistibly—how to be 
popular in any society 
—how to overcome al
most at once any ti
midity you may have 
—how to be a magnet 
o f  human attraction, 
well-liked wherever 
you g o !

Best o f all it tells you how to 
accomplish these results instanta
neously !

W hence Com es This 
Uncanny V olu m e?

Forty years ago, Edmund Shaft
esbury, student of the human mind, 
set out to discover the secret o f 
Personal Magnetism. He applied 
his discoveries to his friends. Re
sults were astonishing ! His meth
ods seemed to transform people into 
entirely new beings! Shaftesbury’s 
fame spread. Great men came to 
him. His students and friends em
braced such names as Gladstone, 
Queen Victoria, Edwin Booth, 

Henry W ard Beecher, 
and Cardinal Gibbons.

Until recently, Shaft
esbury’ s teachings have 
been available only to 
people who could pay $25 
or $50 each fo r  instruc
tion books. Now, his 
wonderful teachings 
have been collected into 
a single volume, at a 
price within the reach 
of a ll! And further
more, Shaftesbury has 
consented to reveal hun
dreds o f new discoveries 
never before put into 
print.

Strange Effect on 
Readers

Readers of this book 
ciuickly become masters 
of a singular power to 
influence men and wo
men around them. Not 
by force— not by loud 
argument. But rather by 
some subtle, insinuating 
power that sways men’s 
emotions. They are able 
to play on people’s feel

ings just as a skilled violinist 
plays upon a violin.

Is it any 'wonder that thousands 
of men and women say that they 
are overjoyed with the results they 
have received? One enthusiast said 
of this volume, “ Things I have read 
there I would never have dreamed 
o f.”  Another wrote, “ I would not 
give up what Shaftesbury has 
taught me fo r  $100,000 !”

In your everyday life— in social 
life-—you will find this book of im
mense value. You wTill learn to 
fascinate people you meet— to at
tract new friends— to gain speedy 
promotion in business.

Read This Book 5 Days Free
Merely mail the coupon below and this 

remarkable volume, with cover in handsome 
dark burgundy cloth, gold embossed, will be 
sent you for free examinatioh. I f you aren’ t 
stirred and inspired in the 5-day free period, 
return it and it costs you nothing. Other
wise keep it as your own and remit the Spe
cial Price of only $3 in full payment. This 
volume was originally published to sell at 
$5, but in order to reach many readers it is 
being offered at reduced price. You risk 
nothing— so clip and mail this coupon NOW. 
Ralston University Press, Dept. 86-B, Meri
den, Conn.

RALSTO N U N IV E R S IT Y  PRESS  
Dept. 86-B , Meriden, Conn.

All right—I ’ ll be the judge. You may 
send me the volume “ Instantaneous Per
sonal Magnetism’ ’ for 5 days’ FREE E X
AMINATION in my home. Within the 5 
days I will either remit the special low 
price of only $3, in full payment, or return 
it without cost or obligation.

Name

Address

City .......................... State

Book Tells You
How to develop a Mag

netic Personality 
How to use certain 

Oriental Secrets 
How to gain perfect 

nerve control 
How to read people’ s 

feelings by watching 
their mouths 

How to read people’ s 
thoughts by watch
ing their eyes 

How to develop a mag
netic eye

How to make your face 
appear 20 years younger 

How to control others 
by a glance

How to use Magnetic 
Healing

How to end awkward
ness and timidity 

How to attract the op
posite sex

How to get ahead in your 
business or profession 

How to in a k e your 
subconscious m i n d 
work wonders 

And dozens of other 
vital topics
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Sell Tailorin
Full or part time. Repre
sent $4,000,000.00 firm, 
learnings start BIG and 
grow LARGER. Alluiing 
price attracts all. High 
quality brings steady re
peat orders.

NOTE These Records
1925 1926 1927

C. Sorter ■ $3,470 $5,206 $5,340
R. Davis 1,300 2,638 4,320
H.Begrow 945 2,770 6,500

tP. Leavitt 5,700 6,200 8,500
* Spare Time Man. tNow Branch Mgr.

26 records lik e  th is in  one city alone .

YOU CAN DO a s  W ELL a s  OTHERS

50»
MADE a

to
ORDER

No experience needed. We teach you the busi- 
» ness. Our plan lets you start part time, prove 

merit, and build up trade. Mail coupon or write 
made a letter for FREE samples and full information.

J. B. SIMPSON

PIMPLES
Cleared up—often in 24 hours. To prove
you can be rid of Pimples, Blackheads, Acne
Eruptions on the face or body. Barbers’ Itch, Eczema, En
larged Pores, Oily or Shiny Skin, simply send me your name 
and address tod ay—no cost—no obligation. C L E A R -T O N E  
tried and tested in over 100,000 cases—used like toilet water— 
is simply magical in prompt results. You can repay the favor 
by telling your friends; if  not, the loss is mine. W r i t e  T o d a y , 
E. S. GIVENS, 413 Chemical Bldg., Kansas City, Mo.

Stop Using a Truss
F re e —T ria l P lap ao —Free

S T U A R T ’S A D H E S IF  P LA P A O -P A D S  are surprisingly different 
from the truss—being raeohanico-chemico applicators— made self- 
adhesive purposely to keep the muscle-tonic “ PLAPAO”  applied 
continuously to the affected parts, and to minimize painful friction 
and dangerous slipping. No straps, buckles or spring attached. 
Soft as velvet— easy to apply— inexpensive. For almost a quarter 
of a century satisfied thousands report success without delay from 
work. Process of recovery natural, so no subsequent use for a truss. 
Awarded Gold Medal and Grand Prix. Trial of 
“ PLAPAO”  will be sent to you upon request absolutely 
Write name on coupon and send T O D A Y . FREE
P la p a o  C o ., 22 Stuart Bldg., St. Louis, Mo.
Name ..  

Address
Return mail will bring Free Trial PLAPAO

YOU
GROW  TALLER
“ I have gained i>y2 inches since taking your 
Course (tw o months ago). I am a real man now 
and can’ t recommend your course too highly. It 
is just wonderful. . . . My age is 22 years. . . . 
I am today one o f the greatest ball players in the 

country, but the lack o f size held 
me down in past years, but your 
Course lias helped me greatly. I 
can hardly give you enough 
praise.”  D. J.— St. Louis, Mo. 
Many other similar bona fide testimoni
als. Science has found the way to add 
inches to your height. No need to envy 
and look up to the big fellows. No need 
to have the diadvantages of the little man. 
This course makes it possible for you to 
be on a level with your fellow men. 
Course is easy, inexpensive, and results 
sure. Mail coupon for free informationtoday;_
L. Glover,
Dept. A75, 70 Bulkley Ave.,
Sausalito, Calif.
Without any obligation to me, send me full 
information on how to grow taller.
Name ...................................................................

TIME
TRAINING

that leads to 
^  BIGGER MY'

Do you want a better position and a higher salary? You can 
have these if  you can do the work. LaSalle experts will show 
you how, guide you step by step to  success and help solve 
your personal business problems through the time-saving 
LaSalle Problem Method. Our salary-increasing plan en
ables you to prepare during your spare hours, without inter
ference with your present duties. Simply mark on the coupon 
the field in which you desire success, and we will mail you a 
valuable book describing the opportunities in that field, to
gether with an outline o f  our salary-increasing plan. Also 
copy o f  ‘ ‘Ten Years’  Promotion in One.”  There is no cost or 
obligation. Find out how the salary-increasing plan starts 
average men and women on the high road to success and 
financial independence. Check and mail the coupon NOW.

Find Yourself Through LaSalle“  —

L A S A L L E  E X T E N S I O N  U N I V E R S I T Y
The W orld ’s  L a rgest Business Training Institution 

D ept. 265-R  Chicago
Tell me about your salary - increasing plan 
for my advancement in the business field 
checked. Send also copy o f  “ Ten Years’
Promotion in One,”  all without obligation, §
□  Business Management
□  Modern Salesmanship
□  Higher Accountancy
□  Traffic Management
□  Railway Station 

Management
□  Law—Degree of LL.B.
□  Commercial Law
□  industrial Management
□  Banking and Finance
□  Modern Business Corre

spondence
□  Modern Foremanship

□  Person- ssam; 
nel Man- Kgg  
agement ffim k

□  Expert K C ?
Book- I  
keeping

□  Business English
□  Commercial Spanish
□  Effective Speaking
□  C. P. A . Coaching
□  Stenotypy
□  Telegraphy
□  Credit and Collection 

Correspondence

N a m e

Present Position.

Address.

Learn wiih real tools on real 
equipment. N o books; no lessons. 

Actual shop experience. Only a few 
short weeks fits you for a big-pay job— $50 a- 

week and up. Write for big FREE book on elec
tricity and remarkable tuition offer, which includes 
R. R. fare and board. Address nearest school.

HUE

M cSw eeny E le c tric a l Sch ools, Dept. 105-BD
CINCINNATI, OHIO CLEVELAND, OHIO

P la y  in  H a lf H o u r
After you get the four easy 
motions you play harmoni
ous chords with very little 
practice. No previous musi
cal knowledge necessary. 

F re e  G u ita r
and Outfit in Genuine Seal 
Grain Fabrikoid Case as 
soon as you enroll. Noth
ing to buy—everything fur
nished. No delay.

O n ly  4  M o tio n s  used fn  play- jl '
ing this fascinating instrument. ' 

Our native Hawaiian instruc
tors teach you to master them 

quickly. Pictures show how.
Everything explained clearly.

Easy L e ssons
Even if you don’t know one V 
note from another, the 52 \ 
printed lessons and the clear 
pictures make it easy to 
learn quickly. Pay as you play.

W rite  a t  O nce 
You’ ll never be lonesome 
with this beautiful Hawaiian ‘ 
Guitar. Write for Special 
Offer and easy terms. A 
postcard will do. ACT!

Tenor Banjo, Violin, Tiple, Tenor Guitar, Ukulele, 
Banjo Ukulele — under well - known instructors.

FIRST HAW AIIAN  CONSERVATORY o f  M U S IC , In c .
9 th  F lo o r , W o o lw o rth  B ld g .,  D ept. 1 3 9  N ew  Y o r k , N . Y .

Approved as a Correspondence School Unaer the Laws of the State o f  New York.
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Do your hands say nice things 
about you . . . always?

As a prominent beauty editor said 
recently, “ Hands are inveterate tattle
tales . . . make them say nice things 
about you .”

They can, you know—no matter even 
if they must perform a dozen soap-and- 
water tasks every day!

Perhaps you know that harsh soap is 
your hands’ greatest enemy. It parches 
away their beauty. N o lotions or

creams can bring that beauty back so 
long as you use harsh soap.

But if you use Ivory whenever you 
use soap—in washing your gleaming 
china and silver, in cleansing the clothes 
—its purity will protect your hands just 
as it protects lovely complexions. They 
w ill stay smooth and white and lovely— 
for any occasion—because Ivory is kind 
and gentle! P r o c t e r  &  g a m b l e

I v o r y  S o a p
K IN D  TO  EVERYTH ING IT TOUCHES

99  44/ioo  ° /o  pure • It floats
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R obert
J.

Pearsall
Author o f  “ Luck's F ool,"  “ The Past and Old Dan Pettigrew , ”  Etc.

Back in the rowdy California days when there was a movement on foot to separate 
the State from  the Union, a young adventurer chanced on a slip of paper that intro= 
duced him to an attractive girl who was not afraid to play a real woman’s part, and 
led into the heart of political intrigue, the boiling caldron of action and romance.

C H A P T E R  I.
ON T H E  RUN.

RU SH  was making a run for it. 
Sitting there in the Golden Bear 
barroom, he told Sheehy so 

frankly, and maybe a bit too loudly, un
der the circumstances. He was going 
to be sensible. Five thousand men, or 
maybe ten thousand, were altogether too 
many to buck, he said. Especially when

you didn’t know who they were, nor 
where; and when half o f them really 
believed they were patriots and all, and 
that it was just like war. Why, right 
here in this barroom, there were prob
ably men who would put a bullet in him 
if they knew who he was. Well, they’d 
know soon enough; but he’d be away by 
then.

Rush’s blue eyes flamed virtuously 
as he made this safety-first proclama
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tion. His trim, lean, muscular body 
was taut with the fervor o f his pro
nouncement. You could tell surely 
enough he was on the run by the very 
shrug o f his square, wide shoulders, as 
he tapped the butt o f his holstered re
volver.

“ It don’t carry enough bullets, Tim, 
to fit this here occasion. Man, I ’m off. 
I ’m playin’ safe. I ’m leavin’ California 
right now. An’ what’s the matter with 
me that you don’t want me with you?”

Sheehy, a big, red-faced, middle-aged 
Irishman, scratched his graying head 
perplexedly. He didn’t know what to 
do about Rush, but he could at least 
answer that last question.

“ Faith, there’s nothin’ wrong wit’ ye, 
an’ ye know Oi know it, lad. Don’t Oi 
remember ye under Walker, an’ haven’t 
Oi been hearin’ av ye ever since ? There 
isn’t a better man in this room— aye, 
nor in all California!”

Sheehy sincerely believed that, but 
it was a great deal to say. There were 
no weaklings visible in the Golden Bear 
barroom, and there were few in the 
California o f that day.

Other sorts o f  men were in the 
Golden Bear in plentiful variety: suc
cessful survivors o f  the twelve mad 
years since ’49; fortune hunters fresh 
from all the seas o f the earth; honest 
men and rogues; noisy men and quiet, 
sober men; drunken, wise-eyed and un
wise men; lawyers, merchants, miners, 
grafters— all having won their fortune 
or busy seeking it in the wildest gold 
rush and game o f empire building and 
grabbing in history.

“ You ’re better than any o f ’em,”  went 
on Sheehy, “ but ’tis just because av 
that. Boy, Oi know ye. ’Tis not wit’ 
that bunch av hard nuts, scum av the 
earth, that ye— ‘Hurry-up’ Rush, ‘Nica
ragua’ Rush, ‘Rush av the Durango’ 
— belong. Sure, there’s a better way 
for ye to be escapin’ than joinin’ wit’ 
us.”

Rush threw back his head and

laughed at that, but with affection for 
Sheehy in his still-boyish eyes.

“  ‘Preacher’ Sheehy— you’ve still
your good ideas for me. An’ I thank 
you for ’em kindly. But take one look 
out there. Then tell me, how can you 
bid me value my life, an’ stand in the 
way o f me savin’ it?”

Sheehy followed Rush’s glance over 
the room. Truly, it was not the ordi
nary San Francisco crowd, boisterous 
with easy good humor, that filled the 
place to-night.

The men were about the same, o f 
course, and their occupations were the 
same— lining three deep in places be
fore the mahogany bars, or gathered in 
low-voiced groups beneath the blazing, 
many-crystalled chandeliers that threw 
down more heat than light, or listening 
to the croupiers’ raucous calls at the 
gaming tables. But the confident good- 
fellowship was mostly gone. It was 
eclipsed by too many sidelong, suspi
cious looks, too many groups that kept 
apart from others and dissolved as at 
a glance, too much low talk that tried to 
conceal itself beneath the clamor of 
more careless voices, the blaring o f the 
band, and the clatter o f coins and 
glasses on the bars.

“ Faith,”  said Sheehy, “ you’re roight. 
The game’s afoot, an’ pity the man that 
stands in the way av it. Get out ye 
must, but phwat’s the matter wit’ an 
ordinary ship?”

“ They’ll all be watched-------  But
say! Sheehy!”  A  curious, whimsical 
light appeared in Rush’s eyes, as though 
he scented a good joke upon himself.

“ Sure your expedition ain’t part of 
th a tr

Sheehy grew more serious, but re
plied positively:

“ Not a bit av it. Filibusterin’ in 
South America, Oi judge it, wit’ 
maybe a bit av piracy thrown in. A  
good ship, wit’ plenty av men, an’ plenty 
av money behind it— an’ ahead, too, Oi 
hope— an’ wit’ such evidences av law-
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lessness that even Oi shouldn’t be con
nected wit’ it. But not-------”

“ Republic-makin’, eh ?”  completed 
Rush, still with that whimsical, half- 
wishful look in his eyes. “ I f  it were, 
an’ I joined, wouldn’t that be a case? 
A  wasp in a hornet’s nest, by George! 
I f  only I hadn’t made up my mind to 
play safe! But I have. But tell me, 
Tim, what makes you so certain?”

“ Well, 'tis loike this,”  returned 
Sheehy. “ Them Bear State men are 
respectable, in spite av bein’ phwat Oi 
call traitors. An’ they’re after respect
able support. They couldn’t afford to 
be mixed up wit’ the bunch, av ruffians 
that’s goin’ to man that ship. That’s the 
way Oi look at it.”

“ Your expedition sounds better an’ 
better,”  said Rush. “ Get me in on it, 
Sheehy, will you? Rememberin’ old 
times, get me in on it.”

“ Oi suppose so,”  sighed Sheehy. 
“ But ’tis because I ’m rememberin’ them 
old times that O i’d rather see ye some
where else.”

It had been in Nicaragua under 
Walker that they had met, and Rush 
but a high-strung lad in his teens. 
Much trouble had followed, and finally 
disaster; but meanwhile Walker had 
made the alert boy a captain, and the 
lonely Sheehy had made him almost a 
son in his heart. A fter imprisonment 
and escape, their trails had parted, but 
every now and then, Sheehy heard of 
Rush.

How he had shipped at Panama, for 
instance, with a second-class ticket and 
a ten-dollar stake, and had arrived at 
San Francisco with a thousand, gained 
mostly by repeated speculations in fruit. 
H ow he had located two abandoned 
gulch heads and taken out a fortune, 
lost in a month in a town-site flyer. 
H ow  he had gone into Mexico alone, 
located a mine in the middle o f  Du
rango, fought fever, made friends of 
the bandits, rode the storm o f a revolu
tion, and got his gold out. Another for

tune. No one knew where that had 
gone.

Now times had changed in California, 
no longer so fluid and adventurous; and 
Sheehy learned with disappointment 
that Rush had recently become a mere 
back-country gambler. Not a common 
gambler, though, Sheehy was sure o f 
that. Rush would be uncommon if  only 
in that he’d gamble fairly; but it was 
no job for him anyway. And neither 
was this crazy expedition, which Sheehy 
had promised to join, the place for a 
young un that had stuff in him yet. 
Sheehy was saying something more to 
that effect, and that it was all right for 
him because he was through, anyway, 
when he was interrupted by an incident 
not so unusual in those days.

It was a sudden fracas at a near-by 
poker table. “ Cheat!”  rasped one man, 
and another: “ L iar!”  And before the 
latter word was out, they were both on 
their feet and shooting.

Tw o shots and it was over. Frag
ments o f glass showering down from a 
chandelier told o f one man’s bullet- 
spoiled aim. For the other bullet went 
true. Rush, on his feet, could see noth
ing for the men standing between; but 
he heard a body slump to the floor, 
dragging the table over with it.

“ Grab him !”  “ Get his gun!”  “ He’s
killed him, the-------”  “ Watch the
doors!”

The old days were surely over, for 
the victor in the impromptu duel was 
seized by half a dozen men. Then 
Rush, for a hunted, fleeing man, made 
himself very conspicuous: he leaped on 
his chair to see the better. He glimpsed 
the face o f  the imperiled man— an hon
est face if there was ever one— and 
swiftly, instinctively, Rush’s hand went 
to his revolver butt.

Sheehy laughed softly, seeing the ac
tion. “ Begorra, don’t forget you’re 
runnin’ for it.”

Rush, thus reminded, hesitated an in
stant; and in that time it was oddly
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made plain that the other didn’t need 
his help.

The man uttered a cry, a most pe
culiar one, a signal that Rush had heard 
once before. Rush relaxed; he knew 
about what would happen; but he wasn’t 
prepared for Sheehy’s action.

Sheehy started instantly to the rescue. 
All over the barroom other men started, 
too. But that cry for help was so mi
raculously potent that most o f them 
weren’t needed save for moral support. 
Among the men around the killer, there 
was a swirl o f movement, followed by 
a concerted rush of four o f them, with 
the killer in between, toward a rear exit. 
No one followed as they passed out.

But he wasn’t a killer after all. The 
gambler whom he’d shot still lived— and 
besides, he had cheated. At least, that 
was the word that was passed as the 
fallen man was carried out. And the 
bulk o f the crowd glowered and grum
bled, but accepted the situation. The 
rescuers were organized and the crowd 
was not— that was the explanation. 
And upon Rush’s face there was a look 
o f questing, dubious excitement, as 
Sheehy returned to their table.

Aloud, and as carelessly as he could 
voice the question, he asked Sheehy:

“ A  friend o f yours, Tim ?”
“ No— oh, ye mane that shootin’ in

dividual ?”  Sheehy’s voice was troubled 
and thoughtful. “ Yes, he was a friend.”

“ He had a lot o f ’em,”  said Rush 
dryly. “ Honest, Sheehy, don’t you 
know what that means?”

“ That! Phwat?”
“ That yell the fellow gave, for one 

thing.”
“ W hy, yes. That meant he was wan 

o f us; wan o f our expedition. But Oi 
didn’t know-------”

Sheehy’s voice trailed* off, and his 
eyes, which drink had rendered not as 
keen as they had been, wandered out 
over the crowd, which was settling 
down with an increase o f tension.

“ That you had so much high-grade

support, eh? Funny, isn’t it?”  Rush’s 
own eyes were very bright and dancing 
with some suppressed desire. “ By
heavens, Sheehy, if I wasn’t-------
W hen’s this precious expedition o f  
yours to start?”

“ Day after to-morrow.”
“ Then meet me here to-morrow night, 

will you, and never mind gettin’ me a 
place in it til! then. I ’ll be thinkin’ over 
what you said, d’ye see? A n ’ now I’ve 
gotta get some sleep. I ’m all in.”

He rose and strode from the bar
room, with men glancing appraisingly 
and mostly approvingly at him as he 
passed. The rough miner’s clothes that 
he wore didn’t seem to quite belong on 
his supple body, which moved with such 
effortless ease. Quite in place, how
ever, seemed the revolver that swung 
at his side. He was smiling a little at 
the trick which Fate had almost played 
on him.

Outside, on the high-pillared veranda 
o f the hotel, he stood for a while look
ing out upon the open, unkempt plaza, 
unlighted save by the fringe o f  saloons.

“ Now, if I wasn’t playin’ safe-------”
he muttered.

If it wasn’t for that proud determi
nation o f his— proud because new— he 
felt he would surely join Sheehy’s expe
dition, even though the scene in the bar
room had perfectly proved that it was 
connected with the very movement from 
which he had run from Sacramento, and 
must run considerably farther.

It had been the freakiest bit o f bad 
luck and bad judgment, masquerading 
as good, that had got him into his diffi
culties. He had played with a man who 
looked like a miner, and had won heav
ily. The last o f his winnings was a 
sack o f  dust wagered by the stranger, 
who must have been drunker than he 
looked. For when Rush got back to his 
hotel and emptied the sack, he found 
in the bottom o f  it a paper the mere 
sight o f  which checked his breathing. 

The names on it were high names in
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deed, but that paper placed in the proper 
hands might change them into numbers 
instead. The plans that the paper in
dicated, Rush didn’t stop to read. One 
glance told him that they outlined a plot 
for revolt in California against the Fed
eral authority, weakened by the Civil 
W ar in the East. It was the old Bear 
State movement, revived under more 
hopeful circumstances.

Rush knew something o f it already, 
as nearly every one did. He knew the 
arguments for the common crow d: that 
the Bear State flag had flown first and 
had been taken down by force; that 
Washington was twelve days away by 
the fastest mail and could not govern 
successfully over thousands o f miles of 
wilderness; that California should be 
for the Californians, and the people’s 
taxes for themselves.

He knew the sort o f men that headed 
the movement. “ Knights o f the Golden 
Circle,”  they called themselves. He 
knew the stake for which they played; 
control o f the world’s greatest reservoir 
o f gold. He knew— quite all that he 
wanted to know. Particularly he knew 
that he mustn’t be found with this pa
per. His resolution to play quite safe 
formed itself as he stood with the paper 
in his hand. As he touched a match to 
it, he was making plans for instant de
parture from Sacramento.

He was packing up, when three men 
entered his room without stopping to 
knock. He knew he was in for trouble.

He was, and one o f the three was 
in for death. Rush didn’t intend to kill 
him, but he had to shoot or be shot, 
when they wouldn’t believe he had de
stroyed the paper. Then he went 
through the window.

Rush regretted his accidentally fatal 
shot less the next day, when he learned 
that a man, who could be hardly other 
than the Golden Circle messenger, had 
been found dead in the tule marsh out
side Sacramento. He had paid high for 
his carelessness.

The affair was now forty-eight hours 
old, and Rush was still alive, contrary 
to the prophecy o f his three visitors. 
That was because he had traveled a hun
dred miles swiftly and circuitously, be
fore making for San Francisco, the only 
open port. He was giving them a run 
for it. He was playing safe.

But he had to admit, standing there, 
that the rather unaccustomed role was 
growing a trifle wearisome. Middle- 
aged prudence was hardly in his line, 
as yet. But he’d stick it out, no fear.

Hardly like a fugitive did he look, 
however, as he presently crossed the 
hotel lobby on his way to his room. Up 
the uncarpeted stairway his boots rang 
smartly, and down the ill-lighted hall to 
his own door. And he perceived as his 
hand sought the doorknob, a pencil o f 
light streaming through the keyhole 
from the room which should have been 
dark.

W ho was waiting in there for him? 
Knights o f the Golden Circle?

Rush’s reaction was instant, and pe
culiar for the cautious part he was play
ing. With a tightening o f all his mus
cles, he flung the door open and leaped 
in, his revolver extended.

The leaping o f that revolver toward 
its target resembled the striking o f a 
serpent. A  hushed1 cry o f alarm had 
guided Rush’s aim to a figure which 
sprang up from behind the bed at the 
other side o f the room.

For an instant, his finger rested on 
the trigger. Then, utterly astounded, 
he replaced his revolver.

“ I— I-------”  he stammered. “ What
can I do for you, miss?”

C H A P T E R  II.
RUSH PLAYS INQUISITOR.

D U S H ’S first glance showed him 
merely that the intruder was a girl. 

Then he saw that her face was growing 
colorless; her lips were parted with 
alarm; her eyes were staring at him ,
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wide with dismay. But she seemed to 
be struggling hard for composure, and 
before he would have thought it pos
sible, she partially attained it. Pale
lipped, she managed a smile; and though 
terror still lurked in her eyes, her voice 
was almost steady when she replied:

“ You might— forgive me my tres
pass. And let an unwitting burglar 
escape.”

She laughed lightly, almost naturally, 
and came unhurriedly around the foot 
o f the bed. But Rush, watching her 
eyes, knew that what she wanted to do 
was scream and run for the door.

What Rush wanted to do from that 
moment was to let her go, and he al
most did. Then he reminded himself 
o f his own predicament. It seemed im
possible she could be a Golden Circle 
spy, but if not that, what was she?

“ Well, if you’ll tell me what you’re
trespassin’ for-------”  he suggested, with
amazement growing every moment he 
looked at her.

For truly she seemed the least likely 
person in the world to be caught in 
such a position. Her terrified eyes were 
modest eyes, too, with dignity in the 
violet depths o f them. Dignity and a 
fine intelligence were in the fine lines 
o f her slightly irregular features; and 
her slender, well-poised body was 
clothed in a street dress o f unmistakable 
taste and value.

But still Rush had to recognize, in 
her furtive glance at the door behind 
his back, a fear even greater than 
seemed natural under the circumstances. 
And her words didn’t ring quite true.

“ O f course I ’ll explain. I had this 
room last night, and when I left this 
morning, I forgot some papers.”  She 
showed him a fold that looked like let
ters in her right hand. “ So I came back 
for them. I ’d no idea the room was 
occupied. I ’m sorry.”

She smiled tremulously, and took a 
step or two toward the door.

It required an increasing effort o f the

will for Rush to keep his place in front 
o f her. She was so brave in her terror, 
so appealing in her slender helplessness, 
so obviously inexperienced in contriving 
a lie. But in knowledge there is safety, 
Rush reminded himself. What was she 
doing in his room ?

“ And the clerk sent you right up, of 
course,”  said Rush pleasantly. “ That 
wasn’t your fault, but I ’ll just go down 
with you and tell him next time to get 
my permission.”

The girl faltered at that. Dismay 
again widened her eyes and broke into 
her voice.

“ But he didn’t. He— wasn’t in the 
office. I didn’t want to wait, so I came 
right up.”

“ Yes. I don’t blame you a bit for 
telling me that, either. But you 
wouldn’t, o f course. Some might, but 
you wouldn’t. And you wouldn’t have 
been carrying a pass-key. As I said—  
well, my original proposition stands.”

“ What was it?”  Her body was rigid 
with the effort o f gripping at her self- 
control.

“ Tell me what you’re here for, an’ I ’ll 
let you go.”

She was evidently not accustomed to 
being disbelieved, for she flashed out 
angrily.

“ I f  you won’t believe me, what’s the 
use o f  telling you anything?”

“ Miss, it’s like this,”  returned Rush 
easily, “ this here thing’s too strange for 
anything but the truth or a most mag
nificent lie to fit. A n ’ you ain’t had ex
perience enough in lyin’ to invent one 
that’ll hold water. I'll know the truth 
when I hear it.”

“ And if I won’t explain?”
“ Then I ’m afraid I ’ll have to do my 

duty an’ call the management.”
“ Oh, your duty!”  Suddenly the

girl’s temper flamed. “ Satisfy your
impertinent curiosity, or you’ll do your 
duty. Well, do it, then.”

Rush turned impassively toward the 
door. It was a bluff, o f course. He
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neither wanted to expose the girl, nor 
to call attention to himself. Behind 
him, there was a swift movement, a stir
ring cry, half between a sob and a 
moan.

“ Oh, no! No, I can’t let you— he’d 
be killed! Oh, let me think!”

Rush turned. The girl’s right hand 
was raised, her fingers indenting her 
cheek. Her face was so nearly con
vulsed with horror at the threatened ex
posure that Rush for sheer shame 
shifted his glance. His eyes fell on the 
folded letters in her hand, and remained 
there for a long moment, while his curi
osity stirred afresh. For the fold was 
covered with the oddest characters he 
had ever seen, more erratically formed 
than any hieroglyphics— mere jumbles 
o f  straight and curved lines criss
crossed in every direction. I f  they ex
plained the girl’s presence here-------
But good L o rd ! she was crying!

“ Miss! I ’m askin’ you------- Let me
explain. I didn’t mean-------  You can
go, but I wish------- I don’t want you to
think-------”

Gone was Rush’s own self-control, 
dissolved in the girl’s tears. How 
could he have tortured her so! He 
wanted to touch her, to take her hand 
reassuringly; but he didn’t dare step 
nearer. Helplessly he stared at her, 
until she looked out from moist but 
brightening eyes.

“ You’ll let me g o !”
“ O f course! I didn’t intend-------

I ’m in danger myself, an’ I— I thought 
you might be connected up with it. I ’m 
on the run. A n ’ so I wanted to know 
if-------”

Half-frightened again, the girl looked 
at him mistily.

“ You’re in danger?”
“ Yes. That’s why-------”
“ O h ! I wish------- It’s nothing to do

with you, I know.”
“ O f course it hasn’t. I should have

known that. I ’m sorry-------”
“ I wish I could tell you. Just so
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you’d know. But I can’t. He— it isn’t 
my secret. But I ’d rather die myself 
than-------”

“ I know. O r rather, I don’t know. 
But it’s all right. I wish I could help 
you.”

Queer how small and intimate the 
room was, all o f a sudden; how soft and 
friendly was the girl’s hand, as she took 
Rush’s on her way to the door.

“ Oh, I ’ll be all right,”  Rush told her 
— and meant it. Just then, there was 
nothing in the world could touch him. 
“ I ’m playin’ safe, as I said— givin’ ’em 
a run for it.”

A  smile! A  really gorgeous, warm 
smile!

“ Good luck! You don’t look like a 
man that would be running much.”  
Her voice was soft, low, teasing.

“ Good luck to you and-------”  Rush
began. But the door had closed behind 
her.

Rush stared at the door for a mo
ment after she had gone, with a look 
almost o f incredulity. It seemed impos
sible that the thing had actually hap
pened. Yet, as he turned, there stood 
the bed thrust away from the wall, as 
evidence. She had moved the bed, knelt 
behind it, secured the fold o f  letters, and 
— Rush had quickly placed himself in
approximately her position------- What
was this?

A  narrow strip o f cloth dangled from 
the bottom o f one o f the bed slats. 
Rush touched it, found the free end 
stiff with glue. Evidently the letters 
had been secured by this strip o f cloth 
to the bottom o f the slat— a first-class 
hiding place. Few, searching the room, 
would think o f inspecting the under side 
o f the narrow bed slats.

But here was something else, which 
his entrance had probably caused the 
girl to miss. It appeared to be a small 
packet, secured exactly as the letters 
had been.

Rush started a triumphant smile, then 
it faded. It gave him short-lived zest



that the packet probably contained a 
revelation o f the girl’s hard-kept secret. 
He actually hesitated before he tore the 
packet loose, and stood up.

Then he discovered that it wasn’t a 
packet after all. A  single sheet o f  writ
ing paper lay on top o f a plate o f trans
parent glass, about an inch thick, and 
o f the same length and width as the 
paper.

“ A  read'in’ glass!”  Rush guessed.
He took his finds over to the table 

which stood under the bracketed oil 
lamp. He put the crystal down upon 
the figure cloth— then stared at it with 
increased perplexity.

“ Great Scott! N o  readin’ glass, that’s 
sure.”

For under the crystal, the colored 
figures on the cloth assumed the weird
est appearance! Each separate line was 
twisted and distorted, magnified in 
places and in other places diminished, 
until its actual shape was hardly to be 
guessed at. Nor did any explanation 
o f this effect occur to Rush, until he 
lifted the glass, and discovered the 
irregular nodules and depressions on 
both surfaces.

“ Humph! Like a hundred magni- 
fyin’ glasses all jumbled together. Only 
half o f ’em are reducin’ glasses, instead. 
A  precious lot o f work somebody’s put 
in on this. Let’s see what’s on this 
paper.”

He glanced at it, expecting to find 
the same grotesque hieroglyphics which 
he had observed on the papers in the 
girl’s hand. But instead it was half 
covered with a peculiar but quite leg
ible scrawl in a man’s bold writing. 
Rush read swiftly, with a little chill 
creeping over him:

------ so no connection between Hawk and
Deeth has been established as yet, but I have 
no doubt that one exists. The money being 
spent by Deeth indicates greater resources 
than he himself would be able to command. 
Nor does Hawk by himself possess such re
sources. But plainly if the Golden Circle is 
financing the arrangements, it is doing so

8

without knowledge o f Deeth’s criminal char- 
acter and history.

I think complete information on these points 
will be found in the inclosed letters, if they 
can be interpreted. I am sure they are let
ters written by Deeth to Hawk, from whom 
I stole them. But so far, I have been un
able to find the key------

The sentence broke off near the bot
tom o f  the page. Probably the letter 
writer had been interrupted at this 
point, and had hidden the paper and the 
crystal. Maybe the preceding part o f 
the letter were with the papers the girl 
had carried off. Maybe the writer had 
overlooked this page when binding up 
the others, and had then placed it with 
the crystal.

But all that didn’t matter much. The 
thing that mattered was that the girl, 
crystal, letters and all, were somehow 
connected with the workings o f the 
Golden Circle. That he had told the 
girl enough o f his danger to almost 
identify him with the Circle. That this 
room might be entered at any time for 
what the girl had missed. That his road 
to safety led out o f this room, out o f 
this hotel, and away.

That was his road, yet he lingered. 
There were many puzzling questions!

W ho was the writer o f this frag
mentary letter? W ho was the Deeth 
who was o f such unquestionable “ crim
inal history and character,”  but who 
was nevertheless heading the mysterious 
“ arrangements” which the Golden Cir
cle was financing? Hawk was evi
dently a leader o f the Golden Circle—  
perhaps the leader, since he seemed to 
control the finances. Hawk and Deeth 
were working together; and the girl 
— why, she must be working with them, 
to o !

For the thing boiled down to this: 
The letters in unreadable hieroglyphics 
had been stolen from the man named 
Hawk by a previous occupant o f this 
room, who was presumably a Federal 
agent. And the girl had stolen them 
back again.

THE POPULAR
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What had become o f the government 
agent, that he hadn’t come back to his 
cache? W as more than one guess 
needed ? Rush wondered. There is 
only one impassable wall, that between 
this world and the next.

Rush read the letter again. Another 
thought came to him. Wasn’t it prob
able that Sheehy’s expedition was the 
one the writer had been investigating. 
W hy, wasn’t it almost certain? By 
Sheehy’s words, its membership was 
ruffianly enough to suit Deeth’s “ crim
inal character,”  and it was certainly 
connected with the Golden Circle.

What a wonderful tangle to be unrav
eled! What a wonderful game to sit 
in ! And what a wonderful girl to—  
well, help. Perhaps!

“ I f  I only wasn’t on the run for i t !”
W ell, he was, and there was an end to 

that. But what would he do to-night?
She had missed the crystal. What 

effect, he wondered, would that have on 
her mission? What result to the un
named “ he”  whose life she was trying 
to save? And what result to herself? 
They were dangerous men she was 
working with.

Now, he must leave that room. He 
must make for the hills, or maybe for 
the water front. He must get away.

H e started for the door and paused 
strangely irresolute. He told himself 
he was tired and sleepy, as indeed he 
was. He postponed flight until the 
morning, and shoved the bed across the 
locked door. Under the mattress, he 
placed the crystal and all o f his present 
wealth, a belt weighty with gold coins. 
On a chair by the bedside he placed his 
revolver, and lay down fully clothed.

W oe be to the person who tried to 
enter the room that night!

But when, at an unknown later hour, 
the bed began to move ever so slightly, 
Rush awoke from a dream so vivid that 
it seemed for the moment reality, o f the 
girl standing before him with fear-smit
ten face and extended, pleading hands,

crying out for the thing Rush had 
caused her to miss: “ Give it to me or 
he dies.”  And staring at the slowly 
widening line of light between the door 
and the jamb, he saw that the crystal 
might be pushed through.

“ W ho’s there?”  he whispered, fan
tastically hoping to hear her reply.

A  key was withdrawn sharply from  
the lock. A  man’s footsteps retreated 
down the hall. Instantly Rush was on 
his feet, revolver in hand, and dragging 
back the bed. He would follow the 
man, he would force the truth from  
him about the crystal and the girl, about 
Hawk and Deeth.

He was out in the hall. It was empty. 
Somewhere a door closed softly. At 
the same moment, Rush remembered 
his part. His was no hunter’s role 
now. He was the hunted himself. 
What an absurdity! How ridiculous 
to risk a fracas!

With a low laugh at his own foolish
ness, he returned to his bed.

C H A P T E R  III.
DOUBLE-DEALING.

'T 'H E R E ’s some one to see you, Mr. 
1 Rush.”

Rush had come down full o f good 
resolutions; he would show a clean pair 
o f heels to-day. He met the clerk’s an
nouncement therefore with impatience 
— likely it was Sheehy. Or it might be 
some other acquaintance. So many 
knew him in San Francisco that he 
hadn’t dared to hide under an assumed 
name. He turned, and his scalp began 
to prickle, but not unpleasantly. No 
one was in the lobby that he knew. That 
meant one thing—danger!

“ The gentleman’s coming across,”  
said the clerk.

Rush’s eyes narrowed as he followed 
the clerk’s nod. Certainly this was no 
acquaintance; Rush had never seen the 
man before. I f  he had, he would have 
remembered him.
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He was one to be remembered, if only 
for his height; but his huge shoulders 
and chest and paunch were even more 
impressive. Yet, heavy as he was, he 
walked with such ease and grace that 
Rush glanced respectfully at the mus
cles that swelled the sleeves o f his black 
swallowtail, and the legs o f his tight 
pantaloons. But the really unforget- 
able thing about the man was his face 
— strong o f jaw, nose and forehead; 
dead-white o f complexion; and with 
deep-set, coal-black, curiously shaped, 
and certainly unscrupulous eyes.

But in a moment those eyes were 
warm with friendship, apparently glow
ing with gratitude.

“ Mr. Rush?”  He extended his hand. 
“ M y name is Hawk, sir— Captain 
Hawk. May I have the honor o f wish
ing you good morning?”

Hawk! It was lucky that Rush had 
steeled himself to meet at least an emis
sary o f the Golden Circle. Here was 
one o f  its heads, perhaps its very head, 
and the man, too, from whom the crys
tal and the letters had been stolen. Rush 
betrayed no surprise. But he felt a 
quickening o f his heartbeats, a zestful 
racing of his blood, as his hand was en
veloped in the larger one o f Captain 
Hawk. A  warning signal, that— his old 
reaction to peril.

“ I ’m obliged to you for the wish, 
Captain Hawkes.”

“ Hawk, sir, without the plural. The 
other is more common, sir. M y fam
ily-------”  Eloquence was in the pause.
“ But it’s about that I called to see you 
— the honor o f my family, my daughter. 
I wish to thank you, Mr. Rush, for 
respecting both last night.”

“ Your daughter?”  Hawk questioned 
easily. But inwardly he was laughing. 
That girl, this man’s daughter! Impos
sible, preposterous! But Rush couldn’t 
have said exactly why.

“ Yes, sir, my daughter,”  replied Cap
tain Hawk. “ W ill you be seated?”

He indicated a chair, and Rush found

himself sinking into it without any real 
volition on his part. Also, he felt him
self being compelled to resist a certain 
insidious liking for the man. Certainly 
Captain Hawk was a leader, and an 
opponent fit for any man’s steel.

“ I have reprimanded my daughter se
verely,”  Hawk went on. “ It wa9 un
fair to herself and to our family name 
to place herself in a position so open to 
misconstruction. Fortunately, she had 
to deal with a gentleman. I think she 
explained the circumstances.”

“ She didn’t need to,”  said Rush 
shortly.

Hawk stirred in his chair.
“ The attitude o f a gentleman, sir. 

O f course, my Alice bears her character 
in her face.”  Hawk’s tone when he 
mentioned her name was unctuous, but 
not with a fatherly note, and Rush had 
to fight no more against liking the man.

“ But I thought she told you that she 
had merely come back to the room for 
something or hers.”

“ Oh, maybe she did.”  Clearly the 
girl had gone to H awk; had told him at 
least part o f what had happened in 
Rush’s room.

“ Exactly. But the more credit is 
due you for not requiring the explana
tion. Have you breakfasted, sir?”

“ No, but I breakfast late.”
“ Then will you join me at the bar?”  
Rush would not, with thanks. He 

never drank before eating. Obviously 
Hawk was fishing for something. Rush 
wouldn’t help him. Clever as Hawk 
seemed, however, Rush felt that if his 
assassination was the object o f Hawk’s 
call, he couldn’t have kept some hint o f 
it out o f his eyes. Perhaps Hawk was 
so highly placed in the Circle that such 
a commonplace matter wouldn’t have 
come to his notice. Perhaps Rush was 
justified in his hope that his circuitous 
flight had put the Circle off the track, 
that they weren’t looking for him in 
San Francisco, yet.

“ A h !”  For just an instant, Cap
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tain Hawk allowed his annoyance at 
Rush’s refusal to be seen. “ Then I ’ll 
be taking my departure.”

He started to rise, then settled down 
again.

“ But I ’d almost forgotten, sir— a 
trivial matter, such as one does forget. 
M y daughter requested me to ask for 
something which she overlooked last 
night.”

“ She did?”  queried Rush unhelp
fully.

“ Yes, sir. A  girl’s trinket, Mr. Rush.
Really worthless, but------- A  sort of
magic reading glass, upon which she 
places great store. You may have no
ticed its peculiar properties.”  Hawk 
smiled indulgently. “ O r did you find it 
at all?”

Rush smiled back innocently.
“ Yes, I found it, an’ it does seem 

to have peculiar properties, as you call 
’em. The property o f attractin’ bur
glars, for one thing. Another party 
had a try at it last night, after your 
daughter left. Tried to break into my 
room for it.”

Rush felt that Hawk made a mistake 
then. He controlled his features too 
well. Normally, if he hadn’t known of 
the attempted entry, he would at least 
have expressed surprise. But he only 
laughed lightly.

“ Oh, I assure you, you’re mistaken. 
Nobody else would be interested in it. 
It’s just a womanish fancy. I believe 
a fortune teller sold it to her, with some 
nonsensical story. However, since you 
have it-------”

“ I’ll give it back, o f  course,”  said 
Rush, looking squarely at Hawk. In 
those curiously shaped, unreadable, al
most opaque eyes, a great relief flamed 
for an instant. Rush’s reaction to that 
relief was unexpected even to himself. 
Suddenly he wanted to quench it; he 
was filled with the zest o f the mental 
fencer, too— a desire to match wits with 
this man; and above all, to see the girl 
again, to know that she was safe.

“ T o your daughter herself,”  he added 
clearly.

Captain Hawk’s eyelids flickered 
with disappointment. Then he drew 
himself up proudly.

“ But, sir, as her father, surely I-------”
“ Oh, sure you’ve the right to it,”  

agreed Rush easily. “ A n ’ it isn’t worth 
foolin’ about, o f course. Only, maybe 
I want to meet your daughter again. 
Maybe I take this way o f  doin’ it. 
Maybe— a whole lot o f things.”  And 
Rush smiled as stupidly and as stub
bornly as he could.

But his eyes were busy all the while. 
Hawk’s active brain was working, too. 
Very much, Rush wanted to know what 
quickly conceived plan to handle the sit
uation caused Hawk to relax forgivingly 
and beam on him.

“ I think I understand, sir. You are 
really too courteous to make your mean
ing clear. You want to make sure I ’m 
actually her father— that the trinket 
gets back to its owner. Very good, sir. 
M y opinion o f you remains unchanged. 
I will take you to her.”

Hawk started to rise.
“ Just a minute, captain,”  put in Rush. 

“ I ’ll have to go after it. It’s in my 
room.”

Which statement, o f course, was un
true. Rush had the crystal in his pocket. 
Though its value was wholly unknown 
to him, he wasn’t going to risk losing 
it to another hotel prowler.

But that flicker in Hawk’s face o f a 
rapidly formulated plan had warned 
Rush. Hawk had determined to get the 
crystal from him by trickery. Well—  
it would be a keen game.

He got his key from the clerk and 
returned to his room. And now was 
the time, if he valued his own safety, 
to make a backstairs escape. Whatever 
Hawk’s plans, if Rush went with him, 
he would likely be going straight into a 
rendezvous o f the Golden Circle. And 
he had killed one o f them; he was sup
posed to have much o f  their plans, a
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roster o f  their principal members—  
certainly enough to condemn him to 
death if he was recognized. Rush re
minded himself o f all that, and that 
he was making a run for it; but he 
knew it was no use.

When he got through with Hawk, he 
would run!

Now his dream recurred to him, the 
girl pleading for the crystal. Memories 
o f  her parting smile warmed him, and 
the challenge that Hawk presented rode 
him hard. So, after a few minutes, 
he was again in the lobby, and with 
his key, he turned in a small package 
to the clerk.

But when a little later he was seated 
in a two-wheeled calash with Captain 
Hawk, something o f  his zest left him, 
and uneasiness took the place. They 
were bound for the water front. Cap
tain Hawk’s daughter was on his ship, 
anchored in the bay. And such a ship 
was a bit too remote from ordinary hu
man affairs— too convenient a place for 
secret deeds— to suit Rush.

Hawk, too, seemed more and more 
forbidding. In the silence that ensued, 
something evil seemed to flow from him, 
making Rush’s spirits droop. Rush 
would have liked to talk, to draw him 
out, but the turmoil o f  the streets was 
too great. It was the noisiest city in the 
world.

Wheels rumbled and horses’ hoofs 
drummed on planks and cobblestones; 
omnibuses and drays creaked and rat
tled; there was the continual shouting 
o f newsboys, bootblacks and cigar boys, 
and the rival exhortations o f  street 
preachers and thimblerig gamblers. 
“ Steam paddies”  roared by, emptying 
the sand hills into the bay, and every
where was the racket o f hammers, axes, 
saws, mallets and steam shovels; San 
Francisco was being built. N o use to 
try conversation.

So Rush studied the crowd itself. 
Never was so strange a mixture! Gor
geously dressed Spaniards and M exi

cans; aloof and lost-looking Kanakas, 
Moors and Turks; Chinese sidling by 
like phantoms, hands in flowing sleeves. 
O f types o f the conquering race, there 
was every variety: sinister “ Sydney 
ducks,”  swaggering New York “ shoul
der strikers,”  long-haired trappers from 
the Rockies, lean and fever-haunted 
Southern crackers, hard-fisted lumber
jacks from Maine rivers, Indian fighters 
from the Western plains, shrewd, com 
mercial Yankees.

It wouldn’t be hard, thought Rush, 
to separate such a state from the Union. 
He had been indifferent to that move
ment, like many others. It hadn’t 
seemed to touch him at all. But now, 
riding with the representative o f the 
Golden Circle, Captain Hawk, he felt 
inclined to take sides. Underneath the 
man’s suavity and unquestionable 
power, there was something alien and 
monstrous. Rush couldn’t think what 
it was. He couldn’t at all explain his 
persistent impression that Hawk was 
different from other men.

They came to Central W harf. A  ship 
from up the Sacramento had just de
barked a load o f  miners, young, strong, 
eager-eyed and vociferous; and as they 
swaggered up the pier, the proprietors 
o f  the small shops, fruit stands, shabby 
saloons and gambling houses that lined 
the sides, set up a clamor for custom. 
Through the tumult, the driver made 
his way; and at the end o f the pier, 
Captain Hawk and Rush got out.

“ W e’ll take a shore boat from here,”  
said Hawk.

One was waiting for them, with the 
name Flying Spray on its bow. Tw o 
villainous-looking men laid hold o f the 
oars as Hawk and Rush scrambled 
down into it. And his feeling o f  dread 
returned to Rush. Now he wished he 
had not come.

Nor did that feeling lessen as they 
shoved off, and presently laid their 
course toward a large and handy-looking 
clipper ship that swung at anchor a little
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to the north of. Yerba Bueno Island, 
midway between San Francisco and the 
Alameda shore.

Still most solicitous of Rush’s com
fort was Captain H aw k; and most cour
teous, as when he insisted that Rush, as 
his guest, should precede him up the 
ship’s ladder. W ith a steadying hand 
on Rush’s arm, he led him across the 
slightly swaying, deserted deck; then 
stepped aside to let Rush precede him 
again.

Afterward, Rush wondered at him
self. Later still, when he discovered 
how Hawk swayed other men, his won
der diminished. From the first, he must 
unconsciously have been very much un
der the influence o f  Hawk’s powerful 
will.

So now, though something warned 
Rush o f danger, he stepped in front o f 
Hawk and started down the ladder. 
But as he did so, he listened, with all 
his faculties alert.

Barely audible was the sound behind 
him o f a swift intaking o f  breath— such 
a sound a man makes as he poises him
self for a blow. Rush whirled when 
he heard it; and though he could not 
escape the descending fist, he did prob
ably escape death by the movement. 
For Hawk’s fist had come lead-weighted 
from the side pocket o f his coat, and 
he’d struck for the base o f Rush’s brain. 
Receiving the blow on his left temple, 
Rush knew nothing o f the bruises he 
received as he tumbled down the ladder.

But his last thought before oblivion 
was a mocking one. So the crystal was 
worth murder! Well, Hawk had dis
appointment coming.

C H A P T E R  IV.
H A LF CONFIDENCES.

W ELA  what are you in for?”
Rush was just struggling back 

from  unconsciousness when he heard 
that question. Though he was glad to 
know he was still alive, the jesting tone

irritated him. Probably the irritation 
speeded up his recovery somewhat.

But it was a minute or so yet, before 
he opened his eyes. He might as well 
learn what he could, before revealing his 
returning competence. There was a 
faint sough of water, a near-by sound 
o f human breathing, a wallowing move
ment o f the hard surface upon which 
he was lying. He was in the hold o f 
the ship.

“ Come! No use playing possum. 
Nobody here but a friend, I hope. Come 
out o f it, and let’s have your company.”

Rush, who was lying on his back, 
looked up at that, and stared straight 
into the face o f  a young man sitting 
cross-legged a few feet away, with his 
back against a bulkhead. Here was the 
owner o f  the merry voice. A  good-look
ing young man he was, dressed in a 
long-skirted black coat with a salmon- 
colored satin waistcoat, black pantaloons 
o f the latest mode, and a many-colored 
cravat fastened with a gleaming pin. 
Carefully tended whiskers curled under 
the chin o f his round, cherubic face, 
from which a pair o f engaging blue eyes 
glowed with great good humor.

“ That’s better,”  he said. “ Solitude 
likes me not. You ’re very welcome, 
sir.”

“ Thanks,”  said Rush, with a rather 
wry smile. He stirred weakly, where
upon the other was instantly on his feet 
and helping him to sit up, bracing 
Rush’s back against the outer wall o f 
the ship. Then the young man resumed 
his position, and sat regarding Rush 
calmly.

“ H ’m ! They banked you up proper,”  
he observed. “ And now to the previous 
question. What are you in fo r?”

The laughing good will in the voice 
robbed the query o f impertinence, but 
certainly Rush wasn’t answering fully.

“ Just for impoliteness— lettin’ an 
older man walk behind me— damn 
him !”  Rush felt o f the bump on his 
temple.
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“ And I ’m in for another breach of 
good form— taking a drink with a 
stranger— and damn him, too! He was 
Captain Hawk, whom I suppose you’re 
referring to, also. Com e! That mutual 
damning is good for an introduction, 
isn’t it? I ’m Clyde Linsdale, at your 
service.”

“ Harry Rush, at yours, if it means 
gettin’ out of here.”  And Rush looked 
curiously around at the cell-like com
partment.

Linsdale smiled quizzically at the sug
gestion.

“ To get out, with all my heart, if the 
thing’s possible,”  said he; “ but though 
stone walls do not a prison make, these 
wooden ones seem a different matter. 
So failing in getting out, my wish is to 
endure cheerfully.”

Rush studied him doubtfully. This 
cheerful business might be overdone, 
and Rush had to get out. He had to 
get out to preserve his self-respect, for 
one thing. W hy, he’d been led like an 
ox to the poleax! His shame at that 
was greater than his anger at Hawk—  
but he had something to do there, too. 
However, unless he moved quickly, 
Hawk would do something to him. 
Rush now discovered that his money 
belt was still on him. This meant no 
scruples against thievery on Hawk’s 
part; it meant that Rush had been 
thrown in there to await further action, 
probably a quizzing concerning the miss
ing crystal. It wasn’t pleasant to think 
what Hawk would do to him when he 
refused to tell its whereabouts. Nor, 
for that matter, when Hawk discovered 
who he really was.

Yes, he had to get out. But how?
Never did a cell seem more escape 

proof. By the soughing outside, the 
deck which formed its floor was well 
below the water line. The shape o f the 
curve in the outer wall indicated the cell 
to be well forward in the ship’s bow. 
What little light there was came from a 
small porthole high up in the side. The

bulkheads, which formed three sides o f  
the cell, seemed as solid as the ship’s 
wall itself, and the one wooden door in 
the forward end seemed as solid as the 
bulkheads.

But Rush had to get out.
“ That’s all right, bein’ cheerful,”  said 

he. “  But ain’t it a bit previous to talk 
o f failin’ ?”

“ For you, maybe. Just wait till you’ve 
beat your head against these walls so 
long as I have.”

“ How long’s that?”
“ About twenty-four hours by the sun, 

but Methuselah’s lifetime by my bore
dom— till you came in.”

“ Thanks!”  said Rush dryly. “ You 
say Captain Hawk drugged you?”  

“ Nope. But one o f his minions did.”  
“ Any idea why?”  asked Rush care

lessly.
Linsdale cocked his head sidewise, 

and grinned a plain warning that he 
wasn’t going to answer that question 
seriously.

“ Shanghaied for a trip around the 
Horn, likely. I ’ve heard good sailors 
are scarce.”

“ Like myself.”  Rush matched Lins- 
dale’s tone.

But his own words awakened an idea 
about Linsdale. Like himself? W hy 
not? W asn’t it very probable that the 
same cause lay back o f both their im
prisonments? That Linsdale was con
nected with the crystal and the letters
and the------- By George! He had it!
He knew who Linsdale was— almost! 
But how to make sure?

Rush reflected a moment.
“ Have you tried launchin’ a mes

sage?”  he asked suddenly.
“ A  message ?”  Linsdale looked blank. 
“ I mean, through the porthole. Some

body might pick it up.”
“ Not much chance, but I might’ve 

tried it if I ’d a bottle to launch it in.” 
“ Say, I think I can fix that. And I 

know a certain party that’ll raise blue 
blazes-------”



Apparently very excited, Rush started 
hfs right hand toward the front o f his 
coat. Then he stopped, with a sharp 
exclamation.

“ Lord, my right arm’s crippled. 
They must’ve twisted it or something. 
You write a message for me, will you? 
You got paper an’ pencil?”

Linsdale glanced at Rush curiously, 
but produced a notebook and pencil. 
Whereupon, Rush dictated an appeal for 
help to an entirely fictitious party.

“ Put it in that the bearer’s to be paid 
ten dollars. That’ll help speed it. I 
think I can manage to sign it.”  And 
with seeming carelessness Rush held out 
his hand for the paper.

One glance told him that luck hadn’t 
entirely deserted him. Grinning broadly, 
he handed the paper and pencil back to 
Linsdale.

“ Now we’re introduced right,”  he 
said, “ an’ we can talk. You ’re the man 
o f that confounded crystal.”

“ The crystal!”  Gone was Linsdale’s 
lackadaisical manner. He stared at 
Rush in a mixture o f anger, amazement,
and alarm. “ What do you know-------”
He checked the question.

“ Yes, the crystal. That there letter 
was a trick. I ’m sorry, but I had to get 
a look at your writin’ . M y arm’s O. 
K ., an’ I haven’t any way o f launchin’ 
that paper.”

“ I suspected that. But your reasons, 
sir?”

“ Why, I ’ll tell you my reason,”  Rush 
explained amiably. “ I wanted your 
writin’ to compare with some other 
writin’ I ’d seen. A n ’ it’s the same. 
You won’t blame me. Remember what 
you wrote about them hen-scratchin’ 
letters that you couldn’t read? ‘W rit
ten by Deeth to Hawk, from whom I 
stole them.’ So you see, we all play 
tricks.”

“ Tell me,”  said Linsdale, “ has Hawk 
got ’em back ?”

“ I ain’t sure about the letters, but I 
guess he has. I do know about the
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crystal, because------- But I ’d better just
tell you from the beginnin’ .”

And Rush started in from the mo
ment he surprised the girl in his room. 
He even punished himself by suggesting 
his efforts to force the truth from her. 
Linsdale glared angrily at him when he 
told that. But the mounting fear on his 
face was stronger than his anger.

“ It’s A lice !”  cried Linsdale, in a
voice o f agony. “ It’s my------- But
that doesn’t matter. She’s trying to 
save me. And Hawk-------”

“ Yes, Hawk called her Alice, too,”  
put in Rush, as Linsdale paused. “ Said 
she was his daughter.”

“ His daughter! W hy, that mongrel 
wants-------”  Again Linsdale broke off.

“ Say, suppose you tell me just a lit
tle bit,”  suggested Rush.

Linsdale checked his own excitement, 
and glanced at Rush searchingly.

“ All right! W e ’ve got to work to
gether to get out o f  here. I ’ll tell you 
what I can. And you seem to know a 
lot already.”

His tone suggested that Rush knew 
too much.

“ You ’ve guessed I ’m a Federal agent. 
Hawk’s headi and organizer o f the Gol
den Circle, I believe. I ’ve been inves
tigating him for a month. I ’m con
vinced he’s in a dirty business with that
man, Deeth, who is------- Well, if it
could be exposed, I think it would go 
a long way toward wrecking the whole 
Golden Circle organization. And the 
letters I stole— they’d expose it, if I 
could only read them.

“ I was trying to puzzle ’em out at 
the Golden Bear. Hawk wouldn’t look 
for me there, I thought. But I couldn’t 
make anything out o f them. The crys
tal’s used, I  feel sure, in reading ’em, 
but even under the crystal, they’re just 
a crazy hotch-potch. But they’re from
Deeth to Hawk, and they------- Well,
never mind. I got woozy, working on 
’em all night. Then I started that re
port you found, but I didn’t finish it. I

15
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w a n te d  b r e a k fa s t  an d  a  d r in k . S o  I  
h id  e v e ry th in g  an d  w e n t  o u t , a n d  y o u  
k n o w  w h a t h a p p en ed  to  m e  th en . H a w k  
h ad  tra iled  m e , s o m e h o w , an d  h is  m an  
d id  th e re s t .”

“ B u t th e y  d id n ’ t fin d  a n y th in g  on  
y o u ,”  su g g ested  R u sh .

“ N o , a n d  th at’ s th e  d ev il o f  it. H a w k  
m u st ’ v e  g o n e  a ft e r  A lic e , th en . H e  
g u e sse d  s h e ’d  k n o w ;  an d  sh e  d id . S h e  
k n e w  w h e re  I  w a s  sta y in g , a n d  she 
k n o w s  m y  p e t h id in g  p la ce , to o . H e  
p ro b a b ly  to ld  h e r  that I ’d  b e  k illed , i f  
th e  p a p ers  a n d  cry s ta l w e r e n ’t g iv e n  
u p — p ro b a b ly  p o se d  as a n  in te rm e d ia ry  
t r y in g  to  sa v e  m e . H e ’d  m a k e  that 
s tick . Y o u  see, e v en  A l ic e  d o e s n ’ t k n o w  
th at I ’v e  b een  in v e stig a tin g  h im . I ’ve  
t r ie d  to  k e e p  h er  o u t  o f  it all.

“ A n y w a y , sh e  g o t  th e  p a p ers  and  
m isse d  th e  cry sta l. Y o u  g o t  th e  c r y s 
ta l, and  H a w k  g o t  y o u . B u t, R u sh , 
h e r e ’ s w h a t ’s w o r r y in g  m e : h e ’ s g o t  
A l ic e  w o r k in g  w ith  h im , an d , d a m n  it !  
h e ’ s g o n e  o n  h e r .”

“ I  n o tice d  s o m e th in g — w h e n  h e  sp ok e  
o f  h e r ,”  sa id  R u sh .

L in sd a le  g la n ce d  sh a rp ly  at R u sh , as 
th o u g h  h e  resen ted  R u s h ’s u n d ersta n d 
ing .

“ W e ll  th en — y o u  se e ,”  h e  w e n t on  
re lu cta n tly , “ o f  c o u rse , sh e  ca n ’ t stand  
h im  f o r  a  m in u te . B u t u n less I ’m  all 
in  th e w r o n g , th is b o a t ’s sch ed u led  to  
sail w ith in  t w e n t y - fo u r  h o u rs  o n  a 
d a m n a b ly  d a n g e ro u s  v o y a g e , a n d  H a w k  
in ten d s  to  b e  o n  b o a rd . A n d  i f  h e  can  
tra p  A lic e -------- ”

L in s d a le ’ s fa c e  w a s  a ctu a lly  w h ite  
w ith  d rea d . I n  R u s h ’ s stra in ed  eyes, 
L in sd a le  rea d  a s im ila r  e m o t io n ; and  
th e  resen tm en t L in sd a le  fe l t  at that w a s  
v e r y  p la in  to  read . H e  seem ed  to  g u lp  
it d o w n  w ith  a n  e ffo r t .

“ S o  y o u  see-------- ”  I t  w a s  a  re lu cta n t
a p p ea l f o r  h elp .

“ I ’ v e  b e e n  see in ’  r ig h t a lo n g ,”  sa id  
R u s h .

H is  ey es  w e r e  v e r y  b r ig h t ;  h e w a s  
k e y e d  u p , tense, a lm ost e n jo y in g  h im 

s e lf . R u n n in g  a w a y  h ad  b een  n o  fu n  
a f t e r  a l l ; b e in g  sen sib le  w a s n ’t a n y  f u n ; 
a n d  n o w  h e  c o u ld  c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  a b a n 
d o n  that lin e  o f  a c t io n . H e  a n d  H a w k  
f o r  i t ; an d  let H a w k  h a v e  h is  fiv e  th o u 
sand  o d d , o r  m a y b e  ten  th ou sa n d . H e  
w a s  R u s h  o f  th e  D u r a n g o , N ica ra g u a  
R u s h , H u r r y -u p  R u sh , a n d  “ F o r tu n e ’ s 
F o o l .”  B e in g  a  f o o l  w a s  fu n , a n y w a y .

“ D o n ’t y o u  w o r r y . W e ’ll g e t  ou ta  
h e re .”

“ I  h o p e  s o ,”  L in s d a le  sa id  d o u b t fu lly . 
“ I f  it w a s  a n y b o d y  e lse  w e  w e r e  u p  
a ga in st— b u t th e re ’s so m e th in g  d a m 
n ab le  a b o u t H a w k . D a m n a b ly  c le v e r , I  
m ea n . T a k e  th a t cry s ta l, f o r  in sta n ce .
I  h a d  it  sa fe , an d  n o w -------- ”

“ T h e r e ’ s u su a lly  a  w a y ,”  R u s h  
g r in n e d . “ H a w k  a in ’t g o t  all th e w its  
in  th e w o r ld  c o r r a lle d  a n ’ h o g  tied . 
T a k e  that cry s ta l, i f  y o u  lik e . Y o u  
th in k  h e ’ s g o t  it. W h a t  d o  y o u  su p 
p o se  I  w e n t to  m y  r o o m  f o r ,  b e fo r e  
le a v in ’ th e h o te l w ith  h im ? ”

“ Y o u r  r o o m ! ”  L in sd a le  g ro a n e d . 
“ Y o u  le f t  it in  y o u r  r o o m ?  H e  has it 
b y  n o w , a ll r ig h t . W h y ,  h e  ca n  g e t 
a n y th in g  fr o m  th e  G o ld e n  B e a r . S e a rch 
in g  a  r o o m ’ s n o th in g .”

“ B u t h e  a in ’ t s e a rch in ’ th e  U n ite d  
S tates m a il, is  h e ?  W h e n  I  tu rn ed  in 
m y  k ey , I  tu rn ed  in  a  letter, to o , a d 
d re sse d  to  A .  B . C e d r ic , gen era l d e liv e ry  
— an ea sy  n am e to  re m em b er . T h e  
cry s ta l w a s  in  th at p a ck a g e . A n ’ th ere  
w a s  a  m a il c o lle c t io n  in  f ifte e n  m in u te s .”

C H A P T E R  V .

HEADS, I  W IN .

'T 'H E R E ’ S  u su a lly  a  w a y ,”  R u s h  had  
sa id . “ T h e r e ’ s g o t  to  b e  a  w a y ,”  

h e  sa id  a  little  la ter, as th e  a p p a ren t d i f 
ficu lties  o f  esca p e  in crea sed . T h e y  h ad  
n o  arm s, n o  to o ls  to  w o r k  w i t h ;  e sca p e  
th ro u g h  th e  p o r th o le  w a s  im p o ss ib le , 
an d  th e  h e a v y  d o o r  w a s  d o u b le -b a rre d  
o n  th e o u ts id e . T h o u g h  R u s h  h ad  seen  
n o  o n e  w h e n  he c r o s s e d  th e  d eck , e v e r y  
n o w  a n d  th en  th e y  c o u ld  h ea r  th e  v o ic e s
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o f  m en  w h o  w o u ld  u n d o u b te d ly  in v es 
t ig a te  a n y  n o ise  th e y  m ig h t m ake. A n d  
at a n y  tim e, H a w k  m ig h t a p p ea r  to  at
tem p t to  f o r c e  f r o m  R u sh  in fo r m a t io n  
c o n c e r n in g  th e  w h e re a b o u ts  o f  th e 
crysta l.

B u t h o u rs  p a ssed  an d  n o th in g  h a p 
p e n e d , w h ile  f o r  th e p r iso n e rs  th e m a rch  
o f  tim e s la ck en ed  to  a  cra w l, m inu te  
a f t e r  m in u te  d r a g g in g  on . M o s t ly , 
R u s h  sat q u ie t o n  the d eck , t r y in g  to  
“ th in k  th r o u g h ,”  as h e  te rm ed  it, w h ile  
th e  m o r e  n e rv o u s  L in s d a le  p a ced  u p  
an d  d o w n  th e ir  ce ll, th re e  steps a n d  a 
tu rn  and  b a ck  aga in , as im p a tien t an d  
w o r r y -r id d e n  as h e ’ d  b een  p h ilo so p h i
ca lly  at ease b e fo r e  R u s h  h ad  b ro u g h t 
h is n ew s.

R u s h , to o , g r e w  te n se  a n d  irr ita b le—  
as m u ch , h e  d e c id e d , f r o m  th e  p a n g s  o f  
h u n g e r  as a n y th in g  else . H e ’d  had  n o  
b r e a k fa s t , a n d  it w a s  n o w  w e ll past 
n o o n .

“ I ’ v e  h ea rd  o f  p e o p le  that th in k  best 
o n  an  e m p ty  s tom a ch , b u t I ’m  n o t  o n e  
o f  th em ,”  h e  g ru m b le d  fina lly . “ W h e n  
d o  w e  eat, d ’y e  k n o w ? ”

“ I  had  b r e a k fa s t  a  litt le  b e fo r e  y o u  
ca m e , an d  y e s te rd a y  th ey  sent a  m eal 
d o w n  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  a ft e r n o o n .”  

“ P r a is e  H e a v e n  w e ’v e  g o t  so m e  c o n 
n e c t io n  w ith --------  S a y , w h o  b r in g s  i t ? ”

“ A  b ig  fe l lo w  w ith  a  fa c e  lik e  a  d e v il ’ s 
n ig h tm a re . T h a t ’ s a ll I  k n o w  a b ou t 
h im .”

“ C a n ’t w e  ju m p  h im , e h ? ”
“ C o u ld  i f  h e ’ d  o n ly  co m e  in s id e  the 

c e l l ;  b u t h e  d o e s n ’t— ju s t  o p e n s  the 
d o o r ,  p o k e s  th e  f o o d  in  an d  g o e s  a w a y , 
o n e  h a n d  n e a r  h is g u n  all th e  tim e. T h is  
m o r n in g , ju s t  to  see  i f  I  c o u ld  g e t  c lo se  
t o  h im , I  tr ied  to  sta y  n e a r  th e  d o o r , 
b u t h e  o rd e re d  m e  b a ck .”

“ H ’m !  H e ’ll b e  e v e n  m o r e  c a r e fu l 
w ith  th e  tw o  o f  us. A n d  y e t— h e ’ s g o t  
t o  b e  o u r  c h a n ce , ’ ca u se  th ere  is n ’t an y  
o th e r . S o m e  w a y  to  g e t h im  in to  the
ce ll--------  S a y , I ’v e  g o t  it. W h y  the
d e v il d id n ’ t I  th in k  o f  that b e fo r e . L is 
ten , L in s d a le !”

R u s h  ta lked  ra p id ly  f o r  a m in u te  o r  
tw o , ou tlin in g  a p lan .

“ P la in  b r ib e r y  m ig h tn ’t w o r k ,”  h e  
co n c lu d e d . “ B u t c u r io s ity  k illed  the cat, 
an d  g re e d  has o v e r th r o w n  k in g s , I ’v e  
h eard . F e a r  isn ’ t to  b e  sn eezed  at as 
a  p ersu a d er , e ith er . W e ’ ll see  w h a t a 
co m b in a t io n  o f  ’ em  w ill d o  to  y o u r  
n ig h tm a re  o f  a g u a r d .”

A n d  R u s h  b eg a n  u n b u tto n in g  h is 
c lo th in g , p re p a ra to ry  to  re m o v in g  th e 
m o n e y  be lt n e x t  h is sk in , s o f t ly  w h is 
t lin g  th e w h ile , p a r t ly  in  sh eer  re lie f  
a t  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a c tion , p a rtly  to  h id e  
th e re lu cta n ce  w ith  w h ich  h e p rep a red  
t o  r isk  that w h ic h  h e  m ig h t s o re ly  n eed .

“ T w o  th ou sa n d  d o lla rs  a in ’t so  m u ch , 
b u t  w e  ca n  p y ra m id  it a  b it w ith  ou r  
ta lk ,”  h e  sa id , as h e  b eg a n  to  em p ty  
th e  belt.

“ H e ’s c o m in g ,”  sa id  L in sd a le  a  little  
ia ter, a n d  b o th  h ea rd  s lo w  steps.

T h e  t w o  m en  re tired  to  th e en d  o f  
th e ir  c e ll fa r th e st  f r o m  th e  d o o r , and  
squ atted  o n  th e ir  h eels  fa c in g  each  
o th e r , each  w ith  a  h ea p  o f  tw e n ty -d o l-  
la r  g o ld  co in s  in  fr o n t  o f  h im .

M a tc h in g  th o se  co in s , th e y  sat th ere  
as th e  d o o r  op e n e d . In ten t o n  th e ir  
g a m e , th ey  seem ed , s o  th at n e ith er  n o 
t ice d  as th e  g u a rd  sh o v e d  b rea d  and 
m eat an d  a  p itch e r  o f  w a te r  th ro u g h  the 
p a rtia lly  o p e n e d  d o o r . H e  lo o k e d  to  see 
w h e re  th e y  w e re , a n d  h is  sca m p ish  eyes  
w id e n e d . M o tio n le s s  a n d  silen t as a 
p o s t , h e  s to o d  th ere  w a tch in g  them .

“ T h a t ’ s t w o  th ou sa n d  I ’v e  lo s t .”  
R u s h ’ s to n e  w a s  ru e fu l.

“ M y  lu c k ,”  sa id  L in sd a le  ch e e r fu lly . 
“ I  m a tch  y o u . H e a d s !  A n d  h ead s it 
i s ! ”  H e  ra k ed  o v e r  h is  w in n in g s .

“ M a tch in ’ y o u ,”  sa id  R u sh . T h e  tw o  
co in s  c lin k e d ’ to g e th e r  in  th e  a ir  and  
ra n g  o n  th e  f lo o r  w ith  m u s ic  f o r  a 
m is e r ’ s ears. “ M y  w in ,”  sa id  R u sh .

“ Thjjs is  s lo w ,”  R u s h  co m p la in e d . 
“ M a k e  it a h u n d re d  a  th ro w . A n  I  O  U  
f o r  e ig h ty  m o r e  w ith  each  tw e n ty -d o lla r  
co in . L o s in ’ s t o  b e  settled  w h e n  w e  
g e t  o f f  h e re .”
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“ W e ’d g e t  m ix e d  u p ,”  o b je c te d  L in s -  
d a le . “ W e  started  w ith  f o u r  th ou sa n d  
ea ch , a n d  th at o u g h t to  b e  en o u g h  to  
p la y  w ith . I f  I  c lea n  y o u , th o u g h , I ’ ll 
g iv e  y o u  re v e n g e  o n  sh o re .”

“ O n  sh ore— w h e n ? ”
“ W h e n e v e r  w e  g e t  th ere . T o -m o r 

r o w , i f  th e  cu s to m s  se ize  th is  sh ip  to 
n ig h t .”

“ Y o u  th in k  th e y  w ill .”
“ T o -n ig h t  o r  t o -m o r r o w  m o r n in g --------

H e a d s , I  w i n ! ”
“ A  b a r g a in !”  sa id  R u s h . “ A n d  i f  I  

c lea n  y o u , I ’ ll d o  th e sam e. A h , I  g o t  
y o u  that t im e !”

F a s t  as th e y  cou ld ' p la n k  d o w n  th e  
y e llo w  c o in s , th e y  p la y ed , se e m in g ly  as 
a b s o r b e d  as e v e r  g a m b le rs  w e re . T h e  
g u a rd  w a s  in s id e  th e  d o o r  b y  n o w , 
c r e e p in g  fo r w a r d  lik e  a  ca t, h is  fa s c i
n a ted  eyes  f o l lo w in g  th e  h a n d s o f  th e  
t w o  p r iso n e rs , as th e y  flashed  fr o m  the 
n ea tly  p iled  s ta ck s  o f  g o ld  to  th e  d eck  
a n d  b a ck  aga in .

G re e d  in cre a se d  o n  h is  fa c e  w h e n  the 
la r g e r  su m s w e r e  m en tion ed . D o u b t  
a n d  fe a r  m in g le d  w ith  th e g r e e d  w h e n  
th e  se izu re  o f  th e  sh ip  b y  th e  cu stom s  
w a s  m e n tio n e d  as a  th in g  a ssu red . A l l  
th e  w h ile  h is  fe a tu re s  w e r e  h a rd en in g  
w ith  th e  g r o w t h  o f  a  m u r d e r o u s  reso lv e .

H e  m o is te n e d  h is  lip s . H is  h a n d  w e n t 
to  h is  r e v o lv e r . S tea lth ily  h e  w ith d re w  
it . R u s h  w a ite d  th r o u g h  th e  p r o lo n g e d  
m o m e n t o f  th at w ith d ra w a l, k n o w in g  it 
w a s  n o t  as a  fire a rm  th a t th e  g u a rd  
w o u ld  u s e  th e  w e a p o n . H e ’d  w a n t n o  
n o ise , t o  b r in g  th e  rest o f  th e  c re w . 
A  m in u te  o r  tw o  w o u ld  b e  n eed ed  to  
s e cre te  th e  g o ld , b e fo r e  ca llin g  f o r  h e lp  
a n d  te llin g  h is  ta le  o f  a ttem p ted  esca p e  
an d  its  resu lt.

S ta n d in g  to  o n e  s id e  a n d  a  little  t o  
th e  re a r  o f  L in sd a le , th e  g u a rd  started  
t o  c lu b  h is  w e a p o n . R u s h  a d m ired  h is  
v o la t ile  c o m p a n io n  t h e n ; f o r  w ith  d eath  
p re p a r in g  b e h in d  h im , h is  v o ic e  ca llin g  
w in n in g s  an d  lo sses  a ltered  n o t  a  w h it. 
H e  w a ited  f o r  R u s h , f o r  w ith  th e  s ligh t

est flick e r  o f  th e  ey e  u p w a r d , R u s h  
c o u ld  w a tch  th e g u a rd .

N o w !
R u s h  lea p ed , w ith  a  v e r y  e x p lo s io n  

o f  m u scle . H is  le f t  h and  w e n t to  th e 
g u a rd ’ s th ro a t , h is  r ig h t  c a u g h t  th e d e 
s ce n d in g  re v o lv e r  an d  th ru st  it  u p w a rd . 
L in s d a le  w a s  o n ly  an  in stan t b e h in d  
h im . A r o u n d  th e  b o d y  h e  ca u g h t th e  
g u a rd , a n d  tr ip p e d  h im  a n d  th re w  h im  
d o w n .

“ O n e  sou n d  a n d  w e  k ill,”  w h isp e re d  
R u s h , t ig h te n in g  h is  g r ip  o n  th e  g u a r d ’ s 
s in e w y  th roa t.

B u t  s o m e h o w  th e  g u a rd , an  e x tr e m e ly  
p o w e r fu l  m a n , h a d  m a n a g ed  to  r e v e r s e  
th e r e v o lv e r  a g a in , s o  th at h is  fin g e r  
rested  o n  th e  tr ig g e r  o f  it. H e  c o u ld  
d o  n o  p h y s ica l d a m a g e , f o r  R u s h  c o n 
tro lle d  its  a im ; b u t all th e  sam e, e v e r y 
b o d y ’s fa te  w a s  d ep en d en t o n  h is  in d e x  
fin g e r , w h ic h  n o w  s lo w ly  b eg a n  to  c o n 
tra ct . F r o m  th is  a n d  h is  s ta rt in g  eyes , 
R u s h  ca u g h t a  w a r n in g  w h ic h  seem ed  to  
m e a n : “ L e t  m e  sp ea k  o r  I ’ ll s h o o t .”
P e r fo r c e ,  R u s h  re la x e d  h is  h o ld  a  little .

“ O n e  y e lp  o r  o n e  sh o t  a n d  y o u ’ re  
d ea d  y e rse lv e s ,”  sa id  th e  g u a rd . “ B u t  
I ’ ll m a k e  n e ith e r . M e  b u ck o e s , I  w a n t  
th at g o ld .”

“ T a k e  it , th e n ,”  sa id  R u s h . “ B u t  
w e ’ re  g o in ’  t o  b in d  a n ’  g a g  y o u .”

“ Y o u  t r y  o n e  m o v e  to  d o  i t !”  th rea t
e n e d  th e  o th er. “ T h in k  I ’m  g o in ’  to  b e  
ca u g h t h e re  b o u n d ! W it h  th e  g o ld  o n  
m e  o r  o f f  m e , it  w o u ld n ’ t  m a tter . I t ’ d! 
b e  th e  b la ck  b o tt le  f o r  m e , I  te ll y o u . 
Y o u  g o tta  le a v e  m e  fre e . N o w , l i s s e n !

“ H o w  a re  y o u  to  k n o w  I ’ ll p la y  y e  
n o  tr ick s , y e r  a sk in ’ . E a sy . D o n ’ t y e  
see , I  w a n t  y e  t o  g e t  a w a y . I f  y e  d o n ’ t 
y e ’ ll tell y e r  s to ry , a n ’  I ’m  fin ish ed . J u st 
t o  p r o v e  that, I ’ ll tell y e  th e re ’s a  b o a t  
ly in ’  in  th e w a te r , a p ort. T h e r e ’ s a 
g u a rd  in  it, b u t y o u  ca n  h a v e  h im  
s cra g g e d  an d  b e  s h o v in ’ o f f  b y  the tim e  
I  g e t that g o ld  b a ck  in  y e r  b e lt , a n ’  th e  
be lt a ro u n d  m e. T h e n  I ’ v e  m e  o w n  id e e  
f o r  a  g e t -a w a y .”
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R u s h  h esita ted  o n ly  an  instant.
“ T h a t  sou n d s  rea son a b le  e n o u g h , at 

that. C o m e  o n ,”  h e  sa id  to  L in sd a le .
Q u ic k ly , th ey  w e r e  o u ts id e  th e d o o r , 

b e tw e e n  th e  n a r r o w in g  b o w s  o f  th e sh ip .
A  sq u a re  p a tch  o f  d a y lig h t  sh o w e d  at 

th e  to p  o f  a  la d d er . U p  th e  la d d e r  R u s h  
ran , fo l lo w e d  c lo s e ly  b y  L in sd a le . A t  
th e  to p  h e  s to p p e d  a  m o m e n t , w ith  h is  
h ea d  p r o je c t in g , s ta r in g  a f t  a lo n g  the 
d e ck . I t  seem ed  e m p ty  save  f o r  f o u r  
m e n  sq u a ttin g  m id sh ip , in ten t o n  so m e  
k in d  o f  a  ca rd  g a m e . H e  b e ck o n e d  
L in s d a le  to  f o l lo w  h im .

A c r o s s  th e  d e c k  to  th e  p o r t  ra il, c r e e p 
in g  se rp e n tw ise . A  g la n ce  d o w n  in to  
th e  w a te r . T h e r e , a f t  a  little , at the 
b o t t o m  o f  th e  la d d e r  u p  w h ic h  H a w k  
a n d  h e  h ad  c lim b e d , w a s  a  b oa t, w ith  a  
m a n  s it t in g  in  th e stern .

R u s h  fo l lo w e d  th e  ra il a r o u n d  to  th e  
t o p  o f  th e  la d d e r . H e  to o k  a n oth er 
lo o k . T h e  m an  seem ed  to  b e  d ro w s in g . 
H is  ch in  w a s  re s tin g  o n  h is ch est, h is  
b o d y  sw a y e d  s lig h tly  w ith  th e  c r a d lin g  
m o t io n  o f  th e b oa t. R u s h  g o t  to  h is fe e t  
— p u t a  le g  o v e r  th e  rail.

“ H i ! H e y !”  S ta rtled  cr ie s  f r o m  th e 
c a r d  p la y e rs  s o u n d e d  b eh in d  h im . A  
sh o t ra n g  ou t.

B u t R u s h  h ad  a lre a d y  lea p ed , stra igh t 
d o w n  u p o n  th e  sh o u ld e rs  o f  th e  s leep in g  
m an .

T h e  b o a t  ro c k e d  p r e c a r io u s ly , T h e  
b o a tm a n ’ s b re a th  le f t  h is  lu n g s  w ith  a  
g a s p , an d  h e  w o k e  u p  in  th e  w a te r . T h e  
b o a t  ree led  a ga in . L in sd a le  h a d  lan d ed  
in  it— w a s  ca s tin g  o f f  th e  ro p e  fr o m  the 
p r o w .

“ A n  o a r !”  sn a p p ed  R u s h , s e iz in g  o n e  
h im s e l f .

A s  th e  b o a t  w a s  re lea sed , R u s h  th ru st 
o u t  w ith  a ll h is  s tren g th  a g a in st the 
s h ip ’s s id e . T h e y  s lip p ed  a w a y . T h e n  
R u s h  a n d  L in s d a le  w e r e  p u llin g  h a rd  
o n  the o a rs , bu t w ith  th e k n o w le d g e  that 
th e y  w e r e  still w ith in  ea sy  r e v o lv e r  sh ot, 
a n d  that th e ir  liv es  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  the 
c le m e n c y  o r  p ru d e n ce  o f  th ose  o n  th e

sh ip . M o r e  h o p e  f r o m  th e ir  p ru d e n ce . 
O th e r  sh ip s w e r e  a n ch o re d  n ea r, a n d  
in  th e  a b sen ce  o f  in s tru ctio n s , th e y  
m ig h t w e ll h esita te  to  b e g in  a  fu s illa d e  
w h ich  w o u ld  la ter  h a v e  to  b e  e x p la in e d .

T h a t  p ro b a b ly  sa v ed  th em , f o r  a ll that 
fo l lo w e d  th e  fu g it iv e s  w e r e  im p re ca 
tion s . W h e n  th e y  g o t  o u t  o f  r e v o lv e r  
sh o t, th e y  sq u a red  a ro u n d  f o r  C en tra l 
W h a r f  a n d  S a n  F r a n c is c o .

“ T h a t  w a s n ’t so  h a rd ,”  sa id  R u sh . 
“ B u t , g e e , I ’ d  hate to  b e  in  th e  sh oes  
o f  th at g u a rd  fe l lo w , w h e n  H a w k  g e ts  
h im .”

“ I n  h is  s h o e s ?  H e  h a sn ’t a n y ,”  
ch u ck le d  L in sd a le . “ H e  fig u re d  e v e r y -  
b o d y ’d  b e  a p ort, s ta r in g  a ft e r  us— fig 
u red  r ig h t, to o . L o o k  at h im !”

F o l lo w in g  L in s d a le ’ s ey es , R u s h  saw  
a  fig u re  c la d  o n ly  in  a  s in g le t s lip  in to  
th e  w a te r  f r o m  a  ro p e  d r o p p e d  f r o m  
th e  sta rb oa rd  ra il, w e ll fo r w a r d . T h e  
m an  d iv e d  a n d  ca m e  u p  a t a  litt le  d is 
ta n ce , d iv e d  a ga in , a n d  a ga in  ca m e  u p , 
a n d  so  m a d e  p ro g re ss  sh o re w a rd .

“ A n d  g o o d  p ro g re s s , t o o ,”  sa id  R u s h , 
“ c o n s id e r in ’ h e ’s c a r r y in ’ a b o u t th ir ty  
p o u n d s  o f  g o ld  a r o u n d  h is  m id d le .”

L in sd a le  g la n ce d  c u r io u s ly  at R u sh . 
I t  seem ed  to  su rp r ise  h im  that R u s h  d id  
n o t  su g g e st  that th e y  c o u ld  ea s ily  retak e  
th a t g o ld . I t  w o u ld  h a v e  su rp r ise d  h im  
m o r e  h a d  h e k n o w n  th at in  that b e lt  w a s  
e v e r y  d o lla r  that R u s h  p ossessed .

In d e e d , that g o ld -la d e n  s w im m e r  
p re se n te d  a  tem p ta tion  to  R u sh . M o r e  
th an  e v e r , n o w , h e n eed ed  w h a te v e r  h elp  
m o n e y  m ig h t g iv e  h im . H a w k  n o w  
a d d e d  to  h is  list o f  a c t iv e  en em ies , o n  
a cco u n t  o f  th e  c ry s ta l an d  h is  esca p e . 
A ls o ,  H a w k  w o u ld  s o o n  le a rn  th at h e 
h ad  b een  m a rk e d  f o r  d ea th  o n  o th e r  
co u n ts , a n d  w o u ld  sp eed  u p  th e  e ffo r ts  
o f  th e  C ir c le  to  fin d  h im . A n d  th e 
m u r d e r o u s ly  m in d e d  sw im m e r , tra ito r  
t o  h is  tru st, d e s e rv e d  n o  co n s id e ra tio n . 
B u t  R u s h ’s c re e d  d i d ;  a  b a rg a in  w a s  
a  b a rg a in , a n d  s o  h e  r o w e d  o n .

B u t a n  h o u r  la te r , R u s h  w a s  a lm ost 
re p e n tin g  h is  v ir tu e . T r u e , o r d in a r y
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sq u a re -d e a lin g  seem ed  a  ra re  a n d  c o s t ly  
th in g . F o r  L in sd a le  h ad  seem in g ly  
d u p ed  a n d  ce r ta in ly  d eserted  h im .

T h e  tw o  m en  la n d ed  at C en tra l 
W h a r f ,  and  L in sd a le  p r o p o s e d  th a t th ey  
g o  d ir e c t ly  t o  the p o s t o ff ic e  a n d  re c o v e r  
th e  cry sta l. “ T h e n  w e ’ll lo o k  u p  A l ic e ,”  
h e  sa id . R u s h  w o u ld  h a v e  so u g h t th e 
g ir l first, b u t h e had  to  a g ree . H o w  d id  
he k n o w  w h e re  to  lo o k  f o r  h e r  ?

O n  th e w a y  to  th e p o s t  o ff ice , th ey  
p assed  th e A la s k a  E x c h a n g e . R u s h  w a s  
su rp r ise d  w h e n  L in sd a le  e x cu se d  h im 
s e lf , ask ed  R u s h  to  w a it , an d  d a rted  in to  
th e o ffice  b u ild in g . H is  c h ie f  w a s  th ere , 
L in sd a le  sa id , a n d  h e  w a n te d  to  g e t  in 
stru ction s .

L in sd a le  w a s  g o n e  lo n g  e n o u g h  f o r  
m a n y  in s tru ctio n s  t o  h a v e  b een  g iv e n  
h im . H e  w a s  g o n e  lo n g  e n o u g h  fo r  
m a n y  o th e r  th in g s  to  h a v e  h ap pen ed , 
su ch  as a  tr ip  o f  a  m e sse n g e r  to  th e p ost 
o ffice  an d  b a ck . B u t R u sh  n e v e r  th o u g h t 
o f  that p o ss ib ility  u ntil, L in sd a le  h a v in g  
fin a lly  re tu rn ed , th e y  rea ch ed  th e p gst 
o ffice , and  w e r e  to ld  that th ere  w a s  n o  
m a il f o r  A .  B . C e d r ic .

S o m e  o n e  h a d  ca lled  f o r  it, a n d  g o t  
th e  cry sta l. S u s p ic io n  stirred  in  R u s h , 
then , bu t L in sd a le  la m en ted  the lo ss  w ith  
such  se e m in g  s in ce r ity  th at R u s h  p u t it  
aside.

I t  m ig h t  e a s ily  b e , as L in sd a le  su g 
g ested , th a t H a w k  had  p u rch a sed  f r o m  
th e  h ote l c le r k  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t the 
p a ck a g e  R u s h  h ad  m a iled , an d  h ad  se
c u r e d  th e cry s ta l h im se lf.

T h e n  L in sd a le  h a d  a  le tte r  t o  w r ite , 
in sta n tly . H e  b e ca m e  b u sy  a t a  d esk , 
a n d  R u s h  w e n t to  a  w in d o w , an d  s to o d  
lo o k in g  o u t u p o n  th e  street, filled  w ith  
h u rr y in g  m en . S o m b e r  an d  d ism a l th e  
c it y  n o w  seem ed , f o r  th e  d a y  w a s  p ass
in g , and  a  th ick  f o g  w a s fillin g  the 
streets lik e  a f lo o d . R u s h  g r e w  e x c ite d , 
n e rv o u s , d ep ressed . S o m e w h e r e  in  that 
m u rk , p ro b a b ly  in  te rr ib le  p e r il , w a s  the 
g ir l  h e  c o u ld n ’ t fo r g e t . L in sd a le , d e 
la y in g  a g a in , had  se e m in g ly  fo r g o t te n  
h er.

W h a t  w a s  th e  m e a n in g  o f  i t ?  H a d  
L in s d a le  fe ig n e d  h is  a n x ie ty  o n  th e  
s h ip ?  T h e  g ir l  h a d  r isk ed  e n o u g h  f o r  
h im , s u r e ly ! A n o t h e r  su sp ic io n  o c 
c u rre d  to  R u sh , ba sed  p a rtly  o n  L in s -  
d a le ’ s m a n n er s in ce  th e y ’ d  la n d ed . H a v 
in g  u sed  R u s h , w a s  h e  n o w  t r y in g  to  
lo se  h im ?

W it h  th e th ou g h t, R u s h  tu rn ed , an d  
fo u n d  c o r r o b o r a t io n . L in sd a le  w a s  
g o n e  fr o m  th e d esk . A  m in u te  la ter , 
R u s h  k n e w  h e  w a s  g o n e  f r o m  th e  p o s t  
o ff ice , to o .

R u sh  g r e w  w h ite  w ith  a n g e r . S o  it  
w a s  f o r  that h e  h ad  fr e e d  L in s d a le  an d  
m a d e  h im s e lf  p e n n ile s s ! I t  w a s  f o r  
su ch  a  m an  the g ir l h ad  h in ted  she w o u ld  
w ill in g ly  d ie !  I t  w a s  h e r  lo v e  f o r  h im  
that w a s  e n a b lin g  H a w k  to  u se  h e r  a n d  
b e fo o l  h e r !

V e r y  a p p re c ia tiv e  L in sd a le  w o u ld  b e !  
M u c h  h e lp  she m ig h t e x p e c t  fr o m  h im ! 
R u s h  sm iled  b itte r ly .

F r o m  w h o m , th en , c o u ld  sh e  e x p e c t  
h e lp ?  F r o m  R u sh , h im s e lf  a  fu g it iv e , 
in  d a n g e r  o f  h is  l i fe ,  e m p ty  o f  p o ck e t , 
an d  in  a b so lu te  ig n o r a n c e  o f  w h e re  to  
lo o k  f o r  h e r ?

“ B y  g u m ! A m  I  s o  ig n o ra n t, 
th o u g h  ? ”  R u s h  b r ig h te n e d . A  c h a n c e !

A  ch a n ce  w a s  a ll h e  n eed ed .
A f t e r  a  w h ile , k e e p in g  as m u ch  as 

p o ss ib le  in  th e sh a d o w s , th at n o  e y e  o f  
th e  G o ld e n  C ir c le  m ig h t fa ll o n  h im , 
R u s h  m a d e  h is  w a y  to  th e b a r r o o m  o f  
th e  G o ld e n  B ea r. T h e r e  h e  b o u g h t  o n e  
d r in k , th an k ed  H e a v e n  a n d  th e B ea r 
f o r  th e  u n lim ited  fr e e  lu n ch  th e p u f -  
ch a se  en titled  h im  to , an d  settled  h im 
s e lf  to  w a it  f o r  T im o t h y  S h e e h y , a n d  
w h a t h e fig u re d  w a s  a n o th e r  e n tra n ce  to  
th e w h o le  a ffa ir .

C H A P T E R  V I .
A LIVIN G DEAD M A N .

D U T  O i ’m  n o t g o in ’ w it ’  ’e m ,”  s a id  
U  S h eeh y . “ O i w in t o v e r  to -d a y  to  
th e  g a th e r in ’ p la ce . O i w a n te d  to  see , 
m e s e lf , w e r e  th ey  B e a r  S ta ters  o r  n o t. 
T h e y ’ re  n o t , n o r  n o th in ’ e lse  b u t s cu m
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a v  th e  earth . N o t  fit f o r  an  h o n e s t  
f i lib u ste re r  to  b e  m ix e d  u p  w it ’ , n o r  
ev en  a  d a c in t p ira te . ’ T is  b u t a  fe w  av  
th e  b est o f  ’ em  O i ’v e  seen  in  to w n .”  

“ B u t  I  w a n t y o u  to  g o . A n d  y o u  w ill.
L e t  m e  tell y o u -------- ”

I n  a  fe w  m in u tes , R u s h  h ad  to ld  h im  
e v e ry th in g  that had  h a p p en ed  th e  last 
t w e n t y - fo u r  h o u rs . A t  th e  en d  S h e e h y ’ s 
ey es  w e r e  g lo w in g .

“ B y  a ll th e  sa in ts, th e  o u ld  R u s h ! 
Y e ’ v e  b een  w a n d e r in ’  lo s t , b o y . A n ’
n o w , i f  ’ tis a  g o o d  w o m a n --------  B u t
O i ’m  w it ’ y e , l a d ! ”

“ I t ’ s th e  o n ly  ch a n ce  I  see  to  get 
b a ck  in th e  g a m e ,”  sa id  R u sh . “ A n ’ it 
lo o k s  lik e  a  g o o d  ch a n ce  to  m e. H a w k  
is  p u ttin ’ u p  th e  G o ld e n  C ir c le  m o n e y  
f o r  s o m e  b u n ch  o f  cu tth roa ts . H is  
b u n ch  is sa ilin ’  t o -m o r r o w , a c c o r d in ’ to  
L in sd a le . W e ll ,  s o ’ s y o u rs . T h e y  m u st
b e  th e sam e. A n d  i f  H a w k -------- ”

“ W h is t  w it ’ y o u r  n ad eless ta lk in ’ . 
O i  can  see th ro u g h  a k n o t  h o le  as w e ll 
a s  th e n e x t . J o in  th em  b ird s  a v  p re y  
o v e r  o n  Y e r b a  B u e n a , a n ’  y e ’ ll fin d  y o u r  
H a w k , all r o ig h t .”

“ Y e r b a  B u e n a ! B e tte r  an ’  b e tte r ! 
T h e  F lyin ’ S pray’s  a n ch o re d  r ig h t n ear. 
B u t  can  y o u  g e t m e  in ? ”

“ O i ca n  tr y  it. O i ’ v e  n o t  y e t re
s ig n e d , a n ’ th e w o r d  w a s  p assed  to -d a y  
f o r  us all to  be  g a th e r in ’ in . W e ’v e  n ot 
m u ch  to im e , s o  c o m e  o n  w it ’  y e  t o  the 
w a te r  f r o n t .”

“ Ju st a  m in u te . H a w k  g o t  m y  gu n . 
I ’ v e  a n oth er  in  m y  r o o m , a n ’ so m e  a m 
m u n itio n . W a it  h e re .”

W h e n  R u s h  re tu rn ed , S h e e h y  w as 
e m p ty in g  a  w h is k y  g lass . S h eeh y , it 
ap p ea red  as h e  ca m e  to  h is fe e t , th ou g h  
n o t  d ru n k , w a s  o n  th e b o r d e r  line. H e  
sw a y e d  a litt le  as h e w a lk e d , an d  roa red  
o u t  g re e t in g s  o n  h is  w a y  to  th e d o o r .

T h e  h u n ted  R u s h  fo r e s a w  a  d a n g e r 
o u s ly  c o n sp icu o u s  p r o g r e s s  to  th e w a te r  
fr o n t . B u t th e w a y  S h e e h y  led  h im , 
d o w n  W a s h in g to n , p ast T e le g r a p h  H ill ,  
th ro u g h  a  d is tr ic t  w h e re  lau gh ter, 
s o n g s  a n d  cu rs e s , a n d  th e  u p r o a r  o f

d a n c in g  an d  fig h t in g  p o u r e d  ou t f r o m  
n e a r ly  e v e ry  b u ild in g , a  m a n  w o u ld  
h a v e  h ad  to  b e  v e r y  b o is te ro u s  in d eed  
to  a ttract a tten tion .

I t  w a s  a  v e r y  w h ir lp o o l o f  l i fe , w h e re  
a ll g ra d e s  o f  h u m a n ity  f r o m  e v e r y  q u a r 
ter  o f  th e w o r ld  m et an d  seeth ed — on ly , 
as th e y  d e sce n d e d  to w a r d  th e  w a te r  
fr o n t , th e lo w e r  g ra d e s  b e ca m e  m o re  
p reva len t. T h e  streets g r e w  n a r r o w e r  
an d  m u d d ie r , th e sa lo o n s  an d  g a m b lin g  
h ou ses  ch e a p e r  a n d  m o r e  m u rd e ro u s  
lo o k in g . T h e n  th ey  ca m e  to  a d is tr ic t  
o f  c r a z y  a lley s  fla n k ed  b y  r ick e ty , sa g 
g in g  ten em en ts  an d  h ote ls , o n c e  the re n 
d e z v o u s  o f  th e cr im in a l “ H o u n d s ,”  w h o  
had  o p e n ly  sou g h t c o n tr o l o f  S a n  F r a n 
c is co . N o w  it w a s  the sp a w n in g  p lace  
o f  a m o r e  d a n g e ro u s  b re e d  still—  
“ sh o u ld e r -s tr ik e rs ,”  b a llo t -b o x  stu ffe rs , 
assassins, th ieves , in cen d ia r ies . T h e y  
w e r e  as w e ll o rg a n iz e d  as th e  H o u n d s  
had  b e e n ; and  b e tte r  p ro te c te d , som e  
said .

“ W e ’ll m eet so m e  f r o m  h e re  to 
n ig h t,”  sa id  th e ra p id ly  s o b e r in g  S h eeh y . 
“ O i  h a v en ’t seen  o u r  lea d er , b u t O i ’v e  
h ea rd  h e ’ s th e  k in g -p in  a v  th is  h ere  
d istr ict. L o ik e ly  th e D e e th  y o u  m e n 
tion ed .

“ O i ’ v e  h eard  so m e th in g  e lse  a b ou t 
h im , t o o ,”  w e n t o n  S h e e h y , a ft e r  a  m in 
u te. “ D eeth — death— ’ tis m ix e d  u p , but 
it seem s that last sh ou ld  b e  h is n a m e .”

“ N o w , w h a t d o  y o u  m ea n  b y  that, 
S h eeh y  ?”

“ H o w  sh ou ld  O i  k n o w ? ”
S h e e h y ’ s a p p a re n tly  m a u n d e r in g  

w o r d s  had reca lled  to  R u s h  a  v e r y  w e ir d  
s to ry . T h e r e  w a s  a  m a n  liv in g  in  the 
sh a d ow s  so m e w h e re  w h o s e  p resen t n am e 
m ig h t  b e  D e e th  b u t w h o s e  n a m e  cou ld  
a p p ro p r ia te ly  b e  D ea th — R u s h  w o u ld  
k n o w  h im  i f  h e  sa w  h im . B u t let that 
g o  till then . N o w  th e y  w e r e  a p p r o a c h 
in g  the “ m a d e ”  w a te r  fr o n t .

H e r e  w e re  lo ts  su n k  b e lo w  w ater 
leve l, filled  w ith  stagn an t w a te r  and 
h eap s o f  ru b b ish , a n d  n o w  an d  then  a 
ra m sh a ck le  h o u se  o n  stilts a b o v e  the
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r e fu s e . A  d ism al p la ce  it w a s , a n d  
R u s h  w a s  g la d  w h en  th e y  ca m e o u t  u p o n  
th e  s ta g g ered  p la n k in g  o f  a  w h a r f  
r e a ch in g  ou t in to  th e  bay .

“ T h is  w a y ,”  sa id  S h eeh y . “ O i ’v e  a 
b o a t  h id  h ere . A n ’  ’ tis h o ! f o r  th e a n i- 
m a le  is le . Y e ’ ll fin d  it that. P la in  
beasties  th ey  a re .”

I t  w a s  n o t  y e t  q u ite  d a rk . T h r o u g h  a 
b re a k  in  th e  f o g ,  R u s h  g lim p se d  a  tall, 
w h ite  c lip p e r  s lip p in g  in to  a n ch o ra g e , 
ca n v a s  fu ll sp rea d , c r e w  an d  p a ssen g ers  
le a n in g  o v e r  th e ta ffra il. A  m in u te , a n d  
it  w a s  lo s t  in  th e  f o g  b a n k  a ga in . R ig h t  
p a st th e en d  o f  the w h a r f , a s lo o p  g lid e d  
s ilen tly . In  its b o w  w e r e  h u n ters  in  
fu r  ca p s , an d  a rm ed  w ith  s len d er  r if le s ; 
its ste rn  w as w e ig h te d  d o w n  w ith  d e e r  
a n d  b e a r  m eat f r o m  th e M a r in  H ills .

“ T h e  o u ld  b a y  lo o k s  p o p u lo u s  to 
n ig h t ,”  sa id  S h e e h y . “  T is  n o  m atter. 
W a it  a  m in u te .”

D o w n  a  ce r ta in  p ile  o n  the n o rth e rn  
s id e  o f  th e  w h a r f , h e  slid  b e a r -fa s h io n . 
R u s h  th o u g h t h e  w a s  g o in g  in to  the 
w a te r , b u t w ith  h is  fe e t , h e  ca u g h t a 
ro p e , an d  ju g g le d  a  sm all r o w b o a t  ou t 
f r o m  u n d er th e  w h a r f . R u s h  fo l lo w e d  
h im  in to  it.

“ S h o v e  a w a y , n o w ,”  S h e e h y  said.
A n d  in  a  m in u te  th e y  w e r e  a t the 

oa rs .
“ C an  y o u  fin d  th e  is lan d , w ith  th e  

f o g  a n ’ a l l? ”  a sk ed  R u s h , as th e  sca t
tered  ligh ts  o f  S a n  F r a n c is c o  d im in 
ish ed  a n d  d ied  in  th e fo g .

“ N o t  m a n y  m in  c o u ld , b u t O i ’v e  a  
s in ce  a v  d ire c t io n , as y e  sh ou ld  k n o w . 
D ’ y e  re m e m b e r  that to im e  in  N ica ra g u a
w h en --------  ’A s e  u p ! L e t  m e  sw in g  h er
a ro u n d . T h e r e — stra igh t a w a y , n o w .”

T h e n  th e y  w e n t o n , in  s ilen ce  b ro k e n  
o n ly  b y  th e s lig h tly  cre a k in g  ro w lo ck s  
an d  th e  g e n t le  sou n d  o f  th e ir  o a rs  in  
th e  w a ter . W h a t  w a s  ah ead  o f  th e m ?  
D a n g e r . D e s p e ra te  m en . H id d e n  p it - 
fa lls , p ro b a b ly . A n d  th e  cry sta l aga in , 
R u s h  h o p e d ; f o r  e v e ry th in g  seem ed  ce n 
te re d  o n  that cry s ta l. H a w k  an d  D e e th  
a n d  m a y b e  a n o th e r  p e e p  in to  the w o r k 

in g s  o f  th e  G o ld e n  C irc le . T h is  tim e, 
R u s h  w o u ld n ’ t c lo s e  h is eyes. T h is  t im e  
h e  w o u ld n ’t ru n , u n less--------

A  v o ic e  o n  the w a t e r ! A  m a n ’ s v o ic e , 
c o m in g  fr o m  so m e w h e re  to  th e  r ig h t  
a n d  a  little  astern . A  g h o s tly , b o d ile ss  
v o ic e , it  s e e m e d ; f o r  th e n ig h t an d  th e  
f o g  h id  e v e ry th in g . In s ta n tly  b o th  
R u s h  a n d  S h e e h y  p o ise d  th e ir  o a rs .

T h e  v o ic e  cea sed . T h e  sib ilan t r ip p le  
o f  w a te r  a lo n g  th e s id es  d ie d  in to  s ilen ce  
as  th e  b o a t  lo s t  m o m e n tu m . F r o m  
astern  a n d  to  th e  r ig h t  ca m e  th e  sp la sh 
in g  o f  o th e r  oars.

T h e n  th e  in v is ib le  m an  s p o k e  aga in . 
R u s h  b en t h is h ead  an d  ch e ck e d  h is  o w n  
b re a th in g  to  listen . F o r  h e  w a s  c e r 
ta in ly  lis te n in g  to  H a w k ’s d e e p -ch e ste d  
v o ice .

Y e t  it w a s n ’ t so  stra n ge , R u s h  re 
fle cted , d u r in g  th e  p a u se  th at a ga in  f o l 
lo w e d  H a w k ’ s sp eech . T o -n ig h t  w a s  
th e  tim e  f o r  th e g a th e r in g  o n  Y e r b a  
B u e n a  o f  th e  b ird s  o f  p re y , as S h e e h y  
ca lle d  th em . T o -m o r r o w , a c c o r d in g  to  
L in sd a le , th e  F lyin g  S p ra y  w a s  to  sail. 
H a w k ’ s p re se n ce  in  the b oa t o n  th e  w a y  
to  Y e r b a  B u e n a  w a s  a  p e r fe c t ly  n a tu ra l 
t h in g ; n o r  w o u ld  it b e  at all e x tr a o r 
d in a ry  i f  h is  c o m p a n io n  w a s  she w h o  
R u s h  p ra y e d  it w o u ld  be .

T h e  sou n d  o f  o a rs  ca m e  stea d ily  
n ea rer . T h e n , in d e e d , R u s h  e x u lt e d ; 
f o r  h e  h ea rd  th e  g ir l ’ s c lea r  v o ic e , 
p itch e d  to  a  d o u b t fu l, tro u b le d  k ey .

“ B u t i f  h e ’ s n o t  th ere , I ’ ll n o t  g iv e  
u p  th e  le tte rs .”

“ W h y  ta lk  lik e  th a t? ”  H a w k  re 
tu rn e d , w ith  a h in t o f  resen tm en t. 
“ H a v e n ’ t I  p ro m ise d  y o u  h e  w o u ld  b e ? ”

A n o t h e r  p au se . T h e  b oa t w a s  n o w  
abreast o f  th em , t o  th e ir  r ig h t ; it w a s  
h a rd  to  sa y  h o w  fa r  aw ay .

‘ I  d o n ’t  q u ite  u n d e rs ta n d .”  A g a in  
th at d o u b t fu l, d is co u ra g e d  n o te  in  th e  
g ir l ’ s v o ice . “ I  d id  w h a t y o u  ask ed  m e  
to , as w e ll as I  c o u ld . I t  w a s n ’t m y  
fa u lt  th a t I  lo s t  the— th e g la ss  th in g —  
w h a te v e r  it w as. T h e y  sh ou ld  b e  sa tis 
fie d , w h o e v e r  th e y  a re  th at h a d  C ly d e
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im p r iso n e d . A n d  y o u  sa y  th e y  a re , that 
C ly d e ’ s re lea sed , that h e ’s in  y o u r  h om e. 
W h y  is th a t?  W h y  c a n ’ t h e  c o m e  to 
m e , in stead  o f  m e  g o in g  to  h im ?  Y o u  
m u st be  k e e p in g  so m e th in g  fr o m  m e. 
I ’ v e  fe lt  so  all a lo n g .”

“ W e l l ,  to  b e  fra n k , I  h a v e ,”  H a w k  
rep lied . “ T h a t  is, I ’ v e  b een  d o in g  it 
th is  a fte r n o o n . I  d id n ’t w a n t to  d is 
tress  y o u , b u t C ly d e ’s b een  in ju r e d . O n  
m y  w o r d !  n o t  s e r io u s ly ,”  H a w k  has
ten ed  to  say , as the g ir l c r ie d  ou t 
sh a rp ly . “ O n ly  s lig h tly , I  a ssu re  y o u . 
T h a t ’ s w h y  I  w a n te d  y o u  to  see  h im  b e 
fo r e  I  to ld  y o u .”

“ O h , h u r r y , then . H u r r y !”
T h e  ca d e n ce  o f  th e p o w e r fu l  oa r  

s tro k e s  in crea sed , a n d  th e  in v is ib le  b oa t 
d r e w  ahead  so  ra p id ly  that it seem ed  
H a w k  m u st a lm o st  h a v e  sen sed  th e d a n 
g e r  lu rk in g  so  n e a r  h im .

D a n g e r  in d eed , f o r  w ith  the g ir l ’ s last 
w o r d , R u s h  d ip p e d  h is  o a r , e a g e r  to  
sp eed  a f t e r  H a w k . B u t at th e b e g in 
n in g  o f  the s tro k e  h e  hesita ted . W a s  
th at th e th in g  to  d o ?

“ G iv e  w a y , l a d ! P h a t y e  w a it in ’ 
f o r ? ”  S h e e h y ’ s v o ic e  w as im p atien t, 
in ca u tio u s ly  lo u d .

“ S -s h !”  R u s h  lea n ed  o v e r  an d  w h is 
p e re d . “ Y o u  u n d ersta n d  w h o  th ey  a r e ? ”  

“ A m  O i  a  f o o l ?  S u re  I  u n d ersta n d . 
H a v e  a f t e r  ’ e m .”

“ B u t it  a in ’ t so  s im p le . H o w ’ll she 
k n o w  w h o  w e  a r e ?  S h e ’ ll th in k  w e ’ re 
h a r b o r  p ira tes— h elp  h im  fig h t us. A n ’ 
s h o o t in ’ in  th is  d a rk — h o w  ca n  w e  tell 
h e r  fr o m  h im ?  H a d n ’ t w e  b e tte r  ju s t  
f o l lo w  ? ”

“ M a y b e  so , bu t-------- ”
“ L is t e n !”
“ T o  p h w a t ?”
“ N o — n o th in ’ .”  F o r  th e  fa c e  o f  th e 

b a y  w a s  n o w  as a b so lu te ly  silen t as 
th o u g h  it w a s  th e  w o r ld ’ s first n igh t.

H a w k  h ad  taken  w a rn in g , p ro b a b ly  
f r o m  S h e e h y ’ s first im p a tien t e ja cu la 
tio n . A s  th e y  h ad  h id d e n  f r o m  h im  in 
th e  im p en etra b le  d a rk n ess , h e w a s  n o w  
h id in g  f r o m  them .

N o t  tw o  h u n d re d  y a rd s  a w a y , H a w k  
rested  o n  h is  oa rs , b u t th e y  c o u ld  n ev er  
fin d  h im . T h o u g h  th e y  k n e w  h is g e n 
eral d ire c t io n , i f  th e y  started  ro w in g  
th e y  w o u ld n ’t k n o w  it lo n g , f o r  H a w k  
w o u ld  b e  d r if t in g  all the tim e  o n  the 
cu rren t that f lo w e d  ou t th ro u g h  th e  G o l
d en  G ate. T h e y  w o u ld n ’ t k n o w  w h en  
to  tu rn  to  fo l lo w  h im . T h e y  m ig h t pass 
w ith in  an  o a r ’ s len g th , w ith o u t see in g  
the o th er  boa t. A n d  th e d r if t in g  f o g  
it se lf  w o u ld  be  n o  m o r e  s ilen t th an  the 
d r if t in g  b o a t, u n less R u s h  c o u ld  so m e 
h o w  p r o v e  to  th e g ir l that th e y  w e r e  
fr ie n d s . H o w  c o u ld  h e  d o  th a t?  H e  
d id n ’ t ev en  k n o w  h er last n am e. S h e  
k n e w  n o th in g  o f  h im . A n d  sh e  w a s  
tru stin g  H a w k , o r  sh e  w o u ld n ’ t b e  ou t 
h ere  w ith  h im .

B u t a ft e r  a little , S h e e h y  eased  R u s h ’ s 
m in d  som ew h a t b y  w h is p e r in g :

“  ’ T is  m e  that’ s to  b lam e, b u t m a y b e  
O i  ca n  m a d e  u p  f o r  it. O i  k n o w  w h e re  
h e m u st b e  ta k in ’ her. R o w  o n  a  b it 
a n ’  O i ’ ll tell y e .”

T h e y  ro w e d  u n til th e y  w e r e  su re ly  
o u t o f  ea rsh ot o f  th e  o th e r  b o a t, a n d  
th en  S h e e h y  e x p la in e d :

“  ’T is  to  th e n o rth e rn  in d  a v  Y e r b a  
B u e n a  Is la n d  that h e ’ s h ea d in ’ , sure. 
T h e r e ’ s a g e n tlem a n ’ s h ou se  o n  it, b ig  
e n o u g h  f o r  a  castle , a n ’ it ’ s th e  on ly  
h ou se  o n  th e  is lan d , sa v in ’ th e  r o b b e r s ’ 
ro o s ts  that w e ’v e  started  f o r  o u rse lv es . 
A n ’  b ey a n t, o n  th e  A la m e d a  sh ore , 
th e re ’ s ju s t  p la in  n o th in ’ a t  a ll.”

“ K n o w  a n y th in g  a b o u t th e  h o u s e  ?”  
“ S a v e  that ’ tis th ere , O i  d o n ’t .”  
“ S o u n d s  g o o d . A n ’ i f  H a w k ’ s h ead  

o f  the C ir c le , m a y b e  th at’ s th eir  h ea d 
q u a rters . S h eeh y , w e ’re  lik e ly  in  fo r  
ru ctio n s . Q u e s t io n  is, ca n  y o u  fin d  i t ? ”  

“ O i ’ ll try . B u t w it ’ a ll th is p a la v e r in ’ 
a n ’  d r if t in ’  a ro u n d , O i ’m  a  b it  c o n fu s e d . 
A n ’ O i ’v e  b een  steer in ’ f o r  th e  o th e r  
in d , an ’  o u r  b u n ch  a v  c r o o k s . B u t 
O i ’ ll tr y .”

F o r  p erh a p s  f ifte e n  m in u tes  m o re , 
th ey  ro w e d  on . T h e n  a  b la ck  bu lk  
lo o m e d  u p  th ro u g h  th e  d a rk n ess , so
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c lo s e  th a t th e y  h a d  o n ly  to  sh ip  o a rs  
a n d  d r i f t  in . T h e  p r o w  o f  th e  b o a t  
s tru ck  sh a rp ly  a ga in st a ro ck , t o o  h ig h  
an d  p re c ip ito u s  to  a f fo r d  a la n d in g  p lace . 
S h e e h y  m u tte re d  so m e th in g  a b o u t h a v 
in g  lo s t  h is  c o u rse , a n d  sh o v e d  th e  b o a t  
o f f  w ith  h is  oa r .

“ L e t ’ s t r y  to  th e r o ig h t ,”  h e  sa id .
A  fe w  m o r e  s trok es , an d  th e y  ca m e  

t o  a  little  in let. A t  the en d  o f  it w as 
a  n a r r o w  b ea ch , u p o n  w h ic h  th e ir  p r o w  
g lid e d  a n d  h eld . T h e y  g o t  o u t  a n d  d re w  
th e  b o a t  a little  fa r th e r  up .

“ F a ith , w e ’ re  h ere— b u t w h e re  a re  
w e  ?”

“ C a n ’ t w e  f o l lo w  a ro u n d  th e  s h o r e ? ”  
ask ed  R u sh .

“ W h is h t !”  ca u tio n e d  S h e e h y — t o o  
late.

“ W h o ’ s th e r e ? ”  ca m e  a  lo w  ch a llen g e  
f r o m  th e  u n d erb ru sh .

“ T w o  a v  th e  o u ld  w o lv e s ' b re e d ,”  
S h e e h y  g a v e  th e  cou n te rs ig n .

“ T o  d a re ---------”  T h e  sen try  pau sed .
“ T o  d o , a n ’  to  h a v e ,”  co m p le te d  

S h eeh y .
“ W h o  a re  y o u ? ”
“ F o r ty -s iv in  a n ’  a  n e w  o n e .”
“ B u t-------- ”  T h e  se n try  hesita ted .

“ W e ll ,  c o m e  o n .”
S h e e h y  a n d  R u s h  o b e y e d . W h e n  

th e y  g o t  t o  the e d g e  o f  th e  u n d erb ru sh , 
th e y  s top p ed . T h e  sen try  s tep p ed  in to  
sigh t f r o m  b eh in d  a bu sh .

“ Y o u ’ v e  g o t  a n e rv e ,”  h e g ru m b le d , 
“ t o  b r in g  a  n e w  m an  n o w . T a k e  ’ em  
b a ck , T w e n t y -t w o ,”  h e  m u ttered  o v e r  
h is  sh ou ld er .

A  se co n d  m an  sh o w e d  h im s e lf . W it h 
o u t  a  w o r d , h e started  b a ck  th ro u g h  th e 
u n d e rb ru sh , v e r y  q u ie tly . R u sh , w ith  
S h e e h y  tra ilin g , fo l lo w e d . H e  d ebated  
a  g e t -a w a y , b u t th e  se n try  h ad  c lo se d  in  
b eh in d , a n d  w a s  fo l lo w in g  S h eeh y . A n d  
ah ead  w a s  th e  lo w  m u tte r in g  o f  m a n y  
m e n ’ s v o ic e s . T h e y  m u st h a v e  lan d ed  
r ig h t  c lo s e  to  th e c r o o k s ’ re n d e z v o u s . 
H e  a n d  S h e e h y  m ig h t  sh o o t  it ou t w ith  
th ese  tw o , b u t th e  w h o le  b u n ch  w o u ld  
b e  a f t e r  th em . E v e n  i f  th e y  esca p e d ,

th e  tu m u lt w o u ld  b e  h ea rd  to  th e  o th er 
en d  o f  th e  is lan d . H a w k  w o u ld  b e  
w a rn ed .

F r o m  th e  u n d e rb ru sh , th e y  e m e rg e d  
u p o n  a  r o c k -s tr e w n , b a rre n , le v e l sp ace . 
T h r e e  sm all w o o d e n  sh ack s w e r e  th ere , 
s ta n d in g  c lo se  t o g e t h e r ; b u t it  w a s  s o  
d a rk  th at R u s h  d id  n o t  see  th em  u n til 
th e lea d er  s to p p e d  b e fo r e  th e d o o r  o f  
th e  cen tra l sh ack . T h e  fo r m u la  o f  th e  
co u n te rs ig n  w a s  rep ea ted  a n d  th e d o o r  
w a s  o p e n e d  f r o m  w ith in . E v id e n t ly  th e  
w in d o w s  w e r e  sh u ttered  tig h t , f o r  th e  
in te r io r  w a s  lig h ted  w ith  an  o il la m p . 
A n d  a b o u t th ir ty  p a irs  o f  ey es  stared  
su sp ic io u s ly  an d  tru cu le n tly  a t R u sh , as 
he p assed  in.

T h e y  w e r e  a  h a r d -lo o k in g  c r o w d  th at 
sp ra w le d  a b o u t in  that sh a ck , a n d  R u s h  
u n d e rs to o d  w h y  S h e e h y  h ad  p la n n ed  to  
b re a k  w ith  th em . S h e e h y  w a s  a  re ck 
less e n o u g h  a d v e n tu re r , b u t th ese  m en  
w e r e  o u t o f  h is  class— crim in a l r i f fr a f f  
f r o m  S y d n e y , ty p ica l a p a ch es  fr o m  
P a r is , fu g it iv e  cu tth roa ts  f r o m  th e  E a s t 
e rn  c it ie s , w ith  th ree  o r  f o u r  ra n g y  d es 
p e ra d o e s , p ro b a b ly  f r o m  th e W e s te r n  
p la ins. A  scu rv ily , in iq u itou s  c r e w , b u t 
R u s h  g a v e  th em  a g r in  o f  g o o d - fe l lo w 
sh ip , an d  tr ied  to  sh ap e  h is  fe a tu re s  in to  
an  a p p ro p r ia te ly  s in iste r  m ask .

T h e n  R u s h  saw  th e m an  h e w o u ld  
h ave  to  d ea l w ith . H e  w a s  s it t in g  in  
a  r ick e ty  ch a ir  b eh in d  a  w o o d e n  ta b le  at 
th e  en d  o f  th e  ro o m . A  sm all, g r a y  m a n  
h e  w a s— g r a y  as to  h a ir  an d  ey es  an d  
c lo th es , an d  g r a y  as to  c o m p le x io n , to o . 
E v e n  h is  v o ic e  w a s  th in  an d  p a ss ion less  
— bu t th rea ten in g . H e  w a s  a sk in g  
S h e e h y  w h a t h e m ean t b y  b r in g in g  a  re 
cru it  w ith o u t p e rm iss io n .

“ F a ith , a n ’  O i  w o u ld n ’t b r in g  a n  o r 
d in a ry  re c ru it .”  S h e e h y  th ick en ed  h is  
b ro g u e . “ B u t w h in  y e  k n o w  w h o  th is 
m an  is— R u sh , w h o  serv ed  w it ’ W a lk e r , 
R u sh  a v  th e  D u r a n g o  e x p e d it io n , H u r 
ry -u p  H a r r y  R u s h , w h o ’s seen  m o r e
fo ig h t in ’  th an  a n n y  m an  h ere --------  A h ,
O i see  y o u  k n o w  a v  h im , a n ’ O i ’m  f o r 
g iv e n .”



THE CRYSTAL INTRIGUE 25

T h e  g r a y  m a n ’ s eyes  sh ifte d  to  R u sh . 
H is  g la n ce  re m in d e d  R u s h  o f  a  ra p ie r  
th ru st.

“ Y o u  w a n t  to  jo in  u s ? ”
“ I ’m  h ere . T h a t  w o u ld  seem  t o  sh o w  

I  w a n t to  jo in  y o u .”  R u s h  in  h is  e f fo r t  
f o r  co o ln e ss , sp o k e  w ith  b ra v a d o . T h e  
g r a y  m an  sm iled  w in tr ily .

“ I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  s a fe r  t o  h ave  
sen t in  y o u r  ca rd . W h a t  d o  y o u  k n o w  
o f  o u r  p la n s ? ”

“ N o th in g , e x c e p t  w h a t S h e e h y ’ s to ld  
m e . A n ’ th at’ s p ra c tica lly  n o th in g .”

“ I  b e lie v e  that, b eca u se  it ’ s e x a c tly  
w h a t S h e e h y  k n o w s . S h eeh y  lo o k e d  
lik e  a  m a n  w h o  m ig h t  b e  u se fu l i f  h e
g o t  a lo n g  w ith  us. I f  n ot-------- ”  T h e
g r a y  m a n  m a d e  a  s ligh t, s ig n ifica n t g e s 
tu re . “ Y o u  lo o k  a s  th o u g h  y o u  m ig h t 
b e  u s e fu l, to o , w ith  th e sa m e q u a lifica 
t io n . A n d  a f t e r  to -n ig h t , y o u  w o n ’t b e  
in  a  p o s it io n  t o  d o  h arm . S o -------- ”

T h e  g r a y  m an  n e g lig e n tly  w a v e d  
R u s h  an d  S h e e h y  to  a  seat o n  th e  f lo o r .

R u s h  sat d o w n , fe e lin g  tra p p ed , d e 
fe a te d . H e  k e p t  g la n c in g  at th e  g r a y  
m a n  w ith  actua l fe a r  in  h is  eyes. S o  
th at w a s  D eeth . D ee th — d e a th ! S a r 
d o n ic  h u m o r  th e  m a n  h ad  sh o w n  in  re
n a m in g  h im s e lf . F o r  w h e n  R u s h  had  
seen  h im  b e fo r e , h e  h ad  been  dead .

J u stifia b ly , h e  h ad  b een  h u n g  b y  th e 
n e c k  b y  th e  V ig ila n c e  C o m m itte e  o f  ’ 56, 
till h e  w a s d ea d , d ea d , d ead . V is ib ly  
so . B u t  R u s h  had  la ter h ea rd  a  stran ge  
ta le  o f  in s id e  co n n iv a n ce , o f  a  flesh - 
c o lo r e d  m eta l b a n d  a ro u n d  h is  th roa t, a  
c a r e fu lly  a d ju s te d  ro p e , an  ea sy  d ro p . 
H e  h ad  h ea rd  that th e m a n  still liv e d  in 
th e  sh a d o w s— to  m o s t  o f  th e p u b lic  a 
m y th , to  th e c r o o k s  o f  S an  F r a n c is c o  
a  ru le r . H e  w a s  sa id  to  b e  co llea g u ed  
w ith  so m e  o f  th e  o ffic ia ls . H e  had  
d o u b te d  th e  s to ry , o f  c o u r s e ;  b u t n o w  
h e  w a s  th e d ea d  m a n ’ s p r iso n e r .

H e  h ad  to  g e t  a w a y ! H o w  to  g e t  
a w a y !  G re a t  L o r d !  W h a t  w a s  h a p 
p e n in g  o n  th e  o th e r  en d  o f  th e  is la n d ?  
A n d  w h a t w e r e  th ese  m en  w a it in g  f o r ?  
R u s h  fe ig n e d  in d if fe re n ce . H e  n o d d e d .

P re s e n t ly  h e  seem ed  to  sleep . A n d  h e  
lis te n e d  m o s t  in ten tly .

T h e  m e n  w e r e  ea g er  a n d  e x c ite d . 
T h e y  w e r e  a b ou t to  m a k e  a  v e r y  g r e a t  
haul a n d  to  em b a rk  o n  a  g r e a t  e x p lo it . 
T h e r e  w a s m u ch  lo w  talk , an d  R u s h  
ga th ered  ce rta in  e x p la n a to ry  k n o w le d g e .

T h e r e  w a s  talk  a b ou t th e  C h ie f  o f  
th e  G o ld e n  C irc le . T h a t  w a s  H a w k , o f  
c o u r s e ;  f o r  it seem ed  h e  w a s  th e ir  ch ie f , 
to o . D e e th  w a s  se co n d  in  com m a n d . 
D e e th  had  re cru ite d  these m en , an d  p a id  
th em  w ith  m o n e y  p r o v id e d  b y  H a w k  
fr o m  th e G o ld e n  C ir c le  w a r  chest. 
G o ld e n  C ir c le  m o n e y  had p a id  f o r  th e  
F lyin g  Spray, to o . A n d  th e y  w e re  to  
lo o t  th e  G o ld e n  C ir c le  to -n ig h t  o f  a 
m illio n  in  g o ld , an d  p la ce  it o n  the F ly 
ing Spray. T h e y  w e r e  to  a rm  th em 
selves an d  th e  sh ip  f r o m  th e G o ld e n  
C ir c le  m a g a z in e .

T h e y  w e re  to  sail in  th e m o rn in g , 
w ith  H a w k  in  co m m a n d . A n d  th is w as 
o n ly  th e  b e g in n in g . T h e r e  w e re  the 
g o ld -la d e n  P a c if ic  M a il s te a m e r s ; p r izes  
fr o m  O r e g o n , t o o ; a n d  r ich  to w n s  n o rth  
and  sou th  re a d y  f o r  th e  lo o t in g . S a fe  
p ira c ie s  th e y ’d  be , w ith  all a u th o r ity  in  
C a lifo r n ia  p a ra ly zed  b y  th e r e v o lt  o f  
th e G o ld e n  C irc le . I t  w a s  a  jo k e  o v e r  
w h ich  th ey  ch u ck led — that all th e ir  e x 
p lo its  w o u ld  b e  la id  to  th e  B e a r  S ta ters, 
w h o m  th e y  w e r e  to  ro b  at m id n ig h t.

L in sd a le , R u s h  rea lized , h ad  lik e ly  
b een  r ig h t w h e n  h e h ad  sa id  th a t i f  
H a w k ’ s p lo t w ith  D e e th  c o u ld  b e  e x 
p o se d , it w o u ld  g o  fa r  t o  w r e c k  th e  
G o ld e n  C irc le . F o r , as h e ga th ered  
n o w , th e  G o ld e n  C irc le  h a d  b een  la rg e ly  -  
o rg a n iz e d  b y  H a w k .

A n d  R u s h  a lso  rea lized , re m e m b e r in g  
th e  n am es h e  h ad  seen  o n  that p a p e r  h e  
h a d  d e s tro y e d , w h y  the g o v e rn m e n t  p r e 
fe r r e d  th at th e  C ir c le  b e  w re ck e d  fr o m  
w ith in . F o r  th e w a r -e m b a rra sse d  g o v 
ern m en t w a s  th ree  th ou sa n d  m iles  a w a y  
— a n d  th e  n am es o n  th e  p a p e r  w e r e  p o w 
e r fu l  on es .

T h e r e  w e r e  f i f t y  “ K n ig h t s ,”  R u s h  
lea rn ed  n o w , ea ch  o f  w h o m  h a d  re
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c ru ite d , p a id  and  e q u ip p ed  a h u n d re d  
m en . T h is  w a s  H a w k ’ s h u n d red . F iv e  
th ou sa n d  a rm e d  m en  w o u ld  ce r ta in ly  
sw e e p  th e State .

I t  w a s  w ith  a v e ry  g re a t  e f fo r t  that 
R u s h  co n s id e re d  th ese  th in gs . H is  m in d  
k e p t d a rtin g  o f f  to  H a w k  a n d  th e  g ir l 
— H a w k  and th e g i r l ! T h r o u g h  a seem 
in g  e tern ity , the s lo w  m in u tes  tra iled  
each  o th er. R u s h  b e ca m e  lik e  a b o u n d  
t ig e r . T h e r e  w a s  a stead y  p re ssu re  f o r  
a c t io n , lik e  th e p re ssu re  o f  a ben t 
sp r in g . S itt in g  th ere , head  b o w e d , 
se e m in g ly  asleep , h is  n erv es  w e r e  ten se , 
h is  m u scles  taut, a ch in g  f o r  a ction .

B u t at last D e e th  lo o k e d  at h is  w a tch  
a n d  rose . C a re le ss ly  h e  stated  that th e  
tim e  f o r  a ction  h ad  co m e . W it h  h is  
lean  fo r e f in g e r , he in d ica ted  tw o  m en  
w h o  w e re  to  su m m o n  th e  g r o u p s  f r o m  
th e  o th e r  tw o  shacks. H is  m a n n er w as 
so  a ssu red  th at it seem ed  a lm ost n e g li
g en t. R u s h  r e co g n iz e d  a  v e r y  subtle  
lea d e rsh ip  th ere , fr e e  f r o m  d o u b t, fe a i 
o r  h u rry . B u t  it seem ed  that m u ch  v a n 
ity  la y  b eh in d  th at m a n n e r , to o . A  liv 
in g  d ea d  m an  w o u ld  lik e ly  b e  va in , 
th o u g h t  R u s h . H e  w as u n iq u e  en ou g h .

O u ts id e , D e e th  m a rsh a led  th e th ree 
g r o u p s  ah ead  o f  h im . T h e r e  w e r e  abou t 
a  h u n d red  m en , in  a ll. R u s h  h o p e d  that 
h e  a n d  S h e e h y  w o u ld  b e  p e rm itte d  to  
s e le ct th e ir  o w n  p o s it io n s  in  th e  line, 
f r o m  w h ich  th e y  m ig h t s lip  a w a y . B u t 
D e e th  w a s  w a tch in g  th em , a n d  in ten d ed  
to  k e e p  o n  w a tch in g . H e  p la ced  R u s h  
d ir e c t ly  in  fr o n t  o f  h im , w ith  S h e e h y  > 
in  fr o n t  o f  R u sh .

T h e  lin e  started . I t  c ro sse d  th e b a r
ren  sp ace , a n d  m o v e d  in  n e a r ly  absolu te  
s ilen ce  a lo n g  th e sa n d y  b ea ch  w h ich  e x 
te n d e d  a ro u n d  th e eastern  s id e  o f  the 
islan d .

N o w , i f  e v er , R u s h  m u st g e t aw ay . 
H e  stead ied  h im s e lf . H e  tr ied  to  re la x  
th e  m u scles  o f  h is  th roa t. H is  v o ic e  
m u st sou n d  natu ra l, u n a fr a id . H e  
d ro p p e d  b a ck  a lo n g s id e  D e e th . T h a n k  
H e a v e n  h e h a d  an in te re s t -co m p e llin g  
th in g  to  s a y !

“ I ’ v e  g o t  to  te ll y o u  so m e th in g ,”  h e 
h a lf w h isp e re d  s w ift ly . “ H a w k ’ s lo s t  
th e  cry s ta l an d  th e p a p e rs .”

D e e th ’ s r ig h t  h a n d , n ea rest R u s h , had 
slid  in to  th e  s id e  p o c k e t  o f  h is  coa t. 
R u s h  k n e w  it g r ip p e d  a  w e a p o n . R u s h  
s la ck en ed  h is p a ce  a little . A h e a d  o f  
h im , S h e e h y , o n  th e a lert, s la ck en ed  h is 
a lso .

“ Y o u ’ ll m a k e  an  in v a lu a b le  lieu ten 
a n t,”  sa id  D e e th , sa rd o n ica lly . “ I f  y o u  
h a v e  in fo r m a t io n -------- ”

“ I ’m  g iv in ’ it to  y o u . T h e  g o v e r n 
m en t has y o u r  letters  to  H a w k .”

A f t e r  a  b a re ly  p e rce p tib le  p au se , 
D e e th  s a id : “ I  d o n ’ t k n o w  w h a t y o u ’re  
ta lk in g  a b o u t.”

“ A  m an  n a m e d  L in sd a le  s to le  ’ e m ,”  
co n tin u e d  R u s h , ig n o r in g  D e e th ’ s d e 
n ia l. “ A n ’  th ere ’ s so m e  o th e r  th in g s  I ’d  
o u g h t  to  tell y o u , a lon e . H a w k  ca u g h t 
L in sd a le , b u t h e  g o t  a w a y .”

D e e th  h a d  d ro p p e d  still fa r th e r  b a ck . 
R u s h  th o u g h t h e  w a s  g o in g  to  g e t  h im  
a lon e . B u t n o w  D e e th  g la n ce d  at 
S h e e h y ’ s g r e a t  fo r m , im m e d ia te ly  in  
f r o n t  o f  h im , a n d  sa w  the w id e n in g  g a p  
b e tw een  S h e e h y  a n d  th e  n e x t  in  lin e . 
D e e th  in terru p ted  R u s h  sh a rp ly .

“ T e ll  m e  la ter. T a k e  y o u r  p la ce  in  
lin e .”

R u s h ’ s fist rea ch ed  D e e th ’s ja w  in  a 
te rr ific  u p p ercu t. A t  th e  sa m e in stan t, 
w ith  h is  le f t  h a n d , h e  se ized  th e  h and  
in s id e  D e e th ’ s p o ck e t . I f  h e  co u ld  
p a ra ly ze  that h a n d  b e fo r e  it  p u lled  th e  
t r ig g e r . H e  w a s  n o t  q u ite  in  tim e— b u t 
h is  th u m b  w a s  ca u g h t b e tw e e n  th e  h a m 
m e r  an d  th e fir in g  p in !  A n d  D e e th  
w a s  fa l lin g  w ith o u t  a  so u n d . R u s h  
ca u g h t h im  an d  le t h im  d o w n  o n  th e 
sand . S h e e h y  w a s  s ta n d in g  b e s id e  
R u sh . T h e  m ov in g , lin e  p a ssed  o n  in to  
th e  d a rk n ess .

W it h o u t  sp ea k in g , R u s h  p re sse d  b a ck  
th e  h a m m er o f  D e e th ’ s r e v o lv e r  and  
e x tr ica te d  h is  th u m b. T h e n  h e  s tr ip p e d  
o f f  D e e th ’ s c o a t  to  u se  in  b in d in g  h im . 
A  flat, h a rd  o b je c t  in  th e  in n er  b rea st
p o ck e t  a ttra cted  R u s h ’ s a tten tion . H e
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d r e w  it o u t , a n d  a  p a p e r  ca m e  w ith  it. 
O n e  to u ch  o f  th e ir re g u la r  n od u les  a n d  
d e p re ss io n s  o n  its s u r fa c e  to ld  R u s h  
th at he h ad  in  h is h and  the m y ster iou s  
cry s ta l, o r  a  re p lica  o f  it. H e  p u t b o th  
c ry s ta l a n d  p a p er  in  h is  p o ck e t , a n d  
p ro ce e d e d  to  se cu re  D eeth .

A  fe w  m in u tes  la ter , th e y  h ad  le f t  
th e b ea ch  and  w e r e  m a k in g  th e ir  w a y  
a cro ss  the is lan d  to  th e  h o u s e  o n  its 
n o rth e rn  en d . R u s h ’ s h eart bea t fa st—  
a n d  n o t  a ltog e th er  f r o m  e x e r t io n , f o r  
it seem ed  th at a  lo t  m u st b e  ah ead  o f  
h im . F o r  H a w k  w a s  in  that h ou se , and  
s o  w a s  A lic e . I t  w a s  h ea d q u a rters  o f  
th e G o ld e n  C irc le  th at h ad  m a rk ed  h im  
d o w n  f o r  d e a th ; a n d  it w a s  th e  d estin a 
t io n  o f  D e e th ’ s n o w  lea d er less  m en , 
b en t u p o n  a  v e r y  g re a t  lo o t .

“ A n ’ S h e e h y  a n ’ m e  w ith  that c r y s 
tal ! W e l l ,  I ’m  ru n n in ’ f o r  it a g a in ; bu t 
w h a t th e  d ick en s  is ‘it? ’ ”

C H A P T E R  V I I .

EAVESDROPPING.

A M O S T  d ifficu lt w a y  th a t w a s—  
th ro u g h  a  th ick et a lm ost im p as

sab le  in  p la ces , b ro k e n  h ere  an d  th ere 
b y  p re c ip ice s , h u g e  ro ck s , s teep -s id ed  
g u llie s . T h o u g h t  o f  th e  tim e  th ey  had  
lo s t  f o r c e d  th em  o n  at a  d a n g e ro u s  p a ce , 
a n d  th e y  s tu m b led  an d  fe ll m a n y  tim es. 
T h e y  w e r e  sp en t m en , b ru ised , b leed in g  
an d  ta tte red , w h e n  th e y  b ro k e  o u t in to  
a c le a r in g  a n d  sa w  th ro u g h  th e f o g  a  
Huge d a rk  p ile  d ire c t ly  b e fo r e  them .

A t  that R u s h  p u sh ed  ahead  o f  
S h e e h y , a n d  sto le  to w a rd  th e  h ou se , 
h u rr ie d ly  b u t silen tly .

N o w  h e  w a s  at the c o r n e r  o f  it—  
n o w  c re e p in g  a lo n g  its w e s te rn  s id e  
w ith  S h e e h y  c lo se  b eh in d , b o th  m en  lis 
te n in g , listen in g . A  d e a d  h o u s e  it 
seem ed  to  b e ;  n o  w in d o w  sh o w e d  a  
g lim m e r  o f  lig h t . B u t R u s h  saw  that 
h e a v y  cu rta in s  m ig h t a c co u n t f o r  that. 
M id w a y  a lo n g  its s id e , h e  h ea rd , f r o m  
so m e w h e re  w ith in  a  lo w  m u rm u r  o f  
v o ic e s , th e  s t ir r in g  o f  m en . T h e y  w e r e

n o t D e e th ’ s m en , h e  k n e w . T h e y  had  
n o t tim e to  g e t  h ere  yet.

P r o b a b ly  so m e  o f  the K n ig h ts , R u s h  
th ou g h t. T h e n  h e  q u ick en ed  h is  p a ce  
an d  m o v e d  w ith  b a te d  b rea th , f o r  h e  
h eard  v e r y  in teres tin g  sou n d s— la b o re d  
breath s, b reath s taken  in  g a sp s , fe e t  
s cra p in g  an d  sh u fflin g  o n  w o o d e n  f lo o r 
in g , fists ja b b in g  in to  flesh . S o m e w h e r e  
tw o  m en  w e r e  b a tt lin g  d esp era te ly , y e t 
in  as n ea r ly  co m p le te  s ilen ce  as th ey  
co u ld  m a n a g e  it. T h a t  w a s  q u eer. T h e  
o th e r  m en  in th e b u ild in g  sh ou ld  b e  w e l
c o m e  allies f o r  o n e  o f  th em .

T h e  sou n d s  g re w  p la in er . R u s h  ca m e  
to  a w in d o w  fr o m  w h ic h  o n e  o f  the 
h e a v y  shu tters h u n g  a w ry , h a v in g  been  
jim m ie d  fr o m  its h in ges . T h e  w in d o w  
h ad  b een  p r ie d  o p e n  w ith  su ch  fo r c e  
as to  b rea k  the g lass. T h e  cu rta in  p e r 
m itted  o n ly  th e th in n est lin e  o f  lig h t 
to  esca p e , b u t R u s h  w a s  ab le  to  push  
it a s id e  an d  p eer  w ith in .

T h e  m en  w h o  w e r e  s tru g g lin g  in s id e  
th at ro o m  w e r e  H a w k  an d  y o u n g  L in s -  
da le . B u t  L in sd a le  w a s n e a r ly  o v e r 
co m e . W it h  h is  g re a t  r ig h t a rm , H a w k  
w a s  c ru sh in g  L in sd a le  to  h im , p in io n in g  
n o t  o n ly  h is b o d y  but a lso  b o th  o f  h is 
a rm s. W it h  h is  le f t  h a n d  h e  w a s  tw is t
in g  a  sh o rt  ir o n  b a r  fr o m  L in s d a le ’ s 
g r ip . T h a t  b a r  e x p la in e d  th e  b ro k e n  
sh u tter  an d  w in d o w . A  re v o lv e r , p r o b 
a b ly  L in sd a le ’ s, la y  o n  th e flo o r .

L in sd a le ’ s m iss io n , R u s h  rea lized , 
m u st be  th e sa m e as R u s h ’ s o w n . H e ’d 
tra ced  H a w k  and th e  g ir l. H e ’d  n ot 
fo r g o t te n  th e g ir l th en — in  that, at least, 
R u s h  h ad  m is ju d g d  h im . A n d  R u sh  
w o u ld  save  h im  aga in .

R u s h  w a s  g a th e r in g  h im s e lf  f o r  a 
lea p  in to  th e r o o m , w h e n  fr o m  so m e 
w h e re  e lse  in  th e h o u se , th ere  ca m e  the 
sou n d s  o f  e x c ite d  w o r d s  an d  h u rr y in g  
fe e t . A t  that, he d re w  back .

T h e s e  sh ou ld  b e  H a w k ’ s co llea g u es  
an d  d u p es , K n ig h ts  o f  th e  G o ld e n  C ir 
c le .

Im m e d ia te ly  th e y  b u rst  th ro u g h  the 
d o o r , R u s h  k n ew  h e  w a s  r igh t. T h e r e
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w e r e  p erh a p s  a  d o z e n  o f  th em , an d  h e  
k n e w  th e n am es o f  th ree. T h e y  w e r e  
n am es h e  h ad  seen  o n  that p o te n t p ie ce  
o f  p a p er . A l l  o f  th em  had th e  lo o k  o f  
im p o rta n ce , a u th o r ity , w ea lth . W it h  
h a rd ly  a w o r d , an d  m a in ta in in g , all o f  
th em , so m e th in g  o f  d ig n ity , th ey  
c r o w d e d  a r o u n d  th e  tw o  m en  and to re  
th em  ap a rt.

R u s h  k ep t h is  p o s it io n , a n d  w a tch ed  
th e  scen e  in ten tly .

P la in ly , H a w k  d id n ’ t w e lc o m e  th e  in 
te rru p tio n . A  sh a d o w  o f  fe a r  cro sse d  
h is  fa c e  as th e  m en  ca m e  in . N o  w o n 
d er , th o u g h t R u sh , c o n s id e r in g  L in s -  
d a le ’s erra n d . B u t th e  n e x t  instant, 
H a w k ’s fa c e  w a s  im p a ss iv e , a n d  h is 
eyes  w e r e  v e iled . H e  step p ed  back , 
d a in tily  d u stin g  h is  fin g ers .

U n g e n tle  h a n d s se ized  L in sd a le , a n d  
th ru st h im  in to  a  ch a ir , w h e re  he 
s lu m p ed  w e a k ly . H e  had  a lm ost been  
o u t o n  h is  fe e t . T h e n  e v e r y b o d y  tu rn ed  
to  H a w k .

“ I  o w e  y o u  th an k s, g e n tlem en , b u t 
I ’ d  h o p e d  n o t to  tro u b le  y o u . I  d is c o v 
e re d  th is  s p y  en te r in ’ that w in d o w . I  
fa n c ie d  m y s e lf  ab le  to  tak e  ca re  o f  h im  
a lo n e .”

L in sd a le  p ro te s te d  so m e th in g  w h ic h  
R u s h  c o u ld n ’t hear. N o  o n e  p a id  the 
s lig h test a tten tion  to  h im .

“ Y o u  p r o v e d  y o u r s e l f  a b le  t o ,”  o n e  
o f  the m e n  rep lied  to  H a w k . “ B u t y o u  
sh o u ld n ’ t h a v e  r isk e d 1 y o u r s e l f  a n d  ru n  
the ch a n ce  o f -------- ”

H e  s to p p e d , h is  a tten tion  a ttracted , 
as w a s  that o f  e v e ry  o n e  p resen t, b y  a 
lo w  sou n d  f r o m  so m e w h e re  e lse  in  the 
h ou se . E v e n  R u s h  h ea rd  it— a m uffled  
c r y  o r  m o a n  o r  th e  cre a k in g  o f  a  ch a ir  
— an in d e fin a b le  b u t d is tre ss in g  sou n d . 
I t  w a s  e sp e c ia lly  d is tre ss in g  to  R u sh , 
w h o  k n ew  it  ca m e  fr o m  the g ir l , try in g  
to  fr e e  h e rs e lf  o r  a ttract a tten tion . 
A g a in  o v e r  H a w k ’ s fa c e  p assed  that o d d  
sh a d ow , that cu r io u s  im p a ss iv ity , w h ich  
a lw a y s  p u z z le d  R u s h  w ith  its fa in t su g 
g e s tio n  o f — w h a t?

B u t  th e  n e x t  m o m e n t  H a w k  w a s  g o 
in g  o n  w ith  re n e w e d  a ssu ra n ce .

“ I ’ d  a lrea d y  taken  ca re  o f  a n o th er  
sp y , w h o  is b o u n d  a n d  g a g g e d  in  th e  
a d jo in in g  r o o m . A f t e r  ca p tu r in g  h er , 
f o r  it w a s  u n fo r tu n a te ly  a  w o m a n , I  
h ea rd  h er  c o n fe d e r a te  p r o w lin g  ou ts id e , 
an d  w a ite d  f o r  h im  h ere . I  fe lt  it w a s  
im p o rta n t h e  sh o u ld n ’ t b e  fr ig h te n e d  
a w a y  b y  a n y  gen era l a la rm .”

T h e r e  w e r e  m u rm u rs  o f  p ra ise , w h ich  
H a w k  b o r e  m o d e s t ly ; b u t th ere  w e r e  
u n ea sy  g la n ce s , to o .

“ I  d o n ’ t lik e  th is ,”  sa id  o n e . “ I t  
m ea n s---------”

“ I  th in k  it m ea n s  n o th in g  im p o rta n t, 
s ir ,”  sa id  H a w k . “ I ’v e  k n o w n  f o r  s o m e  
tim e  th at m y  h o u s e  a n d  m y s e l f  h a v e  
b een  u n d e r  su sp ic io n . B u t i f  a n y th in g  
d e fin ite  w e r e  k n o w n  o f  o u r  p la n s, w e ’d 
ce r ta in ly  b e  m a d e  a w a re  o f  it in  a  m o r e  
d a n g e ro u s  fa s h io n .”

“ P r o b a b ly  so . I ’d  su g g est, th o u g h , 
th a t w e  h a v e  th e o th e r  s p y  o u t .”

“ I  w a s  a b ou t t o  su g g e st  that m y s e l f , 
s ir . I  w a rn  y o u , th o u g h ,”  H a w k  sm iled , 
“ th at sh e  w ill t r y  to  e x p la in  h e r  p re s 
e n ce  b y  so m e  w ild  a ccu sa tion  a ga in st 
m e . I  g a th ered , w h ile  b in d in g  h er , that 
th at w a s  h e r  q u ite  n a tu ra l in te n tio n .”  

“ A l l  r ig h t. L u c k y  w e ’ll s o o n  b e  fig h t
in g  in  th e  o p e n . T h e r e  a re  to o  m a n y  
o f  th ese  sp ies. T h e r e ’ s that g a m b le r  
fr o m  S a cra m e n to , w h o  k illed  o u r  m an  
a n d  g o t  a w a y  w ith  th o se  p a p ers . H e  
w a s  seen  in  S a n  F r a n c is c o  last n igh t. 
I f  w e  ca n ’ t ta k e  ca re  o f  h im , h e ’ s lik e ly  
to  g iv e  u s tro u b le .”

T h e  sp ea k er, w ith  H a w k  an d  t w o  
o th e rs , had  cro s s e d  th e  r o o m  u n til th e y  
w e r e  b e y o n d  R u s h ’s lin e  o f  v is io n . A s  
th e  v o ic e  tra iled  o f f ,  R u sh  sm iled  a  lit
tle  w r y ly . H e  h ad  fig u re d  o n  re s cu in g  
th e  g ir l  b y  the s im p le  m eth o d  o f  e n ter 
in g  th r o u g h  th e  w in d o w  a n d  te llin g  th e 
m em b ers  o f  th e C ir c le  w h a t h e  k n ew  
a b o u t H a w k ’ s trea ch ery . P r o o f  w o u ld  
lie  in  th e  fa c t  th at D e e th ’ s m en , w h o  
w e r e  a lso  H a w k ’ s, w e r e  r ig h t  n o w  lo o t 
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in g  the C ir c le ’ s w a r  ch est, p ro b a b ly  
th ro u g h  so m e  secre t p a ssa g e . T h a t 
w o u ld  d e s tr o y  H a w k  w ith  th e  C irc le , 
a n d  m ak e th e  g ir l s a fe  f r o m  h im . 
th o u g h  she w o u ld  still b e  h e ld  p r iso n e r .

W e ll ,  h e  w o u ld  still d o  that. B u t 
th at last sp eech  m a d e  it ce rta in  that his 
d e scr ip t io n  had  re a ch e d  S a n  F r a n c is c o , 
a n d  that h e  w o u ld  be  trea ted  som ew h a t 
less  g e n t ly  th an  th e g ir l.

H e  h ea rd  a  d o o r  op en . T h e  fo u r  
m e n  h ad  e v id e n tly  p assed  in to  a n oth er  
r o o m . T h e y  re tu rn ed  w ith  th e g ir l b e 
tw e e n  th em . S h e  w a lk e d  w ith  th e s t i f f 
n ess  o f  o n e  w h o  has b een  lo n g  b ou n d  
in  o n e  p o s it io n . F re sh n e ss  w a s  b ru sh ed  
fr o m  h er  b y  th e fe a r  an d  a n x ie ty  o f  
th e  last t w e n t y - fo u r  h o u r s ;  h er  fa ce  
w a s  d ra w n , a lm ost h a g g a rd . B u t she 
still h eld  h er h ea d  h ig h ; she seem ed  to  
b e a r  p r id e  a n d  b r a v e r y  w ith  h e r  lik e  a 
b a n n er . A n d  th e  lo o k  in  h er  eyes  and 
h er  lo w  c r y  as she saw  L in sd a le  w e re  
b o th  b e a u tifu l, th o u g h  p a in fu l an d  a g o 
n iz in g  to  R u sh .

“ C ly d e !”  S h e  started  to w a rd  h im . 
“ W h a t  h a v e  th ey  d o n e  to  y o u ?  A r e  
y o u  h u r t ? ”

R u s h , th o u g h  sh rin k in g  a  little , aga in  
im p r o v e d  h is  o p in io n  o f  L in sd a le . N o  
m a n  co u ld  b e  d esp ica b le  an d  h o ld  su ch  
a w o m a n ’ s lo v e .

M e n  in te rp o se d  co u r te o u s ly  b u t 
f ir m ly  b e tw een  th e tw o , an d  C ly d e  
L in sd a le  stra ig h ten ed  h im s e lf  w ith  an 
e ffo r t .

“ O h , F m  all r ig h t . B u t y o u , n o w , 
A l ic e --------

“ A l l  r ig h t , to o . B u t th is  friend  
t r ick e d  m e. T h is  fiend , I  m ea n .”  H e r  
e y e s  flam ed  as sh e  lo o k e d  at H a w k . 
“ H e  to ld  m e  y o u  w e r e  h e re  h urt— a 
b r o k e n  leg . T h e n  h e b o u n d  and g a g g e d  
m e ;  to ld  m e  h e  w a s  g o in g  to  take m e  
a w a y -------- ”

“ I  fo u n d  y o u  g o n e  fr o m  h o m e ,”  
b r o k e  in  L in sd a le , “ an d  w a s  a fr a id  th is  
h a d  h a p p en ed . S o  I  ca m e-------- ”

“ M a y  I  co m p lim e n t y o u , m iss , u p o n  
y o u r  a c t in g ? ”  in te rru p te d  H a w k . “ A n d

y o u , to o , s ir ,”  h e  a d d ed , w ith  a n o d  at 
L in sd a le .

“ T h e n  y o u  d e n y  th at y o u ’v e  been  
ly in g  all th rou g h . T h a t  y o u  g o t  m e to
steal th ose  p a p ers , an d -------- ”

S h e  stop p ed  w ith  h e r  firs t  s ig n  o f  
c o n fu s io n , w h ich  R u s h  easily  u n d e r 
s to o d . S h e  h ad  su d d e n ly  re a lize d  that 
she co u ld n ’t e x p la in  h o w  H a w k  had 
tr ick e d  h e r  w ith o u t re v e a lin g  C ly d e  
L in sd a le  as a s p y  a ga in st H a w k  and 
th e  G o ld e n  C irc le . H a w k  in sta n tly  
tu rn ed  h e r  h es ita tion  to  h is  o w n  a d v a n 
tage.

“ Y o u  are  c le a r ly  u n u sed  to  ly in g , 
m iss. I t ’s u n fo r tu n a te  that y o u  d o n ’t
see  h o w  useless-------- ”

“ Y o u !  Y o u  ta lk  o f  l y in g !”  th e g ir l
cr ied . “ A f t e r  y o u  h ave---------”

B u t an  e ld e r ly  m an  w ith  a w h ite  g o a 
tee an d  n o t u n k in d ly  ey es  in terp osed .

“ A l lo w  m e, m iss . M y  n am e is 
G ra v es . A r e  y o u  w illin g  to  sw e a r  that 
th is m an  isn ’ t a g o v e rn m e n t  sp y , an d  
that y o u ’ re  n o t a ssoc ia ted  w ith  h im ? ”  

T h e  g ir l c o u ld  n o t  sw e a r  that, o f  
c o u rse . A n g e r  at h e r  o w n  h elp lessn ess  
e n v e n o m e d  h e r  ton g u e .

“ I ’m  w ill in g  t o  take oa th  th at th is 
m o n ste r  tr ick e d  m e , a n d  th at h e p lans

B u t th ere  w a s  su ch  a  stir  a t th is , and  
so  m a n y  a n g r y  e x c la m a tio n s , that she 
stop p ed . H a w k , tu rn in g  to  th e  o th ers , 
ra ised  h is  h a n d  p la ca tin g ly .

“ M a y  I  su g g est, g en tlem en , that w e  
w a ste  n o  m o re  tim e  u p o n  th is m atter, 
and  that w e  sh o w  fo rb e a ra n ce . T h e  
fa c t  that o n e  o f  th ese  sp ies  is a  w o m a n  
w ill-------- ”

“ N e e d n ’ t m a tter ,”  in terru p ted  th e  
g ir l. “ W h a te v e r  p u n ish m en t h e  takes, I  
w a n t to  sh a re .”

“ T h e n  y o u  w ill b e  th e  h a p p ie r ,”  
H a w k  tu rn ed  t o  h er , “ at th e  su g g e stio n  
I  w a s  a b ou t to  m ak e. I t  is that y o u  
b o th  b e  im p r iso n e d  u n til su ch  in fo r m a 
tio n  as y o u  m a y  h a v e  ob ta in ed  ca n  d o  
us n o  h a rm . T h e  m o s t  m e r c i fu l p o s 
s ib le  co u r s e , I  su g g est, g e n tle m e n .”
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H e  g la n ced  a ro u n d  f o r  a p p ro v a l, 
w h ich  w a s  in sta n tly  g iv e n  h im .

“ A n d  o f  c o u r s e ,”  h e co n tin u e d , “ th ey  
m u st b e  g iv e n  rea son a b le  c o m fo r t ,  an d  
at th e  sam e tim e h e ld  se cu re ly , w ith  the 
least in co n v e n ie n ce  to  o u rse lv es . I  
w o u ld  su g g est o u r  sh ip , th e  F lyin g  
Spray, as the o n e  p la ce  c o m b in in g  th ese  
re q u ire m e n ts .”

“ T h e  F lyin g  Spray, y o u  d o g ! ”  b u rst 
o u t  L in sd a le . “ Y o u  in ten d -------- ”

H a w k  stru ck  him ' a cro ss  th e m ou th . 
B e fo r e  L in sd a le  c o u ld  sp eak  a ga in , a 
g a g  w a s  fo r c e d  b etw een  h is  teeth . T h e  
g ir l  a ttem p ted  to  in te r fe r e , b u t w as 
th ru st b a ck . O n  th e p o in t  o f  le a p in g  
th ro u g h  th e  w in d o w , R u s h  ch e ck e d  
h im s e lf . D e a d , h e  co u ld  tell n o  tales, 
a n d  H a w k  w as fa c in g  the w in d o w . 
H a w k  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  sh o o t  as su d 
d e n ly  as h e stru ck .

B u t n o w  H a w k  h a lf  tu rn ed  to w a rd  
th e  g ir l , an d  sp o k e  as ca lm ly  as ev er .

“ I ’m  so rry , b u t th ere  is a lim it to  p a 
tien ce . Y o u r  fr ie n d  w ill b e  g a g g e d  u n 
til h e  is o n  th e sh ip . F o r  y o u r  c o m 
fo r t , h o w e v e r , I  w ill tell y o u  th e e x a c t  
s itu a tion , w h ich  y o u  w ill  h a v e  n o  ch a n ce  
to  revea l. T o -m o r r o w  n ig h t, th e B e a r  
R e p u b lic  w ill be  b o rn , a n d  th e  y o k e  
o f  th e  E a st  w ill b e  th r o w n  o f f .  T h e s e  
g en tlem en  an d  I  w ill b e  d ire c t in g  the 
a ct io n . T h e  F lyin g  S pra y  w ill c lea r  
f r o m  th e h a rb o r  in  th e  m o r n in g , b e a r 
in g  o u r  w a r  ch est a n d  certa in  su rp lu s  
a rm s to  a  p la ce  o f  a b so lu te  sa fe ty  
fa r th e r  sou th . Y o u  w ill sail o n  it, and 
w ill b e  p e r fe c t ly  sa fe . I t  w ill b e  m a n n ed  
b y  re lia b le  m en , a ll p e rso n a lly  se lected  
b y  m e .”

T h e  g ir l w a s  t o o  a n g r y  f o r  sp eech , 
p o s s ib ly  to o  a n g r y  f o r  fe a r . S h e  m e re ly  
g la red  at h im .

“ I ’ d  a lso  su g g e st ,”  H a w k  w e n t on , 
“ that th ey  b e  p la ced  o n  b o a rd  im m e 
d ia te ly , so  w e  m a y  b e g in  o u r  c o n fe r 
en ce . P r o b a b ly  so m e  o f  m y  m e n  are  
still en g a g e d  in  m o v in g  th e chests. 
W it h  y o u r  a g reem en t, I  w ill se lect y o u , 
a n d  y o u ” — p ick in g  o u t  t w o  o f  th e

y o u n g e r  m en — “ w h o , w ith  m y s e l f , w ill 
p e rso n a lly  d e liv e r  th em  to  th e cap ta in  
o f  m y  h u n d re d .”

T h e r e  w a s  n o  o b je c t io n  to  that, an d  
th e y  all t r o o p e d  o u t o f  th e r o o m , lea v 
in g  R u s h  o u ts id e  th e w in d o w  w ith  h is  
p la n s o f  re scu e  all tu m b led  a b ou t h is 
head . S w i f t ly  h e  d r e w  S h e e h y  a w a y  
fr o m  th e w in d o w .

“ N o w , w h a t ’ ll w e  d o ? ”  h e  q u estion ed . 
“ S h eeh y , y o u  k n o w  w h a t I  m eant to  d o . 
B u t  H a w k ’ s g o t  ’ em  fo o le d . T h e y  
k n o w  w h a t ’ s g o in ’ on . H e ’ s ta lked  ’ em  
in to  m o v in ’ th e ir  m o n e y  a n ’ m u n ition s , 
a n ’ w h a t ’v e  w e  g o t  to  p r o v e  that th e y ’ ll 
n e v e r  see e ith er  a g a in ?  O r  that h e ’ s 
g o in ’ on  that sh ip ?

“ N o t h in ’ ,”  R u s h  sa id , a n sw e r in g  h is 
o w n  q u estion , as S h e e h y  scra tch ed  h is
head . “ N o th in ’ , u n less-------- ”

S u d d e n ly  h e sn a tch ed  f r o m  h is  b rea st 
p o ck e t  th e  cry sta l an d  p a p e r  h e h ad  
tak en  f r o m  D e e th . D r a w in g  S h e e h y  
d o w n , h e s tru ck  a  m a tch  in  th e  sh elter 
o f  th e ir  b o d ie s . E a g e r ly  h e  g la n ce d  at 
th e p a p er, w h ich  w a s  co v e r e d  w ith  the 
sam e w e ir d  h ie r o g ly p h ic s  as w e r e  o n  
th e  p a p ers  w h ic h  th e  g ir l h a d  ta k en  
f r o m  h er  r o o m . H e  s w o r e  u n d e r  h is  
b rea th  w ith  d isa p p o in tm en t.

“ A s  w e ll t r y  to  rea d  h en ’ s s cra tch in ’ s. 
S h eeh y , w h a t ’ ll w e  d o ? ”

“ F a ith , th e re ’s o n ly  w a n  th in g .”
“ W e  c o u ld  g o  b a ck  to  S a n  F r a n c is c o  

a n ’ tell w h a t w e  k n o w  to  th e  p r o p e r  
p e o p le . T h a t  w a y , w e ’d  h a v e  th e  is lan d  
ra id e d  a n ’ th e  F lyin ’ S pra y  se ized . T o 
m o r r o w , th a t ’ d  be . A n d  that w o u ld  b e  
t o o  la te .”

“ Y is , O i k n o w . ’T is  th e g ir l  O i ’m  
th in k in ’ av , m e s e lf . O i  ca n ’t h e lp  it .”  

“ M e , e ither. B u t— y o u ’re  w i ll in ’ ,
S h e e h y ?  W h a t  d ’ y e  s a y ? ”

“ W h y ,  O i sa y  that w h e r e  H a w k ’ s 
m in  w in t  in , th e g ir l  a n ’ th e  o th e rs ’ ll b e  
corn in ’ o u t. I t  sh o u ld n ’ t b e  h a rd  t o  
fo in d .”

“ H o w  a b o u t y o u r  b o a t, S h e e h y ?  D o  
y o u  th in k  y o u  ca n  find  th a t? ”

“ O i  w a n t b u t a  ch a n c e  to  ru n  f o r  it .”
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C H A P T E R  V I I I .

HARES AND HOUNDS.

C H E E H Y  an d  R u s h  c r e p t  to  th e  c o r 
n er  o f  th e  h ou se . T h e  f o g  had  l i f te d  

still m o r e , and  th ey  co u ld  see c le a r  p ast 
th e  sou th ern  en d  o f  it. T o  g e t a w a y  
w ith  th e ir  lo o t , D e e th ’ s m en  m u st pass 
th at w a y . F o r  p erh a p s  a  m in u te , th ey  
w a ited  th ere , w a tch in g , listen in g . R u s h  
w a s n ’ t su re , b u t it seem ed  th ere  w a s  a  
sou n d  o f  m o v e m e n t  a lo n g  the b ea ch  to  
th e  sou th . M a y b e  th e b ea rers  w e r e  all 
g o n e . H e  w o n d e r e d  i f  th e y  w o u ld  m iss 
D e e th — w o n d e r e d  i f  th e y  w o u ld  find  
h im , b o u n d  a n d  g a g g e d . I f  th ey  d id , 
th e re  w o u ld  b e  tro u b le , a sea rch  f o r  his 
assa ilan ts. T h e  su ccess  o f  th e  rescu e  
w o u ld  b e  ev en  m o r e  im p rob a b le .

T h e n  th ere  w a s  a  s tir  d ire c t ly  in  fr o n t  
o f  S h e e h y  a n d  R u s h . T w o  m en  rose , 
it seem ed , fr o m  th e so lid  earth . R e a lly , 
R u s h  d e c id e d , th e re  m u st b e  a tr a p d o o r  
th ere , o p e n in g  u p o n  a s ta irw a y  to  a 
ce lla r . B e tw e e n  th em , th e  m en  ca rr ied  
a sm all a n d  v e r y  h e a v y  p a ck in g  case. 
A f t e r  th em , tw o  m o re  a p p ea red , s im i
la r ly  b u rd en ed . T h e  f o u r  m a d e  to w a rd  
th e  b ea ch , v e e r in g  o f f  to  th e  sou th .

A f t e r  that, f o r  a m in u te  o r  tw o , n o th 
in g  h a p p en ed . R u s h  d e c id e d  h is  and 
S h e e h y ’ s p o s it io n  w o u ld  b e  im p ro v e d  
i f  th ey  w e r e  o n  th e o th e r  s id e  o f  the 
tra p d o o r , fa c in g  th e  w a y  th e y  w a n te d  to  
ru n . H e  tou ch ed  S h e e h y ’ s k n ee , and  the 
t w o  c re p t  s ilen tly  fo r w a r d  until th ey  
w e r e  p erh a p s  s ix  fe e t  to  th e  sea w ard  
s id e  o f  th e d o o r . T h e y  ha lted , tu rn ed , 
a n d  p o ise d  th em se lv es  f o r  a leap— ju s t  
in  tim e.

T h e  sta irs crea k ed  fa in t ly ; th ere  w a s  
th e  sou n d  o f  fe e t  o n  them . R u sh  
c r o u c h e d  lo w e r , w ith  e v e ry  m u scle  
ten sed  O n e  sh a d o w y  fig u re  ap p eared  
— a n oth er . N e ith e r  fig u re  w a s  as b u lk y  
a s  that o f  H a w k , b u t th e ir  w a istcoa ts  
sh o w e d  w h ite . T h e y  w e r e  th e  tw o  
w h o m  H a w k  h ad  c h o se n  to  h e lp  e s co rt  
th e  p r iso n e rs .

A  sk irted  fig u re  n e x t— th e  g i r l !

A f t e r  h er , a m a n  w ith  s o m e th in g  w h ite  
a b ou t h is  m o u th — y o u n g  L in sd a le , still 
g a g g e d . R u s h  w a s  p o stu re d  lik e  a 
sp r in ter  w a it in g  th e  sh ot. H e  lea p ed , 
an d  S h eeh y  w ith  h im .

T h a t  p a rt w a s  rea lly  n o th in g . E a ch  
to o k  h is  m an , an d  th e m en  w e n t d o w n , 
as th o u g h  hit b y  b a tte r in g -ra m s . T h e y  
la y  qu iet. R u s h  s lam m ed  th e  d o o r  shut 
an d  s to o d  u p o n  it.

H e  w h ir le d  u p o n  th e  g ir l  an d  L in s 
da le , w h o  co u ld  n o t  k n o w  w h e th e r  h e  
an d  S h eeh y  w e r e  fr ie n d s  o r  en em ies . 
T h e  g ir l had  cr ie d  o u t  fr ig h te n e d ly . 
T h e y  b o th  seem ed  a b ou t to  run .

W e ll ,  i f  th ey  w o u ld  o n ly  ru n  in  th e  
r ig h t d ir e c t io n !

“ Y o u  k n o w  m e— I ’m  R u s h ! ”  h e  cr ie d  
to  L in sd a le . T h e n  s w ift ly , to  p r o v e  h is  
fr ien d lin ess , h e p u lled  th e  g a g  fr o m  
L in sd a le ’ s m ou th . “ W e ’ re  g o n n a  save  
y o u . 'Y o u  fo l lo w  h im . R u n , S h e e h y !”

H e  p u sh ed  S h eeh y  a w a y , an d  S h e e h y  
sp rin ted  in to  the d a rk n ess . T h e n  th e 
o th ers  w e r e  g o n e , th e  g ir l first. H a w k  
w a s  b e llo w in g  b e lo w , a n d  th e  d o o r  w a s  
h e a v in g  u n d e r  R u sh . R u s h  leap ed  
fr o m  it, an d  d a rted  a f t e r  th e o th ers .

B eh in d  h im , h e h eard  th e d o o r  slam  
o p e n  an d  H a w k  lea p  ou t. H a w k ’s re 
v o lv e r , h e ld  lo w , c ra ck e d  v in d ic t iv e ly , 
an d  b u llets  san g  past R u s h ’s m id d le . 
G ra te fu l h e w a s  f o r  th e  sh e lte r in g  d a rk 
n ess, as h e p lu n g e d  in to  it. O t h e r  g u n s 
jo in e d  H a w k ’s in  th e fu s illa d e , b u t b y  
th en , R u sh  w a s  a t th e e d g e  o f  th e c le a r 
in g .

H e  p lu n g ed  in to  the u n d e rb ru sh , c lo se  
beh in d  L in sd a le . T h e  g ir l w a s  o n ly  a 
little  w a y  ahead . S h e e h y  seem ed  to  b e  
h o ld in g  h im s e lf  in  to  th e g ir l ’ s p a ce .

T h e  g ir l w as h a n d ica p p ed  b y  h e r  
sk irts , an d  p ro b a b ly  L in sd a le  w a s  still 
w ea k  f r o m  the p u n ish m en t h e  h a d  re 
ce iv e d  f r o m  H a w k . F r o m  th e n jom en t 
h e o b se rv e d  th eir  la ck  o f  sp eed , R u s h  
d esp a ired  o f  th e  o u tco m e . B u t h e 
p assed  L in sd a le  an d  tr ie d  to  h e lp  th e  
g ir l , h a lf  ca r r y in g  h er  som etim es .

“ T h a n k s !”  sh e  ga sp ed .
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B u t it  w a s  d esp era te  b u sin ess . A  
d o z e n  o r  m o r e  p u rsu ers  w e r e  cra sh in g  
th ro u g h  th e  b ru sh  b eh in d  a n d  s lo w ly  
g a in in g , w h ile  f r o m  all a lo n g  th e is lan d  
to  th e  so u th  ca m e cr ie s  an d  sou n d s  o f  
o th e r  ru n n in g  m en . D e e th ’ s lin e  o f  
tre a su re  b e a rers  h a d  ca u g h t th e a larm  
a n d  w e r e  co m in g . C le a r ly  th e fu g it iv e s  
w o u ld  n e v e r  rea ch  S h e e h y ’ s b o a t  b y  d i
r e c t  fligh t. R u s h  ra ck ed  h is  b ra in  f o r  a 
stu n t, a  tr ick , that w o u ld  g iv e  th em  a 
ch a n c e  to  e s c a p e ; b u t co u ld  th in k  o f  
n o th in g .

T h e y  m ig h t d r o p  a n d  h id e  in  th e  u n 
d e rb ru sh , an d  m a y b e  esca p e  d is c o v e r y  
f o r  a  tim e. B u t ce r ta in ly  n o t  f o r  lo n g . 
I t  w o u ld  b e  m e re ly  a  m a tter  o f  th eir  
p u rsu e rs  c ir c l in g  th e sp o t w h e r e  th ey  
s to p p e d  ru n n in g , a n d  b e a tin g  th e bru sh . 
In d e e d , p a rt o f  th e p u rsu ers  seem ed  a l
re a d y  e n g a g ed  in  a  c ir c l in g  m o v e m e n t 
t o  th e le f t .  B y  th e  w a y  th ey  g a in ed  
g r o u n d , R u s h  c o n c lu d e d  th at th e y  m u st 
h a v e  fo u n d  a  ro u te  fr e e  f r o m  u n d e r 
b ru sh .

S h e e h y  m a y  h a v e  d is c o v e r e d  th is 
m o v e m e n t ; a n y w a y , h e  su d d e n ly  
s w e r v e d  to  th e r ig h t. H e  ca m e  ou t a l
m o s t  im m ed ia te ly  u p o n  a  s tre tch  o f  b a r
re n  g r o u n d , s u r fa c e d  w ith  sh a le  an d  
ro c k s , a n d  d o tte d  w ith  b o u ld e rs  h ig h e r  
th an  a  m an .

T h e y  m a d e  b e tte r  sp eed  n o w , b u t in  
tu rn  th e  p u rsu it  ca m e  to  th e o p e n  sp a ce , 
a n d  re v o lv e r  fire  b eg a n  a ga in , h e a v ily  
in crea sed  in  v o lu m e . B u lle ts  sp a ttered  
th e  ro ck s  ah ead  o f  th em . T h e  g ir l 
stu m b led  a n d  a lm o st  fe ll. R u s h  ca u g h t 
h e r  u p  w ith  a  m in g le d  c u rs e  an d  m oa n , 
b u t fo u n d  sh e  h ad  m e re ly  tr ip p e d  o n  a 
ro ck . R u s h ’ s m o m e n ta ry  te r r o r  f o r  h er 
ch illed  h im , h o w e v e r . W h a t  h e h ad  
th o u g h t had  h a p p en ed  w o u ld  s o o n  rea lly  
h ap p en — sh e c o u ld  n o t  e sca p e  lo n g . 
N o n e  o f  th em  co u ld .

B u t  w h a t  c o u ld  th e y  d o  ? S u rre n d e r  ? 
P e rh a p s . T h e  G o ld e n  C ir c le  m ight b e 
lie v e  h is  s to r y  a g a in st C a p ta in  H a w k . 
T h e y  m ig h t cre d it  it su ffic ien tly  to  cau se  
th em  to  in v estig a te , a n y w a y . O n ly  it

w o u ld  be to ld  b y  a  m a n  h im se lf d is c r e d 
ited  b y  h is o w n  su p p o se d  acts a ga in st 
th e  G o ld e n  C ir c le . A n d  w ith  th e re v o lt  
p la n n ed  f o r  t o -m o r r o w  n ig h t, th e y  
w o u ld  w a s te  little  t im e  o r  th o u g h t on  
th e m a tter . S o  R u s h  d eb a ted  as h e  r a n ; 
a n d  th en  saw  that th e y  c o u ld  n o t  ru n  
m u ch  fa rth er .

A h e a d  o f  th e m  a d a rk  b u lk  lo o m e d —  
a  m ass o f  r o ck , a  c l i f f ,  e x te n d in g  to  th e  
r ig h t  an d  le f t  as fa r  as h e c o u ld  see.

“ S h e e h y , w e  ca n ’ t-------- ”  h e b eg a n .
T h e n  a real d isa ster  h a p p en ed . 

S h eeh y , ru n n in g  a  little  to  th e  r ig h t  and  
ah ead  o f  th e  o th e rs , cu rse d  lo u d ly  an d  
w e n t d o w n  in  a  heap . H e  ca m e  u p  in 
stan tly , a ttem p ted  to  ru n , th en  w e n t  
d o w n  again .

“ M a k e  f o r  th at w a ll an d  g e t  dow n,”  
sn a p p ed  R u s h  to  the g ir l , p o in t in g  to  
th e  o b s tru c t io n  in  fr o n t . T h e n  h e  ra n  
to  S h eeh y , w h o  h a d  d ra g g e d  h im s e lf  b e 
h in d  a  k n e e -h ig h  ro ck .

“ W h e r e ’d  th e y  g e t  y o u ? ”
“ M e  k n ee . B u t h e r e ’ s a  b it  a v  sh e l

ter, an ’  it’ s all O i  ask . G o  o n  w it ’ th e  
la d y , a n ’ O i ’U h o ld  ’ em  b a ck .”

“ N o  use— th e y ’ re  c ir c l in ’  u s— s o o n  b e  
a h ead . Y o u ’ll h e lp  m o r e  w ith  us. W e ’ ll 
p u t o u r  back s to  th at w a ll. C o m e , let 
m e  h e lp  y o u .”

H e  h e lp ed  S h e e h y  u p , an d  th e  tw o  
m en  ran  s tu m b lin g ly , a s in  a th re e - 
le g g e d  ra ce , to w a rd  th e  w a ll o f  r o c k  
f i f t y  y a rd s  ah ead  o f  th em . T h e ir  n ea r
est p u rsu ers  w e r e  n o t  tw ic e  as fa r  b e 
h in d , b u t d a rk n ess  a n d  th e in te rv e n in g  
b o u ld e rs  m a d e  a ccu ra te  fir in g  im p o s 
sib le. T h e y  rea ch ed  th e  base  o f  the 
r o c k , w h e re  L in s d a le  a n d  th e g ir l  w e r e  
a lre a d y  ly in g  s id e  b y  side.

“ C ly d e , d ea r-------- ”  th e  g ir l  w a s  sa y 
in g . A n d  so m e th in g  e lse  fo l lo w e d  
w h ich  R u s h  d id  n o t  g e t . H e  sa w  h e r  
to u c h  L in s d a le ’ s h a n d  ca re ss in g ly .

A  p e cu lia r  lon e lin ess  ca m e  to  R u s h  
a t th is sign  o f  a n  a ffe c t io n  w h ic h  w o u ld  
e n d u re  to  th e  v e r y  ga tes  o f  d eath . H e  
w o u ld  n e v e r  k n o w  a n y th in g  lik e  that. 
B u t  th e  n e x t  in stan t, as h e  flu n g  h im 
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s e lf  b es id e  th e g ir l , h e  f o r g o t  e v e ry th in g  
b u t t ry in g  to  sch em e  a w a y  o u t  o f  the 
a p p a re n tly  h op e less  s ituation .

T h e  w a ll o f  r o c k  w a s  at least tw en ty  
fe e t  h ig h , a n d  so  n e a r ly  v ertica l that 
th e y  c o u ld  n o t  c lim b  it u n d e r  fire , even  
i f  S h e e h y  had  b een  u n in ju re d . I f  th ey  
h ad  tim e, b re a s tw o rk s  m ig h t b e  c o n 
tr iv ed  fr o m  the lo o s e  ro ck s  sca ttered  
a rou n d , b u t sh ots w e r e  a lre a d y  p e lt in g  
th e  g r o u n d  in f r o n t  o f  th em  o r  c a rry in g  
o v e r  th e ir  h ea d s. T h e y  d a re  n o t e x p o s e  
th em se lv es  b y  se a rch in g  in  th e d a rk n ess  
f o r  th e  ro ck s . H o w e v e r , it seem ed  to  
R u s h  that the fire  f r o m  in fr o n t  w as 
s in g u la r ly  in e ffe c t iv e , c o n s id e r in g  the 
v o lu m e .

T h e  attack ers  w e r e  a d v a n c in g  s lo w ly , 
w ith  little  s cu r r y in g  m o v e m e n ts— ru sh es 
f r o m  b o u ld e r  to  b o u ld e r . T h e y  w e re  so 
n e a r ly  in v is ib le , a n d  k e p t th em se lves  so  
w e ll u n d er  o v e r , that R u s h  an d  S h eeh y  
h e ld  th e ir  fire . L in sd a le  w a s  o f  co u rse  
u n a r m e d ; h e  h ad  g o t  th e  g ir l b eh in d  
h im , an d  w a s  sh e lte r in g  h e r  w ith  h is 
b o d y . “ I  ca n ’ t fo r g iv e  m y s e lf— b r in g 
in g  y o u  in to  th is ,”  R u s h  h ea rd  h im  say.

A n d  R u s h  th r illed  at th e b r a v e r y  o f  
th e  g ir l ’ s to n e , in  w h ich  w h im sica l h u 
m o r  fo u g h t  w ith  te rro r .

“ Y o u ’ re  h e re  b eca u se  o f  m e, to o — the 
fa m o u s  L in sd a le  d e v o tio n . B u t w e  
m u stn ’ t fo r g e t  M r . R u s h  and  h is fr ie n d , 
w h o  h a v e n ’ t o u r  e x c u s e  f o r  fo o l is h 
n e ss .”

E x c u s e !  A s  th o u g h  o n e  w e r e  
n e e d e d ! B u t R u s h , f o r  th e  first tim e, 
ly in g  th ere  in  th e  sh a d o w  o f  death , 
th o u g h t th at i f  it w e r e n ’t f o r  L in sd a le , 
a n d  i f  th in g s  h a d  g o n e  d iffe re n tly , h e 
m ig h t  so m e  tim e  h a v e  to ld  h er  o f  the 
g rea test o f  all reason s f o r  a n y  c o n c e iv 
a b le  sa cr ifice . N o t  that h e  co u ld  e v e r  
h a v e  h o p e d --------

B u t w h y  w a s  th e  fire  o f  the a ttackers 
s o  v e r y  in e ffe c t iv e ?  T r u e , R u s h  and  
h is  fr ie n d s  w e r e  v e r y  p o o r  ta rgets , ly in g  
th ere  p ro n e  a n d  a lm o s t  in d is t in g u ish 
a b le  in  th e  d a rk n ess  f r o m  th e ro ck s  b e 
low th em  and b eh in d . B u t  now only a

fe w  o f  th e  bu llets  ca m e  ev en  d a n g e r 
o u s ly  c lose , and  th ese  w e r e  fire d  b y  a 
g r o u p  o f  th ree  o r  fo u r  f r o m  b e h in d  a 
s in g le  b o u ld e r . I t  seem ed  that th e en 
e m y  w a s  d e lib e ra te ly  sp a r in g  them . 
R u s h  w as d e b a tin g  the rea son , w h en  
su d d en ly  th e  fire  cea sed  a ltog e th er , a n d  
a  v o ic e  ca lled  o v e r  to  th e m :

“ D o  y o u  s u r r e n d e r ? ”
“ D iv il a b it a v  u t ! ”  c r ie d  S h eeh y . 
“ W e ’re th in k in g  o f  the w o m a n . Y o u  

c a n ’t e sca p e .”
R u s h  th o u g h t th ey  w o u ld  h a v e  to  

su rren d er , bu t h e d e c id e d  to  get in  a 
w o r d  o f  h is  s to ry  a b ou t H a w k  first.

“ Y o u  o u g h t  to  th in k  o f  th e  w o m a n ,”  
h e said . “ I f  it w a s n ’t f o r  h er , tw o  o f  
us w o u ld  b e  on  o u r  w a y  to  th e P r e s id io  
b y  n o w , a n ’ y o u r  B e a r  R e p u b lic  sch em e  
w o u ld  b e  shot. B u t k n o w in ’ w h a t w e
d o  a b ou t C a p ta in  H a w k -------- ”

C rash! A  r e v o lv e r  sp at fire  fr o m  b e 
h in d  that p a rticu la r  b o u ld e r  w h ich  
seem ed  to  h id e  th e o n ly  v e n o m o u s  en e 
m ies . A  bu lle t k ick ed  p a rtic les  o f  r o c k  
in to  R u s h ’ s fa ce .

“ K n o w in ’ w h at w e  d o  a b ou t C a p 
ta in  H a w k ,”  rep ea ted  R u sh , “ w h o ’s s o  
a fr a id  o f  w h at I ’ v e  g o t  to  tell a b ou t
h im  that h e ’s ju s t  b ro k e n  tru ce -------- ”

“ Y o u ’ re  m ista k en ,”  b ro k e  in  th e o th er  
cr isp ly . “ C a p ta in  H a w k  is ou r  lead er 
a n d  a  g en tlem a n . H e  is s ta n d in g  h ere  
b es id e  m e .”

“ T h e n  it w a s  D e e th  w h o -------- ”  bega n
R u sh , bu t ch e ck e d  h im s e lf . O f  co u rse , 
it m ig h t h a v e  b een  a n y  o f  H a w k ’s m en  
w h o  had  tr ied  to  s ilen ce  h im .

“ A n y w a y ,”  h e w e n t o n  la m ely , 
“ H a w k  is a s co u n d re l an d  a tra itor , w h o  
has--------•”

“ T r a i t o r ! ”  T h e  o th e r  m is to o k  h is 
m ea n in g . “ W e  h o ld  ou rse lv es  p a triots . 
C a lifo r n ia  m u st be fre e . B u t en o u g h  
o f  th is. W e  ca ll o n  y o u  to  su rre n d e r .”

“ A n ’ w e  re fu s e , u n less-------- ”
I t  w as in  R u s h ’ s m in d  to  ba rg a in  

that th e g ir l be k ep t o n  th e  islan d  in  
c u s to d y  o f  th e  B e a r  S ta ters. I f  th ey  
m a d e  th e  p ro m ise , th ey  w o u ld  k e e p  i t ;
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n o r  w o u ld  R u s h  p ro b a b ly  b e  m a d  
e n o u g h  to  r isk  an  a b so lu te  ru p tu re  w ith  
th em  o v e r  th e g ir l.

B u t th e p ro p o s a l an d  th e p a r ley  w e re  
b o th  cu t  sh o rt  b y  an  a ctio n  f o r  w h ich , 
a s  w a s  in sta n tly  p la in  to  R u s h , th e  o th er 
s id e  h a d  b een  d e lib era te ly  h o ld in g  u p  
th e  a ttack . R u s h  fo u n d  h im s e lf  sp r in g 
in g  u p  in s tin ctiv e ly  t o  m eet th e  d o z e n  
o r  m o r e  m e n  w h o  w e r e  le a p in g  d o w n  
fr o m  the to p  o f  the r o c k  b eh in d  them .

O n e  o f  th em  la n d ed  o n  h is  sh ou ld ers  
a n d  ca rr ie d  h im  o v e r . H is  r e v o lv e r  w a s  
w re n ch e d  a w a y , b u t s o m e h o w  h e m a n 
a g e d  to  sq u irm  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  th e  h eap  
a n d  k e e p  o n  fig h tin g . T h a t  w a s  f o o l 
ish , f o r  th e  c r ip p le d  S h e e h y  h ad  b een  
ea s ily  o v e r c o m e , y o u n g  L in sd a le  w a s  
d o n e , a n d  a  s c o r e  o f  m en  h ead ed  b y  
H a w k  w e r e  ru n n in g  in  fr o m  in  fro n t . 
B u t  R u s h , in fu r ia te d  b y  th e  m a n h a n 
d lin g  an d  th e  ease  w ith  w h ic h  h e  had 
b een  tr ick e d , lo s t  h is  h ead  f o r  th e m o 
m e n t ; a n d  h e  w rith e d , tw isted , s tru ck  
o u t , an d  k e p t h a lf  a  d o z e n  m e n  b u sy , 
until th ro u g h  th e  ta n g le  a ro u n d  h im , h e 
ca u g h t s ig h t o f  th e  g ir l s ta n d in g  n ear, 
h e ld  b y  tw o  m en .

T h e  s ig h t s tea d ied  h im . I f  h e  stayed  
a liv e , h e  m ig h t d o  so m e th in g  y e t. H e  
g r ip p e d  h im s e lf  w ith  an  e ffo r t , a n d  let 
h is  h an d s d ro p .

T h e n  h e  w ish e d  h e  h a d  g o n e  o n  fig h t
in g , f o r  H a w k  w a s  r ig h t  in f r o n t  o f  
h im , w a it in g  h is  ch a n ce  to  p u t th e 
q u ie tu s  o n  R u s h  fo r e v e r . H e  c o u ld  n o t 
sh o o t  R u s h , b eca u se  th e  B e a r  S ta ters 
h ad  e v id e n tly  a g re e d  that th e fu g it iv e s  
w o u ld , i f  p o ss ib le , b e  taken  a live . B u t  
in  th e s tru g g le  h e c o u ld  g e t  in  a b lo w .

H is  e n o r m o u s  b o d y  b lo ck e d  o u t  
e v e ry th in g  e lse  fr o m  R u s h ’ s v ie w . H is  
fist w a s  c o m in g  d o w n , p ro b a b ly  c lu tch 
in g  a  ro ck . R u sh , e n c irc le d , saw  in 
stan tly  th at h e  c o u ld  n o t  d o d g e . H e  re 
la x e d , d ro p p e d  like a d ea d  m an , b e lo w  
H a w k ’ s d e sce n d in g  fist.

“ T r a ito r , e h ? ’ ’ ra sp ed  H a w k . “ Y o u ’ll 
n e v e r-------- ”

R u s h  m issed  th e  rest o f  that. T h e

b lo w  rea ch ed  h im , th o u g h  w ith  le ssen ed  
fo r c e . H a w k ’ s fina l w o r d s  w e r e  lo s t 
in  a  w o r ld  o f  sh o c k  a n d  p a in  a n d  le a p 
in g  c r im s o n  lig h ts , th ro u g h  w h ic h  th e 
tr iu m p h a n t, m o n s tro u s  fa c e  o f  h is  as
sa ilan t g ib b e r e d  a n d  je e r e d  at h im . 
N o t h in g  e lse  w a s  in  th e  p ic tu re  at all, 
an d  b y  that R u sh , sn a tch in g  at th e  v e r y  
fr in g e  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss , k n e w  it  f o r  an 
h a llu c in a tion , b o r n  o f  d e fe a t , d esp a ir , 
a n d  th e  sh o c k  o f  th e  b lo w .

A  d r e a d fu l fa n ta sy  it  w a s , n o th in g  
else , f o r  R u s h ’ s eyes  w e r e  rea lly  c lo se d . 
B u t R u s h  th en  le a rn e d  th e  tru th  that 
fa n ta s ies  a re  som etim es  m o r e  in fo r m 
in g  th an  so b e r  v is io n . F o r  in  that m o 
m en t w h ile  e v e ry th in g  in  th is  w o r ld  
w a s  b lo tted  ou t b u t H a w k ’ s fa c e , th e re  
ca m e to  h im  su re  k n o w le d g e  a b ou t 
H a w k  f o r  w h ic h  h e ’ d  g r o p e d  o ft e n  b e 
fo r e .

T h a t  fa c e  h ad  a M o n g o lia n  tw ist. 
C a p ta in  H a w k ’ s p r o u d  ta lk  o f  h is  fa m 
ily  tree  w a s  a cco u n te d  f o r .  I t  w a s  to  
v e il f r o m  o th ers  an d  p erh a p s  f r o m  h im 
s e lf  a fa c t  th at w o u ld  o th e rw is e  h a v e  
b een  fa ta l to  h is  lea d ersh ip , f o r — Cap
tain H a w k  w as a Chinaman!

N o t  m o r e  that e ig h th  b lo o d , m a y b e  
less— that d id n ’ t m atter. N o r  w a s  th e  
fa c t  n o w  s o  im p orta n t, save  th a t fr o m  
it  th e  tra il le d  s tra ig h t to  th e  so lu tio n  
o f  a n o th er  m y ste ry .

W h e n , w ith  s tre n g th  f lo w in g  b a ck  to  
h im , h e  p re te n d e d  co n tin u e d  u n c o n 
sc iou sn ess , an d  p erm itted  h im s e lf  to  b e  
c a rr ie d  b a ck  to  th e h ou se , h e fo r m e d  
a h o p e fu l p lan .

H e  w o n d e r e d  i f  th ere  w a s  a C h in ese  
serv a n t in  H a w k ’ s h ou se . T h e r e  w o u ld  
b e . T h e r e  w e r e  n o  serv a n ts  in  C a li
fo r n ia  b u t C h in a m en . A n d  C h in a m en  
co u ld  rea d  C h in ese .

C H A P T E R  I X .
CRYSTAL CLEAR.

W H E N  th e y  g o t  to  th e h ou se , R u s h ’ s 
eyes  w e r e  still c lo se d , h is  b o d y  

l im p ; h e seem ed  h a rd ly  to  b rea th e . T h e  
B e a r  S ta ters  s tre tch ed  h im  o n  a  co u ch .
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B y  th e ir  talk , th ey  re co g n iz e d  h im  as 
th e  m an  f o r  w h o m  th e w h o le  C irc le  w a s  
seek in g , bu t h e seem ed  h a rm less  en o u g h  
n o w . S h e e h y  an d  L in sd a le  th ey  p la ced  
in  ch a irs , ty in g  th eir  a rm s b eh in d  th em , 
an d  se cu r in g  L in sd a le 's  fe e t , as w e ll. 
A l ic e  rem a in ed  u n b o u n d , b u t H a w k  a p 
p o in te d  th ree  g u a rd s  to  w a tch  h e r  and  
th e o th ers . T h e n  h e  sen t th o se  o f  
D e e th ’ s m en  w h o  h ad  re tu rn ed  to  the 
h o u s e  a w a y  to  fin ish  lo a d in g  the p re 
c io u s  c a r g o  o n  th e F lyin g  Spray.

R u s h  h ea rd  all th is h a p p en in g . T h e n  
h e  h eard  H a w k  sp ea k in g , as th o u g h  
fr o m  the o th e r  en d  o f  the r o o m .

“ A n  u n fo r tu n a te  in c id en t, b u t w e  
m a y  co n g ra tu la te  o u rs e lv e s  that th ere  
is  fr a te r n ity  e v e n  a m o n g  sp ies . I f  the 
last tw o  h a d n ’t  tr ied  to  re scu e  th eir  c o m 
p a n ion s--------  B u t e n o u g h  o f  that. I
w o u ld  su g g e st  that o u r  o r ig in a l p r o g r a m  
stan d , th at a ll f o u r  o f  th em  b e  co n fin e d  
o n  th e F lyin g  Spray. F ir s t , o f  co u rse , 
w e  m u st sea rch  th e m an  w h o  sto le  o u r  
p a p ers  an d  k illed  o u r  a gen t. A f t e r 
w a rd , w e  ca n  d e c id e  o n  h is  fa te .”

A s  H a w k  ta lk ed , R u s h  s lo w ly  o p en ed  
h is  eyes . A s  w e ll as h e  co u ld  w ith o u t 
m o v in g , h e n o te d  e v e ry th in g . E v i 
d e n tly  th ey  w e r e  in  th e  a ssem b ly  ro o m  
o f  th e G o ld e n  C ir c le . H a w k  w a s  stan d
in g  o n  a  lo w  p la t fo r m  at its fa r th e r  end. 
T h e  o th ers , e x c e p t  f o r  th e  g u a rd s , w e r e  
fa c in g  h im — so m e  sta n d in g , som e  
sea ted . S h e e h y , L in sd a le  an d  A l ic e  
w e r e  n e a r  the f o o t  o f  R u s h ’ s co u ch .

“ T h e r e ’ s h a r d ly  n eed  to  p u t th e  q u es
t io n ,”  som e  o n e  rep lied  to  H a w k . “ I 
th in k  w e ’ re  a ll a g re e d -------- ”

“ B u t— n ot— in fo r m e d .”
I t  w a s  a  sep u lch ra l in terru p tion . 

R u s h ’ s v o ic e  w a s  h oa rse  as a ra v e n ’s. 
T h e  pau ses  b e tw e e n  th e  w o r d s  sp o k e  o f  
te r r ib le  w ea k n ess . A f t e r  h e  h ad  fin 
ish ed , th e re  w a s  a n  in stan t o f  sh ock ed  
s ile n ce , as th o u g h  a  d ead  m a n  h ad  
sp o k e n . T h e n  m en  stirred  a n d  lo o k e d  
a ro u n d . R u s h  h a d  n o t  s tir re d  a m u scle . 
H e  la y  th ere  w ith  ey es  still c lo s e d , ja w  
sa g g in g , h a rd ly  se e m in g  to  breath .

“ N o t— in fo r m e d ,”  h e rep eated , w ith  
a n o th e r  w e a k  s ig h  a n d  s lu m p  o f  the 
ch est at th e en d .

T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  seated  ca m e  to  th e ir  
fe e t . In  a so rt o f  in v o lu n ta ry  fa s c in a 
tion , th ey  d r e w  n ea rer  t o  h im . H a w k  
w a s  s ilen t, s ta r in g  at h im  w ith  the 
o th ers . T h e n  ca m e  a  th in g  e v e n  m o r e  
su g g e stiv e  o f  l i f e  in  d ea th  th an  his 
sep u lch ra l w o r d s . J e rk ily , w ith  little  
starts a n d  ir re g u la r  pau ses, R u s h ’ s e x 
ten d ed  r ig h t  h a n d  b eg a n  to  m o v e  u p 
w a rd , to w a rd  h is  ch est. T h e r e  w a s  n o  
sou n d , sa v e  a lo w  c r y  o f  p ity  fr o m  
A lic e , w h o  ran  to  th e  h ea d  o f  h is  c o u c h  
a n d  k n e lt  th ere.

R u s h ’ s h a n d , w ith  its fe e b le , p a ls ied  
m ov em en ts , fin a lly  re a ch e d  th e  in n er 
p o ck e t  o f  h is coa t. A t  th e  sa m e m o 
m en t, H a w k  ca m e d o w n  fr o m  th e  p lat
fo r m  w ith  an  u n u su a l h u r r y  in  h is 
m ov em en ts . B u t b e fo r e  h e  co u ld  reach  
th e  g r o u p , R u sh , se e m in g ly  su m m o n 
in g  all h is s tren g th , r e m o v e d  h is  h a n d  
fr o m  h is p o ck e t  an d  th ru st  in to  the 
g ir l ’ s h and  the cry s ta l a n d  th e  p a p e r  
h e  h a d  taken  f r o m  D eeth .

“ P r o o f , ”  h e sa id  a  little  lo u d e r , “ that 
H a w k  is  a  tra ito r— to  h is o w n  s id e— to  
y o u .”

T h e n  h is  h and  d ro p p e d  n erv e less ly , 
as th ou g h  th e  e f fo r t  h ad  b een  to o  m u ch  
f o r  h im . H is  eyes  c lo se d . P e r p le x e d , 
a ston ish ed , a n g ry  ex c la m a tio n s  fo l lo w e d  
h is a ccu sa tion . R u s h  e x p e c te d  that. 
B u t h e had  h a rd ly  d a re d  to  h o p e  that 
A l ic e  w o u ld  g r a s p  th e s itu a tion  as 
c le a r ly  and  in sta n tly  as sh e  d id .

“ H e r e ’ s p r o o f ,  a n y w a y ,”  she cr ie d  
a lm ost tr iu m p h a n tly , “ that w h a t I ’ ve  
to ld  y o u  g en tlem en  is tru e . H e r e ’s w h at 
H a w k  m a d e  m e  steal to  save his l i f e —  
C ly d e ’s h ere , I  m ean . T h is  cry sta l, o r  
a n o th er  ju s t  lik e  it, a n d  p a p ers  w ith  
w r it in g  o n  th em , ju s t  lik e  th is .”

T h e n  ca m e H a w k ’ s d ig n ifie d  re m o n 
stra n ce  :

“ W h a t ’ s th is, g e n t le m e n ?  T h e  ras
ca ls  a re  c le v e re r  than  I  th ou g h t. B u t 
w h a t ’ s o n  th e  p a p e r ?  H e n ’ s s cra tch -
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m g s , e h ?  J u st a  t r ic k  f o r  g a in in g  tim e. 
M y  a d v ice -------- ”

B u t R u s h  b ro k e  in , w ith  n o th in g  o f  
h im  m o v in g  b u t h is  lip s , a n d  in  that 
v o ic e  so  h o llo w , so  h o a rse , s o  tom b lik e , 
that it co m p e lle d  ev en  H a w k  to  pause.

“ A  C h in a m a n . B r in g  a C h inam an . 
H e ’ ll read  th e  p a p e r .”

A  m o m e n t o f  a b so lu te  s ilen ce  f o l 
lo w e d . T h e n , w ith  a  n o te  o f  a p o lo g y , 
bu t so m e th in g  o f  g ra v ity , to o , a m an  
s a id :

“ L e t ’ s g e t  to  th e b o t to m  o f  th is . C a p 
ta in  H a w k , y o u  w a n t to  g e t  to  th e  b o t 
to m  o f  it, o f  co u rse . H o w  a b o u t that 
C h in e se  c o o k  o f  y o u r s ? ”

A n o t h e r  little  p a u s e ; th e n : “ S ir , a  
fu r th e r  w a s te  o f  tim e. B u t I ’ ll g o  get 
h im .”  H a w k ’ s v o ic e  h ad  lo s t  so m e 
th in g  o f  a ssu ra n ce .

“ M y  s in cere  a p o lo g ie s , C apta in  
H a w k . I  d id n ’ t m ean  that y o u  sh ou ld  
tr o u b le  y o u r s e lf .  L e t  so m e  o n e  else 
g o . B u t d o e s n ’t that c o r d  th ere  c o n 
n ect w ith  a  se rv a n t ’ s b e ll ? S u re ly . M r . 
D u k es , w ill y o u  o b lig e  m e  b y  p u llin g  
that c o r d ? ”  S u s p ic io n  w a s  b e g in n in g  
to  c r e e p  in to  th e sp ea k er ’ s v o ice .

M in u te s  p a ssed , d u r in g  w h ic h  R u s h  
la y  s ilen t an d  m o tio n le ss . N o w  an d  
th en , A l ic e  to u ch e d  h im  g e n tly . H e  
k n e w  sh e  w a s  c lo s e  to  t e a r s ; h e co u ld  
a ctu a lly  fe e l h e r  p ity  f o r  h im . H e  
w a n te d  to  w h is p e r  to  h er , to  g iv e  h e r  a 
re a ssu r in g  g la n ce , b u t h e  d a red  n ot. 
S o  m u ch  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  k e e p in g  th e  
o th e rs  su re  o f  h is  h e lp le ss n e ss ! B u t 
i f  h e  h a d  k n o w n  it, th e y  w e r e  to o  m u ch  
m y stified  an d  c o n ce rn e d  to  p a y  m u ch  
a tten tion  to  h im . W h a t  h e w a s  w a it
in g  f o r ,  th e y  w e r e  w a it in g  fo r ,  to o , an d  
ju s t  a s  a n x io u s ly — th e o p e n in g  o f  th e 
d o o r , th e  e n tra n ce  o f  th e  C h in a m a n .

A h !  H e r e  h e w a s— the m an  w h o , 
i f  R u s h  w e re  r ig h t, w o u ld  read  the r id 
d le  a n d  settle  m a n y  th in gs .

“ W o n g ,  co m e  h e re .”  I t  w a s  the v o ic e  
o f  the m a n  w h o  had  ask ed  that the 
C h in a m a n  b e  ca lled . R u s h  o p e n e d  h is 
e y e s  aga in .

T h e  sp eak er w a s  s ta n d in g  n ea r  
R u s h ’s c o u ch , th e  cry s ta l an d  th e  p a 
p e r  in h is  h and . H is  ey es  w e r e  f ix e d  
on  a  w r in k le d  o ld  C h in a m a n  sh u fflin g  
a cross  th e  ro o m . N o w  he ra ised  h is  
v o ic e  im p era tiv e ly . “ N o ! K e e p  lo o k 
in g  at m e . T h is  w a y .”  I t  w a s p la in  
th at h e in ten d ed  p re v e n tin g  a n y  s ign a l 
fr o m  C a p ta in  H a w k  to  h is  servan t.

“ S ta n d  here— s o !”  as th e  C h in a m a n  
ca m e  up . “ N o w , ca n  y o u  read  th is ?  
C a p ta in  H a w k  w a n ts  y o u  to  rea d  it .”

T h e  C h in a m a n ’ s b a ck  w a s  to  R u sh , 
b u t h e had  the p a p er . I t  ru stled  s lig h tly . 
T h e  C h in a m a n  sp o k e  sad ly .

“ M e , buliau! N o  sa v v y . N o  ca n  
d o .”

R u s h  p u t in , ev en  m o r e  w e a k ly :
“ T h e  c r y s t a l ! P u t  th e— cry sta l—  

o v e r  it .”
S o m e w h e r e  in  th e  r o o m , th ere  w as 

a  little  stir . “ P le a se  rem a in , C a p ta in  
H a w k ,”  s o m e  o n e  sa id  su a v e ly , and  
q u ie t fo l lo w e d . T h e n  ca m e  th e  C h in a 
m a n ’ s v o ic e , su rp r ise d , d e lig h ted .

“ N o w  m e s a v v y  l o t s ! O ld  C h in ese  
tr ick — h e -h e !”  h e  la u g h ed . “ I  tell h o w  
h im  w o r k . Y o u  w r ite  u m  letter in  
C h in ese . Y o u  p u t g la ss  d o w n  th is  w a y  
o v e r  letter. I t  m a k e  u m  C h in e se  letters  
all tw is ted , so  n o  can  read . Y o u  d ra w  
u m  so . Y o u  tu rn  g la ss  o th e r  s id e  u p , 
it  stla igh ten  u m  o u t a ga in . T w o  m en  
w ith  g la sses  b o th  a lik e, th ey  m a k e  u m  
le tters  n o  o n e  else ca n  read . Y o u  lik e  
m e  read  th is , e h ? ”

“ P le a se  d o .”  T h e  ch ill a n d  h a rd 
n ess o f  steel w a s  in  th e  sp ea k er ’ s v o ic e . 
A  tense a n d  d a n g e ro u s  s ilen ce  ca m e 
o v e r  th e r o o m , b ro k e n  o n ly  b y  th e 
C h in a m a n ’ s a m ia b le  d ro n in g .

“ T h is  letter, h e  say , C a p ta in  D e e th , 
all f ix  f o r  tak e  a w a y  g o ld  to -n ig h t . 
B lin g  h u n d le d  m en  to  en d  o f  is lan d  all 
sa m e w e  ta lk ee  b e f o ’ . H e  w ill  c o m e  
o n  sh ip  b e f o ’ sun  h e c o m e  u p  to -m o llo w . 
G o ld e n  C irc le , h e  p lan  stlik e  to -m o llo w  
n igh t. L e tte r , h e  s ig n e d  w ith  n am e lik e  
c lo w .”

T h e  C h in am an , ra is in g  h is ey es  f r o m



th e  letter, b lin k ed  at the e ffe c t  h e  h ad  
p ro d u ce d . E v e r y b o d y  w a s  s ta r in g  in  
a m a zem en t a n d  su sp ic io n  at C apta in  
H a w k . R u s h , fe e l in g  th at th e ir  u n d e r 
s ta n d in g  w a s n ’ t co m p le te , started  to  
sp eak , b u t w a s  in terru p ted  b y  S h e e h y ’s 
v o i c e :

“ N o w  O i  g u ess  y o u ’ ll b e g in  to  be lave  
u s , g in tle m in . R e a d  ‘H a w k ’ f o r  ‘ C r o w ,’ 
a n ’ p h w a t h a v e  y e ?  E n o u g h  to  c o n 
v in c e  y e  H a w k ’s a tra ito r , a v en  i f  y e  
w e r e  n u m sk u lls . A n ’ that y o u ’ re  n ot, 
O i  k n o w .”

“ B u t  D e e th — w h o ’ s D e e t h ? ”  q u es
t io n e d  so m e  o n e  d o u b tfu lly .

A  h a lf  d o z e n  e x c ite d - v o ice s  started  
to  a n s w e r  h im , b u t o n e  p rev a iled .

“ T h e  b ig g e s t  v illa in  in  S a n  F ra n c is co . 
A  m an  w h o ’ s b e e n  h u n g  o n c e  and  
sh o u ld  b e  a ga in . I f  C a p ta in  H a w k ’s in 
c o llu s io n  w ith  h im -------- ”

“ A s  h e  is .”  N o w  it w a s  L in sd a le  
sp ea k in g . “ I t  w a s  H a w k  a n d  D e e th  I  
w a s  in v e stig a tin g . T h e  g o v e rn m e n t 
d o e s n ’t w a n t tro u b le  w ith  y o u  g e n tle 
m e n . I  w a s  set to  try  to  b re a k  u p  y o u r  
m o v e m e n t  f r o m  w ith in . A n d  I  s o o n  
fe lt  su re  that th e  v e r y  m a n  w h o ’d  o r 
g a n iz e d  th e w h o le  th in g  w a s  p la n n in g  
to  b e tra y  y o u  w ith  D eeth .

“ S o  w h e n  I  g o t  a  ch a n ce  t o  steal som e  
le tte rs  f r o m  D e e th  to  H a w k , I  d id  it. 
I  c o u ld n ’t rea d  ’ em , o f  co u rse . Y o u  
ca n  all u n d ersta n d  w h y  H a w k  had  to  
u se  c ip h e r  in  c o m m u n ica t in g  w ith  a  
m a n  lik e  D e e th , a n d  w h y  h e  co u ld n ’ t 
ta k e  th e  c h a n c e  o f  b e in g  seen  ta lk in g  to  
h im . W e ll ,  H a w k  g o t  th e  letters  back . 
B u t  i f  y o u  c o u ld  find  th em , th ey ’d  sh ow  
y o u  u n m ista k a b ly  that H a w k ’ s q u ota  
o f  fig h t in g  m en , h is h u n d re d , w e r e  all 
r e cru ite d  b y  D e e th , an d  that th e  tw o  o f  
th em  en tered  in to  a  c o n s p ir a c y  t o  ro b  
y o u , an d -------- ”

“ B u t  y o u  ca n  fin d  t h e m !”  b ro k e  in  
A l ic e  e x c ite d ly . “ F o r  h e  has th em —  
C a p ta in  H a w k  has, I  m ean . H e  to o k  
th em  fr o m  m e  a ft e r  h e ’d  b o u n d  a n d  
g a g g e d  m e — th e p a p ers  I  sto le  f o r  h im , 
a n d  w o u ld n ’ t tu rn  o v e r  to  h im  till I  saw
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m y  b r o th e r  fr e e . S e a rch  h im , and  
y o u ’ll find  o u t .”

S h e  w as in terru p ted  b y  th e  so u n d  o f  
a  s tru g g le . T h r e e  o f  th e  m en  h ad  se ized  
C apta in  H a w k  as h e  m a d e  a  b rea k  fo r  
a  d o o r  in  th e  o th e r  en d  o f  th e  r o o m . 
H a w k  fo u g h t  h a rd , g o u g in g , k ick in g , 
s tr ik in g  te rr ific  b lo w s . H e  w o u ld  h ave  
g o t  a w a y  f r o m  th e  th ree , b u t  oth ers 
c r o w d e d  in  to  help .

I t  w a s th e  m o m e n t  f o r  w h ic h  R u sh  
had  w a ited , th e  ch a n ce  f o r  w h ich  h e 
h ad  p la y ed .

B u t h e  w a s  s lo w e r  in  ta k in g  a d v a n 
ta g e  o f  it than  h e  sh o u ld  h a v e  b een . 
E v e r y th in g  w a s  s o  n e a r ly  all r ig h t as 
it w a s ! H a w k  w a s  fin ish ed , a b so lu te ly . 
R u s h  w a s n ’ t p a r ticu la r ly  a fr a id  n o w  
th at th e G o ld e n  C ir c le  w o u ld  d o  m o re  
to  h im  th an  h o ld  h im  p r is o n e r . T h e  
g ir l  w o u ld  b e  s a fe  as p r is o n e r , to o , and  
S h e e h y  an d  h er  b r o th e r  w o u ld  b e  s a fe . 
L o r d !  the tre m e n d o u s  s ig n ifica n ce  o f  
th at w o r d , “ b ro th e r .”  M o r e  than  a n y 
th in g , th at d e la y ed  R u s h ’ s a c tion . H e  
s top p ed  to  f ig u re  o u t  w h y  o n  earth  
h e  h ad n ’ t lea rn ed  th e tru th  b e fo r e . B u t 
o f  co u rse , L in sd a le  w o u ld  r e fu s e  to  
id e n t ify  h is s is ter  to  a n  u n k n o w n  a d 
v en tu rer , w h o s e  to n e  w a s p ro b a b ly  to o  
fe r v e n t  in  sp ea k in g  o f  her. O f  co u rse , 
L in sd a le  w a s  still t r y in g  to  k eep  h e r  o u t  
o f  it a ll. T h a t  w as w h y  L in sd a le  h a d  
d eserted  h im  at th e p o s t  o ffice . A n d , o f  
co u rse , H a w k  had g o t  th e  cry s ta l fr o m  
th e  m ail— n o t L in sd a le .

L in sd a le  w a s  all r ig h t. E v e r y th in g  
w a s  all r igh t, e x ce p t--------

R u s h  d id n ’ t w a n t to  rem a in  a  p r iso n e r  
o f  th e C ir c le . H e  d id n ’t w a n t th e  g ir l 
a n d  th e o th e rs  to  rem a in  p r iso n e rs , 
e ith er. P a r ticu la r ly — a n d  h e  h a rd ly  
k n e w  w h y — h e d id n ’ t w a n t th e B e a r  
S ta te rs ’ p lo t  t o  b e  sp ru n g  to -m o r r o w  
n igh t, n o r  C a lifo r n ia  t o  b e  ba th ed  in  
c iv il w a r.

H is  jo b  w a s  t o  g e t  t o  S a n  F r a n c is c o  
to -n ig h t . T h a t  w a s  w h y  h e  h a d  fe ig n e d  
h e lp lessness. T h a t  w a s w h y  h e w a s 
ly in g  n o w  w ith  e v e r y  m u sc le  ten se , h ead
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a n d  sh o u ld e rs  l i f t e d  ju s t  a little , p a lm s 
flat o n  th e  c o u c h , p re ss in g  d o w n  a lit 
tle , re a d y  to  p ro p e l h im . H is  ey es  flick 
e re d  to  th e d o o r  o f  th e ro o m .

H e  leap ed  u p  an d  d a sh ed  f o r  it.
B u t  th e  w a y  w a s  ob stru cte d . T h e  

th re e  g u a rd s  rem a in ed  a t th e ir  p osts . 
O n e  o f  th em  ca u g h t at R u s h , b u t m issed  
h im ;  a n o th e r  fired  p o in t-b la n k , b u t h is  
a im  w a s  d e s tro y e d  b y  a  s w ift  sh o v e  
f r o m  S h e e h y ’ s u n in ju re d  leg . S o m e  o f  
th e m en  a r o u n d  H a w k  ran  to  in tercep t 
h im . R u sh  m et the fo r e m o s t  w ith  a 
fu ll-le n g th  le f t -a r m  th ru st, an d  w ith  
h is  r ig h t h a n d  to re  th e  d o o r  op en .

H e  w e n t  th ro u g h  th e d o o r  and  
s la m m ed  it shut b eh in d  h im .

D a r k n e s s ! H o w  h e th an k ed  H e a v e n  
f o r  th e  d a rk n ess  n o w ! R u n n in g —
w o u ld  h e  e v e r  d o  a n y th in g  e lse  b u t ru n  ? 
A lo n g  th e  s id e  o f  th e  h o u se , g u id in g  
h im s e lf  b y  th e  m u rm u r  an d  w a sh  o f  
w ater. M e n  w e r e  p o u r in g  o u t  o f  the 
d o o r . N o w  to  p u t th e  h o u s e  b e tw een , 
so  th e y  c o u ld n ’ t sh oo t. A r o u n d  the end  
o f  th e h ou se , to w a rd  th e  en d  o f  the 
is la n d — fa ster , n o w , fa s t e r !  P o u n d in g  
fo o ts te p s  a fte r  h im . A h , h e re  w a s  th e 
w a t e r !

In  it n o w , q u ie tly , q u ie tly . W a d in g , 
d iv in g , sw im m in g . I t  w a s  a  c h o p p y  
w a te r  n o w , b u t it  d r o w n e d  th e so b b in g  
o f  h is  lu n g s . A n d  th e  w in d  th a t k ick ed  
it u p , d r iv in g  d o w n  fr o m  th e  A la m e d a  
H ills , w o u ld  g u id e  h im . N o t  that h e ’d  
n e e d  m u ch  g u id a n ce .

H is  p u rsu ers  h a d  rea ch ed  th e  sh ore . 
H e  h ea rd  th em  d eb a tin g  w h a t to  d o . 
T h e r e  w a s  n o  b o a t  n ear. T h o s e  w h o  
co u ld  sw im  d id  n o t  ca re  f o r  a  s tru g g le  
in  th e w a te r  w ith  su ch  a  m a d m a n . A n y 
w a y , th e y  co u ld  n o t  fin d  h im . A n y w a y , 
h e  w o u ld  d r o w n .

F o r  it  w a s  p e r fe c t ly  p la in , th e y  
a g re e d , that in  th a t sea, an d  w ith  so  
m u ch  s tren g th  sp en t a lrea d y , n o  m an  
c o u ld  sw im  a cro ss  th e  m iles  th at lay  
b e tw een  Y e r b a  B u e n a  a n d  th e  m a in 
lan d .

R u s h  sm iled  w h e n  h e  h eard  th em  say

that. H e  h a d  n o  id ea  o f  t r y in g  to . 
K ic k in g  o f f  h is  b o o ts  an d  sw im m in g  
easily , h e  b e g a n  fo l lo w in g  a ro u n d  th e 
w e s te rn  sh o re  o f  th e  is lan d , to w a rd  th e  
b oa t th a t h e  a n d  S h e e h y  h ad  a b a n 
d o n e d .

A c r o s s  th e  S a u sa lito  S tra it  f r o m  S a n  
F r a n c is c o , th ere  is  a lo n e ly  m ou n ta in  
w ith  a  fin e  re w a rd  f o r  th o se  w h o  c lim b  
it. O n  the p eak  o f  T a m a lp a is , R u s h  
a n d  A l ic e  s to o d  o n e  d a y  a little  la ter. 
T o  th e  w e s t  la y  th e  lu r in g  P a c ific , s ilv er  
an d  b lu e  u n d e r  th e d e sce n d in g  s u n ; 
n o r th w a rd , o v e r  m a n y  g re e n  h ills an d  
v a lley s , th ey  c o u ld  see as fa r  as M o u n t  
S h a s ta ; a n d  a cro ss  n e stlin g  L a k e  L a -  
g u n ita s  a n d  th e  S a n  J o a q u in  an d  S a cra 
m e n to  R iv e r s  r o s e  w h ite  sh ap es  w h ich  
m ig h t b e  c lo u d s  an d  m ig h t b e  the d is 
tan t S ie rra s . F o r  a w h ile  th e y  rested , 
b rea th less  f r o m  th e ir  c l im b ; a n d  th en , 
as th e b ea u ty  o f  it g r e w  u p o n  h er, A l ic e  
m u rm u re d  s o f t ly :

“ O u r  S tate . I ’v e  a lw a y s  lo v e d  it. 
T o  th in k  w h a t y o u  saved  it f r o m !”

“ O h , ’ tw o u ld n ’ t h a v e  a m o u n te d  to  
m u ch . T h e  S ta te  w a s  all r igh t. T h e  
w a y  th e  w h o le  th in g  flick ered  o u t p r o v e d  
th at.”

“ W e l l ,  m a y b e . T h a t  w a s  fu n n y , 
w a s n ’ t i t ?  T a lk  a b ou t h u sh in g  th in g s  
u p ! N o t  a  w o r d  a b o u t it, a ft e r  y o u  p u t 
G en e ra l S u m n e r  o n  g u a rd . T h e  F ly 
ing S pray  se iz e d  f o r  con tra b a n d , an d  
th e  is lan d  ra id ed  f o r  h a rb o r  p ira tes , and  
D e e th  a n d  H a w k  a rrested  f o r  v a r io u s  
th in g s , b u t o f  course, n o t  f o r  tre a so n  
o r  reb e llion . A n d  n o n e  o f  th e  o th ers  
a rre s te d  at a l l ! ”

“ W e  d o n ’ t k n o w  f o r  su re  a b ou t th a t,”  
sa id  R u sh . “ P r o b a b ly  so m e  o f  th em  
w e r e  u p  o n  th e ca rp e t, all r ig h t. L ik e ly  
had  to  g iv e  th e ir  w o r d s  o f  h o n o r  to  q u it  
a n y  m o r e  c o n s p ir in ’ . A s  f o r  a rrests , i f  
W a s h in g to n  h ad  b een  lo o k in ’ f o r  a  
ch a n ce  to  m a k e  ’ em , th e re ’ d  h a v e  b een  
p le n ty  b e fo r e  all th is h a p p en ed . L ik e  
y o u r  b ro th e r  says, it ’ s b a d  p o lit ic s  t o  
m a k e  m a rty rs .”
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“ J u st th e  sam e, it w a s fu n n y ,”  in 
s isted  A lic e , “ f o r  a th in g  so  b ig  to  ju s t  
g o  flop , lik e  that. A n d  th ere  w e re  a lo t  
o f  o th e r  th in g s  th at w e re  q u eer , to o . 
F o r  in s ta n ce ,”  she la u g h ed  lig h tly , 
“ y o u r  ta lk in g  so  m u ch  th e  firs t  t im e  w e  
m et a b o u t ru n n in g  a w a y . A s  i f  that 
w a s all y o u  co u ld  d o .”

“ W e l l ,”  sa id  R u s h , w ith  a  re m in is 
ce n t  g r in , “ th a t’ s a b ou t all I  d id  d o , 
is n ’t  it— ju s t  ru n  f r o m  o n e  th in g  a n d  
a n o th e r .”

“ A n d  to w a rd  th em ,”  sa id  A l ic e  s o ft ly . 
“ A n d  I  su p p ose— I su p p o se  y o u ’ ll b e

ru n n in g  a w a y  aga in .- Y o u  h a v e  the 
h a b it !”

“ I — I— A l i c e !  N o , I  h a v e n ’t. N o t  
i f -------- ”  R u s h  w a s  v e r y  m u ch  in  ea r
n est, bu t h e  s ta m m ered  a n d  s to p p e d , 
f o r  h e  w a s  a lso  in  so m e  w a y s  a  v e r y  
t im id  m an . T h e  g ir l  lea n ed  to w a rd  h im  
a  little , and  then  d re w  b a ck , f o r  h e  
s to o d  so  v e r y  stiffly . I t  w o u ld  b e  so m e  
little  t im e  y e t b e fo r e  th e y  w o u ld  tell 
ea ch  o th e r  w h y  th e g r e e n  w a s  su d d en ly  
g re e n e r , th e  b lu e  a  d e e p e r  b lu e , the 
w h o le  w o r ld  m o r e  ra d ia n tly  b e a u tifu l 
than  it had  e v e r  b e e n  b e fo r e .

“ T h e D ark Policem an,”  b y  H o w a rd  Fielding, will be the opening n ovel n ex t  
w e e k , F eb ru a ry 11th. T h is is  a m yste ry  tale w ith  a n e w  idea— a sto r y  

that carries y o u  sw iftly  along w ith  its action and perplexities.

tlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllWIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIII

THE OUTDOOR LIFE
JV/I A N Y  m e n  w h o  w o r k  in  o ff ice s  sp en t m u c h  o f  th e ir  b o y h o o d  a n d  e a r ly  y o u th  

in  sm a ll to w n s , o n  fa r m s , a n d  e v e n  in  th e w o o d s .  O n e  a n d  a ll, th e y  a re  
p r o u d  o f  it a n d , i f  y o u  ca tch  th em  in  th e  r ig h t  m o o d s , th e y ’ ll te ll y o u  e n th u s i
a s t ica lly  a ll a b o u t  th o s e  fo r m a t iv e  y e a rs .

T h e y ’ ll te ll y o u  h o w , a f t e r  s c h o o l w a s  ou t, th e y  s h o u ld e re d  th e ir  sm a ll a x e s  
a n d  sta lk ed  w ith  b o y is h  d ig n ity  to  th e  w o o d  lo t , w h e re  th e  m en  o f  th e  fa m ily  w e r e  
ch o p p in g . T h e y ’ ll te ll o f  th e ir  d a y s  o n  h o rs e b a ck , r id in g  h e r d ; o r  o f  th e  t im e s  
w h e n  th e y  s to o d  k n e e -d e e p  in  a h a y  w a g o n , s p re a d in g  w ith  a  p it c h fo r k . T h e y ’ll 
te ll o f  o n e -r o o m  s c h o o lh o u s e s ; o f  n ig h t h u n ts  a ft e r  r a c c o o n — th r illin g  e x p e r i 
e n ce s . T h e y  ca n  r e m e m b e r  e v e r y  d eta il o f  th o s e  h u n ts— th e  s p e c ia lly  d a rk  n ig h ts , 
th e  tr e e in g  o f  th e  c o o n , th e b a r k in g  o f  th e  d o g . T h e y ’ ll te ll y o u  h o w  to  th r o w  
a n  o ld  co a t  u p  o n  a lim b , so  th a t th e  c o o n  w ill  stay  u p  th ere  till d a y lig h t .

T h e s e  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  th in g s  w ill b e  to ld  y o u  b y  m en  in  o ffices , w h e n  th e y ’ re 
in  th e  m o o d . T h e y  a re  fo r tu n a te  to  h a v e  h a d  su ch  b a c k g r o u n d s  in  th e ir  liv e s . 
T h e  ch ild re n  o f  fu tu r e  y e a rs  w ill  b e  s tra n g e rs  to  su ch  e v en ts . T h e ir  m e m o r ie s  
w i l l  b e  o f  a irp la n es , o f  to u r is t  ca m p s , a n d  o f  c it ies . T h e y  w ill  fly — as, in d e e d , 
th e y  d o  n o w — o v e r  th e  fo r e s t s  in  w h ic h  th e ir  e ld e rs  g r e w  u p .

M e m o r ie s  o f  an  o u t d o o r  y o u th  a re  e x h ila r a t in g  o n e s . T h e r e  is a  n e v e r -to -b e -  
fo r g o t t e n  th r ill  in  s ta n d in g , o n  a  fr e e z in g  w in te r  d a y , in  a  s n o w -c o v e r e d  w o o d  
c le a r in g , w a r m in g  y o u r  h a n d s  a t th e  h u g e  b ru sh  fire , a n d  lis te n in g  t o  th e  r in g  
o f  th e  a x e s  in  th e w o o d s  a b o u t y o u . N o w  a n d  th en  y o u  see a  c o m m o t io n  in  th e  
tr e e to p s  o f f  in  th e d is ta n ce , a n d  in  a  m o m e n t  y o u  h ear a  cra sh . Y o u  lo o k  a ro u n d  
th e  c le a r in g , w h ic h  is  s tu b b y  w ith  tree  stu m p s, a n d  y o u  se le ct th at ta ll w h ite w o o d  
o v e r  th ere , th e  o n e  y o u ’ v e  b e e n  cu tt in g  a ll a ro u n d  f o r  th e  la s t fe w  h o u rs . W h a t  
a  ch e s ty  ta sk  th e  fe l l in g  o f  th at tree  w ill b e !  A n d  y o u  d r a w  o n  y o u r  m itten s , 
p ic k  u p  y o u r  d o u b le -b la d e d  a x  a n d  start to w a r d  it. O h , b o y !  N o  w o n d e r  m e n  
in  o ffices  lo o k  b a ck  o n  th o se  d a y s  w ith  p le a su re . T h e  fe e l in g  o f  p h y s ica l p o w e r ,  
th e  a b se n ce  o f  w o r r y  a b o u t  w h e th e r  y o u r  tr o u s e r s  a re  re ta in in g  th e ir  c re a se s , th e  
a p p e tite  f o r  g o o d ,  h o m e ly  g ru b — th a t ’ s th e  l i f e !



A u th or  o f  " T h e  L a st A tla n tid e ,"  “ The P rogress o f  P eter P r a t t ,"  E tc.

An interesting little story o f the metropolitan theatrical world, showing how a 
clever press=agent stunt, meant to hoodwink people, turned like a boomerang on itself.

IT  is  th e  s e co n d  n ig h t o f  a th ea trica l 
p r o d u c t io n  w h ic h  tells th e  ta le , f o r  
th e  o p e n in g  n ig h t is m o s t ly  “ p a 

p e r ,”  a n d  fr ie n d ly  h a n d s  m a k e  lo ts  o f  
n o ise . O n  th e  s e c o n d  n ig h t o f  “ T h e  
G ir l F r o m  th e  M o o n ,”  th e  c o m p a n y  
ca m e  to  th e  th ea ter  m o s t  h o p e fu lly , b e 
ca u se  th e cr it ic is m s  h ad  b een  m o r e  f a 
v o r a b le  th a n  o t h e r w is e ; b u t th e  r is in g  
o f  th e  cu rta in  p e rm itte d  th e  p e r fo r m e r s  
to  see  that th e re  w a s  less  th an  h a lf  a 
h o u se .

F iv e  w e e k s  o f  n e r v e -r a c k in g  reh ea r
sa ls , th re e  h a r r o w in g  w e e k s  o n  th e  
ro a d , a  firs t  n ig h t  o f  h y ste r ia  as th e  
a u d ie n ce  seem ed  to  r ise  to  th e  s h o w , a  
s ta y -u p -a ll-n ig h t  p a r ty  a ft e r w a r d  w h ic h  
ca m e  to  a  c lim a x  w h e n  the c ity  ed it io n s  
o f  th e  m o r n in g  p a p e rs  a p p e a re d , ca r 

r y in g  p r e t ty  g o o d  n o t ic e s — a n d  n o w , 
g r im  rea lity .

“ W e ’v e  f lo p p e d ,”  w h is p e r e d  D o r a  
G ra y , th e  p r im a  d o n n a , to  H a n s  M e r 
ch a n t, th e  co m e d ia n , w h o m  sh e  e n c o u n 
te re d  in  th e w in g s  a f t e r  h e r  firs t  e x it .

H e  n o d d e d  lu g u b r io u s ly .
“ A i n ’t it a w f u l ?  A f t e r  la st n ig h t I  

w a s  su re  w e  h a d  a h it .”
“ I t  m a y  n o t  b e  t o o  la te  to  sa v e  i t ,”  

sh e  e n c o u r a g e d , f o r  sh e  k n e w  th e  fa t  
m a n  h ad  a la rg e  fa m ily  a n d  n o  m o n e y .

M e r c h a n t  s h ru g g e d  h is h e a v y  s h o u l
d ers .

“  ‘T h e y  e ith e r  g o  o v e r  o r  th e y  d o n ’t , ’  ”  
h e  q u o te d , th en  m u ste re d  th e  b e a m in g  
sm ile  w h ic h  p a id  h im  h is  s a la ry  a n d  
lu m b e re d  o u t  u p o n  th e  scen e .

I n  th e  m a n a g e r ’ s o ff ice , o v e r  th e
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lo b b y , th ere  w a s  a c o n fe r e n c e . L e s 
t e r  F r a n k , th e  p r o d u c e r , w a s  t h e r e ; J o e  
F lin n , th e  h o u s e  m a n a g e r ; P e te r  J in k s , 
th e  p re ss  a g e n t ; a n d  a  ta ll, im p re ss iv e , 
w e l l -g r o o m e d , a n d  n e r v o u s  m a n  o f  
f i f t y ,  w h o  w a s  ca lled , b eh in d  h is  b a ck , 
th e  “ a n g e l.”  A lt h o u g h  th e y  h a d  n o t  
y e t  c o u n te d  u p , th e y  n e e d e d  n o  state 
m e n t t o  b e  a w a r e  th at th ere  w a s  b u t 
a  fe w  h u n d re d  d o lla rs  in  th e  h o u s e .

O f  th e  q u a rte t , th e  h o u s e  m a n a g e r  
a lo n e  w a s  u n p e r tu rb e d . W h i le  h e  w a s  
s o r r y  f o r  L e s te r  F r a n k , th e  p r o d u c e r , 
it  w a s  m id -s e a s o n , a n d  th ea ters  w e r e  in  
d e m a n d , a n d  a lre a d y  h e  w a s  c o n s id e r 
in g  th e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  th e  p re se n t ten an t. 
L e s te r  F r a n k  w a s  s te e p e d  in  g lo o m , 
a n d  th e  p re ss  a g e n t w a s  d o le fu l , f o r  
h e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  h u n t f o r  a  n e w  jo b .  
N o  m e m b e r  o f  th e  t r io  w a s te d  a  re g re t  
u p o n  th e  s itu a t io n  o f  A r c h ib a ld  L iv in g 
s ton e , w h o  s to o d  to  lo s e  se v e n ty -f iv e  
th o u s a n d  d o lla rs  i f  th e  p ie ce  w e n t t o  the 
s to re h o u se . W h y  sh o u ld  th e y  ? A n g e ls  
h a v e  w i n g s ; le t h im  fly  a w a y .

“ W h a t ’ s th e  tr o u b le  ?”  d e m a n d e d  M r . 
L iv in g s to n e . “ I t ’s a w h a le  o f  a s h o w , 
w ith  a  d a r lin g  o f  a s ta r .”

T h e  p r o d u c e r  sh r u g g e d  e x p re s s iv e ly . 
“ S h o w ’ s a ll r ig h t , b u t D o r a  h as n o  
d r a ft . T h e y ’ re  n o t  b u y in g  tick ets , 
th a t ’ s a ll. M a y b e  i f  w e  h a d  th e  r igh t
k in d  o f  p u b lic ity -------- ”

“ S u re . B la m e  it o n  th e  p ress  
a g e n t ,”  g r o w le d  P e te  J in k s . “ W e  g o t  
a b ig  p la y  o n  S u n d a y . I  h a d  a  h a n d 
p ic k e d  a u d ie n ce  last n ig h t ;  m y  fr ie n d s  
a m o n g  th e  c r it ic s  g a v e  u s a  b rea k . 
T h a t ’ s a ll a  p re ss  a g e n t ca n  d o . I  ca n ’t 
m ake  th em  b u y .”

“ I t ’ s th is  w a y , M r . L iv in g s to n e ,”  e x 
p la in e d  J o e  F lin n . “ T o o  m a n y  m u s ica l 
s h o w s  in  N e w  Y o r k  r ig h t  n o w . T h e  
p re s s  w o r k  w a s  e le g a n t.”

“ H u m p h !”  g r u m b le d  th e  p r o d u c e r . 
“ A n y  a d v a n c e  sa le f o r  th e  rest o f  th e  
w e e k  ?”

“ N o t  m u c h .”
S ile n ce . A l l  f o u r  s m o k e d  in d u s tr i

o u s ly . F a in t ly  f r o m  th e  a u d ito r iu m

ca m e  th e  v o ic e s  o f  th e  c h o ru s , s in g in g  
th e  first b ig  n u m b e r . T h e  u n i fo r m e d  
t ick e t  ta k e r  e n tered , c a r r y in g  th e  tin  
b o x e s  co n ta in in g  th e  t ick e t  s tu b s w h ic h  
a re  th e  p r o d u c e r ’ s ch e ck  a g a in st th e  
s ta tem en t o f  th e  h o u s e  tre a su re r , 
d r o p p e d  th e m  w ith  a ra tt le  a n d  b a n g  
u p o n  th e  ta b le , a n d  w e n t  b a ck  t o  h is  
p o s t .

“ W e l l ,  M r . L iv in g s to n e ,”  L e s te r  
F r a n k  a sk ed , w ith  a  s ig h , “ d o  I  p o s t  a  
t w o -w e e k  c lo s in g  n o t ic e ? ”

L iv in g s to n e  d r e w  a fr e s h  c ig a r  f r o m  
h is p o c k e t , re g a rd e d  it a b se n tly  f o r  a  
fe w  s e c o n d s , th en  b it  it f ie r ce ly , spat 
o u t  th e  en d , ja m m e d  th e  c ig a r  in to  h is  
m o u th , a n d  lig h te d  it. H e  h a d  a  sq u a re , 
h e a v y  ja w  w h ic h  ju t t e d  p u g n a c io u s ly .

“ G o t  fa ith  in  th e  s h o w ,”  h e sa id  
sh o rtly .

T h e  p r o d u c e r  m a d e  a  d e p re ca t in g  
g estu re .

“ S o  h a v e  I .  B u t it n e e d s  tw e lv e  
th o u sa n d  a w e e k  t o  b re a k  ev en . W e ’ re  
lu c k y  i f  w e  g e t e ig h t th o u sa n d  th is  
w e e k , a n d  p e rh a p s  w e ’ll d r o p  to  s ix  
th ou sa n d  n e x t  w e e k .”

T h e  a n g e l la u g h ed  m irth le ss ly .
“ Y o u  fe l lo w s  th in k  I ’m  a  s u c k e r ,”  

h e  stated. “ W e ll ,  m a y b e ; b u t I ’m  a 
scra p p e r , to o . H a v in g  b e e n  ch u m p  
e n o u g h  to  b a ck  a s h o w , I  d o n ’t q u it  
b e fo r e  I ’m  k n o c k e d  o u t. I ’ ll p la y  i f  
I  h a v e  a ch a n ce . H a v e  I  g o t  a  ch a n ce , 
M r . F l in n ? ”

T h e  s to c k y , r o u n d - fa c e d , v e r y  h a r d -  
b o ile d  h o u s e  m a n a g e r  co n s id e r e d  th e  
q u e stio n .

“ W e l l , ”  h e  o p in e d , “ it ’ s a b it e a r ly  to  
g iv e  u p  th e  g h o s t . B u t  th ere  a in ’t  a n y  
d em a n d  f o r  th is  s h o w . Y o u ’ re  lick e d  
u n less  y o u  d o  so m e th in g  u n u su a l t o  a t
tra c t  a tte n t io n .”

“ A r e  th e re  n o t  p le n ty  o f  in sta n ces  
w h e r e  p ie ce s  w h ic h  seem ed  fa ilu re s  
h a v e  tu rn e d  in to  h it s ? ”

“ S o m e . N o t  p le n ty .”
“ W h a t  d o  y o u  th in k , M r . F r a n k ? ”
“ I f  w e  in cre a se d  o u r  a d v e r tis in g , g o t  

s o m e  liv e  p u b lic ity -------- ”
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“ S a y !”  e x c la im e d  the p re ss  agen t. 
“ Y o u  c a n ’ t bea t w h a t y o u  g o t .”  

L iv in g s to n e  b r o k e  in :
“ R e s u lts  c o u n t , M r . J in k s. D o  y o u  

k n o w  h o w  to  sa v e  th e  s h o w ? ”
“ S u re . I  g o t  a  lo t  o f  fr ie n d s  o n  the 

p a p e rs . I  ca n  g e t p ic tu re s  i f  w e  d o u 
b le  th e  s iz e  o f  th e  a d s .”

“ S o m e th in g  re v o lu t io n a r y  is  n e e d e d ,”  
th e  a n g e l d e c la re d . “ W h a t  d o  y o u  su g 
g e s t  ?”

J in k s  s n e e r e d :
“ J u st lik e  th a t— a w o r ld -b e a t in g  idea  

y o u  w a n t .”
“ P a y  M r . J in k s  o f f .  I  can  see th at 

h e  is n o t  a re v o lu t io n is t ,”  sa id  L iv in g 
s to n e  q u ie tly .

“ S a y , lo o k  h ere , L e s te r -------- ”
“ M r . L iv in g s to n e  is  b o s s ,”  rep lied  

th e  p r o d u c e r . “ W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t 
d o n e , M r . L iv in g s t o n e ? ”

T h e  a n ge l d e lib e ra te d .
“ T h e  p r o b le m  is  to  se ll t ick e ts . P ic 

tu re s  o f  ch o ru s  g ir ls , w ith  s to r ie s  a b o u t 
th e ir  je w e ls  an d  a u to m o b ile s , o r  th e  fa c t  
th a t th e y  ca m e  fr o m  s tra n g e  p la ces , 
d o e s n ’ t a p p e a r  to  h e lp  a t th e b o x  o ffice . 
W e  n e e d  an  id ea  th at w ill  cre a te  a d e 
m a n d  to  see o u r  s h o w .”

“ Y o u  d o n ’t s a y ! ”  je e r e d  th e  d is 
c h a r g e d  p ress  a g en t. “ A n d  su ch  as 
w h a t, M r . L iv in g s t o n e ? ”

T h e  a n g e l c r o s s e d  h is  le g s , c le a re d  
h is  th ro a t , a n d  a p p e a re d  to  b e  re a d y  t o  
e lu c id a te . B u t w h a t h e  sa id  w a s : “ I ’m  
su re  I  d o n ’t k n o w .”

“ T h a t ’s w h y  y o u  fire d  m e !”  c h o r t le d  
J in k s .

“ B e ca u se  i t ’ s y o u r  j o b  t o  k n o w . O r 
d in a r y  p u b lic ity  m e th o d s  b e in g  fu tile , 
w e  m u st fin d  th e e x tr a o r d in a r y . N o w  
su p p o s e  I  a m  M r . J o n e s  o f  F la tb u sh , 
c o n s id e r in g  w h e r e  t o  ta k e  m y  w i f e  u p o n  
o u r  m o n th ly  th e a tr ica l d e b a u ch , h o w  
w o u ld  y o u  g e t  m e  to  “ T h e  G ir l F r o m  
th e  M o o n ,”  M r . J in k s ?  I f  y o u  g iv e  m e 
th e  a n s w e r  t o -m o r r o w  y o u r  sa la ry  is 
d o u b le d . O t h e r w is e  y o u  a re  f ir e d .”  

“ M u c h  o b lig e d ,”  sa id  J in k s  a lm ost 
im p u d e n tly .

“ I ’m  g o in g  b a ck  s ta g e ,”  sa id  M r . L iv 
in g sto n e . “ G o o d  e v e n in g , g e n t le m e n .”

W h e n  the d o o r  h a d  s la m m e d , J o e  
F lin n  lea n ed  o v e r  a n d  p o k e d  J in k s  in  
th e  r ib s  w ith  a  fa t  fo r e f in g e r .

“ T h e  S h u b e r ts  w a n t a  m a n  to  take 
o u t  a m u s ica l s h o w . G o  u p  a n d  g e t 
th e jo b ,  J in k s .”

“ N i x , ”  r e p lie d  th e  p r e s s  a g en t. 
“ N o w  th a t m y  sa la ry  is  d o u b le d , I ’v e  
g o t  an  id e a .”

D o r a  G ra y , th e  p r im a  d o n n a  o f  “ T h e  
G ir l  F r o m  th e  M o o n ,”  sat in  h e r  d r e s s 
in g  r o o m  d u r in g  h er  lo n g  w a it  at th e  
o p e n in g  o f  th e s e co n d  a ct, a n d  c o n 
so le d  h e r s e lf  f o r  th e e v id e n t  fa i lu r e  o f  
th e  p ie ce  b y  re a d in g  o v e r  h e r  p ress  
n o t ice s  o f  th e  m o r n in g . S h e  lik e d  th is  
o n e  b e s t :

Just as it seemed as though we were in 
for another dull evening, a ray o f  purest 
gold, an iridescent flash, a scintillating some
thing darted upon the stage, and we made 
the acquaintance o f Dora Gray. W hy have 
we never seen her before?

D o r a , in  tru th , w a s  lik e  th at. S h e  
w a s  a w isp  o f  a b lo n d  th in g , an  e l f ,  an  
e x q u is ite  g o ld e n  fe a th e r  w ith  an  a d o r 
a b le  sm ile  a n d  a sw eet s o p r a n o  o f  lit 
tle  p o w e r  a n d  s lig h t ra n g e , y e t  w ith  a 
c a r r y in g  f o r c e  that w a s  su rp r is in g .

T h e  e m in en t c r it ic  m ig h t  h a v e  seen  
h er  b e fo r e  i f  h e  h ad  lo o k e d  v e r y  h a rd , 
f o r  sh e  h a d  a d o r n e d  th e  f r o n t  r o w  o f  
m u s ica l c o m e d ie s  f o r  th ree  o r  fo u r  
y e a rs , b u t h e  w a s  th e  so r t  o f  r e v ie w e r  
w h o  p a id  n o  a tten tion  to  c h o r u s  g ir ls . 
H e r  a p p e a ra n ce s  as a p r in c ip a l h ad  
b e e n  u p o n  th e  roa d .

T h e  e n tra n ce  o f  M r . L iv in g s to n e  in 
te r ru p te d  h e r  lite ra ry  la b o rs , an d  she 
g la n ce d  u p  at h im  w ith  so m e th in g  m o r e  
th a n  th e  p o lite  sm ile  o f  a s ta r  f o r  h e r  
fin a n cia l b a ck e r .

“ H e l lo , D o r a . Y o u  a re  g o r g e o u s  t o 
n ig h t ,”  h e  d e c la re d  w a rm ly . H e  w a s  a 
b ig  m a n , f o r c e fu l ,  w ith  th e  su g g e s t io n  
o f  a  b ru te  in  h i m ; b u t so  fa r  as  D o r a  
G r a y  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  h e w a s  lik e  a  b la ck
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b e a r  w ith  a  r in g  in  h is  n o se  a n d  a ch a in , 
th e  o th e r  en d  o f  w h ic h  w a s  in  h e r  lit
t le  w h ite  h and .

T h e  g ir l  a c k n o w le d g e d  th e c o m p li
m e n t, th en  g r e w  ser iou s .

“ I  lo o k e d  o v e r  th e  h o u se , A r c h ie ,”  
sh e  sa id , “ a n d  it lo o k s  b a d . I f  i t ’ s a 
fa i lu r e , I ’ ll n e v e r  f o r g iv e  m y s e l f  f o r  
le tt in g  y o u  in  f o r  it .”

“ T h e r e , th e r e ,”  h e so o th e d . “ Y o u  
p la y  y o u r  p a r t ; le a v e  th e  b u s in ess  to  
m e . I ’m  n o t  w o r r y in g , a n d  I  d o n ’ t 
th in k  w e  h a v e  a  f lo p , n o  m a tte r  w h a t 
th e  w is e  o n e s  sa y . M a y  I  tak e  y o u  
h o m e  a f t e r  th e  s h o w ? ”

“ Y e s ,  th a n k  y o u , A r c h ie .”
H e  s to o d  in  th e  w in g s  a n d  w a tch e d  

h e r  e n tra n ce , n o d d in g  in  s a t is fa c t io n  at 
th e  r ip p le  o f  a p p la u se .

“ S o m e th in g  u n u su a l. S o m e th in g  
r e v o lu t io n a r y . S o m e th in g  to  d r a g  in  
M r . J o n e s  o f  F la tb u s h ,”  h e m u tte re d .

T h e  B r o o k ly n  te le p h o n e  d ir e c t o r y  
co n ta in s  se v e ra l p a g e s  o f  p e o p le  n a m ed  
J o n e s , o f  w h o m  at least a th ird  liv e  in  
F la tb u sh . T h e r e  w a s  J e f f r e y  C o n - 
n in g s w o r th  J o n e s , f o r  e x a m p le . H e  
liv e d  w ith  h is  m o t h e r  a n d  fa th e r  in  a 
la rg e , r e d -b r ic k  c o lo n ia l h o u s e  f o r  
w h ic h  th e  e ld e r  J o n e s  h a d  r e fu s e d  s ix ty  
th o u s a n d  d o lla rs . A lt h o u g h  h e  w a s  
tw e n ty -s e v e n  y e a rs  o ld  a n d  w a s  d o in g  
w e ll in  th e  b o n d  b u sin ess  in  N e w  Y o r k ,  
h e  w a s  th e  so r t  o f  y o u th  w h o  w o u ld  
liv e  at h o m e  in stea d  o f  ta k in g  an  a p a rt
m e n t w ith in  w a lk in g  d is ta n ce  o f  
B r o a d w a y .

T h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  v e r y  lik a b le  
a b o u t  J e ffr e y  J o n e s . H e  g a v e  fo r t h  an  
a ro m a  o f  w h o le s o m e n e s s , a n d  h is  p le a s 
a n t v o ic e  a n d  in g ra tia tin g  sm ile  so ld  
b o n d s  to  b u s in e ss  m en  a n d  ca u s e d  o ld  
la d ies  t o  p e t  h im  w ith  th e ir  e y e s  b e 
ca u se  h e  re m in d e d  th em  o f  w h a t th e ir  
o w n  b o y  m ig h t  h a v e  b een , h ad  h e  liv e d . 
Y o u n g  la d ie s  a lso  p etted  h im  w ith  th e ir  
e y e s  w h e n  h e  w a s n ’t lo o k in g .

J e f f r e y  J o n e s  w a s  n o t  co n s id e r in g  a 
s h o w  w h e n  h e  o p e n e d  h is  m a il th r e e

d a y s  a ft e r  th e s e c o n d  n ig h t o f  “ T h e  
G ir l  F r o m  th e  M o o n .”  H is  le tte rs  n u m 
b e re d  o n ly  a  d o z e n , a ll b u s in ess  c o m 
m u n ica t io n s  sa v e  on e . T h e  e x c e p t io n  
w a s  in  a sm a ll, sq u a re  e n v e lo p e  a d 
d re sse d  in  a  fe m in in e  h a n d . N a tu ra lly , 
h e o p e n e d  th a t o n e  first. A s  h e rea d , 
h is  ey es  w id e n e d  in  s u r p r is e ; h e 
fr o w n e d , t r y in g  to  re ca ll th e  w r ite r , a n d  
ju m p e d  to  th e  s ig n a tu re , w h ic h  d id  n ot 
h e lp  h im . “ M a r y .”  O f  co u r s e , h e  h a d  
k n o w n  se v e ra l g ir ls  n a m e d  M a r y . W h o  
has n o t ?  T h e r e  w a s  a  M a r y  in  C a m 
b r id g e  w h o m  h e h a d  ca lled  o n  d u r in g  
h is  co lle g e  d a y s , a n d  a  M a r y  o n  a b o a t , 
c r o s s in g  to  E u r o p e  fiv e  y e a rs  b e fo r e ,  
a n d  M a r y  E v a n s , w h o  h ad  m a rr ie d  
A r t h u r  H o p e , an d  o th e rs , to o . B u t h e 
c o u ld  n o t  re m e m b e r  th is  on e .

H e  rea d  th e  le tte r  a s e co n d  t im e . It 
b e g a n  fa m ilia r ly :

Dear Jeffrey : It’s quite a while since you 
heard from me, and perhaps you have for
gotten me. It was by accident I learned 
your present address. I thought you might 
like to know that I am in New York and 
am appearing in “ The Girl in the Moon” 
at the Bendix Theater. I wonder if you will 
recognize me among all the lovely girls on 
the stage. I wonder if you would like to 
renew our acquaintance. I wonder a lot 
o f things. Wondering if you will recall my 
my full name, I sign myself, M ary.

J e ffr e y  c o u ld  n o t  reca ll h er  last n a m e, 
an d  h e  w o n d e r e d , t o o , i f  h e  w o u ld  re c 
o g n iz e  h e r  o n  th e  stage. I f  sh e  w e r e  
as n ice  as h er  le tte r , h e  ce r ta in ly  w o u ld  
lik e  to  re n e w  th e ir  a cq u a in ta n ce . 
W h ic h  o f  h is  M a r y s  w o u ld  sh e  tu rn  
o u t  to  b e ?  T h e r e  w e r e  se v e ra l w h o  
m ig h t  h a v e  g o n e  u p o n  th e  stage. W a s  
sh e  a p r in c ip a l o r  a  m e m b e r  o f  the 
c h o r u s ?  I t  d id n ’t m a t te r ; h e  w a s  n o t  
a  sn o b . T o  th in k  th at she re m e m b e re d  
h im , h ad  so u g h t  h im  o u t, a n d  p e rh a p s  
h a d  g o n e  to  so m e  tr o u b le  to  fin d  h is 
a d d ress .

V e r y  c a r e fu lly  h e p la c e d  th e  le tte r  in  
h is  p o c k e t , th en  s p o k e  in to  h is  te le 
p h o n e .

“ G e t m e  H i lt o n ’ s T ic k e t  A g e n c y ,”  h e
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d ir e c te d . W h e n  th e  ca ll w a s  p u t 
th r o u g h  h e  s a id :  “ P le a se  g e t  m e  t w o  
o n  th e  a is le , d o w n  fr o n t , f o r  th e  B e n - 
d ix  T h e a te r  to -n ig h t . J e f f r e y  C o n -  
n in g s w o r th  J o n e s  sp ea k in g . T h ir d  
r o w ?  T h a t  w ill  b e  sp le n d id . T h a n k  
y o u .”

A s  h e  m a d e  h is  b u s in ess  ca lls  d u r in g  
th e  d a y  h e  w o n d e r e d  m o r e  a b o u t  M a r y  
a n d  re ca lle d  th re e  o r  f o u r  o th e rs  w ith  
th e  m y s t ic  n a m e  w h o  h a d  m a d e  an  im 
p r e s s io n  u p o n  h is  a d o le s ce n ce . C r a ft i ly  
d e c id in g  th at it  m ig h t  b e  a  m is ta k e  to  
ta k e  a  g ir l  w ith  h im  th is  e v e n in g , h e 
c a lle d  u p  B ill F lin t  a n d  iss u e d  an  in v i
ta tion .

“ T h e  G ir l F r o m  th e  M o o n ? ”  q u e s 
t io n e d  B ill. “ W h y  a re  y o u  p ic k in g  th at 
d e a d  o n e ? ”

“ T h e y  te ll m e  i t ’ s a  d a r n -g o o d  
s h o w ,”  h e  a sserted . “ B u t i f  y o u  d o n ’t 
w a n t-------- ”

“ O h , I ’ll g o !  I  d o n ’t tu rn  d o w n  fr e e  
tick e ts . D in e  w ith  m e  at th e  clu b . 
Y o u  a r e n ’t  g o in g  t o  d r e s s ? ”

“ S u it  y o u r s e l f ,  b u t  I  th in k  I  shall. 
I ’ll m e e t  y o u  at th e  th e a te r .”

“ S e e  h ere . W h a t ’ s u p ? ”  d e m a n d e d  
B il l  F lin t . “ Y o u  g o t  s o m e th in g  u p  
y o u r  s le e v e  i f  y o u ’re  d re ss in g , s o  I ’ll 
b e  th ere  w ith  m y  b o ile d  sh ir t .”

“ N o ,  n o th in g  s p e c ia l.”
“ W e ’ll b e  dressed,”  a ffirm e d  B ill 

F lin t .

T h a t  sa m e a ft e r n o o n  A r c h ib a ld  L iv 
in g s to n e  ca lled  o n  D o r a  G r a y  in  h er  
litt le  a p a rtm e n t b e tw e e n  F i f t h  . an d  
S ix t h  A v e n u e s , n e a re r  S ix th  th an  
F if t h .

M r . L iv in g s to n e  w a s  a  v e r y  su b sta n 
tia l m a n u fa c tu r e r , o n e  o f  th o s e  sk ill
fu l  e x e c u t iv e s  w h o  h a s  tra in e d  h is  lieu 
ten a n ts  t o  sh o u ld e r  m o s t  o f  th e b u s i
n ess  b u rd e n s , w h o s e  g re a t , m a h o g a n y , 
g la s s -to p p e d  d e sk s  a re  a lw a y s  u n lit 
te r e d , w h o  d is p o s e  o f  th e ir  d a y ’s w o r k  
in  a  c o u p le  o f  h o u rs . I n  L iv in g s to n e ’ s 
ca se , h e  h a d  s o  m u c h  sp a re  tim e  u p o n  
h is  h a n d s  th a t h e  h a d  d r i f t e d  in to  th e

th e a te r  d is tr ic t  in  se a rch  o f  a m u sem en t. 
H e  h a d  m e t D o r a  G r a y  at a p a r ty  g iv e n  
b y  L e s t e r  F r a n k  in  h is b ig  a p a rtm en t 
o n  C en tra l P a r k  W e s t , h a d  fo u n d  h er 
a t h is  le f t  at su p p e r , a n d  h a d  b een  
ch a rm e d  b y  th e  e x q u is ite  little  in g en u e .

T h a t  sh e  w a s  p la ce d  b e s id e  h im  b y  
d e s ig n  n e ith e r  th e  b u s in e ss  m a n  n o r  
D o r a  h a d  a  su sp ic io n .

D o r a  h a d  b een  p la y in g  a “ b it ”  in  a 
p ie ce  o f  L e s te r  F r a n k ’s w h ic h  h a d  
c lo s e d  in  C h ica g o  a f e w  w e e k s  b e fo r e ,  
h a d  b een  se e k in g  in  v a in  a n o th e r  jo b  
in  N e w  Y o r k ,  a n d  h a d  a c c e p te d  F r a n k ’ s 
in v ita t io n  b e ca u se  h e h a d  b een  k in d  to  
h e r  in  th e  p a s t  an d  m ig h t fin d  a p la ce  
f o r  h e r  in  h is  n e x t  p r o d u c t io n .

T h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  w in n in g  a b o u t 
L e s te r  F ra n k , fa t  an d  s ly  a n d  u n p r in 
c ip le d  as h e w a s . H e  h a d  a fa ls e  g e 
n ia lity , a  p lea sa n t a b se n ce  o f  d ig n ity , a 
sen se  o f  h u m o r , a n d  a  fa t h e r ly  m a n n e r  
w ith  y o u n g  g ir ls . A lth o u g h  h e w a s  
c o n s id e r e d  to  h a v e  a g i f t  f o r  d ig g in g  
u p  a n g e ls , n o t  e v e n  h is  c o m p e t ito r s  re a l
iz e d  th e  d e p th  o f  h is  g u ile .

H a v in g  e n c o u n te r e d  L iv in g s to n e , h e  
h ad  seen  at o n c e  th at th e  m a n  w a s  d is 
co n te n te d , b o r e d , in  sea rch  o f  d is tr a c 
t io n , a n d  r ip e  f o r  e x p lo ita t io n . O f  
su ch  s tu ff  a n g e ls  a re  m a d e , th o u g h t  th e  
p r o d u c e r , w h o  im m e d ia te ly  b e g a n  to  
ca st a r o u n d  f o r  lik e ly  n u tr im en t. A s  
L iv in g s to n e  w a s  a  g e n tle m a n , re fin e d  to  
s o m e  e x te n t , L e s t e r  c o n s id e r e d  th e g ir ls  
o f  h is  a cq u a in ta n ce  w h o  c o m b in e d  
b e a u ty  a n d  ta len t w ith  re sp e cta b ility , 
a n d  h e h ad  d e c id e d  u p o n  D o r a  G ra y  
a f t e r  s lig h t sea rch .

B e in g  a w is e  m a n , h e  le t  th in g s  ta k e  
th e ir  c o u r s e , b u t h e a rd  w ith  c o m p la 
c e n c e  th at D o r a  h a d  b een  seen  in  L iv 
in g s to n e ’s c o m p a n y  a t se v e ra l th eaters 
a n d  at s o m e  o f  th e  b e s t  s u p p e r  c lu b s . 
A n d , a ft e r  a  fe w  w e e k s , h e  h a d  so u g h t 
th e  m illio n a ire , s cr ip t  in  h a n d , e x p la in e d  
h is  w ish  to  s ta r  D o r a  G r a y , e x p a t ia te d  
u p o n  th e  v e h ic le  s e cu re d , a n d , a ft e r  
se v e ra l in te rv ie w s , w a s  a ssu re d  o f  th e 
n e c e s s a r y  b a ck in g .
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D o r a , w h o  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  sh o w  
b u s in e ss  f o r  sev era l y e a rs , k n e w  w e ll 
e n o u g h  th a t she h ad  b e c o m e  a  s ta r  b e 
ca u se  o f  th e  p lo t t in g  o f  L e s te r  F ra n k  
a n d  th e  g e n e r o s ity  o f  A r c h ib a ld  L iv 
in g s to n e , a n d  sh e  a cce p te d  h er  ch a n ce  
b e ca u se  sh e  w a s  a m b itiou s  a n d  w a s  
su re  th at sh e  w o u ld  ju s t i f y  th e  c o n fi
d e n ce  o f  h e r  p r o d u c e r  an d  b a ck er .

S h e  a ctu a lly  lik e d  L iv in g s to n e , an d , 
th o u g h  sh e  w a s  o n ly  a tw e n ty -th r e e - 
y e a r -o ld  a ctress  w ith o u t  a  p e n n y  to  h e r  
n a m e , an d  h e  w a s  a  m illio n a ire , she 
w a s  s o r r y  f o r  h im . H e  w a s  v e r y  d e 
cen t, an d  h is  in fa tu a t io n  w a s  p a th etic , 
a s  th e  lo v e  o f  an  e ld e r ly  m a n  f o r  a  
y o u n g  g ir l  a lm o s t  a lw a y s  is. T h is  an 
g e l h a d  in s is te d  u p o n  b a ck in g  th e s h o w , 
d e sp ite  h e r  p ro te s ts , a n d  n o w  h e  w a s  
b e a r in g  th e  a p p a re n t fa i lu r e  o f  th e  p ie ce  
lik e  a  g o o d  sp o r t . A n d  h e w a n te d  h e r  
t o  m a r r y  h im .

W h e n  h e w a s  a n n o u n ce d , D o r a  w a s  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  m a tr im o n ia l p ro sp e ct . 
H a v in g  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  th r ill o f  h e r  
n a m e  in  e le c t r ic  lig h ts , sh e  h a ted  to  g o  
b a c k  to  th e  w e a r y  ro u n d  o f  ca llin g  o n  
m a n a g e rs , o f  g o in g  o n  th e  ro a d  in  a  
s e c o n d a r y  ro le , o r  s ta rv in g , p erh a p s , 
b e fo r e  sh e  g o t  a n o th e r  e n g a g em en t. 
L ik e  e v e r y  y o u n g  g ir l , sh e  re v e le d  in  
fin e  c lo th e s  a n d  je w e ls , a n d  th e  id e a  o f  
a n  es ta b lish e d  p o s it io n  in  N e w  Y o r k  as 
th e  w i f e  o f  a m a n  w h o  w a s  r ich  a n d  
s o c ia lly  c o n n e c te d  w a s  v e r y  tem p tin g . 
S h e  w a s  t r y in g  to  p e rsu a d e  h e r s e lf  that 
sh e  lo v e d  h im .

T h e  a n g e l e n te re d  w ith  a  b o x  o f  
r o s e s  u n d e r  h is  a rm . H e  c a r r ie d  h is  
o w n  flo w e r s  b e c a u s e  h e  lo v e d  to  w a tch  
h e r  d e lig h t  w h e n  sh e  o p e n e d  th e  b o x  
a n d  p re s s e d  th e  b ea u ties  a g a in st h e r  e x 
q u is ite  litt le  fa ce .

“ Y o u  s h o u ld n ’t b r in g  m e  so  m a n y  
e x p e n s iv e  f lo w e r s , A r c h ie ,”  sh e  p r o 
te s te d , as sh e  to r e  o p e n  th e  b o x  an d  
l i f t e d  in  h e r  w h ite  a rm s  t w o  d o z e n  
lo n g -s t e m m e d  A m e r ic a n  b ea u ties .

L iv in g s to n e  la u g h e d  co n te n te d ly  as 
h e  w a tc h e d  th e  p r e t ty  p ic tu re , a n d

th re w  h im s e lf  in to  a  b ig  ch a ir  b y  th e  
w in d o w .

“ F lo w e r s  a re  c h e a p ,”  h e re p lie d . “ I f  
th e y  c o s t  ten  t im e s  as m u ch , i t ’s w o r t h  
it to  see y o u  w ith  th em . D o r a , y o u  
a re  th e  m o s t  e x q u is ite  c re a tu re  w h o  
e v e r  b re a th e d .”

S h e  sm iled  at h im  o v e r  th e  roses .
“ I f  N e w  Y o r k  th o u g h t  s o , y o u  w o u ld  

n o t  b e  in  d a n g e r  o f  lo s in g  a  te r r ib le  
lo t  o f  m o n e y ,”  sh e  said .

“ P s h a w ! N e w  Y o r k  w ill  lik e  y o u . 
Y o u  le a v e  it to  m e . A s  a m a tter  o f  
fa c t , b u s in ess  a t th e  th ea ter  is p ic k in g  
u p . I  re a d  th e  r io t  a c t  t o  th e  p re ss  
a gen t T u e s d a y  n ig h t, a n d  th e  fe l lo w  
ca m e th r o u g h  w ith  an  id e a  th at is  g e t
t in g  resu lts . H o w e v e r ,  I  d id n ’t  c o m e  
h ere  to  ta lk  b u s in ess . D o r a , h a v e  y o u  
co n s id e r e d  a  ce rta in  m a t te r ? ”

“ Y -e s ,”  she ad m itted .
“ W e l l  ?”  H e  lean ed  fo r w a r d  e a g e r ly . 
“ I  d o n ’t  k n o w , A r c h ie . W o u ld  I  

h a v e  to  g iv e  u p  th e  s ta g e ? ”
“ I  w o u ld n ’t in sist, b u t I  w o u ld  p r e 

fe r  m y  w i f e  t o  m y s e l f . Y o u  sa id  y o u  
d id n ’t lik e  th e th ea ter .”

H e r  s m o o th , w h ite  b r o w  fu r r o w e d  
in to  th o u g h t  w rin k les .

“ I  d id n ’t w h e n  I  w a s  k n o c k in g  
a ro u n d , l iv in g  in  te r r ib le  h o te ls  a n d  
p la y in g  in  m is e ra b le  th ea ters  o n  th e  
ro a d . I  w o u ld  h a v e  q u it  lo n g  a g o  i f  
th ere  h a d  b e e n  a n y th in g  e lse  f o r  m e  
to  d o . B u t n o w — w e ll, i t ’s lo v e ly  t o  
h a v e  th e  s ta r ’ s d re ss in g  r o o m . A n d  I  
a d o r e  d a n c in g  a n d  s in g in g .”

“ M y  e r r o r  in m a k in g  a  s ta r  o f  y o u ,”  
h e sa id  ru e fu lly .

“ Y o u  w e r e  a d o ra b le . Y o u  ju s t  
w a n te d  to  m a k e  m e  h a p p y .”

“ A l l  r ig h t . R e m a in  o n  th e  stage . 
Y o u  ca n  d o  a n y th in g  y o u  lik e , d e a r .”  

T h e  g ir l  la id  d o w n  h e r  ro se s  a n d  a p 
p ro a ch e d  h is  ch a ir . S h e  la id  h e r  h a n d  
o n  h is  s h o u ld e r  g en tly .

“ I ’m  n o t  su re  I  lo v e  y o u , th o u g h , 
A r c h ie ,”  sh e  sa id  s lo w ly .

“ I ’ ll b e  g o o d  to  y o u . Y o u ’ll lea rn  t o  
lo v e  m e .”
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“ P le a se , a fe w  m o r e  d a y s  b e fo r e  I  
d e c id e .”

“ I ’ ll g iv e  y o u  till t o -m o r r o w , th e n .”  
S h e  sq u a re d  h e r  sh o u ld e rs , th re w  u p  

h e r  ch in .
“ A l l  r ig h t . I ’ ll te ll y o u  t o -m o r r o w .”  
“ A n d  it  w ill  b e  ‘Y e s ? ’ ”
“ I  g u e ss , p r o b a b ly .”

J e f f r e y  J o n e s  m e t  B ill F lin t  in  th e  
lo b b y  o f  th e  B e n d ix  T h e a te r  at e ig h t  
th ir ty . T h e y  w e r e  b o th  a rra y e d  in 
b r a id e d  d in n e r  co a ts , e x p e n s iv e  satin  
w a is tco a ts , an d  w o r e  b la ck -sa tin  ties  o f  
th e  la test sh ap e  a n d  d e g re e  o f  e leg a n ce . 
A  h u n d re d  y e a rs  o f  d ra b  a tt ire  h as n o t 
e n tire ly  ir o n e d  o u t o f  y o u n g  m a les  the 
p e a c o c k  u r g e  w h ic h  th e y  in d u lg e d  u n til 
th e  era  o f  J e ffe r s o n ia n  s im p lic ity , b u t 
it is p a th e tic  h o w  little  o n e  ca n  d o  to  
b r ig h te n  u p  e v e n in g  d ress .

T h e  lo b b y  w a s  fu ll  a n d  th e  th ea ter  
ra p id ly  f illin g  w h e n  th e y  e n tered . F lin t  
cast a ra p id  g la n ce  a ro u n d .

“ A lm o s t  lik e  a  s ta g  p a r ty .”
L e s te r  F r a n k  a n d  P e te  J in k s , sta n d 

in g  in c o n s p ic u o u s ly  in  th e  en tra n ce , 
w e r e  w a tc h in g  th e  a u d ie n ce  assem ble .

“ I t ’s a  s e ll-o u t  to -n ig h t ,”  F r a n k  to ld  
th e  p re ss  a gen t. “ T h e  a g e n c ie s  are  
b u y in g  h e a v ily  f o r  th e  b a la n ce  o f  th is  
w e e k  a n d  n e x t .”

“ I t ’s a  p ip e ,”  c o m m e n te d  P ete . 
“ S h o w s  w h a t y o u  ca n  d o  i f  y o u  h a v e  
ca sh  to  s w in g  a  p r o p o s it io n . O f  co u rse , 
it  ta k es  b ra in s , t o o .”

“ A f t e r  th is  I ’ ll a lw a y s  fire  th e p ress  
a g en t o n  th e  s e co n d  n ig h t ,”  sa id  F r a n k  
w ith  a g r in . “ N o t h in g  lik e  a  k ic k  in  
th e  slats t o  start th e  o ld  b ea n  g o in g . 
O n ly  th in g , is  th e re  lik e ly  to  b e  a c o m e 
b a ck  ?”

“ I  h o p e  th e re  is ,”  r e p lie d  th e  fe rv e n t  
p ress  a g en t. “ I t ’ ll m a k e  th e fr o n t  p a g e s , 
h a n d  th e  p u b lic  a  la u g h , a n d  a d v e rtise  
th e  s h o w . I f  w e  g e t o n e  b ig  w e e k  w e ’ re 
set. A n d  th e  s h o w  is  th ere . I  s a w  it 
th e  first t im e  W e d n e s d a y  n ig h t .”

M e a n w h ile , th e  cu rta in  ro s e  o n  th e  
firs t  act. T h e  set w a s  o n e  o f  th o se

s u p e r g o r g e o u s  g a rd e n s  c o n c e iv e d  b y  th e 
artist, B r in i. I f  in  th e  w o r ld  th e re  is 
a  la n d  w h e r e  trees  a n d  f lo w e r s  a n d  
g ra ss  an d  sk y  re se m b le  th ese , w h y  d o  
so  m a n y  p e o p le  liv e  in  N e w  Y o r k ?  
S ta n d in g  in  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  s ta g e  w a s  
a p ert y o u n g  b ru n e tte  w h o  o b s e r v e d  to  
an  e ld e r ly  la d y :

“ I t  w a s  so  g o o d  o f  y o u , m o th e r , to  
p e rm it  m e  t o  in v ite  a ll m y  s c h o o l 
fr ie n d s  to  a  g a rd e n  p a r ty . S ee , h ere  
th e y  c o m e .”

A lt h o u g h  h e  w a s  in  th e  th ird  r o w , 
M r . J on e s  d r e w  o u t  o p e r a  g la sse s  a n d  
a im ed  th em  at th e  stage  in  tim e  to  c o v e r  
th e  firs t  y o u n g  la d y  o f  th e  ch o ru s .

T h e  p o w e r fu l  g la sses  e n la rg e d  th e  
fa c e  o f  th e  g ir l lik e  a m o t io n -p ic tu r e  
c lo s e -u p . N o .  H e  s c ru tin iz e d  e a ch  o f  
th e  t w e n t y - fo u r  b e a u t ifu l s c h o o l  fr ie n d s  
o f  th e  y o u n g  b ru n e tte  as th e y  e n tered , 
th en  sh o o k  h is  h e a d  a n d  lo w e r e d  h is  
b in o cu la rs . M o s t  l ik e ly  th e re  w o u ld  be  
a M a r y  o r  t w o  a m o n g  th e m , b u t n o n e  
w h o  h a d  e v e r  b een  su ffic ie n tly  fr ie n d ly  
w ith  h im  to  w r ite  h im  a  le tte r . H e  d id  
n o t  th in k  h e  h a d  e v e r  set e y e s  o n  a n y  
o f  th em . A s  s u s p ic io n  th at h e  h a d  b een  
v ic t im iz e d  g r e w  u p o n  M r . J o n e s , th e  
m a n  o n  h is  r ig h t  g a v e  a v e x e d  la u g h .

“ S tu n g  a g a in ,”  h e  o b s e r v e d  t o  h is  
c o m p a n io n . “ I  w a s  p r e t ty  su re  it w a s  
a  p u b lic ity  stu n t, b u t th e  le tte r  w a s  
c le v e r . A n y h o w , w e ’ re  h e re , and  
m a y b e  it  w ill  b e  a  g o o d  s h o w .”

J o n e s  sh o t a  s id e  g la n c e  a t B ill F l i n t ; 
b u t th a t y o u th  h a d  g r a b b e d  th e  o p e ra  
g la sses  a n d  w a s  m a k in g  a p r o fo u n d  
s tu d y  o f  th e  scen e . A p p a r e n t ly  h e h a d  
h ea rd  n o t h in g ; s o  J e f f r e y  h a d  t im e  to  
g r o w  p in k  a n d  p a le  a g a in , w a x  in d ig 
n an t a n d  w a n e , a n d  fin a lly  d e c id e  it  w a s  
a g o o d  jo k e ,  e v e n  i f  h e  h a d  b een  a 
v ic t im .

T h e  firs t  f i fte e n  m in u te s  o f  th e  p ie ce  
w e r e  ra th e r  a w fu l , as o n e  ch a ra cte r  
a f t e r  a n o th e r  w a s  in tr o d u c e d  w ith o u t  
m a k in g  a n  im p re ss io n . A n d  th e n , w ith  
a  fa n fa r e  o f  tru m p e ts , th e  “ g ir l  f r o m  
th e  m o o n ”  m a d e  h er  en tra n ce .
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Im a g in e  s ittin g  o n  the s h o r e  u p o n  a  
su m m e r  e v e n in g , lo o k in g  o u t u p o n  th e  
b la ck , sad  sea, s te e p e d  in  m e la n ch o ly  
re v e r ie . T h e n  th e  r o u n d , g o ld e n  J u ly  
m o o n , w h ic h  h as r isen  b e h in d  a b a n k  o f  
c lo u d s , su d d e n ly  a p p e a rs  to  p o u r  a  f lo o d  
o f  s ilv e r  lig h t u p o n  th e  o ce a n , illu m i
n a tin g  g le a m in g  w h ite  y a ch ts  r id in g  at 
a n c h o r , r e v e a lin g  th e  y e l lo w  san d  o f  th e  
b e a ch  a n d  fo n d l in g  th e to p s  o f  th e  w a v 
in g  p a lm  trees . F o o lis h  b ir d s  w a k e  u p  
a n d  b eg in  to  s in g ;  f r o m  d ista n t co tta g e s  
is h e a rd  th e  tin k le  o f  g u ita rs  a n d  u k u 
le le s ; a  g ir l  in  th e  d is ta n ce  tu rn s lo o s e  
a lo v e ly  s o p r a n o , a n d  m e la n c h o ly  d is 
so lv e s  in to  w a r m  co n te n tm e n t.

T h a t  w a s  lik e  th e  c o m in g  o f  D o r a  
G ra y . A n  e le c t r ic  sh iv e r  p a ssed  th ro u g h  
the a u d ie n c e ; th e dead  o p ere tta  w as 
g a lv a n iz e d  in to  l i f e ;  im m e d ia te ly  th e  
m u s ic  se e m e d  b e a u t ifu l , an d  b o r e d o m  
v a n ish e d . T h e  fo o l is h  lib re tto  d ea lt 
w ith  a g ir l f r o m  th e  m o o n  w h o  sp rea d  
j o y  w ith  b o th  h a n d s.

H e r  m a g ic  m a d e  the h o r r id  g a rd e n  
p a r ty  h u m  w ith  h a p p in ess . A s  D o r a  
le a n e d  o v e r  th e  fo o t l ig h ts  and  b e g a n  h er 
o p e n in g  n u m b e r , th e  sp o tlig h t  fe l l u p o n  
h e r  lo v e ly  little  fa c e , an d  J e f f r e y  J o n e s  
th r ille d  w ith  re m e m b ra n ce .

A t  th e  e n d  o f  h is  ju n io r  y e a r  in  H a r 
v a r d  h e h a d  sp en t a fo r t n ig h t  at N a r r a - 
g a n se tt P ie r , a n d  th ere  o n  th e b e a ch , 
o n e  lo v e ly  a ft e r n o o n , h e  h ad  e n co u n 
te re d  th is  g ir l . I t  w a s  a ca su a l m e e t
in g  ; in  fa c t , th e y  w e r e  in tr o d u c e d  b y  a  
w a v e , an d  h e h a d  h e lp ed  h e r  to  h er  
fe e t  a f t e r  th e  im p o lite  b il lo w  h a d  to p 
p le d  h e r  o v e r .

L ik e  th e  ch ild re n  th e y  w e r e , th e y  h ad  
p la y e d  to g e th e r  in  th e  sea an d  th en  h a d  
g o n e  a sh o re  a n d  la in  s id e  b y  s id e  on  
th e  w a r m  sand . J e f f r e y  h a d  to ld  h e r % 
a ll a b o u t h is  l i fe ,  a n d  she had  listen ed  
e a g e r ly  b u t re v e a le d  n o th in g  o f  h er 
o w n . A t  fiv e  o ’ c lo c k , d esp ite  h is  p r o 
tests , sh e  h ad  d e p a r te d , b u t n o t  u n til 
sh e  h a d  a g reed  to  m e e t h im  o n  th e  b e a ch  
th e  fo l lo w in g  a ft e r n o o n . A s  sh e  le f t  
she to ld  h er  nam e. I t  w a s  M a r y  G re w .

O th e rs  in  th at a u d ie n ce  m ig h t  h a v e  
b e e n  d r a w n  to  th e th ea ter  b y  d e c o y  le t
te rs , b u t J e f f r e y  J o n e s  k n e w  h e h a d  
n o t  b een  h o a x e d . H e  p e e re d  at h is  p r o 
g r a m  a n d  fo u n d  th e n a m e  o f  th e  g ir l  
f r o m  th e m o o n , D o r a  G ra y . O f  co u r s e , 
th at w a s  a stage  n a m e. I t  w a s  h is  
M a r y  a n d  sh e  h a d  n o t  fo r g o t te n  h im .

Y e t  w h y  sh o u ld  she r e m e m b e r ?  
T h a t  n ig h t at N a rra g a n se tt  P ie r  h e  h a d  
g o n e  to  d in n e r  w ith  a c la ssm a te  at th e  
h ote l w h e re  th a t in d iv id u a l w a s  re s id 
in g , a n d  J e ff r e y  h a d  ra v ed  a b o u t  M a r y  
G r e w  u n til h e w a s  im p lo re d  t o  ch a n g e  
th e  re c o r d . F in a lly  th e y  h a d  e n te re d  
th e  d in in g  r o o m , v e r y  h u n g ry , a n d  to ld  
th e ir  w a itre ss  to  b r in g  o n  th e w h o le  b ill 
o f  fa re . A n o t h e r  w a itre ss , c a r r y in g  a 
h e a v ily  lo a d e d  tra y , ca m e  o u t  o f  th e  
k itch en , a n d  as  sh e  p a sse d  th e ir  ta b le  
J e ffr e y  lo o k e d  u p  a n d  th e ir  eyes  m et. 
W it h  a  te r r if ic  cra sh  th e  tr a y  la n d e d  o n  
th e  f lo o r , a n d  th e g ir l  fled  fr o m  th e  
r o o m . S h e  w a s  th e  g o d d e s s  o f  th e  
stra n d  a b o u t w h o m  h e  h ad  b e e n  r a v 
in g . J e f f r e y ’ s ch u m , w h o  sa w  e v e r y 
th in g , b r o k e  in to  a r o u g h  la u g h  a n d  
ra zzed  h im  f o r  th e  rest o f  th e  e v e n in g .

M o s t  l ik e ly  J e ffr e y  w o u ld  h a v e  k e p t  
th e  e n g a g e m e n t, w a itre ss  o r  n o  w a it 
ress, h a d  it n o t  b een  f o r  h is  c r it ica l 
fr ie n d . H e  d re a d e d  r id icu le  a n d , lik e  
m o s t  y o u n g  co lle g e  m e n , h e w a s  a  b it  
o f  a  sn ob . N e x t  a ft e r n o o n  h e p la y e d  
ten n is . H is  ch u m  m a d e  in q u ir ie s  a n d  
fo u n d  th at the g ir l w h o  d r o p p e d  th e  
tra y  h a d  th r o w n  u p  h e r  j o b  im m e d i
a te ly  a ft e r w a r d , so , m o s t  lik e ly , sh e  
w a s  n o t  at th e  b e a ch , a n y w a y . H e  
n e v e r  sa w  h e r  a ga in .

E n tra n ce d , h e sat th r o u g h  th e  rest 
o f  th e a ct w ith  n o  m o r e  n o t io n  o f  w h a t  
th e  sh o w  w a s  a b o u t than  i f  h e  h ad  
been  th e  m a n  in  th e  h e a v e n ly  o r b  fr o m  
w h ic h  th e  g ir l w a s  su p p o se d  to  h a v e  
d e sce n d e d . H e  sa w  o n ly  M a r y ;  h e  w a s  
b e w itch e d  b y  h e r  b r ig h t h a ir , h e r  sw e e t , 
p re tty  fa c e , h e r  tw in k lin g  fe e t , th e  
m a g ic  o f  h e r  c o o l ,  c le a r  little  s o p r a n o  
v o ic e . W h e n  th e  cu rta in  fe l l  h e  d id
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n o t  m o v e  u n til B ill F lin t  ja b b e d  an  e l
b o w  in to  h is  ribs.

“ S n a p  o u t  o f  it ,”  co m m a n d e d  B ill. 
“ L e t ’s stre tch . T h e  s h o w  is n ’t  so  b a d .”

J e f f r e y  tu rn e d  a n g r y  e y e s  u p o n  h im .
“ I t ’ s m a r v e lo u s !”  h e p ro c la im e d .
H e  le f t  th e  a s to n is h e d  B ill in  th e  

lo b b y  a n d  p u sh e d  in to  the street, w h e re  
th e  c o o l  n ig h t a ir  c le a re d  h is  head . I t  
w a s  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  th a t h e  see M a ry . 
B u t  w o u ld  M a r y  see  h im ?  H e  h ad  
sn u b b e d  h er . W h a t  a  f o o l  h e  h a d  been  
to  s lig h t a  g ir l lik e  th a t b e ca u se  she w a s  
a  w a itre s s  at a  su m m e r  h o te l, w h e n  
h e  k n e w  at th e tim e  that sh e  w a s  u n iq u e  
a m o n g  w o m e n .

A t  th e c o r n e r  o f  B r o a d w a y  w a s  an 
o ff ic e  o f  th e  W e s t e r n  U n io n , a n d  th is  
su g g e s te d  se n d in g  h e r  a  m essa g e . H e  
s c r ib b le d  u p o n  a  te le g ra p h  b la n k  a  n o te  
w h ic h  w a s  m o r e  e lo q u e n t  th a n  h e c o u ld  
h a v e  w r it te n  i f  h e  h a d  b e e n  q u ite  h im 
s e lf .

If Dora Gray was Mary Grew, does she 
remember an afternoon at Narragansett, 
years ago, and a boy named Jeffrey Jones, 
and the beach and the ocean and an engage
ment that was broken? I think you are 
marvelous. If I could see you for just a 
minute, perhaps I could make you remem
ber me. Jeffrey Jones.

H e  th ru st  it in to  a n  e n v e lo p e  an d  ca r 
r ie d  it to  th e s ta g e  d o o r ,  w h e r e  h e d e 
m a n d e d  th at it b e  d e liv e r e d  at on ce .

“ N o  te le g r a m s  d e liv e r e d  d u r in g  a  
p e r f o r m a n c e !”  b a rk e d  th e  a n cien t d o o r 
k e e p e r .

“ I t ’ s  n o t  a  te le g ra m , ju s t  a  n o te , a n d  
I ’ ll w a it  h e re  f o r  an  a n sw e r ,”  he 
p le a d e d  as h e tu ck e d  a  f iv e -d o lla r  b ill 
in to  a  h o r n y  p a lm .

I n  f iv e  m in u tes  th e  d o o r m a n  re 
tu rn e d  w ith  a  s c ra p  o f  p a p e r  w h ic h  h e 
h a n d e d  to  th e  im p a tien t y o u th . J e ffr e y  
re a d  it o u ts id e  in  th e a lle y  b y  th e  ligh t 
o f  th e  a r c  la m p  a b o v e  th e  s ta g e  d o o r :

Mary Grew that used to be will meet 
Jeffrey Jones for five minutes in the lobby 
of the Ritz Hotel to see if he can explain 
the broken engagement. Dora Gray.

W h a t  h a p p e n e d  d u r in g  th e  r e m a in d e r  
o f  th e  e n terta in m en t B ill F lin t  k n e w , 
b u t n o t  J e ffr e y , w h o  sa w  e v e r y th in g  
b lu rre d , lik e  o n e  w h o  has g a z e d  to o  
lo n g  at th e  sun .

“ N o w  w h e re  d o  w e  g o ? ”  d e m a n d e d  
B ill, as th ey  w o r k e d  th e ir  w a y  o u t  o f  
the th eater.

“ Y o u  g o  w h e re  y o u  lik e . I ’v e  g o t  a  
d a te .”

“ W it h  a  g ir l  in  th e  s h o w  ? S o  th a t ’ s 
w h e re  y o u  w e n t a ft e r  th e  firs t  a ct. W h y  
d id n ’ t y o u  g e t  o n e  f o r  m e ? ”

“ G o  w a y . D o n ’t b o th e r  m e . T h is  is 
d a rn  s e r io u s .”

“ Y o u , ”  r e to r te d  the a g g r ie v e d  M r . 
F lin t , “ m a y  g o  to  th e  d ick e n s . I ’ ll d o  
a  little  astu te  te le p h o n in g .”

“ G o o d  n ig h t, B il l .”
“ G o o d  n ig h t .”
J e ffr e y  h a d  a fo r t y -m in u te  w a it  in  

th e  lo b b y  o f  th e  R itz  b e fo r e  sh e  ca m e, 
a n d  th en  h e  d id  n o t  r e c o g n iz e  h e r  f o r  
a  se c o n d , b e ca u se  h e  w a s  e x p e c t in g  th e  
g o d d e s s  o f  th e m o o n , re sp le n d e n t in  
g a u z e  a n d  g em s  an d  e ffu lg e n t  in  s il
v e r  lig h t , w h ile  D o r a  w o r e  a p la in , 
b r o w n  ta ilo r e d  su it a n d  a  c lo c h e  hat 
w h ic h  o b lite ra te d  th e g lo r y  o f  h e r  h a ir  
as a sn u ffe r  sm o th e rs  th e  fla m e  o f  a 
can d le .

“ I  am  w a it in g  f o r  y o u r  e x p la n a t io n ,”  
sh e  sa id  d e m u re ly . J e f f r e y  g o g g le d  an d  
s w a llo w e d  h is A d a m ’ s a p p le , w h ic h  in 
tr u d e d  in to  h is  th ro a t  f o r  th e  first t im e  
in  h is  l i fe .

“ Y o u  o n ly  h a v e  f iv e  m in u te s ,”  
w a rn e d  th e  little  a ctress .

H e  r e c o v e r e d  in  p art.
“ I t  w ill ta k e  all m y  l i f e , ”  h e d e c la re d , 

as h e th ru st o u t a w e lc o m in g  h a n d  to  
her.

M iss  M a r y  G r e w  p la ce d  b o th  h e r  
h a n d s b e h in d  h er  b a ck .

“ T h e  e x p la n a t io n ,”  she in sisted .
H e  g r e w  v e r y  red , b u t h is  e y e s  m et 

h e rs  c o u r a g e o u s ly .
“ T h e y  r a z z e d  m e , th at fr ie n d  o f  

m in e  a n d  s o m e  o th e r s . I  w a s  a  n a sty  
y o u n g  sn ob  a n d  I  w as ash am ed  to  m eet
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a  w a itre ss . S o  I  d id n ’t g o  to  th e 
b e a c h .”

M a r y  la u g h e d  s o ft ly .
‘ ‘N o w  I ’ll sh ak e h a n d s  w ith  y o u . I f  

y o u  h a d n ’t sp o k e n  th e  tru th  I  sh o u ld  
b e  a lre a d y  o n  m y  w a y  o u t . P le a s e d  to  
m e e t  y o u  a g a in , M r . J e f f r e y  J on es . Y o u  
h a v e n ’ t ch a n g e d  m u c h . D o  y o u  lik e  
th e  s h o w ? ”

“ Y o u  w e r e  m a r v e lo u s . I  am  still 
b re a th le ss . Y o u  sa id  y o u ’d  g iv e  m e  fiv e  
m in u tes , b u t— e r— I ’d  lo v e  to  ta k e  y o u  
t o  s u p p e r .”

“ C an  y o u  a f f o r d  it ?”  sh e  d e m a n d e d .
“ R a th e r .”
“ I  s h o u ld n ’t. I  a m  e x p e c te d  h o m e . 

B u t  I  sh a ll.”
T h e y  f o u n d  a  ta b le  in  a  c o r n e r  o f  th e  

g r ill . M a r y  o r d e r e d  b a c o n  a n d  e g g s , 
a n d  J e ffr e y , w h o  c o u ld  n o t  c o n ce n tra te  
u p o n  a  b ill o f  fa r e , c o p ie d  h e r  o r d e r —  
a n y th in g  to  g e t r id  o f  th e  w a ite r .

“ P le a se  ta k e  o f f  y o u r  h a t,”  h e  
p le a d e d .

“ W h y ? ”
“ S o  I  m a y  see  y o u r  h a ir .”
S h e  y a n k e d  o f f  th e  fe lt  a b o m in a t io n  

a n d  re le a se d  a s h o w e r  o f  g o ld  th a t d a z 
z le d , w h ile  h e r  c le a r -b lu e  e y e s  sp a rk le d  
a t th e  e ffe c t  u p o n  h e r  e s co r t .

“ I ’m  n o t  as p r e t ty  as I  w a s  a t N a rra - 
g a n s e tt ,”  sh e  a sserted .

“ A  th o u sa n d  t im e s  m o r e  s o .”
“ T h a t ’ s th e  g la m o u r  o f  th e th ea ter , 

m y  fr ie n d ,”  sh e  sa id  c o ld ly . “ I f  y o u  
h a d  fo u n d  m e  w a it in g  in  a  resta u ra n t
to -n ig h t  y o u  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  n o t ic e d

^ >> m e .
“ D o n ’t  y o u  f o o l  y o u r s e l f , ”  h e  d e 

c la re d , s o  v io le n t ly  th at h e  m a d e  h er  
b e lie v e  it. W h y  n o t , s in ce  h e  b e lie v e d  
it  h im s e l f ?  “ Y o u  w o u ld  b e  p o u n c e d  
u p o n  e v e n  m o r e  q u ic k ly  a n d  d r a g g e d  
to  th e  a lta r .”

“ T h e  sa m e  o ld  s o n g .”
“ I  k n o w  n o w  w h y  I  h a v e n ’t b een  

m u c h  in te re s te d  in  g ir ls ,”  h e c o n tin u e d . 
“ I  h a v e  n e v e r  b een  in  lo v e , M a r y , d u r 
in g  a ll th ese  y e a r s .”

“ H o w  in t e r e s t in g ! A r e  y o u  t r y in g  to

te ll m e  th a t y o u  h a v e  b e e n  in  lo v e  
w it h  m e  ?”

H e  n o d d e d  d e te rm in e d ly .
“ N o  q u e s tio n  a b o u t  it .”
H e r  little  la u g h  ra n g  o u t.
“ Y o u  a re  a  s tu p id  b o y , in fa tu a te d  

w ith  an  a ctre ss . Y o u  d o n ’t k n o w  a n y 
th in g  a b o u t  m e , J e ffr e y . W h a t  d o  y o u  
k n o w  a b o u t  m y  l i f e  s in ce  I  ra n  a w a y  
fr o m  N a rra g a n se tt . B e c a u s e  I  l e f t  that 
n ig h t, a n d  y o u  m ig h t  h a v e  k e p t  th e  en 
g a g e m e n t f o r  a ll I  k n e w . I  w a s  v e r y  
y o u n g  a n d  f r ig h t fu l ly  h u m ilia te d . B u t 
w h a t d o  y o u  k n o w  o f  m e ? ”

“ R u b b is h !”  h e  re to r te d . “ W h y  d id  
y o u  m e e t m e  t o -n ig h t ?  D o u b t le s s  y o u  
h a d  lo ts  o f  in v ita t io n s .”

S h e  e y e d  h im  sp e cu la tiv e ly .
“ I  d o n ’t k n o w . A n  im p u ls e .”
“ B u t y o u  re m e m b e re d  m e  a ll th ese  

y e a r s .”
“ Y e s . A s  a  n ice  b o y  w h o  m ig h t  h a v e  

k e p t th e  en g a g e m e n t, e v e n  i f  I  d id n ’ t. 
Y o u  c o u ld  h a v e  lied  to  m e , J e f f r e y .”

“ I  w a n te d  t o ; I  th o u g h t  I  w o u ld  h a v e  
t o ;  b u t s o m e h o w  I  h a d  to  c o n fe s s  th e 
tru th . I ’m  n o t  a  sn o b  n o w , a n y w a y .”  

“ A r e n ’ t y o u ?  A f t e r  a ll, i t ’s n o t  d is 
g r a c e fu l  to  b e  seen  w ith  a  m u s ic a l -c o m 
e d y  s ta r .”

“ T h a t  w o u ld  m a k e  n o  d if fe r e n c e .”
“ I  w o n d e r . H o w  d id  y o u  k n o w  I 

w a s  p la y in g  in  ‘T h e  G ir l  F r o m  th e  
M o o n ? ’ ”

“ I  d id n ’t. I  ca m e  th e re -------- ”  H e
s ta m m e re d  a n d  flu sh ed . “ A s  a m a tter  
o f  fa c t , I  w a s  tr ic k e d  in to  g o in g . I  re
ce iv e d  th is  le t te r .”  H e  p a sse d  o v e r  th e  
m a s te rp ie ce  o f  M r . P e te r  J in k s , w h ic h  
th e  g ir l  re a d  w ith  in cre a s in g  in d ig n a 
t io n .

F lu s h in g  in  h e r  tu rn , sh e  d e m a n d e d : 
“ D o  y o u  th in k  I  w r o t e  th a t?  T h a t  

I  lo o k e d  u p  y o u r  a d d re ss  a n d  sent f o r  
y o u  ?”

H e  tr ie d  to  la y  h is  h a n d  o n  h ers , b u t 
she sn a tch e d  it a w a y  a n d  fr o w n e d  at 
h im .

“ I t ’s s o m e  s o r t  o f  p u b lic ity  stu n t,”  
h e  e x p la in e d . “ I  su p p o s e  h a l f  th e  a u d i
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en ce  had  c o p ie s  o f  th a t le tte r , b u t  I ’m  
th e  o n ly  o n e  w h o  fo u n d  m y  M a r y . I t ’ s 
lik e  fa te , is n ’t i t ? ”

" S o  th e y  h a d  th e im p u d e n ce  t o  sen d  
th a t le tte r  t o  t h o u s a n d s !”  sh e  e x 
c la im ed . “ T h a t ’ s w h y  th e  b u s in ess  
ju m p e d  to  ca p a c ity  to -n ig h t . A r c h ib a ld  
sa id  th e y  h a d  a v e r y  c le v e r  s ch e m e .”  

“ W h o  th e  d e u ce  is  A r c h ib a ld ? ”  h e 
ask ed , w ith  je a lo u s  in terest.

“ M r . L iv in g s to n e , th e  b a c k e r  o f  o u r  
s h o w . I  su p p o se  y o u  w o u ld  ca ll h im  
th e  ‘ a n g e l. ’ ”

“ T h e  a n g e l.”  H is  ey es  g r e w  h a rd . 
“ D o e s n ’t  th a t m e a n  a m a n  w h o  is  in ter 
e sted  in  a  g ir l in  th e  s h o w ? ”

“ Y e s ,”  sh e  sa id  d e fia n tly .
“ O h , I  s e e .”  H is  v o ic e  w a s  h o llo w . 
“ H e ’s in te re s te d  in  m e . H e  b a ck e d  

the sh o w  to  m a k e  m e  a star. M r . L iv 
in g s to n e  is  in  lo v e  w ith  m e  a n d  w a n ts  
m e  to  m a r r y  h im . H e  is re sp o n s ib le  
f o r  m y  s u c c e s s ; h e is  v e r y  n ice , a n d  
I  am  se r io u s ly  c o n s id e r in g  a ccep tin g  
h im .”

“ O h , b u t y o u  a re  n o t  g o in g  t o ,”  h e  
d e c la re d .

“ W h y  n o t ?  I  lik e  h im .”
“ Y o u  d o n ’t lo v e  h im , M a r y . Please 

sa y  y o u  d o n ’t !”
S h e  fr o w n e d .
“ R e a lly , w h a t d o e s  it m a tte r  t o  you ?” 

she a sk ed  c o ld ly .
“ Y o u  k n o w  it m a t te r s .”
“ Y o u  m et m e  y ea rs  a g o , sn u b b e d  m e  

— y es , y o u  d id , s in ce  y o u  b r o k e  o u r  
en g a g e m e n t— fo r g o t  all a b o u t m e  f o r  
y e a rs , a n d  n o w  y o u  a re  fa s c in a te d  b e 
ca u se  y o u  sa w  m e in  m a k e -u p  a n d  a  
p re tty  c o s tu m e .”

“ N o , it is n ’t th a t .”
“ I f  I  h a d  d ie d  in  th e y e a rs  s in ce  N a r -  

ra g a n sett y o u  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  m isse d  
m e , b eca u se  y o u  had fo r g o t te n  m e . M r . 
L iv in g s to n e  fo u n d  m e  a  jo b le s s , s tru g 
g lin g  y o u n g  a ctre ss  a n d  l i f t e d  m e  t o  th e  
to p . H e  has b een  k in d  a n d  sw eet. 
W h y  s h o u ld n 't  I  m a r r y  h im  ?”

“ Y o u  d o n 't  lo v e  h im ,”  h e  t o ld  h e r  
d o g g e d ly .

“ I ’m  n o t  su re  1 d o  n o t . Y e s ,  I  th in k  
I  d o  lo v e  h im .”

“ N o , ”  h e p e rs is te d , a lth o u g h  h e  w a s  
p a le . “ I f  y o u  lo v e d  h im  m y  n o te  w o u ld  
h a v e  g o n e  in to  th e  w a s te b a sk e t . Y o u  
c e r ta in ly  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  w a n te d  to  see  
m e  a g a in . I f  y o u  h a d  c o m e  y o u  w o u ld  
h a v e  g o n e  a w a y  in  fiv e  m in u te s . M a r y  
G r e w , it a ll p r o v e d  th at y o u  lo v e  m e .”

T h e  g ir l w a s  h a lf  fa s c in a te d , b u t sh e  
s h o o k  h e r  head .

“I d o n ’t. H o w  ca n  y o u  sa y  su ch  a 
t h in g ?  W h y ,  I  n e v e r  m et y o u  b u t o n c e  
in  m y  l i f e . ”

“ O n c e  is e n o u g h .”  H e  w a s  th e  p e r 
su a s iv e  sa lesm a n  n o w . “ I t  w a s  se r io u s  
w ith  y o u  o n  th e  b e a ch  o r  y o u  w o u ld  
n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  so  h u m ilia te d  at h a v 
in g  m e  fin d  y o u  a  w a itre ss . Y o u  w o u ld  
n o t  h a v e  th r o w n  u p  y o u r  j o b  a n d  le f t .  
I t  w a s  se r io u s  w ith  m e , o n ly  I  w o u ld n ’ t 
a d m it  it th en . W e  fe l l  in  lo v e  that a f t 
e r n o o n , M a r y , a n d  w e  h a v e n ’t g o t  o v e r  
it. T h a t ’s w h y  y o u  c a n ’t m a r r y  th is  
m a n . I t ’ s im p o s s ib le .”

“ I  p r o m is e d  to  te ll h im  t o -m o r r o w ,”  
sh e  sa id  h es ita tin g ly . “ T h is  is  in sa n 
i t y ;  y o u ’ re  m a d  a n d  y o u ’ re  m a k in g  m e  
m a d . I ’v e  g o t  to  m a r r y  h im . T h in k  
w h a t  h e  r isk e d  f o r  m e .”  S h e  se e m e d  
p le a d in g  w ith  h im  f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  sa y  
“ Y e s ”  to  A r c h ib a ld  L iv in g s to n e .

“ H e  w o n ’t lo se  h is  m o n e y ,”  sta ted  
J e ffr e y , b rea th less  b e ca u se  h e  sa w  he 
w a s  in flu e n c in g  h er . “ Y o u r  s h o w  w ill  
b e  a  b ig  h it. I t  w ill  g iv e  h im  a  p r o fit  
o n  h is  in v estm en t. H e  h a s  n o  r ig h t  
t o  d e m a n d  a n y  m o r e .”

“ P le a se , J e f f r e y ,”  sh e  b e g a n . “ A r c h i 
b a ld -------- ”

“ Y o u  c o u ld n ’t m a r r y  a  m a n  lik e  
th a t.”

“ L is te n , p lease . M r . L iv in g s to n e  
d o e s n ’t ca re  a n y th in g  a b o u t  th e  m o n e y . 
H e  fin a n ced  th e  s h o w  f o r  m y  sa k e . B e 
s id es , y o u  c a n ’t m a r r y  m e . Y o u r  fa m 
ily  w o u ld  o b je c t .”

“ H a h !  T h is  v e r y  n ig h t I ’ ll m a r r y  
y o u . W e ’ ll g o  o v e r  to  J e rse y . N o w , 
w h ile  w e  k n o w  o u r  o w n  m in d s ; b e fo r e

THE POPULAR
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h e  has a  ch a n ce  to  d a z z le  y o u  w ith  all 
h is  c o in .”

D o r a  sm iled , h a lf  a ttra cte d , h a lf  t e r 
r ified  at h is  p re c ip ita n c y .

“ Y o u  a re  q u ite  m a d , m y  d e a r . I  
c o u ld n ’t d o  a  th in g  lik e  th a t to  M r . 
L iv in g s t o n e .”

J e f f r e y  sh o t  a g la n ce  a b o u t th e  r o o m . 
T h e y  w e r e  n o w  q u ite  a lo n e ; th e  lig h ts  
w e r e  a lre a d y  d im m in g ; th e  b a ck  o f  th e  
w a ite r  w a s  tu rn e d  to w a r d  th em . I n 
c id e n ta lly , n e ith e r  h a d  to u c h e d  th e ir  ba 
c o n  a n d  e g g s .

W it h o u t  p la n , h is  r ig h t  a rm  su d 
d e n ly  w r a p p e d  i t s e lf  a b o u t  h e r  s le n d e r  
s h o u ld e rs , d r a w in g  h er , re s is t in g  v e r y  
s lig h tly , a g a in st h is  s o lid  ch est. H e  
s w o o p e d  a n d  p la n te d  a k iss  sq u a re ly  
u p o n  h er d e a r  c r im s o n  lips. A t  first 
she p re sse d  h e r  little  h a n d s  a ga in st h im , 
th e n  sh e  r e la x e d .

“ C o m e ,”  h e c o m m a n d e d . L ik e  a  g ir l 
in  a d re a m  she ro se . H e  la id  a  ten - 
d o lla r  b ill u p o n  th e  ta b le  a n d  le d  her, 
a  h y p n o t ic  s u b je c t , f r o m  th e  g r il l
r o o m .

N e x t  a ft e r n o o n  at f o u r  o ’c lo c k , 
A r c h ib a ld  L iv in g s to n e , a b o x  o f  roses  
u n d e r  h is  a rm ; w a s  u sh e re d  in to  th e  
l iv in g  r o o m  o f  th e  little  s ta r  o f  “ T h e  
G ir l  F r o m  th e  M o o n .”  D o r a  m et h im , 
a  tr i f le  p a le , a  little  fr ig h te n e d , y e t  d e 
te rm in ed .

T h e  a n g e l w a s  b e a m in g  w ith  g o o d  
n e w s  as h e  la id  h is  g i f t  u p o n  th e  tab le .

“ D o r a , m y  d e a r ,”  h e  d e c la r e d , “ w e ’v e  
w o n . T h e  s h o w  is  a  h it, a n d  th e  a d 
v a n c e  sa le  f o r  n e x t  w e e k  is e n o r m o u s . 
I t ’s d u e  to  a  d e v ic e  I  fo r c e d  o u t  o f  
th e  p re ss  a g e n t b y  th re a te n in g  to  fire  
h im . In s te a d , I  h a v e  d o u b le d  h is  sa l
a ry . Y o u  a r e  a  m a d e  w o m a n , D o r a . A  
f ix e d  lu m in a ry . A n d  n o w  I  w a n t th e 
a n s w e r  to  m y  q u e stio n . Y o u  p r o m 
is e d  to  d e c id e  t o -d a y .”

H e  m o v e d  t o w a r d  h er . S h e  re trea ted .
“ N o ,  p lea se  d o n ’t t r y  to  k iss  m e ,”  she 

p ro te s te d . “ S it  d o w n , A r c h ie . I  h a v e  
s o m e th in g  to  te ll y o u . I  k n o w  a b o u t

y o u r  p u b lic ity  d e v ic e . A  le t te r  f r o m  a  
g ir l  n a m ed  M a r y , w a s n ’t i t ? ”

T h e  b ig  m an  ch u c k le d . “ L itt le  M a r y  
sa v e d  th e  s h o w . W e  sent o u t  ten  t h o u 
sa n d  p e rso n a l le tte rs  a n d  p a ck e d  th e  
th ea ter . T h e  jo k e  w a s  th a t n o t  o n e  o f  
th em  re g is te re d  a  k ick — a sh a m ed , I  
su p p o se . A n d  y o u  b e t  th e y  lik e d  th e  
s h o w  o n c e  th e y  fo u n d  th e m se lv e s  in  
th e  th ea ter . N e a t  a n d  q u ic k  w a s  th e  
w a y  th e  tr ic k  w a s  d o n e .”

S h e  s to o d  in  f r o n t  o f  h im , u n s m ilin g .
“ A r c h ie , y o u  n e v e r  k n e w  th a t m y  

n a m e  w a s  M a r y , d id  y o u  ?”
“ W h y ,  n o .”
“ I  n e v e r  t o ld  y o u  th a t I  w o r k e d  as 

a  resta u ra n t w a itr e s s  a n d  c le r k e d  in  a  
d e p a rtm e n t s to re  b e fo r e  I  w e n t  o n  th e  
stage . Y o u  w e r e  c a r e fu l  n o t  t o  q u e s 
t io n  m e  a b o u t m y  p a s t .”

“ T h a t ’ s o v e r  a n d  d o n e  w it h ,”  h e  sa id , 
w ith  a w a v e  o f  h is b ig  h a n d . “ N o w  
y o u  a re  D o r a  G ra y , a B r o a d w a y  star 
a n d  th e  fu tu r e  M r s . A r c h ib a ld  L iv in g 
s to n e .”

“ A r c h ie , y o u r  u n p r in c ip le d  d e v ic e  
w o r k e d  o u t  q u e e r ly . I t  d r e w  to  th e  
th re a te r  a  m a n  I  h a d n ’t seen  f o r  y e a rs , 
w h o  k n e w  m e  w h e n  I  w a s  M a r y  G r e w  
a n d  w o r k e d  as a  w a itre ss  in  a su m m e r  
h o te l. I  w e n t  to  su p p e r  w ith  h im . 
W e — w e ------- ”

F u ll o f  a p p re h e n s io n , L iv in g s to n e  
w a s  o n  h is  fee t .

“ D o r a ! ”  h e cr ie d  sh a rp ly . “ W h a t  
a re  y o u  t r y in g  to  te ll m e ? ”

“ I t  w a s  y o u r  fa u lt ,”  sh e  d e c la re d , as 
w o m e n  w ill . “ R e a lly , it w a s . Y o u  
ch e a te d  ten  th o u sa n d  p e o p le  w ith  y o u r  
le tter  f r o m  M a r y . O n e  o f  y o u r  letters 
b r o u g h t  M r . J o n e s . D o n ’t lo o k  lik e  
th at, A r c h ib a ld ! ”

“ J o n e s !”  h e sh o u te d . “ J o n e s !  W e l l ,  
g o  o n .”

“ W e  w e r e  m -m -m a r r ie d  th is  m o r n 
in g ,”  sh e  m a n a g e d  to  s ta m m er.

L iv in g s to n e  d r o p p e d  b a ck  in  h is  
ch a ir , w h ite  as a  g h o st . “ O h , m y  
L o r d ! ”  h e e x c la im e d . “ J o n e s !  M a r 
r ied  ! W h e r e  d o e s  h e liv e  ?”
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S h e  la u g h ed  h y ste r ica lly .
“ R e a lly , w h a t a s tra n g e  q u e s t io n ! 

A s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t , h e  liv e s  w ith  h is 
p a ren ts  in  F la tb u s h .”

“ I  k n e w  i t !”  g r o a n e d  th e  an gel. 
“ F la t b u s h ! D o r a , I  t o ld  th e  p re ss  a g en t 
w e  m u st fin d  a  w a y  o f  d r a g g in g  M r . 
J o n e s  o f  F la tb u s h  to  th e  th ea ter . A n d  
w e  g o t  h im . O h , y e s ! H e  cam e. A  
b o o m e r a n g . T h e  tr ick  s a v e d  th e  sh o w  
a n d  lo s t y o u  to  m e . Y o u  w e r e  g o in g  
to  sa y  ‘Y e s ’ to -d a y . I  sa w  it in  y o u r  
ey es  w h e n  I  le f t  la st n ig h t .”

“ I ’m  s o r r y , A r c h ie . I t  seem s M r . 
J o n e s  a n d  I  lo v e d  ea ch  o th e r , a ll th ese  
y e a rs . I ’m  a w fu l ly  fo n d  o f  y o u , bu t 
n o t  in  th at w a y .”

“ J o n e s  o f  F la tb u s h ,”  h e rep ea ted . 
“ D o n ’t b o th e r  to  ta lk  to  m e , D o r a . I ’m  
d o n e .”

“ B u t  I  w a n t to  in tr o d u c e  m y  h u s 
b an d . H e ’s w a it in g  in  th e n e x t  r o o m .”  

“ I  c a n ’t see h im . I ’m  g o in g .”  
“ J e f f r e y  has a g re e d  to  a l lo w  m e  to  

co n t in u e  o n  th e  stage  d u r in g  th e  N e w  
Y o r k  ru n  o f  th e p ie c e ,”  sh e  sa id . “ I

w a n t y o u  to  m e e t  h im . Y o u ’ ll lik e  h im , 
A r c h ib a ld .”

“ L a te r . D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t th e  p ress  
a g e n t ’s n a m e  is ?”

“ M r . J in k s .”
“  ‘J in x . ’ A n d  I  h ire d  a m a n  w ith  a 

n a m e  lik e  th a t ! D o r a , I ’ ll m e e t M r . 
J o n e s  o f  F la tb u sh  la ter. N o w  I h a v e  
a  d u ty  to  p e r fo r m .”

H e  w a lk e d  to  th e  d o o r .
S o m e th in g  in  h is  m a n n e r  a la rm e d  

her.
“ A r c h ie ,”  she d e m a n d e d , fo l lo w in g  

h im , “ w h a t a re  y o u  g o in g  to  d o ? ”
“ F o r  b r in g in g  J o n e s  o f  F la tb u sh  to  

th e  th ea ter  I ’m  g o in g  to  k ill th e  p ress  
a g e n t ,”  h e d e c la r e d . A n d  th e n  th e  d o o r  
s la m m ed .

D o r a  flitted  to  h e r  ch a m b e r  d o o r  a n d  
o p e n e d  it.

“ C o m e  o u t, J e f f r e y ,”  sh e  co m m a n d e d . 
“ H e ’s g o n e .”

“ D a r l in g !”  e x c la im e d  th e y o u n g  h u s 
b a n d , o p e n in g  h is  a rm s.

“ S w e e t h e a r t !”  sh e  w h is p e r e d , as sh e  
s lip p ed  w ith in  th em .

THE POPULAR

In  tw o w eek s— F eb ru a ry 18th— a n ew  serial b y  F red  M aclsaac will begin in  
T h e  P o p u l a r . I t  is called “ T h e Golden L e a f ,”  and the scene o f  

the tale is the N ea r  E ast. D o n ’ t fail to read it— M r .
M a clsa a c alw ays tells a compelling story .

MR. MORGAN ON BEAUTY
p R A N K L I N  P I E R C E  M O R G A N ,  m a n -a b o u t -to w n  a n d  s ilv e r -h a ir e d  B ea u  

B ru m m e l o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  B a lt im o re , a n d  W a s h in g to n , w a s  s it t in g  in  th e lo b b y  
o f  th e  W a ld o r f  o n e  m o r n in g  la st N o v e m b e r  w h e n  h e rea d  F lo r e n z  Z ie g f e l d ’s 
a n n o u n ce m e n t  th at h e  w o u ld  tu rn  f r o m  sk in n y  to  h e a v ie r  g ir ls  in  m a k in g  u p  
th e  ch o r u s  f o r  h is  n e w  s h o w .

“ G re a t  a n d  g lo r io u s  n e w s ! ”  e x c la im e d  th e  c o n n o is s e u r  o f  fe m in in e  lo v e lin e ss . 
“ Z ie g fe ld  has h a d  so  m a n y  ch o ru se s  o f  sk in n y  g ir ls  that h e h as c o n v in c e d  th e 
A m e r ic a n  fla p p e r  th at t o  b e  e m a c ia te d  is t o  b e  b e a u t ifu l . N o w , b y  g iv in g  th e 
s tou t m a id e n s  a  s h o w in g , h e  w il l  ch a n g e  a ll that. F in e !  N o  lo n g e r  w i l l  th e  
g ir ls  o f  th is  p u issa n t a n d  p r o d u c t iv e  r e p u b lic  lo o k  as i f  th e y  g o t  th e ir  f o o d  fr o m  
th e  S a h a ra  D e s e r t , th e ir  m ilk  f r o m  th e  m ilk w e e d , th e ir  sh a p e  f r o m  a th ird  o f  a  
h o o p  a n d  th e ir  m o s t  e f fe c t iv e  a tt itu d in iz in g  f r o m  a  lo o s e ly  a r t icu la te d  a n d  a w k 
w a r d ly  p o s e d  s k e le t o n !”



By A . M. Chisholm
A u th o r  o f  H istory  in Yellow  H o r s e ,"  The M u le  K i d  o f  L o n g  A g o ,”  Etc.

Uncle Billy, one o f the real old-timers, could tell yarns about almost any subject. 
He was especially full o f reminiscences o f the old Indian-fighting days, and no man, 
surely, ever had more vivid adventures. Here he tells o f his narrowest escape.

A S T  th e  ca b in  o f  “ U n c le  B i l ly ”  
W e b s t e r  o n  th e  ou tsk irts  o f  th e 
o ld -t im e  p la c e r  ca m p  o f  Y e l lo w  

H o r s e  ca m e  a  sm a ll ca v a lca d e  o f  I n 
d ian s, b u ck s  a n d  sq u a w s  o n  to u g h , 
m o u n ta in -b re d  ca y u se s . T h e  bu ck s 
r o d e  in  a d v a n ce , b a reh ea d ed , th e ir  lo n g , 
b la ck  h a ir, b ra id e d , fa l lin g  in  f r o n t  o f  
th e ir  sh ou ld ers .

T h e y  w e r e  c la d  in d eersk in  le g g in g s  
a n d  m o cca s in s , w ith  h e re  a n d  th ere  a  
b lan k et o r  a  b u ck sk in  sh irt, f o r  th ey  
h a d  n o t  y e t  a d o p te d  w h ite  m a n ’ s 
a p p a re l. B e h in d  ro d e  th e  sq u a w s, o ld  
an d  y o u n g , w ith  an  o c ca s io n a l flash  o f  
g a y  c a lico . O n  th e b a ck  o f  o n e  y o u n g  
w o m a n , la ce d  in  a d e e rsk in  p o c k e t  o n  
a  b a ck b o a rd — th e  In d ia n  c ra d le — w it h

m e re ly  th e  fa c e  e x p o s e d , w a s  a b r o n z e 
fa c e d  b a b y , its  so le m n  b la ck  ey es  star
in g  o u t  u p o n  the c h a n g in g  w o r ld  o f  its 
a n ce s to rs . A p p a r e n t ly  th e co m p a n y  
h a d  b e e n  o n  a  s h o p p in g  e x p e d it io n , f o r  
sev era l p a ck  p o n ie s  w e r e  lad en  w ith  an  
a sso rtm e n t o f  the w h ite  m a n ’ s  g o o d s .

S h u ffle  an d  pad , sh u ffle  a n d  p a d . D u st  
p u ffin g  f r o m  ben ea th  th e  fa l lin g  h o o fs .  
B o n e le ss , sp in e less , ea sy  b o b  a n d  g iv e  
o f  b o d ie s , b y  r id e rs  b o r n  to  th e  back  
o f  a  h o rse . T h e n  th e y  w e re  g o n e  d o w n  
th e tra il, v a n ish in g  in to  th e  still u n 
p e o p le d  im m e n s ity  o f  th e  o ld  W e s t .

U n c le  B illy , sea ted  b y  th e  d o o r  o f  h is 
ca b in , v ie w e d  th e  r id e rs  w ith  d ist in ct 
d isa p p ro v a l in  h is  f r o s t y  o ld  ey es  w h ich , 
in  a  lo n g  ca re e r  o n  th e  fr o n t ie r , h ad
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p e e re d  d o w n  rifle  sigh ts  w ith  lik e  b ro n z e  
b o d ie s  as o b je c t iv e . F o r  rea son s  
w h ich  w e re  su fficien t to  h im  a n d  e x 
tre m e ly  p e rso n a l, h e  w a s  n o t  fo n d  o f  
In d ia n s .

U n c le  B il ly  w as th e  p a tr ia rch  o f  th e 
c a m p ; he o w n e d  to  so m e  sev en ty  sn ow s . 
A l l  h is l i fe  had  b een  sp en t o n  the f r o n 
t i e r ;  a n d  h e  p o sse sse d  a  fu n d  o f  re m i
n isce n ce  w h ich , a u th en tic  o r  o th e rw ise , 
th ere  w a s n o  m ea n s  o f  v e r i fy in g  o r  c o n 
tra d ictin g , the a c to r s  liv in g  in  h is 
m e m o r y  o r  im a g in a tio n  h a v in g  lo n g  
s in ce  p a ssed  f r o m  the stage . H e  w as a  
r e lic  o f  an  ea r lie r  a n d  m o r e  p r im itiv e  
d a y , a g re a t , g a u n t fra m e  o f  a m an , 
d r ie d  b y  the y ea rs  a n d  th e ir  suns and  
w in d s ;  w h ich  d e s ic ca t in g  p ro ce s s , h o w 
e v e r , h e e n d e a v o re d  to  m o d i fy  b y  m o is t
e n in g  h is  b e in g  w ith  a lco h o l. In  h is  
ca se  at least it seem ed  to  h a v e  a p r e 
serv a tiv e  e f fe c t  an d  litt le  o r  n o  o th er. 
H e  w a s  still as to u g h  as a  p in e  k n o t , 
r e a so n a b ly  a ctiv e , a n d  re g a rd e d  h im s e lf  
as o n e  o f  th e b o y s  in  w h a te v e r  w a s  g o 
in g  o n .

H is  c o m p a n io n  o n  th is o c c a s io n  w a s  
a g en tlem a n  n am ed  H a le , a  p ilg r im  o f  
lite ra ry  p ro c liv it ie s  f r o m  th e F a r  E a s t , 
th en  in  Y e l lo w  H o r s e  w ith  a  v ie w  to  
p r o c u r in g  data  f o r  a p r o je c t e d  w o r k  o n  
th e h is to ry  o f  A m e r ic a n  settlem en t. H e  
w a s  d e e p ly  in terested  in th e W e s t ,  its 
m a n n ers  an d  its in h a b ita n ts , a n d  th e in 
fo r m a t io n  h e w a s  g e tt in g  w a s  at t im e s  
sta rtlin g .

T h is  w a s h is  first c lo s e -u p  o f  th e 
w e s te rn  In d ia n . H e  p o sse sse d  a  
s lig h t a cq u a in ta n ce  w ith  th e b a sk et
w e a v in g , c a n o e -b u ild in g , tam ed  a n d  

.tro u s e re d  rem n an ts  o f  o n ce  m ig h ty  
tr ib es  o f  th e  E a s t ; b u t th ese  re d  m en  
w e r e  d if fe re n t . T h e y  w e re , in  fa c t , sa v 
a g e s . O n  the fr o n t ie r  o f  w h ich  Y e l lo w  
H o r s e  w a s  an o u tp o s t , th e  v a n g u a rd  o f  
c iv iliz a t io n  and  th e  su llen  r e a r  o f  sav 
a g e r y  to u ch e d , an d  still o c ca s io n a lly  
c la sh ed . T h o u g h  th e o ld  p o w e r  o f  th e 
In d ia n  n a tion s  h a d  b een  b ro k e n , th ere  
w e re  still s p o ra d ic  u p ris in g s , m u rd e rs

o f  lo n e  p r o s p e c to r s  a n d  sm all p arties  
in  th e h ills , a n d  o c ca s io n a lly  a m a ssa cre  
o n  a  la rg e r  sca le . H e  a sk ed  th e o ld  
fr o n t ie rs m a n  f o r  in fo r m a t io n  as to  the 
m en  w h o  h ad  p a ssed .

“ T h e m  b u c k s ,”  U n c le  B illy  rep lied , 
“ is S h o sh o n e s , a n d  lik e ly  th e y  b e lo n g s  
t o  th e ou tfit  o f  o ld  T im b e r  H o s s — the 
H o s s  a n d  h is  n ep h ew , D ig g in ’ B a d g e r , 
b e in ’  a s  e x c ’ len t m u rd e re rs  as y o u ’ll 
fin d  in  a  m o n th ’ s h un t. T h e m  In ju n s , 
n o w , h ad  flo u r , c a ’ tr id g e s  a n d  b lan k ets , 
f o r  w h ich  I  s ’p o s e  th e y ’v e  tra d e d  sk in s, 
an d  s o  is u p h o ls te re d  to  eat, m u rd e r  a n d  
s leep  a ll c o m fo r t a b le .”

“ D o  y o u  m ean  that th o se  In d ia n s  a re  
h o s t i le ? ”  M r . H a le  q u er ied  in  a s to n 
ish m en t.

“ T h e s e  y e r e  In d ia n s ,”  U n c le  B illy  re 
tu rn e d , “ is w h a t y o u -a ll  ca lls  ‘ o p p o r 
tu n is ts .’  T h e y  d o n ’t m a k e  w a r  m e d ’c in e  
an d  u p rise  in  a b o d y  o p e n ly , b eca u se  
th ey  fig g e r  it ’ s t o o  h a rd  a g a m e  rig h t 
n o w . H a l f  a d o z e n  w h ite  m en , a rm ed  
a n d  k e e p in ’ th e ir  ey es  op e n , is s a fe  
e n o u g h . W h a t  th em  In ju n s  d o e s  is t o  
la y  f o r  e a sy  p re y , lik e  a  lo n e  p r o s p e c 
to r  o r  a  fe w  t r u s t fu l  p ilg r im s , a n d  l i f t  
th e ir  h a ’ r . T h e m  In ju n s  a in ’ t tam ed  
d o w n  n o n e ; th e y ’ re  m e re ly  p ru d e n t .”

“ P e rh a p s  y o u  h a v e  h ad  so m e  in terest
in g  p e rso n a l e x p e r ie n ce s  w ith  In d ia n s ,”  
M r . H a le  su g g ested .

“ M y  e x p e r ie n ce s  w ith  I n ju n s ,”  
U n c le  B illy  re sp o n d e d , “ has b een  a h eap  
p e rs ’na l. T h e y  starts ea r ly . A n d  b a ck  
o f  m e  th a r ’ s th e  ex p erien ce 's  o f  o th ers  
o f  m y  b lo o d — m y  m a ’ s o ld  g en t h a v in ’ 
b e e n  sh o t an d  sca lp e d  in  h is  c l ’a r in ’ in 
s ig h t o f  h is  w i fe  b e fo r e  m y  m a  is b o rn . 
T h a t  g r a n d  o ld  la d y  land m y  e ld est 
u n c le , w h ic h  is  th en  a b o y  o f  tw e lv e , 
s la m s-to  th e ca b in  d o o r , a n d  w ith  b u ck 
sh ot and  bu llet stan d s ofif th em  savages  
till h e lp  a rriv es .

“ S o  it a in ’t to  b e  w o n d e r e d  at that 
m y  m a  d o n ’t lik e  In ju n s  m u ch . A s  I  
te lls  y o u  a lrea d y , she ’ s th e b e s t  g ir l  I n 
ju n  sh o t in  S q u ir ’l  R u n ;  a n d  h e r  g ir l
h o o d ’ s c o lle c t io n  o f  sca lp s— s ix  o f  th em
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t ro p h ie s  th ere  is— h a n g s  fra m e d  fa n cy  
o n  th e  w a ll o f  m y  c h ild h o o d ’s h om e  b e 
n eath  a  m o tte r  w o r k e d  in  w o o l , re a d in ’ : 
‘ L o v e  O n e  A n o t h e r . ’

“ A n d  ev en  w h en  she a ssu m es  th e  re 
sp on sib ilit ie s  o f  a  fa m ily , h er  h a n d  d o n ’t 
fo r g e t  its  g ir l is h  cu n n in .’ M y  m e m ’-  
ries g o e s  b a ck  to  a  su n n y  S a tu rd a y  
m o r n in ’ w h en  a t th e m a tu re  a g e  o f  e igh t 
I ’m  p la y in ’ w ith  a p o p g u n  m ad e  o u t ’n a 
b o r e d  e ld e r  r o d , a  ra m m e r  an d  a p lu g . 
M y  o ld  g en t is a w a y  p ick in ’ c o r n  to  
m ill to  be  g r o u n d  in to  h o m ’n y  a n d  m ea l, 
a n d  m a  a n d  us ch ild re n  is  a lon e , the 
n ea rest ca b in  b e in ’ fiv e  m iles  a w a y .

“ M y  ch ild ish  im a g in a tio n  tu rn s  m y  
B ro th e r  S id , a g e d  s ix , in to  a n  In ju n  
c h ie f ,  a n d  h a v in ’ sh o t h im  a ll sa tis - 
fa c t ’r y  w ith  m y  w o o d e n  g u n  I ’m  tr y in ’ 
t o  l i f t  h is ha ’ r  w ith  a  w o o d e n  k n ife , a 
p r o c e s s  to  w h ich  S id  o b je c ts . M y  little  
S is te r  E m m y , a  y e lle r -h a ire d  to t  o f  fo u r , 
is f o o l in ’ a b o u t o n  th e  f lo o r , th e b a b y  
is in  h is  c ra d le , w h ich  is  a  d u g -o u t  
lo g  o n  r o ck e rs , a n d  m y  m a  is  b e n d in ’ 
o v e r  th e  w a sh tu b , a ll la d y lik e  an d  
seren e . A l l  is p e a c e fu l as  a  b ir d ’s nest, 
e x c e p t  f o r  S id , w h o  em its  a  y o w l  a t m y  
a ttem p ts  to  sca lp  h im . A n d  a t th is  p ’ int 
m y  m a  ta k es  a  h a n d  in  m y  ch ild ish  
g a m e , w h ich  sh e ’ s b een  so r te r  r id in ’ 
h e rd  on .

“  ‘ T h a t  a in ’t n o  w a y  to  l i f t  h a ’ r, 
W i ly u m ,’ says m y  m a ; ‘ that a in ’t the 
w a y . Y o u  w a n t to  learn  h o w  to  sca lp  easy  
a n d  g r a c e fu l  an d  h ave  so m e  sty le  a b o u t 
y o u . J es t w in d  y o u r  l e f t  h a n d  in to  
th e  sca lp  lo c k  lik e  th is— h o ld  still, S i d ; 
m a m m y  a in ’ t g o in ’ t o  h u rt  y o u — ru n  the 
a id g e  o f  y o u r  k n ife  c lea n  a r o u n d  o n c e  
a n d  th en  u n d er , lik e  y o u  w a s  lo o s e n in ’ 
a  b a co n  r in d , g iv e  a tw is t  o f  y o u r  le f t  
w r is t , an d  o f f  that sca lp  c o m e s  s lick  
a n d  c le a n .’  A n d  h a v in ’ thus p ’ in ted  o u t 
th e b e tte r  w a y , b r in g in ’ m e  u p  p ro p e r , 
m a  g o e s  b a ck  to  the tu b  a n d  I  resu m es  
m y  p la y .

“ S u d d e n ly  th e  ca b in  d o o r  d a rk en s . 
T h r o u g h  it , s o f t - f o o t e d ,  n o ise less  as an  
o w l ’ s w in g s  a n d  s w if t  a s  a  h a w k ’s sh a d -

d e r , s lip s t w o  S h a w n ee  b u ck s , b a r e  t o  
th e ir  b r it ch c lo u ts  an d  m o cca s in s . T h e y  
a in ’t p a in ted  f o r  w a r , bu t th e y ’ re  a rm ed  
f o r  it. T h e y ’ re  y o u n g  m en , o n  the 
p r o w l f o r  a p ic k -u p , sech  as a  cabin 
w ith  the m an  a w a y  a n d  m e re ly  d e fe n se , 
less w o m e n  an d  ch ild r e n  o f fe r s . L ik e  
e n o u g h  th e y ’v e  w a tch e d  m y  o ld  g e n t o u t 
o f  s ig h t o n  h is  w a y  to  m ill. T h e y  m ay  
ju s t  steal, o r  th e y  m a y  k ill, o r  b o th , d e 
p e n d in ’ o n  h o w  th e  fa n c y  h a p p en s  to  
tak e  ’ em .

“ L o o k in ’ b a ck  to  th at fa r  m o r n in ’ , I  
ca n  see the lig h t  sh in in ’ o n  th e ir  c o p p e r  
h id es  a n d  th e p la y  o f  th e  m u sc le s  b e 
n eath , th e ir  b la ck  e y e s , a n d  w id e , c ru e l 
m o u th s  s tre tch ed  in g r in s  sh o w in ’ th e ir  
teeth  lik e  v ic io u s  d o g s . T h a t  scen e  
stan ds c l ’ a r -e tch e d  in  m e m ’ ry .

“ A t  s ig h t o f  th em  b u ck s , se ch  is th e  
in flu en ce  o f  ea r ly  tra in in ’ , I  tu rn s m y  
p o p g u n  u p o n  ’e m  a n d  takes a im , th o u g h  
y o u n g  as I  b e  I  rea lizes  th e  in e ffe c tu a l
ness o f  that w e a p o n . M y  m a  fe tch e s  
h e r  h an d s o u t ’n th e  su d s a n d  starts 
d r y in ’ th em  o n  h er  a p ro n . S h e  a in ’t 
d is c o m p o s e d , m y  m a  a in ’ t, n o t  a  m ite , 
a t  least to  sh o w  it. S h e  tak es  h e r  tim e , 
w ip in ’ h er  fin g ers  s lo w  a n d  c a r e fu l  as 
i f  she a im s to  take a  g o o d  d ry  g r ip  o f  
som eth in g .

“ ‘W h a t  d o  y o u  In ju n s  w a n t? ’ says 
m y  m a.

“  ‘ E a t ,’ says o n e  o f  th e  sa v a g es , ru b - 
b in ’  h is  c o p p e r  s to m a ch  to  sign ify  
h u n g er.

“ ‘Y o u  g it  o u t  o f  y e r e ,’ says m y  m a  
‘ P u ll y o u r  fr e ig h t  so m e  su d d en , o r  
y o u ’ ll w ish  y o u  h a d .’

“ B u t  th e savage , w ith  a g r in , rea ch es  
o u t a n d  seizes little  E m m y . T a k in ’ h e r  
b y  h e r  little , fa t  la ig s  h e  sw in g s  h er  
rou n d  h is  h ea d . N a c h ’ra lly  E m m y  
screa m s, an d  I  sees m y  m a ’ s fa ce  g r o w  
w h ite .

“  ‘ I f  p a le fa ce  sq u a w  d o n ’t g iv e  In ju n  
g ru b , I  k ill th is  p a p o o s e ,’ says th is  b u ck .

“  ‘Y o u  b e tch a ,’  says h is  ch u m , a p 
p r o v in ’ .

“ N a c h ’ ra lly  th ey  d o n ’t say it ju s t  lik e
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that, bu t th a t’ s w h a t th ey  m ea n — an d  
th e y  s h o re ly  m ea n  it.

“  ‘Y o u  let th at ch ild  a lo n e  an d  w a it 
a  m in u te , a n d  I ’ ll g it  so m e th in g  f o r  y o u , ’  
says m y  m a ; a n d  th e savage  sets d o w n  
E m m y , b u t h o ld s  h e r  g r ip p e d  b y  th e 
h a ’ r.

“ M y  m a  fe tc h e s  d o w n  th e  sk ille t o f f ’n  
its  p e g  a n d  ra k e s  th e  a sh es  o f f ’n th e  
c o a ls — th em  d a y s th ar a in ’ t n o  s tov es , 
le a s tw ise  n o t  w ith  u s— a n d  g o e s  o v e r  
to  th e  f lo u r  b a r ’ l. A b o v e  th a t b a r ’ l  is  
a  s h e lf , h ig h  o u t ’n  th e  w a y  o f  us ch il
d re n , an d  I  k n o w  w h a t ’ s  k e p t  th a r , 
h a v in ’ h a d  m y  y o u n g  h id e  ta n n ed  to  a  
fr a z z le  f o r  t r y in ’ to  c lim b  u p  to  it. M a  
l i f t s  th e  k iv e r  o f f ’ n  th e  f lo u r  b a r ’ l w ith  
h e r  le f t  h and  a n d  rea ch es  u p  h er  r ig h t  
t o  th e  s h e lf  lik e  she w a s  a ft e r  a  d ish  
o r  s o m e th in ’ . T h e n  sh e  d r o p s  th e  k iv e r  
o n  the f lo o r , w h ee ls , a n d  th a r  sh e  is  
fr a m e d  u p  w ith  a  tw o -b a r ’ l ’ d  p is to l 
a b o u t  f o r t y  c a lib e r  in  h er  r ig h t  h and , 
a n d  c o c k e d .

“  ‘W u g h ! ”  says th e  sa v a g e  w h o  h o ld s  
E m m y ; a n d  ‘W a u g h ! ’  sa y s  h is  fr ie n d , 
w h ich  m a y b e  h a s  a  d i f f ’ ren t sh a d e  o f  
m e a n in ’ .

“ B u t th em  re m a rk s  is in  th e n a tu re  o f  
v a le d ic t ’ r ies . S m o k e  p o u rs  o u t o f  m a ’ s 
r ig h t  h and , th e  ro a r  o f  th e  o ld  p is to l 
bea ts  o n  m y  y o u th fu l  e a rs  a n d  fills  th e 
c a b in ;  a n d  th em  t w o  In ju n s  c o m e s  
d o w n , o n e  stra ig h t a h e a d  o n  h is  fa ce  
lik e  a n  o tte r  g o in ’  d o w n  a s lid e , a n d  
th e  o th e r  d o u b le d  u p , sa g g in ’  a t th e 
k n ees  an d  m id d le , lik e  th e y ’v e  b een  
s tru ck  b y  je d g m e n t , as lik e ly  th e y  be. 
T h e m  o ld  p is to ls  at t w e lv e - f o o t  ran ge  
is  d ea d ly  as  a b u f f ’ lo  g u n . T h e m  sa v 
a g es  is  in  th e h a p p y  h u n tin ’ g ro u n d s  
b e fo r e  th e y  ca n  sm ell th e p o w d e r .

“ M y  m a  th en  g iv e s  m e  a  y o u th fu l 
le sso n  w h ich  I ’v e  n e v e r  f o r g o t .  B e fo r e  
she lo o k s  a t th em  In ju n s  sh e  re lo a d s  
th at p is to l f r o m  p o w d e r  h o rn  an d  bu llet 
p o u ch .

“  ‘A lw a y s  re m e m b e r , W i ly u m , ’ she 
in stru cts  m e , ‘ a n d  y o u , to o , S id , t o  lo a d  
y o u r  g u n  b e f o r e  y o u  p ic k  u p  y o u r

g a m e .’ T h e n  sh e  tu rn s th e m  b u ck s  
o v e r  a n d  seem s a  m ite  p u t o u t. ‘ I  w as 
a im in ’ f o r  that s a v a g e ’ s r ig h t  e y e , an d  
y e r e ’ s th e h o le  a w a y  o f f  to  th e  le f t  u p  
in  h is  fo r w a r d , ’ sh e  says so r te r  f r e t fu l .  
‘W h e n  I  w a s a  g ir l  I ’d  h a v e  d o n e  n ea ter  
w o r k ;  b u t a  w o m a n  w ith  fo u r -c h i ld r e n  
d o n ’t  g it  n o  ch a n ce  to  k e e p  u p  h er  
s tu d ies  in  th e fin e  a rts. H o w e v e r , it 
d o e s  th e  t r ick .’  A n d  sh e  g iv e s  that 
s a v a g e ’s  s c a lp  lo c k  a  tu g  a n d  lo o k s  
a r o u n d . ‘W ily u m ,’  she sa y s  t o  m e , ‘ y o u  
ru n  o u t  to  th e  sm o k e h o u se  an d  fe t c h  
m e  in  th e b o o tc h e r  k n i fe . ’  ’ ’

A n d , h a v in g  co n c lu d e d  th is  re m i
n is ce n ce  o f  the s to rm y  d a ys o f  th e  o ld  
fr o n t ie r  o f  h is c h ild h o o d , the p a tr ia rch  
re filled  h is p ip e , lig h ted  it a n d  sm o k e d  
in  co n te m p la tiv e  s ilen ce .

“ T h a t  e x p e r ie n c e  m u st h a v e  m a d e  a  
p r o fo u n d  im p re s s io n  u p o n  y o u r  y o u n g  
m in d ,”  h is  a u d ito r  c o m m e n te d . “ H o w  
d id  it  a f fe c t  y o u ?  W e r e  y o u r  ch ild ish  
s lu m b ers  d is tu rb e d  b y  f r ig h t fu l  d rea m s 
o f  s a v a g e s ? ”

“ N o , I  d o n ’ t d re a m  a b o u t  th em  sav
a g es  th a t I  re m e m b e rs  o f , ”  U n c le  B illy  
rep lied . “ B u t  b e h o ld in ’ h o w  m y  m a 
rak es in  that p a ir , I ’m  filled  w ith  ch ild 
ish  a m b it io n  to  g it  o n e  o r  m o r e  f o r  m y 
s e lf . S o ,  w a tc h in ’ m y  ch a n ce , a day  
o r  tw o  a ft e r  I  stea ls d o w n  m y  o ld  g e n t ’ s 
r ifle  f r o m  w h a r  it  h a n g s  o n  the w a ll, 
e q u ip s  m y s e l f  w ith  h is  p o w d e r  h o r n  an d  
b u lle t p o u ch , a n d  g o e s  o u t  in to  the 
p r im e v a l fo r e s t  o n  a  lo n e  h u n t f o r  I n 
ju n s .

“ I  d o n ’ t g it  n o  In ju n s , b u t I  g its  lo s t  
f o r  a  d a y  a n d  tw o  n ig h ts , an d  w h y  a 
w o l f  o r  so m e th in ’  d o n ’t p ick  m e  u p  is 
a  m y s t ’ ry . W h e n  I ’m  fo u n d  an d  fe d  
a n d  rested  u p , m y  o ld  g en t, w h o  d o n ’t 
o v e r lo o k  m u ch , tak es  a  h ic k ’ r y  g a d  and  
m ak es an  im p re ss io n  w h ich  w ip e s  ou t 
th a t m en ta l o n e  y o u  sp eak s o f ,  co m p le te . 
I  s leeps on  m y  s tom a ch  f o r  a  w e e k ; a n d  
w h ile  I  d o n ’t g iv e  u p  th e  id e e  o f  k illin ’  
In ju n s  en tire , I  s o r te r  d e fe r s  it f o r  a  
fe w  y ea rs .

“ T h e  n e x t  e p is o d e  w ith  In ju n s  in to
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it  th at I  reca lls  is a f t e r  I  c o m e s  W e s t ;  
a n d  th at tim e  I ’m  so  c lo s e  to  le a v in ’ th is  
v a in  w o r ld  b eh in d  that it ’ s ju s t  a  teeter 
b a la n ce . L o o k in ’ b a ck  o n  a  lo n g  l i f e  I  
re g a rd s  it as th e  n a rro w e s t  sh ave  I  ev er  
h as, a n d  lik e w is e  a  t o l ’ ab le  h a rd  p la y , 
th o u g h  it a in ’t m in e . O n ly  f o r  w h at 
o ld  M a jo r  C a lh ou n  P la tt  ca lls  m y  ‘ g o o d  
sp ir it ’ I ’d  sh o re  h a v e  m a d e  th e  ju m p  
in to  l i f e  ev e r la s t in ’ ah ead  o f  H o p p in ’ 
C r o w .”

“ T e ll  m e  a b o u t it ,”  th e  p ilg r im  re 
q u e s te d . “ W h o  w a s  H o p p in g  C r o w ?  
B u t  firs t , w h a t d o  y o u  m ea n  b y  y o u r  
‘g o o d  sp ir it  ? ’  ”

“  ‘A  g o o d  s p ir it ,’ ”  U n c le  B illy  e x 
p la in e d , “ is a n  In ju n  id e e  f o r  a  s o r te r  
p e r s ’n a l P r o v id e n c e . In ju n s  m o s t ly  
ru n s to  b a d  sp ir its  a n d  d e v i l s ;  b u t t o  
o f f s e t  th em  e v ’ ry  I n ju n  pu ts  it  u p  th at 
h e  has a  p e r s ’nal g o o d  sp ir it  lo o k in ’  o u t  
h is  g a m e . T h is  sp ir it  m a y  ta k e  the 
f o r m  o f  a  ra b b it o r  a  b u f f ’ lo  b ir d , in  
w h ic h  ca se , o f  c o u r s e , h e sees it  f r e 
q u e n t , o r  it m a y  b e  in  th e  w in d  o r  in  a 
c lo u d , o r  n o th in ’ a t a ll. L o n g  as th is  
sp ir it  is  w o r k in ’ a n d  h e  d o n ’t  o f fe n d  it 
n o n e , h e ’ s a ll r ig h t . I t  g iv e s  h im  
w a r n in ’ o f  en em ies  a n d  d a n g e rs , p u lls  
h im  th r o u g h  tig h t p la ces  a n d  g e n ’ ra lly  
c o n fe r s  lu ck . B u t  i f  it q u its  h im  h e ’ s 
o p e n  a n d  d e fe n se le ss , a n d  h e  m ig h t as 
w e ll  th r o w  in  h is  h an d , f o r  h e ’ s ou th e ld  
b y  ill fo r tu n e  a n d  h e  w o n ’t  last lo n g . 
T h a t ’s th e  g o o d  sp ir it.

“ T h e  ev en ts  I  speaks o f  tak es p la ce  
a f t e r  the e p iso d e  o f  th em  ru stle rs , w h ich  
I  rela tes o f  b e fo r e . I ’m  still w o r k in ’  
f o r  M a jo r  C a lh o u n  P la tt , a n d  h im  a n d  
m e  h a s  a  fr e ig h t  ou tfit  c o n s is t in ’  o f  tw o  
e ig h t-m u le  team s a n d  fo u r  w a g o n s , 
tra il a n d  lea d , t o  ea ch  team . I ’m  a  la d  
c r o w d in ’ tw e n ty  y ea rs , b u t b ig  f o r  m y  
a g e  a n d  s tro n g , a n d  as I  sa v v ie s  m u les  
I ’ m  as g o o d  on  th e jo b  as a  m an . T h e  
m a jo r  h as h is fa u lts , lik e  d r in k in ’ t o o  
m u c h  w h isk y  a n d  b e in ’  s o r te r  absen t 
m in d e d  a b o u t p a y  d a y s ; b u t  th e  firs t  is 
m o s t ly  h is  o w n  b u sin ess , an d  as  t o  th e 
la s t I ’v e  lo s t  a  b e t  o f  th ree  m o n th s '

m u le  sk in n in ’ a g a in st d o u b le  w a g es  as 
to  w h ich  o f  us d o w n s  th at ru stle r  w h ich  
it  tu rn s o u t n e ith er  o f  us d o n ’ t d o w n , 
so  th is fo r g e t fu ln e s s  d o n ’t m atter. T h e  
m a jo r  a n d  m e  has s h o o k  d o w n  to g e th e r , 
a n d  w e ’ re  a  tea m . M o s t ly  w e  g its  
a lo n g  a ll r igh t.

“ I t ’ s a b o u t th is  t im e  that th e  m a jo r  
b e co m e s  w o r r ie d  a b o u t In ju n s . T h a r ’ s 
a lw a y s  m o r e  o r  less  o f  ’ em , b u t th is  is 
a  b an d  u n d e r  a  c h ie f  n am ed  H o p p in ’ 
C r o w , w h ich  a lso  is  a  s o r te r  p ro p h e t  
in fe s t in ’  a ro u n d , a n d  w h e th e r  it ’ s the 
resu lt o f  th e ir  p re se n ce  o r  n o t , th a r ’ s 
v a r io u s  p r o s p e c to r s  m iss in ’ , a n d  som e  
sm all p a rtie s  a n d  o n e  w a g o n  tra in  w ip ed  
ou t. T h e  m a jo r  d o n ’t lik e  th e  id e e  o f  
th em  In ju n s , a n d  sa y s  so  to  an  a rm y  
ca p ta in  th a t’s su p p o se d  to  b e  so r te r  re p 
re se n tin ’ th e  g o v ’m en t a n d  m a k in ’ 
th in g s  s a fe  f o r  w h ites . T h is  ca p ta in  is 
f r o m  so m e w h e re  b a ck  E a st, a n d  he 
ch e r ish e s  th e  d e lu s ion s  a b o u t  In ju n s  
c o m m o n  w h a r  th e y ’v e  all b e e n  sh o t o f f  
lo n g  a g o .

“  ‘A l l  th em  In ju n s  w a n t is  t o  b e  let 
a lo n e  t o  p u rs u e  th e ir  s im p le  liv e s ,’ says 
th is  ca p ta in . ‘ S o m e  w h ite  m iscrea n ts  
has sh ot se v ’ ra l o f  H o p p in ’ C r o w ’s 
y o u n g  m en , and  n a ch ’ ra lly  h e d o n ’t like  
it. B u t he a in ’ t r e v e n g e fu l. I  ta lks 
w ith  h im , te llin ’ h im  w h a t ’ s  w hat, a n d  
I  find s h im  a  p e a c e fu l a n d  in te llig en t 
s a v a g e .’

“  ‘ I  a in ’ t a sp e rs in ’ h is  in te llig en ce  
n o n e ,’ says th e m a jo r . ‘ H e ’ s r igh t 
c r a ft y . B u t  i f  y o u  th in k  h e ’s p e a ce fu l 
it ’ s a re fle c t io n  o n  y o u r  o w n  sense. H e ’ s 
a  m u rd e re r , a n d  g iv e  h im  th e ch a n ce . 
I ’ ll b e t a h u n d re d  d o lla rs , i f  y o u  co m b s  
h is  lo d g e s  c lo s e  e n o u g h  y o u ’ll fin d  fre sh  
w h ite  sca lp s . A n d  I ’ ll te ll y o u  w h at 
I ’ ll d o :  Y o u  ta k e  y o u r  lo n g -k n iv e s  an d  
w a lk -a -h e a p s  a n d  w ip e  o u t H o p p in ’  
C r o w  an d  h is  o u tfit , a n d  I ’ ll k e e p  y o u  
in  fr e e  w h isk y  f o r  a  y e a r .’

“  ‘ A r e  y o u  try in ’  to  b r ib e  m e  to  c o m 
m it m u r d e r ? ’ th e  ca p ta in  ask s, h a u g h ty .

“  ‘ K ill in ’  In ju n s  a in ’t  m u r d e r ,’ the 
m a jo r  p o in ts  o u t. ‘A n d , i f  y o u  d o n ’t
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lik e  w h isk y , I ’m  a  p o r e  m an , b u t I ’ ll 
m a k e  it ch a m p a g n e .’

“ B u t the ca p ta in  re fu s e s  th is  p la in  
b u sin ess  p r o p o s it io n  a n d  ta lks o f  w r it in ’ 
to  th e  g o v ’m en t an d  h a v in ’ th e  m a jo r  
sh o v e d  in  th e ca la b o o se .

“  ‘ A l l  th em  In ju n s  w a n ts  is  a sq u a r ’ 
d ea l fr o m  the w h ite s ,’ h e  w in d s  up . 
‘ In ju n s  is g o o d  p e o p le , trea ted  r igh t. 
T h e y ’s h um an  b e in ’s, sam e as  u s .’

“  ‘W h ic h  re m a r k ,’ says th e  m a jo r , 
‘m e r e ly  sh o w s  y o u r  a b y sm a l ig n ’ ran ce  
o f  th ese  In ju n s . I f  y o u  d o n ’t  ch a n g e  
y o u r  v ie w s , s o m e  d a y  y o u ’ll lo s e  y o u r  
h a ’ r . ’ W h ic h  p r o p h e c y  c o m e s  tru e  in 
le ss ’n  a  y e a r , that cap ta in  an d  tw en ty  
t r o o p e r s  b e in ’ w ip e d  o u t  b y  S io u x  
w h ich  he d eem s fr ie n d ly  till t o o  late.

“ H o w e v e r , w e  k eep s  o n  fre ig h t in ’ , 
th o u g h  the m a jo r  is  w a tc h fu l as a b u ck  
w h a r  w o lv e s  is  ru n n in ’ a n d  n ig h  as 
n e r v o u s . N o w  an d  th en  In ju n s  ap p ears 
a lo n g  o u r  r o u te  o r  strays casu a l in to  
ca m p . T h e y  d o n ’ t b o th e r  us n o n e , o u t 
s id e  o f  ju s t  b e in ’ thar, m o r e ’n o cca s io n a l 
a sk in ’ f o r  g ru b , to b a c k e r  o r  w h isk y . 
T h e y  m a y  b e lo n g  to  H o p p in ’ C r o w ’ s 
b a n d  o r  th ey  m a y  n o t . B u t w e  has an 
o n e a sy  fe e l in ’ that th e y ’ s s o r te r  stack in ’  
us u p  w ith  a  sp ecia l ey e  to  o u r  h a ’ r. W e  
g iv e s  ’ em  a b o u t w h a t th e y  a sk s f o r ,  e x 
ce p t  w h isk y — the a b ’ r ig ’ nal s to m a ch  
n o t  b e in ’  tu n ed  to  tak e  in  fire  w a te r  
w ith o u t it p r o d u c in ’ a c r a v in ’ to  m u rd er . 
I t ’ s an  o d d  th in g , the m o re  c iv ’ lized  a 
d r in k  y o u  h an d s a  savage , th e  less c iv ’ 
liz e d  it m a k es h im .

“ W e  usual has w h isk y  in o u r  w a g o n s , 
m o s t ly  se v ’ ra l b a r ’ ls o f  it. T h e  con te n ts  
o f  th em  o ld  w a g o n s  w o u ld  s’p r ise  y o u . 
W e  fre ig h ts  e v e ry th in g  f r o m  fe e d in ' 
b o tt le s  t o  co ffin s , th u s ru n n in ’ th e  w h o le  
sca le  o f  h u m a n  e x is te n ce , th o u g h  thar 
a in ’t  s o  m a n y  o f  th e  first as th e  se co n d . 
O n e  tr ip  w e  fre ig h ts  in  f o u r  w a g on  
lo a d s  o f  th em  ca sk ets  an d  resem b les  a 
w h o le sa le  fu n ’ ra l. I t ’s tru e  th em  c o f 
fins is  filled  w ith  g o o d s  sech  as to b a ck e r , 
c o f fe e , bean s a n d  ca ’ tr id g e s , as te n d in ’ 
to  save  sp a ce  a n d  cu t  d o w n  fr e ig h t  co s ts .

“ W h is k y , c a ’ tr id g es  a n d  co ffin s  so r te r  
ru n s  to g e th e r  lik e  th ree  o f  a  k in d ;  th e  
firs t  o f t e n  le a d in ’ to  the e x p e n d itu re  o f  
th e  se c o n d , a n d  th e  se co n d  p r o d u c in ’  a 
d e m a n d  f o r  the th ird . C o ffin s  is  
sp esh u l p o p ’ la r  a ft e r  a  k illin ’ w h e n  a  
g e n t w h o  has d o w n e d  a n o th e r  w ish es  to  
c r e a te  a  fa v ’ rab le  im p re ss io n  a n d  silen ce  
c r it ic is m  b y  p la n tin ’ h is v ic t im  in  sty le . 
U n d e r  se ch  c ircu m s ta n ce s  s to re  co ffin s  
is  re g a rd e d  as the p r o p e r  ca p e r . I n  
so m e  ca m p s , w h a r  th e y ’ s m u sica l ta lent, 
it ’ s p o ss ib le  to  h ire  a ban d .

“ B u t, to  c o m e  b a ck  to  th em  In ju n s , 
w e ’ re firm  in  r e fu s in ’ th em  w h isk y  ; a n d  
n o w  an d  th en  th ey  p u sh es  d em a n d s  f o r  
it  to  th e p ’ in t o f  in s ’ len ce .

“ I f  th e y ’ s o n e  th in g  m o r e  fa ta l than  
a n o th e r  in  d e a lin ’ w ith  savages , i t ’s t o  
a llo w  ’em  to  g it  t o o  b ra ish . A n d  th e 
m o r e  In ju n s  th ey  is to  a  w h ite  m an , 
th e  m o re  n e ce ssa ry  it is f o r  h im  to  p u t 
a  p r o m p t stop  to  sech  a ction s . S o  on e  
d a y  th e  m a jo r  b u sts  a  b ig g e ty -a c t in ’  
b u ck  o v e r  the h ead  w ith  a p ick  h andle .

“ I t  d o n ’ t h u rt th e b u ck , o u ts id e  o f  
m a k in ’  h im  b le e d  a lo t  a n d  p e e lin ’ h is 
sca lp  so m e . W h e n  h e co m e s  to , w h ich  
h e  d o e s  in  a b ou t ten  m in u tes , h e ’ s f o r 
g o t  a b o u t h is  c r a v in ’ f o r  w h isk y , an d  
h e p u lls  h is  fr e ig h t , s ilen t a n d  s c o w lin ’ .

“ T h e  m a jo r  g la n ce s  f r o m  the re 
tre a t in ’ savage  to  h is  rifle . ‘ I  b ’ lie v e  I  
o u g h t to  d o w n  h im  f o r  k e e p s ,’ h e  says, 
th o u g h t fu l. ‘ L ik e  as n o t  h e ’ ll la y  f o r  
us, s h o o t in ’  f r o m  c o v e r . ’  B u t  h e lets  
h im  g o , th o u g h  it ’ s rash .

“ H o w  rash  it is , w e  sees n e x t  tr ip  
w h en , as  w e ’ re  m a k in ’ ca m p  f o r  the 
n igh t o n  o u r  usual g r o u n d  n ear th e 
L it t le  P in e , a b o u t tw e n ty  b u ck s  a p p ea rs  
o u t  o f  n o w h a r , an d  at th e ir  h e a d  is  
H o p p in ’  C r o w  h im s e l f . E v ’ ry  m a n  o f  
’e m  h as a r ifle  o r  a w a r  b o w , a n d  m o s t ly  
b o th . In  th is  e n to o r a g e  w e  n o te s  th e  
p ick -h a n d le  sa v a g e . T h a r  a in ’t a  sq u a w  
n o r  p a p o o s e  in  s ig h t, w h ich  m ean s 
th e y ’ re  o u t f o r  h u n tin ’  o r  w a r .

“ T h in g s  lo o k s  so r te r  c lo u d y , a n d  w e  
g its  in  b e tw e e n  the w a g o n s .
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“  ‘ K e e p  c o o l ,  la d ,’ sa y s  th e m a jo r — • 
w h ich  th a r a in ’t n o  d ifficu lty  a b o u t so  
fa r  as I ’m  co n c e r n e d , th e ch ills  h a v in ’ 
b eg u n  to  ch a se  u p  a n d  d o w n  m y  b a ck —  
‘ an d  d o n ’t s h o o t  t ill I  d o .  M a y b e  
th e y ’ re  m e re ly  o u t  to  ru n  a  b l u f f ; an d , 
i f  n o t , w e  m a y  sta n d  ’e m  o f f . ’

“ H o p p in ’ C r o w  m ak es the p ea ce  
s ig n  and , le a v in ’ h is  fo l lo w e r s  s ittin ’ o n  
th e ir  p o n ie s  th ir ty  y a rd s  o f f ,  r id es  up  
to  th e  w a g o n s . H e ’ s a  fin e - lo o k in ’ sav 
a g e  w ith  a  h a rd , c r a f t y  fa c e  th at d o n ’ t 
b e lie  h im  n o n e . H im  a n d  th e  m a jo r  
e x ch a n g e s  g r e e t in ’s, a sk in ’ a f t e r  each  
o t h e r ’ s h ea lth  p o lite  a n d  d ig n ifie d —  
w h ich  e x tr a  p o lite n e ss , as e v e ry  g e n t o f  
e x p e r ie n c e  k n o w s , is fr e q u e n t  a  p re 
lu d e  to  w a r. T h e  m a jo r  ca n  ta lk  H o p -  
p in ’ C r o w ’s to n g u e , a n d  I  s a v v y  it 
so m e , so  I ’m  in  o n  w h a t fo l lo w s .

“  ‘ H o p p in ’ C r o w ’s h ea rt is  sa d ,’ says 
th e  c h ie f ,  r e p ly in ’ t o  th e  m a jo r ’ s in 
q u iry . ‘ A  w h ile  a g o  m y  w h ite  b ro th e r  
b u sts  o n e  o f  m y  y o u n g  m e n  w h o  w as 
h u n g r y  an d  asks h im  f o r  g ru b . I t  hurts 
h is  h e a d  an d  m a k es h is  h ea rt b a d  to 
w a rd  m y  w h ite  b r o th e r .’

“  ‘Y o u r  y o u n g  m an  a sk s  f o r  w h isk y ,’ 
th e  m a jo r  re tu rn s , ‘a n d  h e p u ts  it up  
h e ’ll take it, a n y w a y . S e c h  d em an d s 
d o n ’t g o ; a n d , as h e in sists , I  b u sts  h im . 
Y o u r  y o u n g  m a n  is a h o ld u p , a n d  h e ’ s 
lu ck y  I  d o n ’t le t  d a y lig h t th r o u g h  his 
sy s te m .’

“  ‘A l l  th is  la n d ,’  sa y s  H o p p in ’ C r o w , 
so r te r  c h a n g in ’ th e  su b je c t  a n d  w a v in ’ 
h is  c o p p e r -c o lo r e d  p a w  a ro u n d , ‘ is I n 
ju n  la n d  g iv e n  to  the I n ju n  b y  th e  G rea t 
S p ir it . T h e  w h ite  m a n  is ru in in ’ it, 
s ca r in ’ o f f  the g a m e , c u tt in ’ u p  th e  seen - , 
e r y  w ith  tra ils  a n d  ca m p s , an d  o th e r 
w ise  ra is in ’ h e ll. T h in g s  a in ’ t th e w a y  
th e y  u se  to  b e ; a n d  th e  w a y  th e y  use to  
b e  is h o w  w e  w a n t ’ em . A ls o , th a t ’ s 
h o w  w e ’ re  g o in ’ to  h a v e  ’e m .’

“ O f  co u r s e , H o p p in ’ C r o w  d o n ’t say 
it ju s t  in  th em  w o r d s , b u t th at’ s h is  
m e a n in ’ , b o il  it d o w n .

“  ‘ T h e m  th in g s  y o u  co m p la in s  o f , ’  th e  
m a jo r  te lls  h im , ‘ is p ro g r e s s , a n d  n o 

b o d y  ca n  b lo c k  h e r ;  sp esh u lly  n o  I n 
ju n . I ,  m y s e l f , s igh s  f o r  th e  d a y s  w h en  
tw o  b its  w o u ld  b u y  o n e  g a llo n  o f  g o o d  
w h is k y ; b u t th e y ’ re  o n e  w ith  th em  m ir 
acles y o u ’v e  n e v e r  h ea rd  o f — g o n e  b e 
y o n d  re ca ll. Y o u  a n d  y o u r  y o u n g  m en  
a in ’ t g o in ’ to  set b a ck  the c lo c k . ’

“ H o p p in ’  C r o w  seem s to  p o n d e r  o v e r  
th e d ra w b a ck s  o f  th is so -ca lle d  p r o g 
ress, sam e as  lo ts  o f  o th e r  g en ts  a ll 
th ro u g h  h is t ’ r y  w h ich  d is lik es  to  m o v e  
w ith  th e  tim es . T h a t  ca p ta in , w h en  he 
sp eak s o f  h im  as b e in ’ in te llig en t, d o n ’t 
h a lf  c o v e r  th e  ca se . H o p p in ’ C r o w  
k n o w s  fa r  t o o  m u ch .

“  ‘D o e s  m y  w h ite  b r o th e r  th in k  us 
In ju n s  sh o u ld  lea rn  the w h ite  m a n ’s 
w a y s ? ’ h e  asks.

“  ‘W e l l ,  ju s t  so m e  o f  ’ e m ,’  says the 
m a jo r . ‘Y o u ’v e  g o t  e n o u g h  b a d  on es  
o f  y o u r  o w n . ’

“  ‘ I  h ears  a  h eap  a b o u t th e w h ite  m a n  
a n d  h o w  he tu rn s his g a m e ,’ H o p p in ’ 
C r o w  p u rsu es . ‘ I ’m  to ld  th a r ’ s m a n y  
tr ib es  o f  w h ite  m en , in  m a n y  lan d s, 
sep ’ ra ted  b y  b ig  w a ters , o r  r iv e rs , o r  
m e b b e  n o th in ’  a t a l l ;  b u t each  w h ite  
tr ib e  has its o w n  lan d  an d  ru n s its o w n  
sh o w . I s  th ese  th in g s  so  ? ’

“  ‘ T h e y  b e ,’ the m a jo r  n od s .
“  ‘ A ls o , ’ says H o p p in ’ C r o w , ‘ I  h ea rs  

th a t w h en  w h ite  m en  o f  o n e  tr ib e  w ish es  
t o  fr e ig h t  in g o o d s  to  th e lan d  o f  so m e  
o th e r  tr ib e , th e y ’s s to p p e d  o n  the f r o n 
tie rs , a n d  has to  p a y  a  r a k e -o f f  o n  th e  
v a lu e  o f  th em  g o o d s . Is  that c ’ r e c t? '

“  ‘ In  a  so r te r  w a y ,’  th e  m a jo r  adm its,
“  ‘A l l  r igh t, th en ,’ sa y s  H o p p in 1 

C r o w . ‘ T h is  y e r e  is I n ju n  la n d , and  
I ’m  c h ie f .  Y o u  is fr e ig h t in ’ g o o d s  
th rou g h  it, an d  a c c o r d in ’ ly  I  m a k es  3 
ru le , fo l le r in ’ th e  w h ite  m a n ’ s cu stom , 
th at y o u  has to  p a y  m e  a  r a k e -o f f  fo r  
d o in ’ o f  it. A n d  I  w a n ts  that r a k e -o f f  
in  w h isk y .’

“  ‘ T h e  fla w  in  th em  co m m e rc ia l 
th e o r ie s  y o u  has e v o lv e d , ’ th e  m a jo r  re 
tu rn s, ‘ is th at In ju n s  a in ’ t a llo w e d  to  
m a k e  ru les . A n d  th a r ’ f o r e  y o u  d o n ’t 
g it  n o  r a k e -o f f  in  w h isk y  n o r  n o th in ’ .’
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“  ‘T h e n  y o u  d o n ’t fr e ig h t  n o  m o re  
g o o d s  o v e r  th is  tra il, ’  H o ,p p m ’ C r o w  
a n n o u n ce s  a  heap  p o s it iv e . ‘A n d  th a r ’U 
b e  a  g o o d  rea son  w h y . Y o u  w o n ’t  b e  
o n  d e ck  to  d o  it . ’

“ T h a t ’ s p u ttin ’ it s tra ig h t a n d  lik e 
w ise  c o ld , a n d  th e m a jo r  th in k s it o v e r . 
O n  th e  fa c e  o f  it, h e  ca n  g iv e  so  m u ch  
w h isk y , w h ich  w o n ’t b e  m issed  m u ch , 
a n d  k eep  o n  fr e ig h t in ’ . B u t n o t  so  
lo n g  a g o  th a r ’ s the re d  e x a m p le  o f  an 
o u tfit  w h ich  is w ea k  e n o u g h  to  y ie ld  to  
s im ’ la r  d em a n d s  o n  th e p a rt o f  In ju n s . 
T h e m  In ju n s , w h en  th ey  d r in k s  th e 
w h isk y , fa l ls  u p o n  a n d  sca lp s  th e w h o le  
k a b o o d le , a n d  lo o ts  a n d  b u m s  th e ir  
w a g o n s . I t  a in ’ t k n o w n  w h a t In ju n s  
p u lls  o f f  th is  s la u g h ter , so  m e b b e  it 
a in ’t  H o p p in ’  C r o w ;  b u t then  a ga in , 
m e b b e  it  is.

“ A n y w a y , th e  g e n ’ ral p r in c ip le  re 
m a in s  u n ch a n g ed — it d o n ’t d o  to  g iv e  
In ju n s  w h isk y . B es id es , it ’s a b o u t ev en  
ch a n ce s  th at th is ta lk  o f  H o p p in ’ C r o w ’s 
is  a ll a  b lu ff , a n d  h e ’ s o u t  t o  m u rd e r  us 
a n y w a y . T h a t  p ick -h a n d le  sa v a g e  a in ’t 
fo r g o t ,  n o t  b y  a  d a n g e d  sigh t. T h e m  
d a y s  I  ca rr ie s  an  e x c ’ len t h ead  o f  h a ’ r, 
a n d  a s  I  fa n c ie s  I  sees H o p p in ’ C r o w  
e y e in ’ it, it  fe e ls  s o r te r  p r in g ly  a ro u n d  
th e  ro o ts . I ’ m  y o u n g , an d  th a r ’s a  
h eap  o f  th in g s  I  w a n t to  d o  y e t . I  
h o p e s  th e  m a jo r , w h o  w ith  a ll h is  fa u lts  
is a  w ise  o ld  w o l f ,  w ill find  a  tra il o u t . 
M e a n w h ile , I  n o te s  a  sp o t n ear o n e  o f  
H o p p in ’ C r o w ’ s to p  r ib s  w h a r  I ’m  
g o in ’  to  p lan t a ch u n k  o f  lea d  th e  se c 
o n d  d ip lo m a cy  b rea k s  d o w n . I ’m  o n ly  
a  b o y , a n d  I  a in ’ t a cq u ire d  th e  ca lm  p a 
tie n ce  th at g o e s  w ith  m a tu rity . T h e  
m a jo r  w a s  w is e r .

“  ‘W e l l ,  lo o k  y e r e ,’  says th e  m a jo r  
a f t e r  a m in u te , sp ea k in ’ s o r te r  s lo w  
lik e h e ’s fe e l in ’ h is  w a y  a n d  a in ’ t qu ite  
sh o re  w h at h e ’ ll d o , b u t  as i f  an  id ee  
w as g lim m e r in ’ . ‘ M e b b e  w e  can  m ak e 
trea ty . W h is k y  is  b ig  m e d ’c in e , all 
r ig h t  f o r  c h ie fs  a n d  w a r r io r s  lik e  y o u  
a n d  m e , b u t n o t so  g o o d  f o r  y o u n g  m en , 
i t  le a d in ’ th em  to  th in k  th e y ’ re  as w ise

as us, w h ich  th ey  a in ’ t. W h is k y  is  fo r  
c h ie fs . ’

“ H o p p in ’  C r o w  n o d s  h is  h ead  a n d  
a llo w s  th a t’ s so . I  ca n  see  h is  ey es  
n a r r o w in ’ a n d  tu rn ’  in  a  little  s o r te r  
b lan k , as  h e w o n d e r s  w h a t th e m a jo r ’ s 
lea d in ’ u p  to . A n d  I ’m  w o n d e r in ’ , m y 
s e lf .

“  ‘ In  th e ca ses  y o u  a llu d es  t o , ’ the 
m a jo r  g o e s  o n , ‘ it ’ s th e w h ite  m a n ’ s 
g o v ’m en t th a t g its  th e  r a k e -o f f  o n  th em  
g o o d s ; a n d  in  th is ca se  y o u , b e in ’  c h ie f ,  
is  th e  g o v ’m en t. G o v ’m en ts  a lw a y s  
fo o ls  th e c o m m o n  ru n  o f  fo lk s , w h ich  
is o n ly  g o o d  to  e lect  ’em  to  o ffice . It 
d o n ’t d o  to  le t th em  c o m m o n  e le c to rs  in  
o n  e v e ry th in g  th at’ s g o in ’ . S o , i f  y o u  
g its  a ll the w h isk y  y o u  ca n  d r in k  y o u r 
s e l f ,  y o u  d o n ’t ca re  a b o u t y o u r  y o u n g  
m en . I t ’s y o u r s , b eca u se  y o u ’ re  th e  b ig  
b u ck  w ith  the h o rn s  a n d  d o e s  th e th in k - 
in ’  a n d  p ick s  o u t  th e  p a stu res  f o r  the 
h e r d  a n d  lea d s the w a y . A in ’t that 
c ’ re ct  ? ’

“ H o p p in ’ C r o w  n o d s , h is  ey es  b r ig h t-  
e n in .’  L ik e  a  lo t  o f  m en  w h ich  m o ld s  
p u b lic  o p in io n , h is  v ie w s  d e p e n d s  a  lo t 
o n  h o w  h e ’ s fix e d , h im s e lf . Y o u  n ever 
h ears  a  g e n t w h o se  stack  is g r o w in ’ h o l
le r in ’  m u ch  a b ou t th e  re c t itu d e  o f  the 
g a m e . S o  H o p p in ’ C r o w  a llo w s  these 
is  w o r d s  o f  w is d o m . T h e  o n ly  th in g  
is , c a n  h e  p u ll o f f  th e  p la y  a n d  k eep  
it  c o v e r e d  fr o m  h is y o u n g  m e n ?  I t  
d o n ’t  d o  to  g o  o n  a h ig h -lo n e s o m e  o n  
w h ite  m a n ’ s w h isk y  th ey  d o n ’t g it  in on , 
a n d  le t  ’em  k n o w  it. I t  w o u ld  in ju r e  
h is  p re s t ig e  a  lo t , t o  p u t  it m ild . T h e  
m a jo r  k n o w s  th is , a n d  te lls  h im  h o w  to  
b ea t th e g a m e .

“  ‘ S till, it ’ s ju s t  as w e ll y o u r  y o u n g  
m en  sh o u ld  n o t  k n o w , ’  h e  says. ‘ B e 
s id es  b e in ’  a  c h ie f ,  y o u  is a lso  a 
p ro p h e t , a n d  to  p ro p h e s y  r ig h t  y o u  has 
to  h a v e  q u ie t b e fo r e h a n d . T h a r ’ s tim es  
w h e n  y o u  d isa p p ea rs  f o r  a co u p le  o f  
d a y s  a n d  n ig h ts  a t a s tre tch , durin* 
w h ich  tim e  y o u  co m m u n e s  w ith  the 
sp ir its , a n d  a fte r w a r d  lays  o u t  th e g a m e  
f o r  y o u r  p e o p le  a c c o r d in ’ to  th e  s teer
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th e y  g iv e s  y o u . S o , y e r e ’s w h at y o u  d o  
n o w :  Y o u  fe e l o n e  o f  th em  tim es  corn 
in ’ o n  w h en  y o u ’ re  d u e  to  p ro p h e sy  
so m e , a n d  h a v e  y o u r  y o u n g  m en  bu ild  
y o u  a  w ik iu p  to  m a k e  m e d ’c in e  in . Y o u  
o r d e r  th em  to  k e e p  p lu m b  a w a y , s o ’s 
n o t  t o  d is tu rb  y o u r  v is io n s , a n d  n o t  to  
b o th e r  us m e a n w h ile . A n d  w h e n  it ’s 
d a rk , m y  y o u n g  m an , y e re , w ill b r in g  
y o u  a  c o f fe e p o t  fu ll o f  w h isk y , an d  thar 
y o u  sets an d  d r in k s  in  c o m f o r t  t ill y o u ’ re  
t ire d . I f  y o u  w an ts  m o r e  w h isk y , y o u  
g its  it. Y o u  g its  a ll y o u  w a n ts  f o r  y o u r 
s e l f ,  a n y  t im e . A ls o ,  y o u  te lls  y o u r  
y o u n g  m e n  th a t w e ’ re  g o o d  p e o p le , a n d  
y o u r  w h ite  b ro th e r s .’

“ H o p p in ’ C r o w , a f t e r  th in k in ’ th is 
o v e r , a llo w s  it ’ s a  g o o d  sch em e , an d  
h e ’ ll w o r k  it . B u t , je s t  the sa m e, I  
th in k s  I  sees so m e th in g  c o ld  an d  snaky 
in  th e  b a ck  o f  h is  ey es , a n d  I  d o n ’t lik e  
it. H o w e v e r , h e  g iv e s  o r d e r s  th at seem s 
to  c o v e r  th e  p la y  a s  th e  m a jo r  has o u t
lin e d  it, f o r  h is  y o u n g  m e n  g o  to  b u ild -  
in ’ h im  a  b resh  w ik iu p  ’b o u t f i f t y  ro d s  
f r o m  o u r  w a g o n s  w h a r ’in  h e  ca n  take 
co u n s e l w ith  th em  sp ir its  o f  h is.

“ A s  h e  h as a  b ig  r e p ’ ta tion  f o r  k n o w - 
in ’  a  h eap  o f  sp ir its , a n d  as n o b o d y  ca n  
te ll w h en  th e  s ig n s  is  r ig h t  f o r  a  
p r o p h e t  to  g it  h is  t ip s , th e m  savages 
d o n ’t  d is ce rn  n o th in ’ m u ch  w r o n g  a b o u t 
th is , m o r e ’n m a y b e  i t ’ s s o r te r  u n h a n d y , 
th e y  h a v in ’ fig g e re d  o n  g it t in ’ o u r  
w h isk y  a n d  lik e ly  o u r  sca lp s , t o o , w ith 
o u t  d e la y . B u t H o p p in ’ C r o w  is b o ss . 
H a v in ’  f ix e d  u p  h is  ta b ern a cle , th ey  
d ra w s  o f f  a  r e s p e c t fu l d is ta n ce , m e b b e  
a n o th e r  f i f t y  ro d s , a n d  th a t m u ch  m o re  
fr o m  o u r  w a g o n s , a n d  m a k es th e ir  o w n  
ca m p .

“ M e a n w h ile , m e  a n d  th e  m a jo r  is 
p e g g in ’  o u t o u r  team s a n d  k e e p in ’  o u r  
sa d d le  p o n ie s  te th ered  to  th e  w a g o n s .

“  ‘ I  a in ’t tru stin ’  t o  h o b b le s  to -n ig h t ,’ 
says the m a jo r  a s  h e g iv e s  m e  th ese  in 
s tru ction s . ‘ In  fa c t , I ’m  sh y  o f  tru st 
je s t  n o w , a ll a ro u n d . D r iv e  th em  p eg s  
p le n ty  d e e p , lad . W e ’ ll p u ll o u t  first 
th in g  in  th e m o r n in ’ .’

“  ‘ P r o v id in ’ w e ’ re  le t ,’ I  su ggests , 
s o m e  d o u b tfu l.

“  ‘E x a c t ly , ’  th e  m a jo r  a g rees . ‘A s  
y o u  say , p r o v id in ’ w e ’ re  let. B u t I 
fig g e r  I ’ v e  fo u n d  the r ig h t sy stem  to  d ea l 
w ith  th is  H o p p in ’ C r o w . I f  h e d r in k s  
that w h isk y  h e w o n ’t k n o w  w h en  w e  
p u ll o u t ;  an d  h is  m en , w ith o u t  h im , 
w o n ’t h in d e r  us m u c h ; an d  th e y ’ re  t o o  
s ca red  o f  th em  sp ir its  o f  h is  to  d is tu rb  
h im . A t  least, th a t’ s w h a t I  h o p e . I f  
I ’m  w r o n g , w e ’v e  still g o t  o u r  g u n s , an d  
a  g e n t  o n ly  m a k e s  th e  c r o s s in ’  o n c e ;  
th o u g h  th a r ’ s  a  h e a p  o f  th in g s  o n  m y  
b a ck  tra il I  w ish  w a sn ’t. Y o u ’ re  lu ck 
ier , b e in ’ y o u n g e r . ’

“ B u t it d o n ’t seem  th at w a y  to  m e . 
W h e n  w e ’ re  th ro u g h  p e g g in ’ o u t  o u r  
tea m s  th e  m a jo r  sea rch es  o u t a  c o f fe e 
p o t . I t  a in ’t o u r  r e g ’ la r  on e , b u t ca m p  
s ize  f o r  a  b ig g e r  ou tfit , h o ld in ’ m o r e ’n 
a  g a llo n . H e  g its  a g im le t, a n d  g o e s  o f f  
t o  th e  w h isk y  w a g o n . I ’m  b u sy  a b ou t 
ca m p , a n d  d o n ’ t n o tice  h im  m u ch . I ’m  
w a tch in ’ th e  g r o w in ’ d a rk  a n d  k e e p in ’ 
m y  rifle  h a n d y . W h e n  it ’ s d a rk  the 
m a jo r  co m e s  t o  m e  w ith  th e  c o f f e e 
p o t .

“  ‘ T h is  y e r e , ’  h e  says, ‘ is H o p p in ’ 
C r o w ’ s r a k e -o f f . ’

“  ‘Y o u ’ re  sh o re  g e n ’ rou s  w ith  lic k e r  
f o r  th at sa v a g e ,’  I  co m m e n ts .

“  ‘ I  w a n t h im  to  h a v e  lo ts ,’  says the 
m a jo r . ‘ Y o u  take it o v e r  to  w h e re  h e ’ s 
m a k in ’ h is  b lu ff  a b o u t in te rv ie w in ’ 
sp ir its . T h is  w ill h e lp  h im  to  d o  it. 
G o  qu iet. D o n ’ t m a k e  n o  n o ise , an d  
d o n ’t le t n o  o n e  see  y o u . D o n ’ t sp ill 
n o n e  o f  th is  w h is k y ; a n d , in  p a r t ic ’ lar, 
d o n ’I  d r in k  n on e , n o t  ev en  a  taste . B e  
sh o re , n o w . T h is  a in ’t  a  n ig h t t o  te ch  
lick e r . W e  a in ’t o u t  o f  th e  w o o d s  y e t , 
b y  a d a n g ed  s ig h t .’

“ I  p ro m ise s  rea d y  e n o u g h . I  a in ’t 
s tu d y in ’  o n  d r in k in ’ l ick e r , b u t o n  sa v in ’  
m y  sca lp . N o r  I  d o n ’ t lik e  th at tr ip  
o v e r  to  H o p p in ’  C r o w ’ s w ik iu p . R e 
m e m b e r in ’  th at b a d  lo o k  in  h is  eye , I  
reg a rd s  it as g o o d  b e tt in ’ th at h e ’ s u p  
t o  s o m e  g a m e . H o w e v e r , I  ta k es  the
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c o f fe e p o t  in  m y  le f t  h a n d  b y  th e  w ire  
b a il, s o ’ s m y  r ig h t  h and  w ill b e  fr e e  
f o r  m y  s ix -s h o o te r , an d  m ak es a  start.

“ Y o u  b et I g o e s  c a r e fu l w ith  n o  m o re  
n o ise  than  an  o w l ’ s w in g s . I  a in ’t o u t  
t o  a d v e rtise  m y  p re s e n ce  ou ts id e  ca m p  
a b it . M y  n e rv e s  b e in ’ on  the stretch  
th at a  w a y , fills  th e  n ig h t w ith  o d d  
n o ise s , a n d  m y  h e a rt ’ s a c t in ’ u p , heatin ’ 
lik e  a to m -to m  in  m y  ears a n d  ju m p in ’  
a r o u n d  u p  n e a r  m y  th roa t.

“ N o w , y e r e ’ s a th in g . T h e  m a jo r  
h a d  w a rn e d  m e  a g a in st te c h in ’ lic k e r  
th at n igh t, a n d  I  k n o w s  h e ’ s r ig h t, f o r  
w e  sh o re ly  n eed  c o o l ,  u n fu d d le d  heads. 
B i t  h u m a n  n a tu re— a n d  sp esh u lly  
y o u n g  m e n ’ s n a tu re— is  c o n tr a ir y  as 
s in ; an d  m a y b e  b e ca u se  o f  th a t v e ry  
w a rn in ’ , w h en  I ’v e  g o n e  a b o u t h a lf  w a y  
I  'e e ls  I  w a n ts  a  d r in k . I  'figgers  m a y b e  
it ’ ll s t id d y  m y  n erv es . J est a  sw a lle r  
o r  t w o  o u t ’n th e  sp o u t w o n ’t d o  n o  
h a rm , an d  th a r ’ ll b e  lo ts  le f t  f o r  H o p -  
p in ’ C ro w . I f  h e d r in k s  that c o f fe e 
p o t  em p ty  h e ’ ll b e  p le n ty  d ru n k . S o  I  
ra ises  the sp ou t to  m y  lips.

“ A s  th ey  to u ch e d  the m eta l, s o m e 
th in g — so m e  little  liv e  cr itte r— ju m p s  in  
th e b resh  a lo n g s id e  m e  an d  sk itters 
a c ro ss  ah ead . M e b b e  i t ’s a  rabb it. 
B u t, w ith  m y  n erv es  o n  th e stre tch  lik e 
th e y  b e , I  ju m p s  ’ b o u t ’ lev en  fe e t  an d  
y a n k s  m y  s ix -s h o o te r , m y  b a ck  h a ’ r 
r is in ’ in  fr ig h t , b u t still h o ld in ’  th e  c o f 
fe e p o t , th o u g h  o n ly  f o r  th e k iv e r  I ’d  
h a v e  sp illed  h a lf  its c o n te n ts . I  stands 
thar in  the d ark , b rea th in ’ h a rd , m y  
h eart p u m p in ’ up  a ga in st m y  th ro a t  an d  
ears, t ry in ’ to  g it  b a ck  m y  n erv es . A n d  
all d es ire  f o r  lick e r  h a s  been  jo lte d  o u t 
o f  m e . I ’m  t o o  s ca red  to  s w a lle r , th a t ’ s 
w h at. F r o m  w a n tin ’  a  d r in k , su d d en ly  
I  d o n ’ t w an t on e . M y  sto m a ch  fe e ls  
so  w ea k  it rebels  at th e  m e re  th o u g h t 
o f  w h isk y .

“ W h e n  m y  k n ees  s top s  sh ak in ’ 
e n o u g h  to  travel, I  g o e s  o n  to  w h ere  
H o p p in ’ C r o w  has h is  w ik iu p  a n d  a 
sm all fire  g o in ’ . H e  c o m e s  o u t ’n  the 
sh ad d ers . H e  h a s  h is  fa c e  d a u b ed
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w ith  p a in t in  bars a n d  d o ts  w h ich  lik e ly  
m ean  s o m e th in ’ , and  h is m e d ’c in e  b a g  
a n d  a fe w  fe a th e rs  a n d  ston es  a n d  sech  
s tu ff , a n d  g e n ’ ra lly  has h is  g a m e  la id  
o u t  f o r  th e  b lu ff  h e ’s m a k in ’ i f  a n y  o f  
h is  m e n  in tru d e .

“ I  h a n d s h im  th e  c o f fe e p o t , a n d  h e  
l i f t s  th e  k iv e r  a n d  sees that it ’ s f u l l ;  
a n d  h e  sm ells  o f  it, a n d  lo o k s  a t m e  a n d  
g r in s , w ith  th at s o m e th in g  b a ck  o f  h is  
e y e s  th a t I  lik e  less th an  ev er . H e  d o n ’ t 
say  n o th in ’ , b u t m e re ly  m o t io n s  to  m e  
to  g it  o u t , w h ich  I ’m  g la d  to  d o .

“ W h e n  I  g its  b a ck  to  th e  w a g o n s —  
a n d  y o u  b et I ’m  th a n k fu l to  m ak e ’em  
— th e  m a jo r  is s it t in ’ r e g a r d in ’ o f  th e 
fire  as i f  h e  w a s  d o in ’  so m e  th in k in ’ to  
h im s e lf . H is  fa c e , as h e  li f t s  it a n d  
lo o k s  at m e , is  lin ed  a n d  d ra w n  an d  h is 
eyes  seem  so r te r  su n k  w ith  d a rk  sh a d 
d e rs  a n d  h o lle rs  u n d e r  ’em . B u t h e  
d o n ’t sa y  n oth in — m e r e ly  lo o k s  at m e.

“  ‘ I  g iv e s  H o p p in ’ C r o w  that w h isk y , 
a ll r ig h t , ’ I  r e p o r ts . ‘W h e n  I  lea ves  
h im  h e has h is n o se  in  i t . ’

“  ‘ G o o d  b o y ,”  says th e  m a jo r . ‘ I  
h o p e  y o u  d id n ’t d r in k  n o n e  y o u r s e l f ? ’ 
A n d  h e seem s to  h a n g  cu r io u s  o n  m y  
a n sw er .

“  ‘ N o t  a  s m e ll,’  I  rep lie s . ‘ I  w as 
g o in ’  t o , ’  I  c o n fe s s e s , h on est, ‘ in  sp ite  
o f  w h at y o u  sa id , fe e l in ’  th e n eed  o f  a  
s t id d ie r ; b u t ju s t  as I ’m  g o in ’  to  take 
a  sw a lle r  o r  so o u t ’n the sp o u t, a  ra b 
b it o r  so m e th in g  ju m p s  in  the b re sh  and  
ru n s in  fr o n t  o f  m e , a n d  p u ts  m e  o u t 
o f  th e  n o t io n .’

“ T h e  m a jo r  stares a t m e  f o r  a  m o 
m e n t lik e  I ’ d  re la ted  a m a rv e l.

“  ‘A  r a b b it !’ h e  says. ‘W e l l ,  I ’v e  
h ea rd  o f  sech  th in g s . C a ll it a  rabb it. 
D o  y o u  w a n t a d r in k  n o w ?  O n e  w o n ’ t 
h u r t  y o u . ’

“ B u t I  d o n ’t w a n t a d r in k  r ig h t  th en . 
T h e  m a jo r  tak es tw o , a n d  th e y ’ re  b ig  
on es . W it h  th e first o n e  h is  hand 
shakes so  that th e r im  o f  th e tin  c u p  
c la ck s  a g a in st h is t e e t h ; b u t  w ith  th e 
s e co n d  h e d o e s  better, an d  seem s all 
r ig h t a g a in . T h e m  sh ak es is  n o  sign
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o f  a n y th in g  m u ch . M a n y  a  g en t is 
sh ak y  se tt in ’ a r o u n d  w a it in ’ f o r  s o m e 
th in g  to  h a p p e n ; w h ich  w h en  it d oes  
h e ’s p lu m b  ca lm , a n d  stid d y  as th e h ills. 
I t ’ s je s t  th e  w a y  y o u ’ re  b u ilt. B e ca u se  
a  h oss  is  n e rv o u s  a n d  fr e t fu l  a t th e  fla g  
d o n ’ t say  that h e a in ’t a g a m e  ru n n er  in 
th e  s tre tch .

“ F o r  a lo n g  tim e  w e  sets b y  the fire  
w ith  o u r  s h o o t in ’ iro n s  h a n d y . W e  
d o n ’t ta lk  m u ch , d o in ’ m o r e  lis ten in ’ . 
B u t a ll is q u ie t. A p a r t  f r o m  th e usual 
n ig h t n o ise s , lik e  o w ls  a n d  a fe w  little  
w o lv e s  te llin ’  th e ir  tro u b le s  to  the stars, 
th ar a in ’t a  sou n d . A n d  th em  n o ises , 
th o u g h  fa v o r e d  b y  In ju n s  as s ig n a ls  to  
ea ch  o th er, seem s a ll natu ra l. N o th in ’ 
is  t o  be  h e a rd  f r o m  th e ir  ca m p , a n d  it 
lo o k s  lik e  th e y ’v e  b e d d e d  d o w n . A n d  
H o p p in ’ C r o w  is silen t in  h is  c o m 
m u n io n  w ith  sp irits .

“  T  f ig g e re d  m eb b e  w h en  h e g o t  
d ru n k  h e ’d  ra ise  th e w a r  y e ll o r  ca rry  
o n  s im ’la r , ’ I  s a y s , a  sa v a g e  b e in ’ 
p r o n e  to  th e m  jo y o u s  d em on stra tion s .

“  ‘ H e  w o n ’t ra ise  n o  y e ll , ’ th e m a jo r  
says, co n fid e n t. ‘ F o r  o n e  th in g , i t ’d 
b r in g  h is  y o u n g  m en  u p , a n d  so  tip  h is 
h a n d . A n d  th a r ’ s o th er  re a so n s .’

“  ‘ B u t w o n ’t th e y  fin d  h im  ly in ’ d ru n k  
in  the m o r n in ’ ?”  I  asks. “ I f  h e  lick s up 
th at c o f fe e p o t  fu ll  o f  w h isk y  h e ’s due 
f o r  a lo n g  s leep .’

“  ‘ H e ’ s d u e  f o r  th at, sh ore  e n o u g h ,’ 
th e  m a jo r  a g re e s , w ith  som eth in g  in  
h is  v o ic e  th a t I  d o n ’t sa v v y . I t ’s hard  
a n d  c o ld , like  ir o n  o n  iro n  o n  a w in te r ’ s 
d a y . ‘ B u t a r e p ’ta tion  is a g rea t th ing. 
G e t a re p ’ta tion  f o r  so m e th in g , an d  it ’ s 
a  w o n d e r  w h at y o u  can  g it  a w a y  w ith . 
S o  h e w o n ’t b e  d r u n k ; h e ’ ll je s t  be  in a 
tra n ce . W h ic h  I ’v e  k n o w e d  w h ite  g en ts  
to  h a n g  u p  s im ’ la r  b lu ffs . S till, it a in ’ t 
lik e ly  h is  m en  w ill g o  n ear h im  f o r  a 
w h ile , f o r  fe a r  o f  d isp le a s in ’ th e sp ir its  
a n d  b r in g in ’ a cu rse  o n to  th em selves. 
A n d  a lso  f o r  fe a r  o f  d isp lea s in ’ H o p p in ’ 
C r o w , w h o ’ s ap t to  resen t it . ’

“  ‘ T h e  w a y  he lo o k s  w h e n  y o u  m ak es 
th e  d ea l w ith  h im , I  th in k s  h e  d o n ’t

a im  to  p la y  sq u a r ’ w ith  u s a n d  is  h o ld - 
in ’ o u t a  c a r d  o r  t w o , ’  I  says.

“  ‘A n d  y o u  w a s  r ig h t ,’ th e m a jo r  
a g rees . ‘ H e  w a s  a im in ’ to  w ip e  us ou t 
to -n ig h t , w h isk y  o r  n o  w h is k y ; b u t he 
c o u ld n ’t res is t th e  te m p ta tio n  to  g it  
d ru n k  first, w h en  I  g a v e  h im  th e ch a n ce . 
I f  I  k n o w  a n y th in g , h e w a s  g o in ’ to  
tell h is  w a r r io r s  th e sp ir its  h a d  c o m 
m a n d ed  h im  to  l i f t  o u r  h a ’ r .’

“  ‘ T h e n  h e m a y  d o  it  y e t , ’  I  says, n e r v 
ous.

“  ‘T h a t  w h isk y  has la n d ed  h im  b y  
n o w ,’  the m a jo r  says, co n fid e n t. ‘ It  
g iv e s  q u ick  a c t io n , that w h isk y  d oes . 
F ir s t  p e e p  o ’ d a y  w e  p u lls  o u r  fre ig h t . 
T h e m  In ju n s  w o n ’t h in d e r  us w ith ou t 
co m m a n d s  f r o m  h im ; a n d  h e w o n ’t be  
in  sh ap e  to  g iv e  ’ em . Y o u  g o  to  sleep , 
lad . I ’ ll s ta n d  w a tch .’

“ I ’m  a  h eap  n e rv o u s  a n d  s c a r e d ; b u t 
a lso  I ’m  y o u n g ;  a n d  I  has co n fid e n ce  in  
the m a jo r ’ s k n o w le d g e  o f  In ju n s . I  co ils  
d o w n  in  m y  b lan k ets, a n d  th o u g h  I  
th inks I ’m  w id e  a w a k e  as  a  t r e e fu l  o f  
o w ls , it a in ’t  n o  tim e  till I ’m  so u n d  
asleep .

“ H o w  lo n g  I  s leep s  I  d o n ’t k n o w ; 
bu t w h ile  it ’ s still d a rk  I  a w a k e s  c o m 
p lete . I  ra ised  m y  h ea d  a n d  lo o k s  
a rou n d , b u t I  d o n ’t see th e  m a jo r  
sta n d in ’ w a tch . H e  a in ’ t in  h is  b la n 
kets, n e ith er. I  th in ks m e b b e  h e ’s o u t 
s co u t in ’ a ro u n d  in  th e  d ark , th ou g h  sech  
w o r k  is  r isk y . T h e n  I  h ears so m e th in ’ 
m o v in ’ , co rn in ’  to w a r d  th e  w a g o n s , 
s te p p in ’ s lo w  a n d  c a r e fu l  b u t h eavy . 
I  k n o w s  it a in ’ t n o  In ju n  tre a d in ’ that 
w a y , u n less it ’ s H o p p in ’  C r o w , a n d  
d ru n k , b u t I  g its  h o ld  o f  m y  s ix -s h o o te r  
an d  lies lo w , re a d y  f o r  w h a te v e r  p la y  
co m e s  up . T h e n  I  h ears  h e a v y  b rea th 
in ’ , an d  a cu ss  w h ich  is a  fa v ’ rite o f  the 
m a jo r ’ s, an d  I ’m  re liev ed . H e ’s d o in ’ 
so m e th in g  o u t  th a r  in  th e d a rk , a n d  as 
he d o n ’t d o  m u ch  w ith o u t an  o b je c t , I  
a w a its  d e v e lo p m e n ts .

“ T h e  fo r m  o f  th e  m a jo r  lo o m s  up 
b e fo r e  th e  w a g o n s , a n d  h e ’s p a ck in ’  
so m e th in g  as b ig  as h im s e l f  th r o w e d
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o v e r  h is  sh o u ld e r  lik e  th e  ca rca ss  o f  a 
bu ck . A g a in s t  th e sk y , ly in ’ lo w  lik e  I 
a m , I  sees a  m o c c a s in e d  fo o t  d a n g lin ’ . 
A n d  th en  I  k n o w s ! T h e  m a jo r  has 
w en t a n d  g o t  H o p p in ’ C r o w  a n d  p a ck ed  
h im  su n k  in  d ru n k e n  s tu p o r  to  ou r 
w a g o n s , as a  s o r te r  h osta g e . T h a t ’ s 
w h y  h e g iv e s  h im  the w h isk y . I t ’s a 
c r a f t y  p la y , a n d  in w a rd ly  I  ap p lau d s 
it. B u t I  d o n ’t m o v e , n o r  say  a  w o rd . 
T h e  m a jo r  a in ’t a sk ed  f o r  m y  h elp , bu t 
is p la y in ’ a  lo n e  h and . H e  sta n d s still 
b e s id e  th e  w a g o n , b rea th in ’ h ard  u nd er 
h is  b u rd en .

‘ “ Y o u  a w a k e , la d ? ’ h e  says, sorter  
lo w .

“ I  d o n ’t rep ly , b eca u se  i f  th e m a jo r  
h a s  been  p u llin ’ o f f  th is p la y  a lo n e  it ’ s 
l ik e ly  b eca u se  h e w an ts  to . I f  h e  w an ts 
m e  aw ak e, h e ’ ll w a k e  m e . B u t he d o n ’t, 
a n d  m o v e s  o f f  t o  h is o w n  lea d  w a g on . 
1 h ears  h im  g ru n t , a n d  a  th u m p , and  
I  k n o w s  h e ’ s h ea v ed  H o p p in ’  C r o w  in to  
it . H e ’s s tr o n g  as a  bu ll, th e m a jo r  is, 
b u ilt  w id e  a n d  fr o m  the g r o u n d . T h e n  
I  h ea rs  h im  c ra w l o v e r  th e w h ee l and  
m o v e s  th in g s  a ro u n d  som e . L ik e ly  h e ’ s 
a r r a n g in ’ a  b ed  f o r  that d ru n k  c h ie f , 
a n d  h o g  ty in ’ h im  s o ’s h e w o n ’ t g iv e  n o  
tro u b le  i f  h e  w ak es.

“ B u t h e  d o n ’t seem  to  w a k e , an d  
a f t e r  a w h ile  th e  m a jo r  co m e s  b a ck  to  
w h a r  I  be , a n d  sets d o w n . H e  u p en d s 
a  w h isk y  b o tt le  a g a in st th e stars an d  
co u p le s  h is lips to  it till I  th in k  h e ’ s 
n e v e r  g o in ’  t o  let lo o s e . B u t h e d o e s , 
w ith  a  so r te r  g a sp  a n d  sh iv er , a n d  he 
lig h ts  h is  p ip e .

“ I t ’ s then  I  th in k s i t ’s all r ig h t  to  
g r o a n  an d  tu rn  o v e r  in  m y  b lan k ets .

“  ‘A l l  r ig h t, la d ,’  says th e m a jo r .
“  ‘ I ’v e  s lep t fin e ,’  I  says. ‘Y o u  h it 

y o u r  b la n k e ts ? ’
“  ‘ S le e p  so m e  m o r e , ’  says the m a jo r . 

‘ I  a in ’t s leep y , a n d  th a r ’ s a co u p le  o f  
h o u rs  b e fo r e  d a y .’

“ A s  h e d o n ’t c o n fid e  in  m e , I  d o n ’t 
a sk  n o  q u estion s , an d  p re tty  s o o n  I ’m  
asleep  a g a in . I t ’ s g it t in ’ g r a y  w h en  the 
m a jo r  w ak es m e . H e  has th e  fire  g o in ’

a n d  b re a k fa s t  c o o k in ’ . A s  w e  eat, he 
o n b o s o m s  h im s e lf  som e .

“  ‘W h ile  y o u  s leep s ,’  h e  sa ys , ‘ I  d o e s  
so m e  fig g e r in ’ ; as the resu lt o f  w h ich  I  
g o e s  o v e r , c o lle c ts  H o p p in ’ C r o w  a n d  
p a ck s  h im  in to  ca m p , a n d  h e ’ s n o w  
b e d d e d  d o w n  in  m y  lead  w a g o n . W h e n  
w e  p u ll o u t, w e ’ ll take h im  a lo n g  a 
w a y s . I f  th em  sa va ges  tak es  a  n o t io n  
to  lo o k  in to  h is  w ik iu p  h e  w o n ’ t b e  
th a r .’

“  ‘B u t w h a t w ill th e y  th in k  w h en  th ey  
find s h im  g o n e ? ’  I  asks.

“  ‘ T h e y ’ ll th in k  h e ’ s o n  a  v is it  to  th em  
sp ir its  o f  h is ,’ th e m a jo r  r e p lie s ; ‘ an d  
th ey  w o n ’t be  so  fa r  ou t, n e ith er . O n e  
o f  h is ra ck ets  is to  d isa p p e a r  m y ste r io u s  
o u t  o f  h is  tep ee  an d  s h o w  u p  a g a in  ju s t  
as o n e  e x p la in ed . S o  th at’ s w h a t th ey ’ ll 
th ink . O r  I  r e c k o n  th e y  w ill. I f  n o t, 
w e  sh o w s  h im  to  th em  w ith  a  g u n  
a g a in st h is  h ea d , a n d  te lls  th em  w h a t ’s 
w h a t.’

“ In  p u rsu it  o f  th is  c r a f t y  sch e m e  w e  
h itch es  u p  o u r  team s as usual in  the 
m o r n in ’ . T h e m  In ju n s  sets a r o u n d  on  
th e ir  p o n ie s , lo o k in ’  s o r te r  e x p e c ta n t  
to w a rd  w h a r  th e y  th in k  H o p p in ’  C r o w  
is , b u t th ey  d o n ’t m a k e  n o  h o s tile  m o v e , 
n o r  th e y  d o n ’t  b re a k  in  o n  h is  m e d ita 
tions. T h a t ’ s w h a t re p ’ ta t io n  d o e s . A s  
w e ’re  re a d y  to  p u ll o u t , th e y  s o r te r  
m o v e  up on  us, b u t th a r ’ s n o  co n fid e n ce  
in  th e  m o v e . A n d  th e  m a jo r  h a lts  it 
b y  s tep p in ’  o u t  w ith  h is  r ifle  at the 
read y .

“  ‘ W h a t  d o e s  y o u  In ju n s  w a n t n o w  ?’ 
h e  asks, sh arp .

“  ‘Y o u  c a n ’t m o v e  o u t  o f  y e re  w ith 
o u t o r d e r s  f r o m  H o p p in ’  C r o w , ’ says 
o n e  o f  the sa v a g es  in h is  o w n  to n g u e .

“  ‘W h ic h  I  sh ’d  sa y  w e  c a n !’  th e 
m a jo r  te lls  h im , w ith  a  h a rd  fa ce . 
‘ W h a r ’ s H o p p in ’ C r o w ?  Y o u  fe t c h  h im  
o u t fr o m  a m o n g  h is  d ev ils , an d  I ’ ll tell 
h im  s o m e t h in g ! ’

“ A n d  that settles it. T h e m  In ju n s  
a in ’t in tru d in ’  o n  d ev ils , n o r  H o p p in ’ 
C r o w , n e it h e r ; a n d  as t h e y ’ re  a ccu s -, 
to m e d  to  h a v e  h im  lo o k  o u t  th e  g a m e
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f o r  th em , th ey  d o n ’ t k n o w  w h at to  d o  
w ith o u t h im . A n d  as f o r  H o p p in ’ C r o w  
h im s e lf , he d o n ’t m ak e n o  s ig n  w h en  w e  
ru m b les  a n d  jo l t s  o f f  u p  th e t r a i l ;  an d  
I  fig g ers  th at w h isk y  is  sh ore  p o w e r fu l  
lik e  th e  m a jo r  says, o r  e lse  h e ’s g o t  h is 
ja w s  tied  u p , w h ich  is m o r e  lik e ly .

“ A l l  m o r n in ’ I  k e e p s  a w a tch  o u t b e 
h in d , m y  w a g o n s  b e in ’ in  th e  rea r, bu t 
th a r ’s n o  sign  o f  th e m  In ju n s . I t  lo o k s  
lik e  the m a jo r ’ s p la y  w in s. I  w on d ers  
w h at h e ’s g o in ’ to  d o  w ith  h is  h ostage . 
A t  n o o n  w e  p u lls  u p  t o  fe e d  a n d  rest.

“  ‘ I s  H o p p in ’ C r o w  c o m e  ro u n d  y e t ? ’ 
I  asks. ‘ M e b b e  I ’d  better s lice  som e 
m e a t f o r  h im .’

“  ‘Y o u  w o n ’ t n eed  t o , ’  says th e m a jo r . 
‘ B u t  y o u  m ig h t sea rch  o u t  a  sh ov e l an d  
a  ta rp .’

“  ‘W h a te v e r  f o r  ? ’ I  asks, m y  ey es  
w id e n in ’ in su rp r ise  a t th is  requ est.

“  ‘W e l l , ’ sa y s  th e  m a jo r , ‘ the fa c t  is , 
H o p p in ’ C r o w  is w ith , th em  sp ir its  o f  
h is . H e ’ s d ead . A n d , as h is  u se fu ln ess  
to  us seem s to  b e  g o n e , an d  th e re ’s n o  
use p a c k in ’ e x tr a  w e ig h t an d  th e  g r o u n d  
is s o f t  y e re a b o u ts , w e  m a y ’ s w e ll p lant 
h im — m o s t ly  b eca u se  it w o u ld n ’ t be 
p r u d e n t  to  lea v e  h im  ly in ’ ro u n d  lo o s e . ’

“ W h i le  I ’m  se a rch in ’ o u t  sh o v e l an d  
ta rp  I  d o e s  so m e  th in k in ’ . M e b b e  H o p 
p in ’  C r o w  h a s  p a sse d  a w a y  in  his 
d ru n k en  s lu m b er  in  the m a jo r ’s w a g o n ;  
bu t, as I  re ca lls  h o w  h is  le g s  d an gle  
w h en  h e ’ s b e in ’ p a ck e d  in to  ca m p , I b e 
g in s  to  h a v e  d o u b ts . T h e  m o r e  I  th in k s 
o f  it, th e m o r e  it lo o k s  lik e  a  h a rd  p la y . 
B u t  I  d o n ’ t su sp ect n ear h o w  hard .

“  ‘ C a tch  h o ld  o f  h is la ig s ,’ sa y s  th e 
m a jo r ,  ‘ a n d  I ’ ll ta k e  h is head . O v e r  
y a n d e r , b eh in d  th em  c o t t o n w o o d s , lo o k s  
lik e  easy  d ig g in ’ , an d  a lso  is o u t  o f  s igh t 
o f  the tr a il . ’

“ W e  g o e s  b eh in d  th e  c o t to n w o o d s , 
w h e re  as th e m a jo r  says the g r o u n d  is 
s o f t ,  an d  he sp rea d s  o u t th e ta rp .

“  ‘W e  d o n ’t  w an t to  a d v ertise  th is 
y e re  c e m e te ry  n o n e ,’  h e  says. ‘ S o  take 
u p  th em  sod s  c a r e fu l  a n d  p ile  th e lo o se  

^ d ir t  o n  th e ta rp .’

“ I  fo l lo w s  in s tru ctio n s , n o t  a sk in ’ 
q u estion s  r ig h t th en , b u t th in k in ’ a  heap . 
H o p p in ’ C r o w , w h ile  th ese  ob se q u ie s  is 
p re p a r in ’ , is  ly in ’  w r o p p e d  in  a  b it o f  
ca n v a s , so  I  c a n ’t  te ll m u ch , an d  o f  
c o u rs e  h e  d o n /t  en ligh ten  m e , a n d  
n e ith er  d o e s  th e  m a jo r . W h e n  I ’v e  
d u g  d eep  e n o u g h  w e  lo w e r  h im  in , a n d  
th e  m a jo r  ta k es  th e sh ov e l a n d  fills  
up , sh ak in ’ in  a ll th e  lo o s e  d ir t , r e p la c in ’ 
the so d s  c a r e fu l  a n d  p a tt in ’ th em  d ow n .

“  ‘T h a r !’  h e  says, ‘ H o p p in ’ C r o w  
w o n ’t s to p  n o  m o r e  w a g o n s .’

“  ‘ W h a t ’s th e  h o c k  ca rd  to  th is, 
m a jo r ? ’  I  a sk s . ‘ H o w  d o e s  H o p p in ’ 
C r o w  c o m e  to  m a k e  th e  tr ip . T h e  fa c t  
is, I  a in ’t  a s le e p  w h en  y o u  p a ck s  h im  
in to  ca m p , b u t m e re ly  p la y in ’ p ossu m . 
Is  h e a liv e  th en  ? I t  lo o k s  lik e  a  so rte r  
h a rd  p la y  to  m e .’

“  ‘W h ic h  it  is  s o m e  h a rd ,’  th e m a jo r  
a d m its , w ip in ’  h is  b r o w ; ‘a n d  I  needs 
a  d r in k . C o m e  o n  b a c k  to  th e  w a g o n s , 
a n d  I ’ ll te ll y o u . ’

“ A t  th e  w a g o n s  th e m a jo r  sooth es  
h is  n e rv e s  w ith  a  tin  c u p  p lu m b  fu ll o f  
w h isk y .

“  ‘ I  h o ld s  o u t  o n  y o u  a little , la d ,’ h e  
s a y s ; ‘y o u  b e in ’ y o u n g , a n d  n o t  y e t ca se - 
h a rd en ed  to  the m a x im  that th a r ’ s n o  
lim it in  a  li fe -a n d -d e a th  g a m e . T h a t  
w h isk y  y o u  p a ck s  o v e r  to  H o p p in ’ C r o w  
con ta in s  e n o u g h  p o is o n  t o  k ill a  p a ck  o f  
w o lv e s !’

“ I ’ v e  su sp ected  som eth in g , b u t n ot 
th is . I t ’s sh o re  a  h a rd  p la y !

“  ‘ H o p p in ’ C r o w ,’  th e  m a jo r  g o e s  o n , 
‘ m assacres  th at w a g o n  tra in  o v e r  on  th e 
C r o o k e d  K n e e . I  h ears  it ro u n d  a b ou t 
f r o m  th at h a lf b lo o d  th e y  ca lls  C h a rlie  
S m o k e , w h ich  g its  th e  n e w s  o t f ’n  so m e  
In ju n . In  th at w a g o n  tra in  is a  fr ie n d  
o f  m in e  n am ed  L e e  W il l ia m s , an d  I 
th en  m a k es u p  m y  m in d  t o  k ill H o p p in ’  
C r o w  i f  e v e r  I  g its  th e  ch a n ce , an d  to  
k ill h im  h ard . I f  I  c o u ld  h a v e  k illed  
h im  s lo w  I ’d  h a v e  b een  b e tte r  p leased . 
O n ly  I  d id n ’t see h o w  I  w a s  g o in ’ to  
d o  it a t first. H is  in ten tion s  w a s to  
w in e  us ou t, a n d  h is  d em a n d  f o r  tr ib u te
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w a s  m e re ly  th e  ca t  p la y in ’  w ith  th e 
m o u se . H o w e v e r , th em  d em a n d s  g a v e  
m e  an  idee, a n d  b e in ’ u n ab le  to  resist 
th e  in d u ce m e n ts  o f  w h isk y  a fe w  h o u rs  
ah ead  o f  tim e, h e fa l ls  in  w ith  it .’

“  ‘ I  r e c k o n  it ’s lu ck y  f o r  us h e  d id ,’ 
I  a d m its .

“  ‘ P lu m b  lu ck y .’  T h e  m a jo r  n o d s , 
h is  fa c e  g r im  as th e  d a y  o f  je d g m e n t . 
‘ H e ’ s a  d ea d  In ju n  in  n o  tim e . A n d  the 
b e a u ty  o f  it is, h e  ca n ’ t h o lle r  t o  h is  
y o u n g  m e n  b e ca u se  th e p ’ is o n  lo c k s  h is  
ja w s  an d  h e  c a n ’t m a k e  a so u n d . It 
tw is ts  h im  u p  a n d  h e  d ies  h a rd , to r tu re d  
lik e  th e d a m n ed  in s id e , s im ’ la r  t o  the 
to r tu re s  h e  in flicts  o n  o th e rs . W h ic h  
th e sam e w as co rn in ’ t o  h im .’

“ I  re ca lls  w h a t I  h ea rs  a b o u t th e 
rem a in s  o f  fo lk s  fo u n d  b y  w h a t ’s le f t  
o f  th em  w a g o n s , an d  I  a llo w s  m e b b e  th e  
m a jo r ’ s r ig h t. S till, it ’ s a  m ig h ty  in 
d u ra ted  p la y . A n d  a f t e r  m a k in ’  it  th e 
m a jo r  g o e s  o v e r  a n d  p a ck s  h im  in to  
c a m p ! I  r e ck o n s  a f t e r  a ll h e  n eed s 
th e m  d rin k s  o f  w h isk y .

“  ‘W h a t ’ s th em  y o u n g  m en  o f  h is  g o -  
in ’ to  th in k  w h en  h e  d o n ’t a p p e a r ? ’  I  
asks. ‘ S o o n e r  o r  la ter  th e y ’ re  d u e  to  
g o  lo o k in ’ f o r  h im .’

“  ‘ T h e y ’ re d u e  a ls o ,’ says th e m a jo r — ■ 
as I  sa ys , h e ’ s sh o re  h a rd e n e d  c o n c e r n 
in ’ th em  In ju n s — ‘ th e y ’ re  d u e  a lso  to  
find  that c o f fe e p o t  settin ’ th a r  a lm o s t  
fu ll o f  w h isk y . H o p p in ’ C r o w  d o n ’ t 
u p set it in  h is s t r u g g le s ; a n d  I  leaves it. 
W h a t  h a p p en s  to  th em  sa v a g es  th en  d e 
p e n d s  on  h o w  m u ch  th e y  lik es  w h isk y .’ 

“ A n d  that p u ts  m e  in  m in d ! W h e n  I  
re ca lls  h o w  c lo s e  I  c o m e s  to  ta k in ’ a 
d r in k  o f  th at lic k e r  m y s e l f ,  I  g its  w ea k  
in  th e s tom a ch .

“ ‘ M y  s in fu l s o u l !  M a jo r , ’  I  says, 
‘ it ’ s je s t  th e ten d er  m e r c y  that th at ra b 
b it  ju m p s  in  th e b re sh  w h en  it  d oes . 
O n ly  f o r  that, I ’ d  h a v e  ta k en  a  sw ig  
o u t ’n  th at c o f fe e p o t  m y s e l f !’

“ T h e  m a jo r  lo o k s  a t m e  a h eap  
se r io u s .

“  ‘ I  k n o w , la d ,’ h e  sa y s , g en tle . ‘T h a t 
w as w h a t sh o o k  u p  m y  n erv es . B u t it 
w a sn ’ t n o  ra b b it  th a t ju m p e d .’ 

“ ‘W h a t  w a s  it, t h e n ? ’ I  asks.
“  ‘T h a t , ’  sa y s  th e  m a jo r , m ig h ty  

g ra v e , ‘w a s y o u r  g o o d  s p ir i t ! ’
“ A n d , th in k in ’  it  o v e r , th o u g h  I  

d o n ’ t h o ld  w ith  I n ju n  su p erstit ion s  
m u ch , it lo o k s  lik e  a b o u t e v e n  b e tt in ’ 
th at th e m a jo r  w a s  r ig h t .”

W a tch  fo r  m ore stories b y  A . M . Chisholm  in T h e  P o p u l a r .
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THE CHAMPION HARPOON THROWER
A G R O U P 'o f  W a s h in g to n  c o r r e s p o n d e n ts  in  th e  lo u n g e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l P re s s  

* *  C lu b  w a s  d is c u s s in g  th e  a rt  o f  th r o w in g  th e  h a r p o o n  o f  sa rca sm .
“ W h a t ,”  a sk e d  o n e , “ is  th e  m o s t  e f fe c t iv e  b it  o f  sa rca sm  y o u  h a v e  e v e r  

h e a rd  in  C o n g r e s s ? ”  ,
“ T h e  re m a rk  t o  w h ic h  I  a w a rd  th e  b lu e  r ib b o n ,”  re p lie d  F r e d e r ic  J . H a s k in , 

w r ite r  o f  sy n d ica te d  a rtic le s , “ w a s  m a d e  y e a r s  a g o  b y  J o h n  S h a r p  W il l ia m s  o f  
M is s is s ip p i . H e  w a s  o p p o s in g  th e  c re a t io n  o f  a  ce r ta in  F e d e r a l  c o m m is s io n .

“ A  y o u n g  C o n g re ssm a n  fr o m  th e  W e s t ,  s e r v in g  h is  firs t  te rm , g o t  u p  to  
a rg u e  f o r  th e  b ill. H e  w a s  fu ll  o f  s o u n d  a n d  fu r y .  H e  s h o u te d  a n d  w h is p e r e d , 
d e n o u n c e d  a n d  p le a d e d , d e fie d  a n d  e x p la in e d , sp o u te d  a d je c t iv e s  s ix  sy lla b les  
lo n g , d r a g g e d  in  s im iles  a n d  m e ta p h o rs , r e v ie w e d  t w o  w a r s  a n d  sat d o w n  o n ly  
a f t e r  h e  h a d  sp o k e n  f o r  th re e  lo n g , d r e a r y , b o r in g  h o u rs .

“ W il l ia m s  s t o o d  u p , s u r v e y e d  th e  fe w  m e m b e rs  w h o  h a d  re m a in e d  in  th e  
H o u s e  ch a m b e r , sm ile d  b r o a d ly  a n d  sa id  in  h is  ch a rm in g , S o u th e r n  d r a w l :

“ ‘ M r . S p e a k e r , I  sha ll f o l l o w  th e  e x a m p le  o f  m y  y o u n g  fr ie n d , a n d  su b m it * 
th e  q u e s t io n  to  th e  H o u s e  w ith o u t  m a k in g  a n  a rg u m e n t .’ ”



B y  HolmonDay
In Four Parls~Parl n

A u th or o f  " I n  the Tall T i m b e r “ North-zvoods S tu f f ,"  E tc.

United States Marshal Ware had his troubles. His three deputies had been sent 
up to the border to investigate the smuggling, and had failed. On top of that, his son 
“ Sandy,” who was also a deputy, was cutting up as usual. Sandy, who was called “ the 
headfirst fool,” was a devil=may=care, joshing cuss. Lately he had become a lightweight 
boxer, which iufuriated his father. Sandy offered to give up the ring if his dad would 
send him to the border, but Marshal Ware refused. Then Ware ordered his son out 
on a post=office»robbery case in Cross Harbor—and Sandy accompanied Inspector 
Snow thither with joy, for this meant action. There Snow arrested Lovelace Watts, a 
darky ex=convict. Sure that he had picked the criminal, Snow relaxed on the case, and 
put Sandy on guard over Watts. Now Sandy had known Watts when the latter was 
in prison, and they had become good friends. Convinced of W atts’ innocence in the 
present case, Sandy promised to help him. Then the darky offered information about 
the border affair—and Sandy began to see that fate had chosen him, Sandy, to solve 
not only the robbery mystery, but, in some unforeseen way, the tangle of the border.

C H A P T E R  V .

PU TTIN G OVER A HOT ONE.

I N  th e h ote l o ffice  S a n d y  loca ted  
th e s e r v ic e  p u sh  b u tto n  b e h in d  th e  
d e sk , u s in g  h is  flash  lig h t . A f t e r  

a tim e  th e d isg ru n tle d  s e r v it o r  ca m e  
sh u fflin g  a g a in  in  s lip p ers . H e  h e ld  
u p  th e  lig h t  an d  g la re d  a t th e  d e p u ty  
m a rsh a l.

“ W h a t  so r t  o f  o w ls  a re  y o u  F e d e ra l 
fe l lo w s , a n y w a y ? ”

“ U n c le  S a m  n e v e r  s leep s  o n  th e  j o b , ”  
re tu rn ed  S a n d y , e x a g g e r a t in g  h is  im 
p o r ta n c e  f o r  e ffe c t . “ I ’m  ta k in g  m y  
p r is o n e r  o u t  t o  ru n  d o w n  a c le w  h e  has 
g iv e n  m e . A n d  I ’ v e  g o t  to  ro u t  o u t 
P o s tm a s te r  J e ffe rs . W h e r e ’ s h is  h o u s e ? ”  

“ T w o  streets  fa r th e r  o n  f r o m  the 
p o s t  o ffice— o n  th e  sa m e  s id e— c o r n e r



h o u se . Y o u  ca n  te ll it b y  th e  p o r c h  
th at ru n s a ll w a y  r o u n d .”  H e  sq u in ted  
at th e  o ff ice r . ‘ ‘G u e ss  i t ’s so , th e r u m o r  
a b o u t th e o ff ice  b e in g  r o b b e d . E lse  
y o u  w o u ld n 't  b e  h ere  in  to w n , y o u  g o v 
e rn m e n t c h a p s .”

“ I ’ ll le t y o u r  g u e ss  g o  f o r  w h a t  it ’ s 
w o r t h . T h a n k s  f o r  g e tt in g  u p  a n d  p o s t 
in g  m e .”

W h e n  th e  m a n  u n lo c k e d  th e  o u te r  
d o o r  h e  h a n d e d  a d u p lica te  k e y  t o  th e  
d e p u ty .

“ R e c k o n  i t ’s s a fe  w ith  an  U n c le  S a m - 
m e r . A n d  less  b e ll -h o p p in g  f o r  m e !  
T r a ip s e  in a n d  o u t  th e  rest o f  th e  n ig h t 
to  su it y o u r s e l f . ”

“ T h a t ’ s th e  ta lk , o ld - t im e r !”  in d o r s e d  
th e  y o u n g  m a n . “ H o p e  y o u  h a v e  y o u r  
n a p  ou t, n e x t  t r ip  to  b e d .”

T h e  m a n  lo c k e d  th e d o o r  b e h in d  th e  
tw o , w h o  q u ie tly  a n d  q u ic k ly  fa d e d  
a w a y  in to  th e n igh t.

A t  th e p o s tm a s te r ’s h o u s e  S a n d y  
d ea lt w ith  h is  b u sin ess  in  su m m a ry  
fa s h io n . H e  p u lle d  th e b e ll k n o b  b e 
s id e  th e  f r o n t  d o o r  w ith  a ll th e  a ssu r 
a n ce  o f  an  e x p e c te d  g u est.

F ig u r in g  th a t  h e  w o u ld  g e t a re 
sp o n se  fr o m  an  u p sta irs  w in d o w , h e  
h u r r ie d  f r o m  u n d e r  th e  sh e lte r  o f  th e  
p o r c h  r o o f  a n d  t o o k  h is  stan d  in  th e  
y a r d  n o t  fa r  f r o m  w h e r e  W a tts  w a s  
w a it in g .

J e ffe r s  w a s  n o t  lo n g  in  r e p ly in g ; 
h u s k ily , a p p re h e n s iv e ly , h e  q u e r ie d  
f r o m  h is b e d r o o m  w in d o w .

T h e  o ff ic e r  fla sh ed  • h is lig h t  o n  h is  
o w n  u p tu rn e d  v is a g e  an d  o n  th e  g lin t 
in g  b a d g e .

“ A s  y o u  ca n  see , s ir , I ’m  D e p u ty  
M a rsh a l W a r e . S o m e th in g  sp ec ia l has 
c o m e  u p , a n d  I ’v e  g o t  to  see  y o u  a b o u t 
it. C o m e  d o w n  to  th e d o o r , p le a se .”

A f t e r  a fe w  m o m e n ts  th e p o s tm a s 
te r  o p e n e d  th e d o o r . H e  h ad  a  b la n k et 
d ra p e d  a r o u n d  h im  to  k e e p  o u t o f  th e 
n ip  o f  th e  a u tu m n  n ig h t.

T h e  o f f ic e r  w a s  a lo n e  o n  th e  p o r c h .
“ I  w a s  h o p in g  y o u ’d take tim e  to  p u t 
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a sk  y o u  to  c o m e  to  th e p o s t  o ffice  
w ith  m e .”  '

“ C a n ’t th e  b u s in ess  k e e p  till m o r n 
i n g ? ”

“ N o ! ”
J e ffe r s  w a s  su r ly . H e  d e m a n d e d : 

“ W e ll ,  w h a t  is  th e  b u s in ess , a n y w a y ? ”  
“ I ’ ll te ll y o u  a t th e  o ff ic e .”
“ Y o u ’ll h a v e  to  g iv e  m e  a  h in t o f  it 

b e fo r e  I ’ll  a g re e  to  g o . ”
S a n d y  p re sse d  th e b u tto n  o f  h is  flash  

lig h t  a n d  lig h te d  f o r  h is  c lo s e  s c ru t in y  
th e  c o u n te n a n ce  o f  th e  o b je c t o r ,  sa y 
in g , w ith  a ru sh  o f  s p e e c h : “ I ’m  g o 
in g  to  p r o d u c e  th e  m a n  w h o  to o k  th a t 
re g is te re d  m a il, a n d  y o u  a n d  I , b e tw e e n  
us, a re  g o in g  to  m a k e  h im  d ig  u p !  
T h a t ’s b u s in e ss  im p o r ta n t  e n o u g h , 
h e y ? ”  T h e  o ff ic e r  w a s  c o u n t in g  p o in ts  
in  th is  se t-to , h a v in g  m a d e  u p  h is  m in d  
t o  m a k e  s h r e w d  estim a te  as h e w e n t  
a lo n g .

J e ffe r s  s te p p e d  b a c k , p u llin g  u p  th e  
e d g e  o f  th e  b la n k et a g a in st th e  t ry in g  
sp o tlig h t. “ Y o u ’ v e  g o t  y o u r  n e r v e  w ith  
y o u , a ll r ig h t ! ”  h e  m u tte re d .

“ P le n ty  o f  i t ! ”  a g re e d  th e  y o u n g  
m a n  se re n e ly . “ I t  g o e s  w ith  m y  j o b . ”  
H e  w a s  c h e e r fu l, ta l ly in g  h is  first tr i
u m p h  f o r  h is  ca u se  as h e in sp e c te d  
J e f f e r s ’ e x p r e s s io n  u n d e r  th e ligh t.

F e e lin g  a q u ic k  sen se  o f  a d v a n ta g e  
a n d  d e te rm in e d  to  ru sh  m a tte rs  w ith 
o u t  le a v in g  a  g a p  f o r  te n s io n  to  sa g , h e 
s n a p p e d : “ W it h  th a t b la n k et a n d  y o u r  
m o c c a s in s  y o u ’ll b e  w a r m  e n o u g h ! 
C o m e  n o w .”

“ I ’ ll b e  h a n g e d  i f  I ’ ll g o  o u t d o o r s  in  
th is  r ig — n o t  e v en  f o r  th e p r e s id e n t !”  

“ T h e  p re s id e n t is th e  b o ss  o f  th e  tw o  
o f  u s , a n d  as  h is  d e p u t y  m a rsh a l I  
stan d  a  fe w  n o tch e s  c lo s e r  t o  h im  th a n  
y o u  d o , M is t e r  P o s tm a s te r . S o  I  sa y  
‘ C o m e ’— a n d  m y  sa y  g o e s ! ”

S a n d y  a d v a n ce d  a n d  J e ffe r s  s te p p e d  
b a c k  q u ic k ly , t r e a d in g  o n  th e  d r a g g in g  
b la n k et. T h e  d e p u ty  c a u g h t  th e  m a n  
as he w a s  fa l l in g  a n d  p u lle d  h im  o u t  
th r o u g h  th e d o o r w a y . “ H is t , th ere , 
L o v e la c e ! ”

THE POPULAR
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T h e  b ig  d a r k y  ca m e  o n  th e  ru sh .
“ O v e r  y o u r  s h o u ld e r  w ith  h im — lu g  

h i m !”
T o  J e ffe r s  th e  d e p u ty  sa id  in  to n e s  

ca u tio u s  b u t  t e n s e :  “ I f  y o u  m a k e  a
h o lle r  y o u ’ll b e  s ta rtin g  so m e th in g  
w ith o u t  b ra k e s  o n  i t !”

T h e  a d m o n it io n  w a s  e ffe c t iv e . F o r  
a  fe w  m o m e n ts  th e  ca p t iv e  s tru g g le d  
a n d  k ic k e d , th en  lo p p e d  a c r o s s  th e 
s tu r d y  sh o u ld  o f  th e  to te r . H e  k e p t  h is  
m o u th  sh u t, h o w e v e r .

M a r c h in g  b e h in d , S a n d y  n o te d  a  se c 
o n d  tr iu m p h  o n  h is  ch e ck  list o f  ad 
v a n ta g e s .

A n y  m a n  sn a tch e d  o u t  o f  h is  h o u s e , 
w ith o u t  th e  r ig  t o  fit h is  a p p e a ra n ce  in  
th e  o p e n , is  k n o c k e d  o f f  h is  p o is e  to  
sta rt w ith — fin d s  it a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le  
to  c o p e  w ith  c ir cu m s ta n c e s  o r  m e n .

T h e  d e m e a n o r  o f  th e  b la ck  u n k n o w n  
w h o  h a d  flu n g  h im s e lf  o u t  o f  th e  n ig h t 
h a d  b e e n  t e r r i fy in g — W a t t s  h a d  as
su m e d  an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  fe r o c i t y , h a v 
in g  b e e n  c o a c h e d  in  h is  ro le  b e f o r e  a r 
r iv in g  a t th e  h o u se .

A  sen se  o f  h e lp lessn ess  o v e r w h e lm e d  
th e  m a n  w h o  w a s  sa ck e d  a lo n g  o n  the 
to s s in g  sh o u ld e r . T h e r e  h ad  b een  
m a lig n ity  in  th e  b la c k ’ s v isa g e . O n ly  
th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  d e p u ty  m a rsh a l 
s a v e d  J e ffe r s  f r o m  h y ster ia  o f  te r ro r . 
B u t, o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a U n ite d  S ta tes  
o ff ic e r , d e a lin g  in  th is  fa s h io n  w ith  an  
e m p lo y e e  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t , w a s  c o n 
v e y in g  a  su g g e s t io n  o f  o m in o u s  p u r 
p o r t .

S a n d y , s u r v e y in g  W a t t s ’ b u rd e n , w a s  
h a v in g  h a rd  w o r k  to  su p p re ss  h is  n atu 
ra l sense o f  th e  lu d ic r o u s  in  o r d e r  to  
d ea l w ith  h is  p e rso n a l w o r r y ;  b u t h e 
m a n a g e d  to  rem a in  se r io u s , f o r  h e  w a s  
a t a h ig h  p itch  o f  ten se  a n x ie ty  at th is  
m o m e n t . H e  w a s  o n ly  g u e s s in g  a t th e  
v a lid ity  o f  th e  t w o  item s o f  a d v a n ta g e  
h e h a d  ch a lk e d  f o r  h im s e lf .

T h e y  w e r e  n e a r ly  at th e  s to re  b e fo r e  
h e  b e th o u g h t  h im s e lf  r e g a r d in g  an  o v e r 
s ig h t, n a tu ra l e n o u g h  in  a h u rr ie d , u n 
re h e a rse d  a ffa ir  w h e r e  a c t io n  m u st

n e e d s  tu m b le  a lo n g  as  e v e n ts  p re se n te d  
th e m se lv e s . H e  c o m m a n d e d  th e  b u r 
d en  b e a r e r  to  ha lt.

“ J e ffe r s , I  su p p o se  w e ’ll h a v e  t o  g o  
b a ck  to  y o u r  h o u s e  t o  g e t y o u r  s to r e  
k e y — a n d  th a t ’ s t o o  b a d , u n less  y o u ’ re  
e n jo y in g  th e  r id e .”

“ I  c a r r y  a n  e x tr a  k e y  o n  a  s tra p  
a r o u n d  m y  n e ck , s o ’ s to  b e  su re  it ’s 
a lw a y s  w ith  m e ,”  c h o k e d  th e  ca p tiv e . 
“ A n d  y o u  let m e  d o w n  o n to  m y  fe e t  
a n d  I ’ll w a lk . T h is  is  a ll fo o l is h n e s s .”

“ W e ’ll k e e p  o n  as w e ’v e  s ta rte d ,”  sa id  
S a n d y  w ith  d e c is io n .

W a tts  p lo d d e d  a lo n g  a n d  se t th e  p o s t 
m a ster  o n  th e  p la t fo r m  o f  th e  s to re .

J e ffe r s  w a s te d  n o  tim e  in  o p e n in g  
th e d o o r  a n d  g e tt in g  in s id e .

W it h in , th e  k id n a p ed  m a n  w a s  n o t  
a b le  to  g e t  h is  m ix e d  e m o t io n s  u n d e r  
c o n tr o l, e v e n  th o u g h  h e  w a s  a t last 
s ta n d in g  o n  h is  fe e t  in  th is  fa m ilia r  en 
v iro n m e n t. H e  g a b b le d  v a g u e  r e m o n 
s tra n ces , le a v in g  sen ten ces  u n fin ish e d . 
H e  w h in e d , h e  y a p p e d  oa th s  w h ile  h e  
w e n t fu m b lin g  a ro u n d  in  th e  d ark .

“ N e e d n ’ t h u n t f o r  a  la m p . W e  d o n ’t 
w a n t  lig h t .”  T h e  d e p u ty ’ s to n e  w a s  
lo w  a n d  ten se . “ M y  fla sh er  w ill  s h o w  
u p  e n o u g h  o f  w h a t ’ s g o in g  t o  b e  
s h o w n .”

“ B u t  th e  d a rk  m a k e s  m e  fe e l  a w fu l  
n e r v o u s .”

S a n d y  r e fr a in e d  fr o m  th e  fra n k  d e c 
la ra t io n  th at th is w a s  ju s t  h o w  he 
w a n te d  J e ffe r s  t o  fe e l . H e  d id  rem a rk , 
h o w e v e r :  “ N o  m a n  o u g h t  to  b e  a fr a id  
in  th e  d a rk  u n le ss  h e  h as a  g u ilty  c o n 
s c ie n ce . N o w , P o s tm a s te r  J e ffe r s , 
c o m e  r ig h t  o v e r  h e re  t o  y o u r  s a fe .”  
S a n d y  p e n c ile d  th e  p a th  w ith  a  b e a m  
fr o m  h is  e le c t r ic  to r c h .

W h e n  J e ffe r s  ca m e , th e  d e p u ty  
p u sh e d  h im  d o w n  o n  h is  k n e e s  a n d  
k n e lt  b e s id e  h im .

“ T a k e  that k e y  o u t  o f  th e  l o c k .”
T h e  p o s tm a s te r  w o r k e d  th e  o ld - fa s h 

io n e d  k e y  b a ck  a n d  fo r t h , tw is te d  a n d  
p u lle d . B u t w ith o u t  a v a il !  T h e  k e y  
c o u ld  n o t  b e  e x tr ica te d .
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“ H o w  d o  y o u  a c c o u n t  f o r  th a t? ”  th e  
o f f ic e r  d e m a n d e d  sh a rp ly . “ Y o u  o u g h t  
t o  k n o w  h o w  to  g e t th e  k e y  o u t  o f  
y o u r  o w n  s a fe  d o o r ! ”  H e  w a s  p u r 
p o s e ly  h a rd , cu rt , d o m in e e r in g , c o p y 
in g  th e  th ir d -d e g r e e  sty le  o f  a ttack .

“ I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  th e  tr o u b le  is ,”  
fa lte r e d  J e ffe r s . “ G u e ss  th e  fe l le r  w h o  
p ic k e d  th is  lo c k , n ig h t  a f o r e  last, m u st  
h a v e  d o n e  s o m e th in g  t o  th e  lo c k  
g u a r d s .”

S a n d y  w a s  n o t  a t  a ll su re  a b o u t  the 
in s id e  d e ta ils  o f  a  lo c k ’s m e ch a n ism , 
b u t h e  t o o k  a  ch a n c e  o n  th e  a ssu m p tio n  
o f  c o m p le te  k n o w le d g e .

“ H o w ’n  th e  d e v il  d id  y o u  g e t  th at 
k e y  in , th en , th e  m o r n in g  a ft e r , i f  the 
g u a rd s  h a d  b e e n  b e n t o u t  o f  o r d e r ? ”

“ I  d u n n o ;  b u t it se e m e d  to  g o  in  all 
r ig h t .”  J e ffe r s  w a s  t r y in g  h a rd  to  get 
b a ck  h is  p o is e  a n d  to  a ssu m e  a  c o n 
v in c in g  to n e  a n d  m a n n e r .

“ D a m ra t  it, m a n !”  y e lp e d  th e  d e p u ty , 
b e g in n in g  t o  p o u n d  h a rd  w h ile  th e  ir o n  
w a s  s o ft .  “ Y o u  k n o w  w e ll  e n o u g h  y o u  
n e v e r  t o o k  o u t  th a t k e y  th e  n ig h t  o f  
th e  r o b b e r y — c a ll in g  it  a  ‘ r o b b e r y ’ f o r  
th e  tim e  b e in g . Y o u  d id n ’t  ta k e  it o u t , 
I  s a y ! Y o u ’v e  b e e n  lu g g in g  y o u r  o w n  
m o n e y  b a c k  a n d  fo r t h , n ig h ts , t o  y o u r  
h o u s e  b e ca u se  th is  k e y  d id n ’t  w o r k . 
Y o u  to ld  th e  in s p e c to r  a n d  m y s e l f  y o u  
h a d n ’ t le f t  y o u r  m o n e y  in  th e  s a fe .”  
H e  b a n g e d  h is  fist o n  J e f fe r s ’ sh o u ld e r . 
W t ih  th e  b lo w  h e  w a s  ja r r in g  th e  m a n ’ s 
s la ck  c o m m a n d  o f  h im s e l f ,  a t th e  sa m e 
t im e  ja b b in g  w ith  sp e e ch . “ A n d  y o u  
t o ld  u s y o u  m o s t  a lw a y s  c a r r ie d  th e  k e y  
w ith  y o u  to  y o u r  h o u s e . Y o u  t o ld  us 
so , d id n ’t y o u ? ”

“ Y e s , I  d id  te ll y o u  that. O f  co u r s e , 
I  c a rr ie d  th e  k e y  a w a y  n ig h ts .”

“ H o w ? ”
“ I n  m y  p a n ts  p o c k e t .”
“ T h e  h e ll— y o u ’v e  b e e n  c a r r y in g  th at 

k e y  in  a n y  p o c k e t  r ig h t  a lo n g ! ”  je e r e d  
th e  d e p u ty  r o u g h ly . “ I t ’ s a ll c o v e r e d  
w ith  ru st. I t  w o u ld  b e  s m o o th  an d  
sh in y  i f  y o u  h a d  c a rr ie d  it r e g u la r ly  in  
y o u r  p o c k e t . A n d  w h e n  th e in s p e c to r

a n d  I  o p e n  u p  th a t lo c k  in  th e  m o r n in g , 
b e f o r e  w itn esses , w e ’ ll b e  a b le  to  tell 
th e  w o r ld  th a t th e  k e y  c o u ld n ’t  b e  ta k e n  
o u t. N o w , J e ffe rs , y o u ’ re  g o in g  t o  b e  
s h o w n  u p  in  a ro tte n  lig h t , le a v in g  ten  
th o u sa n d  d o lla rs  in  a s a fe  lik e  th is . 
C r im in a l n e g lig e n c e , a n y w a y .”  T h e n  
S a n d y  ju m p e d  fig u r a t iv e ly  w ith  b o th  
fe e t . “ N o w  m a k e  th e  w h o le  th in g  
s h o r t  a n d  sw eet, m a n ! S h o w  m e  w h e r e  
y o u  h id  th a t re g is te re d  m a i l ! ”

I n  q u ic k  p a n ic  J e ffe r s  t r ie d  t o  s tr u g 
g le  to  h is  fe e t .

T h e  o ff ice r  set c lu tc h  o n  th e  b a ck  o f  
th e  m a n ’ s n e c k  a n d  h e ld  h im  d o w n , 
p u s h in g  th e  h ea d  fo r w a r d  till th e  p o s t 
m a s te r ’ s n o s e  a lm o s t  t o u c h e d  th e  c o n 
d e m n a to r y  k e y . “ W e ’v e  g o t  y o u , J e f 
fe r s  ! G o t  y o u  f o u l ! S a v e  s o m e  o f  
y o u r  p e lt  b y  c o m in g  a c r o s s  c le a n !”

“ Y o u  a in ’t g o t  th e  g a ll, h a v e  y e , to  
a c cu s e  m e  o f  ta k in g  that m o n e y ? ”

“ I t  is n ’t g a ll. I t ’ s h o r s e  sen se . O f  
c o u r s e  y o u  to o k  i t !  Y o u  k n o w  y o u  
to o k  it. F e ll  f o r  w h a t  lo o k e d  lik e  an  
e a s y  th in g . Y o u  t o o k  it .”  S a n d y  
d r u m m e d  h a rd  w ith  th e  in e x o r a b le  a c 
cu sa tio n . H e  h e ld  firm  c lu tch  o n  th e  
tw is t in g  n e c k . “ I ’m  a r r e s t in g  y o u  f o r  
c r im in a l n e g lig e n c e  in  y o u r  p o s it io n  as 
p o s tm a s te r , J e ffe r s . I  a rres t y o u , I  s a y !  
I n  th e n a m e  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ! T h e  
b ig g e r  c h a r g e  w ill be  lo d g e d  a g a in st 
y o u  t o -m o r r o w  b e fo r e  th e  n e a re s t  ju s 
t ic e . P ic k  th is  m a n  u p , L o v e la c e .  O v e r  
y o u r  s h o u ld e r  w ith  h im . W e ’ ll lo c k  
h im  u p .”

“ Y o u ’ re  w r e c k in g  m e  in  m y  h o m e  
p la c e !”  b lea ted  th e c a p t iv e  w h e n  L o v e 
la ce  la id  h a n d s  o n  h im , s w in g in g  h im  
a lo f t  w ith  t e r r i fy in g  v ig o r .

“ W r e c k  o r  n o  w r e c k , y o u  c a n ’t  sn e e r  
at U n c le  S arq  a n d  e x p e c t  t o  g e t  a w a y  
w ith  it ,”  d e c la re d  th e  d e p u ty  re le n t
le ss ly . “ D o n ’t f o r  a  m in u te  th in k  I ’m  
g o in g  o n  g u e s s w o r k  in  th is  a r re s t .”  
D e s p e r a te ly  re s o lv e d  to  c a r r y  th e  m a n  
c o m p le te ly  o f f  h is  m en ta l fe e t , e v e n  as 
th e  d a rk y  h a d  s w e p t  h im  o f f  th e p h y s i
ca l p ed a ls , th e  o ff ic e r  sn a p p e d , b lu f f in g :
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“ W e ’v e  g o t  y o u  w e ll s ized  u p  s in ce  
w e ’ v e  b e e n  in  to w n , J e f f e r s !  I t ’ s o u r  
r e g u la r  b u s in e ss . W e  k n o w  h o w  to  
d ig  f o r  fa c t s .”

T h e  p r is o n e r  w a s  u n d e r  th e  d isa d 
v a n ta g e  o f  t r y in g  to  c o n d u c t  a  d e fe n s e  
f r o m  th e  q u e e r  r o s tru m  o f  a  m a n ’ s 
s h o u ld e r . H o w e v e r ,  h e d id  w h a t h e 
co u ld . “ T h e  ta ttle rs  la y  it  a g a in st m e  
b e ca u se  I ’v e  g o t  a  n e w  ca r . B u t  it  
a in ’t b een  p a id  f o r ,  I  te ll y e  ”

“ S o o n  w o u ld  b e  p a id  f o r  i f  y o u r  
t h e f t  o f  r e g is te re d  m a il c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
p u t o v e r  b y  y o u .”  S a n d y  w a s  tr iu m 
p h a n t a n d  c o c k s u r e  n o w . T h e  m a n  h a d  
let d r o p  an e x c u s e  f o r  th e n eed  o f  
e a s y  m o n e y . “ I ’m  g iv in g  y o u  o n e  m o r e  
a n d  y o u r  last ch a n ce  to  c o m e  a c r o s s  to  
m e , J e ffe rs . D ig  u p  th e  ca sh .”

“ L e t  m e  get o n to  m y  fe e t .”
“ W i l l  y o u  d ig  u p  th  c a s h ? ”
S a n d y  o p e n e d  h is  flash  lig h t  an d  

b o r e d  th e  b ea m  in to  th e  b lin k in g  e y e s  
o f  th e  ca p tiv e , h o ld in g  th e  s tea d y  g la re . 
T h e r e  w a s  a sp e c ie s  o f  h y p n o t ic  e ffe c t  
in  th e  m a n e u v e r .

J e ffe r s  b r o k e  a  p r o lo n g e d  s i le n c e : 
“ I f  y o u  g e t th e  m o n e y , ca n  th e th in g  
b e  f ix e d  u p  f o r  m e ? ”

“ W e  c a n ’ t d o  b u s in e ss  till th e  ‘ i f ’ 
h a s  b e e n  c le a n e d  u p — a n d  I  g e t  th e  
m o n e y .”

J e ffe rs , h e lp le ss , h o p e le ss , ca m e  
a c r o s s  w ith  a  ru sh . “ I  g u e ss  it a in ’t 
n o  u se  to  b u ck  a ga in st U n c le  S a m . 
O u g h t  to  h a v e  k n o w n  it. L e t  m e  o n to  
m y  fe e t  a n d  I ’ ll h a n d  o v e r .”

S ta n d in g , w a v e r in g  to  a n d  f r o ,  h e 
e x p la in e d  th a t he w o u ld  h a v e  to  g o  to  
h is  h a r d w a r e  s to ck  f o r  a ch ise l. S a n d y  
g a v e  h im  th e  flash  lig h t  to  u se  f o r  a  
lig h t . H e  sh u ffled  to  th e  re a r  o f  th e  
s to re .

W a t t s  t o o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  J e ffe r s ’ d e 
p a rtu re .

“ M a h  sak es  a n d  g o o d n e s s , M a s ’ 
S a n d y ! ”  h e  w h is p e re d . “ F o r  d e te ck it 
in g , y o ’ suali d o n e  g o t  ’em  all s tu ck  o n  
d e  fly  p a p e r .”

‘ W o u ’ re  a ll o f f  o n  th a t ,”  w a s  th e

c o n fe s s io n , m u te d  a lo n g  w ith  a  ra th e r  
h y ster ica l ch u ck le . “ B u m  d e te ct iv e . 
B u t as a b lu f fe r  I ’m  n o t  s o  b a d . L o o k  
a -h e re , L o v e la c e ;  th is  seem s to  b e  d e 
v e lo p in g  in to  a  m o r e  o r  less  c r a z y  n igh t. 
I ’m  g o in g  to  k e e p  o n  a n d  p la y  it 
th r o u g h  o n  th e  b u g h o u s e  p lan — a n d  
y o u ’ v e  g o t  t o  b e  c r a z y  a lo n g  w ith  m e . 
I ’m  d o in g  fa s t  th in k in g . I  w a n t  to  
m a k e  a r e c o r d  in  c r a z y  s tu ff , n o w  th a t 
th is  th in g  h as g o n e  as fa r  as it h as. 
S o m e th in g  th e  s te a d y  o ffice  p lu g g e rs  
w ill n e v e r  fo r g e t . I ’m  d e p e n d in g  o n  
y o u , o ld  p a l, r e m e m b e r  th a t .”

T h e  d a rk y  ch o k e d . “ M a h  sou l an d  
b o d y !  A h  n e v e r  s p e c ’  o r  h o p e  t o  b e  
ca lle d  dat— ca lled  ‘ p a l,’  M a s ’ S a n d y , b y  
y o ’ . A h  ca n ’t  sa y  n u ffin ’ . B u t ” — in 
th e  g lo o m  h e  re a ch e d  a n d  to u c h e d  th e  
y o u n g  m a n ’ s h a n d , g e n t ly , re v e re n t ia lly  
— “ A h  ra ck e n  A h  d o n ’t h a v e  to  sa y  
n u ffin ’ .”

“ I ’ ll sa y  y o u  d o n ’t, L o v e la c e !  N o w  
w e ’ll g o  to  th e  rest o f  it. S o m e  t r i c k !  
S o m e  k i c k ! ”

C H A P T E R  V I .
o n e  p r i s o n e r : s p e c i a l  d e l i v e r y .

{ ' ' 'O W E D ,  sh a k en , a b je c t , J e f fe r s  ca m e 
b a ck  fr o m  h is q u e s t , c a r r y in g  a  

ch ise l.
“ C u ssed  i f  I k n o w  w h a t  co m e  o v e r  

m e  all o f  a su d d e n , to  m a k e  m e  o w n  
u p  lik e  I ’v e  d o n e ,”  h e  g ru m b le d . H e  
h a n d ed  th e  flash  l ig h t  t o  th e  o ff ice r . 
“ B u t it a in ’t m u c h  w o n d e r  y o u  g o t  m y  
g o a t— b e in g  ju m p e d  o u t  o ’ b e d  a n d  
sa ck ed  ro u n d  in  th e  n ig h t lik e  a  b a g  
o ’ p o ta te rs .”

“ T r u e . N o t  m u c h  to  be  w o n d e r e d  
a t ,”  a g re e d  S a n d y  co m p la c e n t ly . H e  
h a d  h is  o w n  in te rp re ta tio n  f o r  th e  p s y 
c h o lo g y  o f  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  J e ffe rs . T h e  
a tta ck e r  h a d  u sed  r in g  ta ct ics , d iz z y 
in g  h is  m a n  at th e  sta rt, f o l lo w in g  u p  
th e  a d v a n ta g e  w ith  a ccu s a t io n s  lik e  
ra p id  sh o r t-a rm  ja b s . B u t h e sm o o th e d  
th e  ca se  f o r  th e  p o s tm a ste r  b y  a d d in g : 
“ H o w e v e r ,  y o u ’ re  s h o w in g  m ig h ty  g o o d  
sense, m a n  t r y in g  to  sq u a re  m a tters
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b e fo r e  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  is ca lled  o n  to  
p u t  th e  s c r e w s  to  y o u  in  c o u r t .”

“ W h a t  ca n  I  sa y  t o  e x p la in  ? ”  w h in e d  
th e  cu lp r it .

“ T h e  e x c u s e  o f  a  su d d e n  b ra in s to rm  
h a s  b een  c o n s id e r a b ly  o v e r w o r k e d , t o  
b e  su re , b u t it  m a y  g iv e  y o u  s o m e  litt le  
b o o s t  o u t  o f  th e  h o le ,”  S a n d y  su g g e s te d  
d r y ly .

“ W e l l ,  m y  h e a d  w a s  in  a w h ir l ,  h a v 
in g  a ll th a t ca sh  in  h a n d  a n d  th in k in g  
I  c o u ld  see  a  g o o d  w a y  to  p u t th e  jo b  
o v e r ,”  a ffirm ed  J e ffe r s  e a rn estly . “ B u s i
n ess  h a s  b e e n  a w fu l  s la ck  w ith  m e , a n d  
I  w a s  b e in g  p u s h e d  lik e  b la z e s  f o r  
m o n e y  a n d -------- ”

“ T e ll  m e  th e  s to r y  la t e r !”  b r o k e  in  
S a n d y  im p a tie n tly . “ F ir s t  o f  a ll, 
d ig  u p .”

J e ffe r s  k n e lt  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  s a fe  a n d  
p r ie d  u p  a  f lo o r  b o a rd .

“ A t  a n y  ra te , y o u  ca n  see  a n d  b e a r  
w itn e s s  as h o w  I  d id n ’t lu g  it  m u c h  
o f  a n y  w a y s .”

H e  g r o p e d  in  a  re ce ss  u n d e r  th e  
f lo o r , l i f t e d  o u t  th e  fa t  p a ck e t , a n d  
p la ce d  it in  th e o f f ic e r ’ s e a g e r  h a n d s.

“ I ’ ll sa y  th is  m u c h , J e f f e r s :  Y o u
d id  p u t it  in  a  s a fe r  p la ce  th an  y o u r  o ld  
tin  ca n  o f  a  s tr o n g  b o x . ”

“ B y  t h u n d e r ! T h e r e ’s  a n  id e a  y o u ’v e  
g iv e  m e !”  c r ie d  th e  o th e r  e x c ite d ly . 
“ I  can  sa y  I  h id  it f o r  sa k e -k e e p in g , 
a n d  in  th e  m o r n in g  w o k e  u p  a n d  f o r 
g o t  I  h a d n ’t le f t  it in  th e  s a fe . G o t  all 
ra tt led  a n d  r e p o r te d  a  r o b b e r y . H e lp  
m e  o u t  in  it , w o n ’ t y e ? ”

“ Y o u  ca n  h a r d ly  e x p e c t  a  U n ite d  
S ta tes  d e p u ty  m a rsh a l to  h e lp  y o u  in  
c o m p o u n d in g  a fe lo n y ,”  sta ted  th e  o ffi
c e r  w ith  s e v e r ity . “ Y o u ’v e  still g o t  I n 
s p e c to r  S n o w  t o  d e a l w ith , y o u  k n o w . 
A n d  I ’m  w a r n in g  y o u  th at y o u  c o u ld n ’t 
o p e n  y o u r  w a y  t o  h is  h ea rt w ith  an  
e le c tr ic  d r il l .”

J e ffe r s  sq u a tte d  d o w n  o n  h is  
h a u n ch e s  a n d  l i f t e d  h is  v o ic e  in  a  w a i l : 
“ I t  m e a n s  m e  f o r  A t la n t a !”

“ K e e p  y o u r  h ea d , m a n ,”  S a n d y  a d 
m o n is h e d . I n  h is  e x a lta t io n  o f  sp ir its ,

h e  w a s  h a n k e r in g  to  g o  th e  lim it  in  
fr e a k  p e r fo r m a n c e , a s s u r in g  h im s e l f ,  
h o w e v e r , th a t h is  f ly e r  in  n o v e lt y  w a s  
n o t  e x a c t ly  a  f o o l  id ea , a f t e r  all.

M o s t  o f  th e  s p ic e  in  th is  C r o s s  H a r 
b o r  a f fa ir  h a d  n o w  b een  lic k e d  o f f .  
S a n d y  w a s  lo o k in g  a h e a d  t o  so m e th in g  
w ith  rea l ca y e n n e  in  it. W h a t  W a t t s  
h a d  sa id  a b o u t  th e  b o r d e r  h a d  to r c h e d  
zea l in  th e  y o u n g  m a n  t o  w h ite  heat. 
H e  w a s  o n  fir e  t o  f o l l o w  th e  J e ffe r s  
a f fa ir  w ith  a fe a t  b y  w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  
w in d  u p  h is  c a re e r  o n  th e  f o r c e  in  a  
b la ze  o f  g lo r y  th a t w o u ld  fa i r ly  s c o r c h  
th e  o ff ice  r e c o r d s . A l l  th ese  fire  m eta 
p h o r s  w e r e  f la m in g  in  h is  q u ic k  
th o u g h ts .

“ R e d -h o t  h o u n d  p u p ! ”  h e  t o ld  h im 
s e lf .  “ I  see  a w a y . A n d  I ’m  d itch e d  
i f  I  ru n  a n y  ch a n c e  o f  g e tt in g  b a d e  in to  
d a d ’ s c lu tch e s . H e r e ’ s h o w  I  stay  
a w a y  f r o m  h e a d q u a r te rs .”

A g a in  h e  w e n t  a t th e  p r is o n e r .
“ J e ffe r s , I ’m  n o t  p r o m is in g  y o u  a n y 

th in g ,”  h e  b lu r te d , ru s h in g  a ffa ir s  a c 
c o r d in g  to  th e  sy s te m  h e  h a d  a d o p t e d ; 
“ b u t y o u  m a y  b e  a b le  to  d o  s o m e th in g  
f o r  y o u r s e l f .  Y o u  h a v e  a  n e w  ca r , y o u  
sa y . I ’m  a d v is in g  y o u  t o  g iv e  it so m e  
sp ec ia l e x e r c is e . R u s h  t o  y o u r  h o u se , 
p u ll o n  y o u r  d u d s , a n d  w h o o p  it a c r o s s  
th e  S ta te  to  F e d e r a l h ea d q u a rte rs . 
S ta rt n o w !”

“ I  w o n ’t d o  i t ! ”  g a s p e d  J e ffe rs .
“ D o n ’t y o u  see  it w ill  b e  b e tte r  th a n  

to  b e  lu g g e d  in  b y  o f f ic e r s ?  T e ll  th e 
F e d e r a l d is tr ic t  a tto r n e y  th e  s to r y  
a b o u t lo s in g  y o u r  m in d — o r  fo r g e t t in g  
— o r  w h a t h a v e  y o u ?  M y  fa th e r  is 
th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  m a rsh a l f o r  th is  d is 
tr ic t . M a y b e  y o u ’d  b e tte r  g o  to  h im  
first a n d  te ll h im  I  sen t y o u  in . I ’d  
g o  w ith  y o u , b u t— b u t I ’v e  g o t  a n o th e r  
ca se  to  te n d  to . C o m e , n o w . H u s t l e !”  
H e  g r a b b e d  th e  m a n ’s a rm s  a n d  y a n k e d  
h im  to  h is fe e t .

“ B u t  i t ’ ll b e  o n ly  ju m p in g  in to  th e  
fire  w ith  b o th  fe e t .”

“ B e tte r  th an  b e in g  h e a v e d  in  b y  I n 
s p e c to r  S n o w . I t ’ ll b e  d if fe r e n t , any=
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w a y . N e v e r  ca n  te ll h o w  a d if fe re n t  
sy s te m  fr o m  th e c u t -a n d -d r ie d  o n e  w ill 
w o r k  o u t .”  H e  a d d e d  s o u l fu l ly :  “ I
fin d  th a t it o f t e n  tu rn s  th e  t r ic k  f o r  
m e. C o m e , I  sa y . J u m p  t o  it. B y  
th e  sa m e  to k e n , y o u ’ll b e  ju m p in g  th e  
d is tr ic t  a tto rn e y . Y o u  h a v e  a c le rk  
o r  s o m e b o d y  w h o  ca n  te n d  p o s t  o ffice  
a n d  s to re , h a v e n ’t y o u ? ”

“ M y  w i f e  lo o k s  a f t e r  th in g s  w h e n  
I ’m  a w a y . B u t, d a rn  it, I  a in ’t going  
a w a y — h o n k in g  a cro s t  th is  S ta te  in  the 
n ig h t lik e  a  w ild  g o o s e !  I ’m  c o o p e r e d , 
a n y w a y .”

“ B u t  y o u  ca n  g e t  in  th e  firs t  w o r d , 
a n d  i t ’ ll h e lp  y o u  a  lo t ,”  in s is ted  th e  
d e p u ty .

H o w e v e r ,  J e ffe r s  w a s  f r ig h t e n e d ; 
m o r e  th an  a ll e lse , h e s h ifte d  in to  b u ll
h e a d e d  r e v o lt  a n d  settled  f ir m ly  in to  
s tu b b o rn n e ss .

“ T h a t  s to r y  a b o u t a  b ra in  s to rm  an d  
fo r g e t t in g  m a y  so u n d  p re tty  fa ir  h ere  
in  th e  d a rk , w h ile  w e ’re  h a v in g  a n ig h t
m a re , m o r e  o r  less , a n y w a y . B u t I ’v e  
g o t  s o m e  c o m m o n  sen se  still le f t  in  m e , 
a n d  I  k n o w  h o w  it w ill s o u n d , sta n d 
in g  u p  in  b r o a d  d a y lig h t  a n d  te llin g  a 
fis h -e y e d  la w y e r  a b o u t  fo r g e t t in g  w h e re  
I  h a d  tu ck e d  ten  th o u sa n d  d o lla rs , r e g 
is te re d  m a il. I  w o n ’t g o , I  tell y o u . 
I ’m  c o o p e r e d , I  sa y . I  a in ’t g o t  n o th 
in g  to  liv e  f o r ,  a n y w a y , o w in g  th e 
m o n e y  I  d o . I  c a n ’t sta n d  a n y  m o r e !”

H e  h u d d le d  th e  b la n k e t  a b o u t h is  
b o d y  a n d  b e g a n  to  w e a v e  to  a n d  f r o  
lik e  an  a n im a l in  a  ca g e . H e  w a s  f lo g 
g in g  h is  th o u g h ts  in to  a  f r e n z y  o f  
f r ig h t  a n d  d esp a ir . “ K e e p  y o u r  h a n d s  
o f fn  m e , b o th  o f  y o u . I ’m  g o in g  to  
ju m p  in to  th e  d o c k .”  H e  sta rted  o n  
th e  ru n  f o r  th e d o o r — e sca p e d  in to  th e 
n ig h t.

“ D o  y o u r  s tu ff  a g a in , L o v e la c e ,”  
c o m m a n d e d  th e  o ffice r .

T h e  d a r k y  p lu n g e d  in  p u rsu it  o f  th e  
fu g it iv e , S a n d y  fla sh in g  th e lig h t . J e f 
fe r s  w a s  ca p tu re d  o u ts id e . T h e  o ff ic e r  
t o o k  th e k e y  fr o m  th e  w a tt le d  n e ck  
a n d  lo c k e d  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  s tore .

O n c e  m o r e  th e  ca p tiv e  w a s  lo o p e d  
o v e r  a  s tu r d y  s h o u ld e r , k ic k in g  a n d  
s tr u g g lin g  in e ffe c tu a lly .

“ H e ’s fa ir  o f f  h is  b e a n — n o  u s e  a r 
g u in g  w ith  h im — an d  w e  h a v e n ’t th e  
tim e  to  w a s te ,”  sa id  th e  d e p u ty  to  h is  
h e lp er . “ L u g  h im  b a ck  to  h is h ou se . 
W e ’ ll k e e p  o n  b e in g  h a lf  c r a z y  a lo n g  
w ith  h im . C a n  y o u  d r iv e  a  ca r  ?”

“ S u a h  ca n , M a s ’ S a n d y !  B e e n  h a n 
d lin g  a  tru ck , o f f  an d  o n .”  W a t t s  
t r u d g e d  w ith  h is  b u rd e n .

“ Y o u ’ re  g o in g  to  d r iv e  th is  m a n  to  
F e d e ra l h e a d q u a rte rs  a n d  h a n d  h im  to  
m y  fa th e r . I ’ ll ca ll d a d  in  th e  e a r ly  
m o r n in g  a n d  te ll h im  y o u ’ re  o n  th e  
w a y  a n d  w h a t it ’ s a ll a b o u t. D o n ’t b e  
a fr a id , L o v e la c e . I ’ ll c lea n  y o u  w h e re  
S n o w ’ s co n c e r n e d . A n d  y o u ’ll b e  
b r in g in g  in  th e  p r o o f  th a t th e  in s p e c to r  
w a s  all w r o n g  in  g r a b b in g  y o u .”

“ D a t m a k e  it w h a t y o ’  ca ll b in d in g , 
M a s ’ S a n d y .”  H e  ru m b le d  a d eep  
ch u c k le . “ A h ’ s su ah  b o u n d  to  d o  d is  
j o b  A - l  a n d  to p -n o tc h , ’ ca u se  it d o n e  
p u ll m e  o u t o f  d e  h o le .”

“ E x a c t ly . A  f i f t y - f i f t y  c h o r e  f o r  
b o th  o f  u s ,”  co m m e n te d  S a n d y  b r isk ly , 
m o r e  than  e v e r  c o n v in c e d  th a t, th o u g h  
th e  h a n d c u ffs  w e r e  ta k en  f r o m  W a t t s ’ 
w r is ts , fir m e r  fe tte rs  h a d  b e e n  p u t o n . 
In  h is  th o u g h ts  h e w a s  in d u lg in g  in  a 
b it o f  b a c k -p a tt in g  f o r  h im s e lf . “ M o r e  
o f  th e  h e a d fir s t - fo o l  s tu ff , as th e y ’ ll 
lo o k  at it f r o m  th e  o u ts id e . B u t , z o w i e ! 
A in ’t  it w o r k in g  s lick  S o m e  tie -u p , 
I ’ ll a n n o u n ce  to  th e w a l l-e y e d  w o r l d ! ”  

L e a d in g  th e  w a y , S a n d y  p e r c e iv e d  
th at th ere  w a s  a  lig h t in  th e p o s tm a s 
te r ’s h ou se . H e  su rm ise d  th a t th e  m a n ’ s 
w i fe  w a s  s t ir r in g  a n d  w o r r ie d .

W h e n  h e  ran  u p  th e  s tep s  o f  th e 
p o r c h  h e fo u n d  h e r  s ta n d in g  in  th e  
d o o r w a y .

A s  s o o n  as sh e  g a sp e d  q u e s t io n s  h e 
g a v e  h er  a g lim p s e  o f  h is  b a d g e  u n d e r  
th e lig h t  f r o m  h is fla sh  ligh t.

“ I ’m  o n e  o f  th e o ff ic e rs  h e re  f r o m  
h e a d q u a rte rs . Y o u r  h u sb a n d  m u st 
h a v e  to ld  y o u  w e ’ re  h e r e .”  H e  ca lled
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in to  th e  d a r k n e s s : “ S tep  a lo n g , M r .
J e ffe rs . W e  h a v e n ’ t a n y  tim e  to  w a s te .”

W a t t s  ca u g h t th e  h in t in  th a t c o m 
m a n d . H e  h a d  lu g g e d  th e  m a n  to  o n e  
s id e  o f  th e  h o u s e , o u t  o f  s ig h t  f r o m  
th e  d o o r w a y . H e  set J e ffe r s  o n  h is  
fe e t , g a v e  h im  a  p u sh , a n d  sen t h im  
ru n n in g .

“ Y o u r  h u sb a n d  h as b e e n  h e lp in g  us 
a ll h e  ca n  in  th e  m a tter , M r s . J e f fe r s ,”  
th e  o ff ic e r  w a s  c o n t in u in g  w h e n  th e  
p o s tm a s te r  a r r iv e d  o n  th e  p o r c h . “ W e  
h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  g ra b  o n to  s o m e th in g  
d e fin ite , a n d  M r . J e ffe r s  h as a g re e d  to  
ta k e  h is  c a r  a n d  g o  w ith  o n e  o f  o u r  
m e n  o n  s o m e  sk irm ish  w o r k .”

“ W h e r e  a re  y o u  g o in g , B e n ? ”  she 
q u a v e re d .

S a n d y  set h is  p a lm  a g a in s t  J e ffe r s ’ 
b a ck  a n d  h u rr ie d  h im  in to  th e  h a llw a y . 
G o in g  a lo n g  w ith  h is  m a n , h e  ca lle d  
b a ck  to  th e  w o m a n :

“ I t ’ s sk irm ish  w o r k , as I  t o ld  y o u . 
H e ’ ll b e  w ith  a  s a fe  m a n — n o  ca ll to  
b e  w o r r y in g  a b o u t h im .”  I n  J e ffe r s ’ 
e a r  h e  m u tt e r e d : “ O n  y o u r  w a y  w ith  
m e  to  y o u r  b e d r o o m ! G e t o n  y o u r  
c lo th e s— o r  I ’ ll h o lle r  f o r  L o v e la c e . 
Y o u  d o n ’t w a n t  to  sca re  h e r  to  d ea th , 
d o  y o u  ?”

T h e  th rea t o p e ra te d . T h e  h u sb a n d  
c lim b e d  th e  sta irs  a h ea d  o f  th e  d e p u ty .

F r o m  th e  u p p e r  la n d in g  S a n d y  ca lled  
d o w n :

“ N o  n e e d  f o r  y o u  to  c o m e  u p , M r s . 
J e ffe r s . Y o u r  h u sb a n d  a n d  I  w a n t  to  
h a v e  a litt le  p r iv a te  ta lk  w h ile  h e is 
d re s s in g .”

I n  th e  b e d r o o m  th e  c a p to r  d e m a n d e d :
“ H a s  sh e  a n y  id ea  y o u  t o o k  th a t 

m o n e y  ? ”
“ G o o d  h e a v e n s , n o !”
“ D o n ’t s ta n d  th ere , w h in in g !  G e t  

y o u r  c lo th e s  o n to  y o u r s e l f .  J e ffe rs , 
y o u  h e a rd  m e  te ll L o v e la c e  I ’d  ca ll m y  
fa t h e r  o n  th e  p h o n e . I ’ ll p u t in  th e  
b e s t  w o r d  f o r  y o u  I  can . I  c a n ’t te ll 
y o u  w h a t ’ ll b e  d o n e  in  y o u r  ca se , o f  
c o u r s e . B u t  y o u r  c o m in g  in  o n  th e  
d e a d  ru n  a n d  m a k in g  a  c lea n  b rea st is

g o in g  to  h e lp  y o u  a  lo t . Y o u  o u g h t  
to  see th a t m u c h . A n d  y o u ’ re  g o in g , 
a n y w a y . U n d e r s ta n d  th a t?  G o in g  o u t  
a ll s m o o th  a n d  n o t  s c a r in g  y o u r  w i f e  
t o  d ea th — o r  e lse  y o u ’ re  g o in g  in  red  
fire  a n d  w ith  a  ‘ H o o r a h ! ’ u n d e r  th at 
b ig  d a r k y ’ s a rm . P ic k  y o u r  o w n  sty le . 
B u t h u r r y ! ”

H e  h e ld  th e  b ea m  o f  th e  flash  lig h t  
o n  J e ffe r s  w h ile  th e  la tte r  p u lle d  o n  h is  
c lo th e s . T h e  in v o lv e m e n t  o f  h is  w i f e  
in  th e  s itu a tion  h a d  e f fe c t iv e ly  k n o c k e d  
o u t  o f  h im  a ll h is  b a lk in ess .

“ P u ll  y o u r s e l f  to g e th e r , n o w , a n d  
m a k e  a  s m o o th  g e t -a w a y ,”  c o u n s e le d  
S a n d y  w h e n  J e ffe r s  w a s  c lo t h e d  a n d  
r e a d y  to  d e sce n d .

T h e  u su a l N e w  E n g la n d  re s tra in t 
m a rk e d  th e  p a r t in g  o f  h u sb a n d  a n d  
w i fe  b en e a th  th e  e y e  o f  th e  stra n g er . 
A n d  J e ffe r s  h a d  h im s e lf  u n d e r  c o n tr o l  

n o w  a n d  d e sp e ra te ly  s t r o v e  to  su p p re ss  
a ll in d ica t io n  that th is  s e p a ra tio n  w a s  
a n y th in g  e x c e p t  a sh o r t  a b s e n c e  o n  
U n c le  S a m ’ s b u s in ess .

T h e  w o m a n  c lo s e d  th e  d o o r  b e h in d  
th e  p a ir ;  h e r  v is a g e  re v e a le d  p la c id  a c 
c e p ta n ce  o f  th e  s itu a tion .

J e ffe r s  h a d  sa id , g iv in g  h e r  th e  k e y  
o f  th e s to r e  in  a  m a t t e r -o f - fa c t  m a n n e r :

“ T e n d  o u t  o n  e v e r y th in g  till I  c o m e  
b a c k .”

T h e  g a r a g e  w a s  a t th e  re a r  o f  th e 
h o u se . J e ffe r s  u n lo c k e d  th e  d o o r  a n d  
d is c lo s e d  a s tu rd y  ca r , t o u r in g  m o d e l .

L o v e la c e  p r o m p t ly  sat in  a t th e  
w h e e l ; th e  p a s s e n g e r  m o u n te d  b e s id e  
th e  ch a u ffe u r .

“ N o w , J e f fe r s ,”  th e  o ff ic e r  a d v is e d  
sy m p a th e tica lly , “ b r a c e  u p  to  th is  th in g  
th e  b est y o u  k n o w  h o w . G iv e  m e  y o u r  
h a n d , o ld  to p , a n d  s a y  y o u  w i l l .”

W it h  h is  l e f t  h a n d  S a n d y  h a d  p u lle d  
o u t  the h a n d c u ffs .

H e  h e ld  a t ig h t  g r ip  o n  J e f fe r s ’  r ig h t  
a n d  s lip p e d  a lin k  o f  th e  c u f fs  o n  th e 
m a n ’ s w r is t , th e n  sn a p p e d  th e  o th e r  
lin k  a r o u n d  a  s p r e a d e r  o f  th e  to p .

T h e  ca p t iv e  s q u a w k e d  h o a rse ly .
“ O h , n o , y o u ’ re  n o t  e x a c t ly  a  p r is 
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o n e r , m an . B u t  y o u ’v e  h a d  o n e  b ra in  
s to r m  to -n ig h t , ta lk in g  a b o u t su ic id e , 
a n d  I ’m  ta k in g  n o  ch a n ces  o n  y o u r  h a v 
in g  a n o th e r . I  d o n ’t w a n t L o v e la c e  to  
h a v e  a n y th in g  o n  h is  m in d  e x c e p t  ru n 
n in g  th is  ca r— a n d  ru n n in g  it lik e  th e  
b lu e  T o p h e t , an d  h e  ca n ’t be  u s in g  o n e  
h a n d  f o r  y o u .”

“ M u c h  o b le e g e d , M a s ’ S a n d y , A h  
w a s  w o r r y in ’ . A h  su a h  d o n e  h ate  to  
th in k  o f  lo s in ’ d is  g e n t w h o  can  w a tch  
s ig n b o a ’d s  f o ’ m e .”

“ T h a t ’ s w h a t y o u  d o , J e ffe rs . S h o w  
y o u r  d r iv e r  th e sh o rt  cu ts  t o  th e p a v e d  
tu rn p ik e , a n d  th en  i t ’ ll b e  ea sy  sa ilin g .”  

L o v e la c e  sn ap p ed  on  th e  ca r  lights. 
“ G e e  d in g  i t ! ”  g ru n te d  S a n d y . 

“ S o m e th in g  m u st b e  th e  m a tte r  w ith  
m y  m in d . I  ca n ’ t seem  to  th in k  o f  b u t 
o n e  th in g  at a tim e. L o v e la c e , I  w a s  
fo r g e t t in g  s o m e th in g  m ig h ty  im p o r 
ta n t.”

“ M a s ’ S a n d y , se e m s  lik e  y o u  d o n e  
h a b  e n o u g h  to  t ’ in k  a b o u t, in  d is  o n e  
th in g .”

“ B u t n o t to  th e  e x te n t  o f  p u tt in g  a 
b ig g e r  m a tte r  o u t  o f  m y  m in d . G et 
o u t  a n d  c o m e  a lo n g  w ith  m e .”

W h ile  th e  b ig  ch a p  w a s  w o r k in g  h is 
w a y  o u t fr o m  u n d e r  th e  s te e r in g  w h e e l, 
th e  d e p u ty  re m a rk e d  to  J e f f e r s :

“ T h is  n e w  th in g  h a sn ’ t a n y  h itch -u p  
w ith  y o u r  ca se , p o s tm a ste r . A n o t h e r  
m a tte r  e n tire ly . Y o u ’ll e x c u s e  u s , I  
k n o w , i f  w e  m a k e  it p r iv a te .”

O u t  o f  e a rsh o t  o f  J e ffe r s , S a n d y  
s a i d :

“ M y  ta lk  w ith  d a d  o v e r  th e  p h o n e  
w il l  f ix  e v e r y th in g  a ll O . K .  f o r  y o u , 
L o v e la c e . B u t , f o r  th e  lo v e  o ’ P e te , 
d o n ’t let a w o r d  d r o p  to  h im  a b o u t 
y o u r  h a v in g  b een  o n  th e  b o r d e r . I ’ ll 
te ll h im  y o u  w e r e  o n  th e  w h a r f ,  w a it in g  
to  be  set o f f  t o  y o u r  v e s s e l— ju s t  a 
s a ilo r , y o u  k n o w . I ’ ll te ll h im  S n o w  
w e n t b lo o e y  o v e r  th e  p o s t -o f fic e  th in g . 
A n d  th a t ’ s a g o o d  o n e  o n  S n o w , see in g  
y o u ’ re  b r in g in g  in  th e  t h ie f  an d  th e  
s tu ff . A n d  sp e a k in g  o f  th at, h e r e ’ s th e  
p a c k e t .”  H e  p u lle d  it f r o m  w h e r e  it

w a s  b u tto n e d  u n d e r  h is  coa t. “ I ’ ll b e  
cu ssed  i f  I  w a s n ’t a lm o s t  fo r g e t t in g  
th at ten  th o u sa n d , t o o .  H e a d fir s t  f o o l ,  
a ll r igh t. B u t it su re  h as b e e n  m y  b u sy  
e v e n in g .”

H e  lo w e r e d  h is  v o ic e .
“ L o v e la c e , I ’m  g o in g  to  th e b o r d e r  

— sta rtin g  a ft e r  I  p h o n e  d a d  a n d  d o  a 
little— e r— b u s in ess  w ith  I n s p e c t o r
S n o w . Y o u  k n o w  th e  la y  o f  th e  lan d  
a n d  so m e  o f  th e  p e o p le  u p  th ere . I ’m  
g o in g  t o  n e e d  y o u .”

“ M a h  so u l, M a s ’ S a n d y ,”  d e c la re d  
L o v e la c e  g r a te fu l ly , “ it ’ s su ah  g o o d  to  
h ea rd  y o ’ sa y  d a t ! ”

“ S h o o t  y o u r s e l f  u p  th ere  as s o o n  as 
y o u  ca n , o n  th e s ly . W h e r e ’ s th e b est 
p la ce  to  m eet , o ld  t o p ? ”

“ A h  ra ck en  P o ta s h , M a s ’ S a n d y . 
C lo s e  to  d e  line, o n  th is  s id e .”

“ D o  y o u  m ea n  P o r t a g e ?  I ’v e  h ea rd  
o f  that p la c e .”

“ Y a s s u h , y a s s u h ! P o ta s h , d a t ’ s d e  
p la c e .”

“ T h e n  I ’ ll h a n g  u p  f o r  y o u  at—  
P o ta s h ,”  p r o m is e d  S a n d y , “ o r  y o u  d o  
th e  sa m e  f o r  m e . W e ’ll sta rt in  and  
b e  c r a z y  so m e  m o r e . S o m e  k ick  in  it, 
h e y  ?”

L o v e la c e  d o u b le d  o v e r  in  silen t 
m irth . H e  g u r g le d :

“ S u a h  s o m e  b e tte r  k in d  o ’ k ic k  dan 
A h  g o t  la s ’ t im e  A h  w a s  o n  d e  b o r d e r .”  

“ N o w  listen  to  m e , L o v e la c e . Y o u  
ju s t  g o t  a  k ic k , an d  a m e a n  on e , sn ea k 
in g  a ro u n d  c o r n e r s  d o w n  h ere  at C r o s s , 
in  th e d a rk , m a k in g  v o u r s e lf  a su sp i
c io u s  ch a ra cte r . W h ile  y o u ’ re  w a it in g  
f o r  m e  at P o r ta g e , d o n ’t sn eak . K e e p  
r ig h t in  th e o p e n — the m o r e  o p e n  th e 
b etter . M a k e  y o u r  b ig n ess . M a k e  the 
e x c u s e  o f  s o m e  k in d  o f  bu sin ess . 
Y o u ’ll h a v e  to  th in k  u p  a p lan  in  th at 
lin e  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  I ’m  t o o  ru sh ed  r ig h t 
n o w  t o  d o  a n y  th in k in g  f o r  y o u . B u t 
s w a g g e r  a r o u n d  as i f  y o u  b e lo n g e d . 
G et m e ? ”

“ Y a s — y a s s u h !”
“ E v e n  the h ick  con sta b le s  d o n ’t th in k  

tw ic e  a b o u t a m a n  w h o  is  e v id e n t ly
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m in d in g  h is  b u s in ess  w ith o u t  g iv in g  a 
h o o t . A n d  I  w o n 't  h a v e  to  d o d g e  
a r o u n d  c o r n e r s , h u n tin g  y o u  u p .”

“ N o s s u h . I  d o n e  su a h  s h o w  m a s e l f ,  
M a s ’ S a n d y .”

- “ O . K . A l l  set. H o t f o o t  it  is .”
S tu m b lin g  a lo n g  a ft e r  a  v ig o r o u s  

p u sh  b y  th e  y o u n g  m a n , L o v e la c e  
lu n g e d  to w a r d  th e  ca r , c lim b e d  in , a n d  
b a ck e d  o u t.

“ B e st  o f  lu ck , J e f fe r s ,”  e n c o u r a g e d  
th e  o ff ice r . “ Y o u ’ re  d o in g  s o m e th in g  
d if fe r e n t , as I ’ v e  sa id— a n d  th e  d if fe r 
e n t th in g s  c o u n t .”

H e  s to o d  in  th e  r o a d  a n d  w a t c h e d  th e  
c a r  g a th e r  sp e e d , d r iv in g  its  fa n  o f  
lig h t  in  f r o n t  o f  it. H e  d u s te d  h is  
h a n d s  s lo w ly .

“ O n e  little  p a n ca k e  h a s  b e e n  w e ll  
b r o w n e d ,”  h e  sa id  a lo u d . “ N o w  f o r  a  
h o t te r  fire  a n d  a  b ig g e r  c a k e .”

C H A P T E R  V I I .
TYIN G  UP LOOSE ENDS.

C A N D Y  u sed  th e lo a n e d  k e y  a n d  let 
^  h im s e l f  in to  th e  h o te l. W h e n  he 
w a s  in  h is  r o o m  h e  w a s  re a ssu re d  b y  
th e s te a d y  s n o r in g  o f  th e  in sp ector .

S h u c k in g  h im s e lf  o u t  o f  h is  c o a t , 
p u llin g  o f f  h is  sh o e s , th e  y o u n g  m a n  
to o k  th o u g h t  o n  S n o w ’ s re la t io n  to  th e  
s itu a tion . A  g la n ce  at th e  ra d iu m  d ia l 
o f  h is  w r is t  w a tch  re v e a le d  th e  h o u r . 
H e  w o u n d  th e  w a tch  a n d  h u m m e d  
s o f t l y :

“ ’Tis three o ’clock in the morning, after a 
pleasant night,

And I’m wishing Snow would forget to wake, 
now that he’s sleeping tight.”

S a n d y  w a s  a p p re h e n s iv e  r e g a r d in g  
th e  h u e  a n d  c r y  th a t th e  in s p e c to r  
w o u ld  b e  s ta rt in g  o n  a w a k in g . H o w 
e v e r , h e fo u n d  c o m fo r t  in  th e  re fle c 
t io n  th at, o f  a ll p la ce s  in  th e w o r ld , 
S n o w  w o u ld  b e  lea st lik e ly  to  f ix  u p o n  
F e d e ra l h e a d q u a rte rs  as  th e  in ten d ed  
d e stin a t io n  o f  a  b la ck  su sp e ct  a rre s te d  
f o r  a p o s t -o f f ic e  ro b b e r y .

“ I  h a v e  a m ig h ty  g o o d  m in d  t o  te ll 
S n o w  th a t ’ s w h e r e  W a t t s  h as g o n e ,”  
h e  m u se d , ch u c k lin g . “ C o m in g  fr o m  
m e, it w o u ld  e v e r la s t in g ly  c lin ch  the 
id e a  in  S n o w ’s m in d  th at W a t t s  h as  
d o n e  s o m e th in g  e x a c t ly  o p p o s ite . A n d  
as f o r  J e ffe r s — w e ll, S n o w  w o n ’t e x 
p e c t  th e  p o s tm a s te r  to  s h o w  u p  b e fo r e  
e ig h t  o ’ c lo c k . O h , I ’ ll tak e  m y  ch a n ce s  
o n  th e  t w o  g e tt in g  w e ll o n  th e ir  w a y  
b e fo r e  S n o w  ca n  b lo c k  ’ em  b y  f o o l  
te le p h o n in g  t o  sh e r iffs  a n d  p o li c e  a lo n g  
th e  tu rn p ik e .”

P a r t ly  d re s s e d , h e  p u lle d  a  b la n k e t  
o v e r  h im s e l f  a n d  w e n t  t o  s leep  w ith  
th e  re lish  o f  w e a r y  y o u th .

H e  w a s  w a k e d  b y  th e  sn a p  o f  a 
s p r in g  sh a d e  b a n g in g  t o  its  l im it  u p  
a g a in st th e  lin te l o f  a  w in d o w .

H e  o p e n e d  h is  e y e s , y a w n e d , a n d  
lo o k e d  in n o c e n t ly  u p  in to  th e  h a l f -  
m a n ia ca l g la r e  f r o m  u n d e r  th e  in s p e c 
t o r ’ s tw is te d  b r o w s .

“ W h e r e  th e  h e ll ’ s th a t d a r k y ? ”  
S a n d y , u n p e r tu rb e d , g la n c e d  a r o u n d  

th e  r o o m . “ W h y ,  is n ’t  h e  h e r e ? ”  
“ B a t-e a r e d , b a ld -h e a d e d  Z e k e !  Y o u  

— y o u — y o u  a sk in g  m e  a  q u e s t io n  lik e 
t h a t !”  F r o t h  g a th e re d  in  th e  c o r n e r s  
o f  S n o w ’ s m o u th . “ H e  a in ’ t h e r e ! 
C a n ’ t y o u  see  it ? D o n ’t y o u  k n o w  it ?”  

S a n d y  sat u p , t o o k  a n o th e r  s u r v e y  
o f  th e  r o o m , r o lle d  o n  th e  b e d  to  th e 
e d g e , a n d  p e e re d  b e lo w  th e  fr a m e .

“ W e l l ,  in s p e c to r , h e re a lly  o u g h t  to  
b e  h ere . H e ’ s s u p p o s e d  to  b e  h e re , o f  
c o u r s e . Y o u  a rre s te d  h im .”

“ Y e s ,  a n d  le f t  h im  in  y o u r  ch a rg e . 
W h a t  th e  d e v il has h a p p e n e d ? ”

S a n d y  c la p p e d  h is  p a lm  to  h is  f o r e 
h ea d .

S n o w  s h o w e d  a  fla sh  o f  s o lic itu d e . 
“ D id  h e  k n o c k  y o u  o u t ? ”
“ N o ,  in s p e c to r . I  c a n ’t lie  t o  y o u . 

A n d , b e s id e s , I  h a v e n ’t a n y  b u m p  to  
s h o w  f o r  p r o o f . ”

A g a in  h e  set h is  p a lm  a g a in st  h is  
b r o w , sh a d in g  a  d a w n in g  g r in .

“ I ’m  n o t  n u r s in g  a  b u m p . I ’m  th in k 
in g .”
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T h e  in s p e c to r , a  fig u re  o f  a lm o s t  in 
sen sa te  fu r y , th r e w  h is  a rm s  a b o v e  h is  
h e a d ; th e n  h e lo w e r e d  th em  s lo w ly , 
e m itt in g  a  lo n g  sq u ea l, as r e lie f .

“ S o u n d s  lik e  t r y in g  o u t  a ir  b ra k e s ,”  
o b s e r v e d  S a n d y  a m ia b ly .

“ B y  th e  b lu e  g o d s , th ere  y o u  g o  w ith  
th a t e v e r la s t in g  jo s h  o f  y o u r s ! Y o u ’v e  
t r ie d  o n  m e  f o r  th e  last t im e . Y o u ’re  
s o f t  o n  th e  p r is o n e r — y o u ’v e  le t h im  get 
a w a y . T h is  is  w h e re  I  p u n ch  y o u r  
f a c e ! ”  H e  d o u b le d  h is  fists.

S a n d y  s lid  o f f  th e b e d  a n d  s to o d  u p .
H is  ey es  n a r r o w e d  s lo w ly , h is  ch in  

ju t te d , th e  a m ia b ility  fa d e d  o u t  o f  a 
p a lin g  v is a g e  o n  w h ic h  h e  p u t th e  m ask  
o f  h is r in g  e x p r e s s io n .

“ S n o w , w e ’ ll g e t  r ig h t  t o  ca ses  o n  
th is  h a m m e r -a n d -h it  b u s in e s s ! J u st a 
w o r d  o f  w a r n in g  b e fo r e  y o u  p u n ch  m e. 
H a v e  y o u  h e a rd  th at I ’v e  fo u g h t  m y  
w a y  u p  a lm o st  to  th e  lig h tw e ig h t  ch a m 
p io n s h ip  ?”

“ I  k n o w  y o u ’v e  b een  s p a r r in g .”
“ I  h a p p e n  to  b e  th e ch a p  o f  th e  re d  

m a sk . T h e  f o o l  n e w s p a p e rs  h a v e  
p r in te d  q u ite  a  b it a b o u t  h im . W it h  th e 
w a r n in g — i f  y o u ’ re  b o u n d  to  t r y  the 
p u n c h , g o  a h e a d .”

“ I ’m  n o  ch e a p  p r iz e  fig h te r ,”  g r o w le d  
S n o w , lo w e r in g  h is  h a n d s .

“ I ’m  h o n e s t ly  a fr a id  y o u ’d  b e  in  f o r  
a p o lis h in g  i f  y o u  tr ie d  m e  w ith  fis ts ,”  
sa id  S a n d y  e a rn estly . “ A n d  a ft e r  th is 
k e e p  y o u r  to n g u e  o f f  m e , t o o . W fe ’ ll 
b e  ca lm  a n d  ta lk  sen se . M y  th in k in g  
h as re m in d e d  m e  o f  so m e th in g . N o w  
I  re m e m b e r . W a t t s  is n ’t h e re  b eca u se  
I  sen t h im  o f f  o n  an  e r r a n d .”

“ T a lk  se n s e ! S e n s e ! Y o u ’ re  jo s h 
in g -------- ”

S a n d y  sq u a re d  h is  e lb o w s  a n d  a d 
v a n c e d , w ith  a  q u ic k  a n d  su g g e stiv e  
tw is t  o f  h is  lith e  b o d y  to  o n e  sid e .

“ M a y b e  w e ’ll h a v e  to  g e t  d o w n  to  
ta ck s  in  a  se t -to , a f t e r  a ll. S t ick  ’ em  
u p , S n o w !”  T h e r e  w a s  m e n a c e  in  p o s e  
a n d  e x p r e s s io n .

T h e  in s p e c to r  s te p p e d  b a ck , sa w in g  
h is  fla tten ed  h a n d  t o  a n d  f r o  in  fr o n t

o f  h is  fa c e . “ I  w o n ’t f i g h t ; b u t I  c a n ’ t 
see  w h e r e  y o u ’ re  ta lk in g  se n se .”

“ W e ll ,  h o w  a b o u t th is , th e n ?  I  sen t 
P o s tm a s te r  J e ffe r s  a lo n g  w ith  W a tts , 
a n d  th e  t w o  o f  ’ em  a re  ru n n in g  d o w n  
a  su re  c le w , M o n e y  a n d  m a n , b o th , 
w ill  b e  in  U n c le  S a m ’ s h a n d s  b e fo r e  
n ig h t. P r e t ty  g o o d ,  e h ? ”

S n o w  d r o p p e d  o n to  th e  b e d  w ith  a 
f o r c e  w h ic h  n e a r ly  u n jo in te d  th e  fra m e .

“ I  p a s s !  M y  h a n d ’ s o n  th e  ta b le . 
G o in g  to  s h o w  m e  th e  h a n d  y o u ’ re  
b lu ffin g  w i t h ? ”

S a n d y  o p e n e d  h is  e y e s , r e g is te r in g  
m ild  rebu k e .

“ I ’m  n o t  b lu ffin g  in  th is , S n o w , h o n 
estly . B u t I  d o n ’t m ea n  to  s h o w  y o u  
m y  ca rd s— n o t  n o w .”

“ Y o u ’ re  n o t  s h o w in g  p r o p e r  re sp e ct  
f o r  a  p o s t -o f f ic e  in s p e c to r  o n  a case  
w ith  y o u . I f  y o u  w e r e  p u tt in g  a  d ea l 
a cro ss , w h y  d id n ’ t y o u  w a k e  m e  u p  
an d  let m e  k n o w ? ”

“ Y o u  w e r e  s le e p in g  t o o  s w e e t ly ,”  
p u r r e d  S a n d y . T h e n  h e h a ste n e d  to  
fo r e s ta ll  th e  o u tb u rs t  th a t w a s  th re a t
e n e d  b y  S n o w ’s d e m e a n o r . T h e  d e p u 
t y ’ s fa c e  g r e w  h a r d ; h e  b a rk e d  h is 
w o r d s :  “ Y o u  w e n t  a h ea d  last n ig h t,
p la y in g  a  lo n e  h a n d ! I  o f fe r e d  to  m a k e  
s o m e  su g g e s tio n s . Y o u  tu rn e d  m e  
d o w n . I  t o o k  th e  sa m e  co u r s e , d ea l
in g  w ith  y o u , S n o w . I  h a v e  p la y e d  m y  
h a n d  lo n e . I ’m  an  o ff ic e r  o f  th e g o v 
e rn m en t, a n d  I  h ad  a p e r fe c t  r ig h t  to  
d o  m y  le v e l b est, a c c o r d in g  to  m y  o w n  
n o t io n s . I ’v e  m a d e  g o o d , a n d  b e  
d a m n e d  to  y o u ! ”

“ Q u e e r in g  m e  at th e  sam e t im e , 
h e y ? ”

“ Y o u  w o n ’t b e  q u e e re d  i f  y o u  k e e p  
y o u r  m o u th  sh u t. B u t i f  y o u  th r o w  
y o u r  g a b , I ’ ll th r o w  m in e  a lo n g  w ith  
y o u r s — a n d  th en  y o u ’ll b e  q u e e r e d  all 
r ig h t, a n d  a sk in g  f o r  i t ! ”  T h e  situa 
t io n  w o u ld  co n t in u e  to  b e  to u c h y  u n til 
W a tts  a n d  h is  m a n  re a ch e d  h e a d q u a r 
te rs , S a n d y  w a s  re fle c t in g , a n d  h e w a s  
ch e e re d  b y  th e  in s p e c to r ’ s s a g g in g  e x 
p r e s s io n , in d ic a t in g  su rre n d e r  t o  th e



78 THE POPULAR

a m a z in g  c ir cu m s ta n c e s . “ I ’ ll k e e p  m u m  
i f  y o u  w i l l ,”  S a n d y  p le d g e d .

“ M o n e y  a n d  th e  m a n  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  
U n c le  S a m  b e fo r e  n ig h t, h e y ?  A n d  
n o t  g iv in g  m e  a flash  o f  i t ! ”

“ I ’ ll g iv e  y o u  o n e  fla sh , S n o w . 
W a t t s  h a d  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  r o b 
b e r y . I ’m  s a v in g  y o u  f r o m  a b a d  b re a k  
in  that o n e  p o in t .”

“ W h o  d id  d o  it, th e n ? ”  d em a n d ed  
th e  in s p e c to r , a g o g . “ F la sh  a g a in , i f  
y o u ’ re so  su re  y o u  h a v e  p u t it  o v e r .”  

“ N o  m o r e  flashes . T h e  rest o f  it is 
m y  o w n  b u s in e ss .”

“ S o m e  m o r e  o f  th at h ea d first  s tu ff 
o f  y o u r s ,”  S n o w  g r u m b le d . “ B u t b u ll 
lu ck  ca n ’t ru n  w ith  y o u  a ll th e  tim e . 
T h is  tr ip  y o u ’ v e  tu rn e d  a  cr im in a l 
lo o s e , s lip p e d  h im  o f f  o n  s o m e  h a ir -o il 
ta lk  h e  g a v e  y o u . G o o d -b y , m a n  and 
m o n e y , u n less  I  ca n  d o  so m e  q u ick  
g r a b b in g  in .”

S a n d y  t o o k  p r o m p t  a c t io n  a g a in st 
a n y  su ch  p o s s ib i l i t y ;  it w a s  ch a rg e d  
w ith  to o  m u c h  d a n g e r  f o r  h is  o w n  
sch em e .

“ S n o w , i f  y o u  b u tt  in  y o u ’ll be  d ish 
in g  th e  ca se— a n d  I ’ ll la y  ch a rg e s  
a g a in st y o u  f o r  d o in g  th e  sa m e. K e e p  
still a n d  I ’ ll le t  y o u  p ic k  u p  cre d it  f o r  
y o u r s e l f .  ‘ G o o d -b y , m a n  a n d  m o n e y , ’ 
sa y s  y o u ? ”  H e  p u lle d  a r o ll o f  b ills  
f r o m  h is p o c k e t  a n d  p e e le d  o f f  a series  
o f  tens. “ B y  th e w a y , th is  is n ’t that 
m o n e y  y o u  t o o k  o f f  W a tts . I  p ick e d  
y o u r  p o c k e t  w h ile  y o u  w e r e  a s le e p ,”  he 
sta ted , w ith  a g r in  o f  im p u d e n ce , “ and  
I  g a v e  it b a ck . I t  w a s  h o n e s t  m o n e y . 
H e  has it. N o w  I ’m  b e tt in g  y o u  o n e  
h u n d re d  d o lla rs  th a t  U n c le  S a m  w ill 
h a v e  that re g is te re d  p a ck a g e  a n d  th e 
m a n  w ith in — w e ll, sa y  t w e n t y - fo u r  
h o u r s .”  H e  w a s  m a k in g  a llo w a n ce  
f o r  th e h a za rd s  o f  a u to m o b ile  tra v e l 
a n d  w a s  ca lcu la tin g ly  a d d in g  m o r e  to  
th e  m y s t if ica t io n  o f  th e in sp e cto r . 
“ P u t  u p  y o u r  m o n e y  a f t e r  y o u  h a v e  
k isse d  it g o o d -b y .”

S n o w  w e lc h e d  u n d e r  th is  c o c k s u r e 
ness. “ I  ca n  see y o u ’ re  p la y in g  s a fe

w ith  o d d s  y o u  k n o w  b e tte r  th an  I  d o . 
I t ’ s y o u r  o w n  g a m e — I  w o n ’t bet 
a g a in st it .”

“ A l l  r ig h t .”  S a n d y  p u t a w a y  th e 
m o n e y . “ G la d  y o u ’ re  a d m itt in g  i t ’s m y  
o w n  g a m e. K in d ly  k e e p  o u t  o f  it, I n 
s p e c to r  S n o w .”

S a n d y  la ce d  h is  sh o e s , p u lle d  o n  h is  
co a t , a n d  w a lk e d  o u t  o f  th e  r o o m .

H e  w a s  firs t  in to  th e  d in in g  r o o m  as 
s o o n  as th e  d o o r  w a s  s w u n g  o p e n  at 
s ix  o ’ c lo c k .

T h e  in s p e c to r  tra m p e d  in  a b it  la te r  
a n d  “ p lu n k e d ”  h im s e l f  d o w n  at a  ta 
b le  as fa r  re m o v e d  fr o m  w h e r e  S a n d y  
sat as th e  lim its  o f  th e  r o o m  p e rm itte d .

T h e  d e p u ty  w a s  o f  a m in d  to  k e e p  
S n o w  at a  d is ta n ce  a n d  c o n t in u in g  in  
th e  m o o d  o f  m u te  h o s t ility  as lo n g  as 
p o ss ib le . T h e r e f o r e ,  S a n d y  a g a in  
fl ick e d  h is  la sh  o f  t e a s in g ; h e m a d e  a 
ra th er e la b o ra te  g e s tu re  o f  d is tress  u n 
d e r  th e  in s p e c to r ’s s c o w l a n d  s h ifte d  
h is  seat t o  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e ta b le , 
e x p o s in g  o n ly  a m a n e  o f  t o u s le d  re d  
h a ir  to  th e  m a lig n a n t sta re .

A f t e r  b r e a k fa s t  S a n d y  set h im s e l f  
p r o m p t ly  a n d  w ith  a rt t o  d o d g e  th e 
e s p io n a g e  w h ic h  S n o w  w a s  p la in ly  d e 
te rm in e d  to  k e e p , in  o r d e r  to  g e t an 
in s ig h t in to  w h a t  th e  d e p u ty  h a d  p u t 
o v e r , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  la tte r ’ s c la im .

U s in g  n im b le  f o o t w o r k ,  th e  y o u n g  
m a n  g a v e  S n o w  an  e x h a u s t in g  h a lf  
h o u r  o f  ch a se  in to  a ll q u a r te rs  o f  th e 
v il la g e  a n d  fin a lly  tu rn e d  a b ru p tly  o n  
h is  tra ck s , p o p p e d  a r o u n d  th e  c o r n e r  
o f  a  b u ild in g  an d  c o n fr o n t e d  th e  in 
sp e c to r , w h o  ca m e  u p  p a n tin g .

S a n d y ’ s sm ile  w a s  a  s tu d y  in  in g e n u 
o u s  a p p ro b a tio n .

“ G re a t  s tu ff , in s p e c to r , b r isk  e x e r c is e  
a f t e r  b r e a k fa s t ! G la d  to  see  y o u  b e 
lie v e  lik e  I  d o . B u t y o u ’ re  a litt le  o v e r 
w e ig h t  a n d  I  w o u ld n ’t  g o  at it t o e  
s tro n g , i f  I  w e r e  y o u . O h , n o !  T h is  
is n ’t m o r e  jo s h in g ,”  h e  d e c la r e d , b r e a k 
in g  o n  ce rta in  stu tte r in g s . “ I ’m  g iv in g  
y o u  a d v ic e  fr e e — I ’ v e  p a id  g o o d  m o n e y  
f o r  it to  p h y s ica l d ir e c to r s . O r ,  i f
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y o u 'r e  n o t  rea lly  e x e r c is in g , b u t a re  t r y 
in g  t o  k e e p  ta b s  o n  m e , I ’ ll te ll y o u  
w h a t !  I ’m  n ig h  a ll in  f o r  w a n t o f  
s leep . Y o u  w o k e  m e  u p  t o o  s o o n . I ’m  
g o in g  to  m y  r o o m  f o r  a  nap . S it  in 
th e  h o te l o ff ice  a n d  w a it  f o r  m e — an d  
m a y b e  I ’ ll see  h o w  I  ca n  le t  y o u  in  o n  
so m e th in g .”

H e  tro t te d  b lith e ly  a w a y , g iv in g  
S n o w  n o  t im e  to  e x tr ic a te  co m m e n t  
f r o m  h is  h e a v in g  ch est.

T h e  m a n  in  th e  lea d  s lo w e d  u p  w h e n  
h e n e a re d  th e  h o te l, a l lo w in g  th e  in 
s p e c to r  o p p o r tu n ity  to m a k e  su re  th at 
th e  q u a r r y  h ad  b e e n  h o le d . F r o m  th e  
s ta irw a y  S a n d y  ca lled  to th e  h o te l m a n , 
w h e n  S n o w  w a s  c o m in g  in to  th e  o ffice  
f r o m  th e  s t r e e t : " P le a s e  g iv e  m e  a
ca ll a t n in e , la n d lo r d . I ’m  fe e l in g  th e  
n e e d  o f  a n a p .”

“ S h o u ld  th in k  y o u  w o u ld ,”  g r u m 
b le d  th e  b o n ifa c e . “ S o  d o  I ,  b u t  I  ca n ’t 
le a v e  m y  j o b . ”

T h e  d e p u ty  lo c k e d  h is  d o o r  o n  th e  
in s id e , tu rn e d  th e k e y  in  th e  d o o r  c o m 
m u n ic a t in g  w ith  S n o w ’ s r o o m  t o  g u a rd  
a g a in st a n y  m o v e  o f  su sp ic io n  b y  th e  
in s p e c to r , th en  s te p p e d  o u t  o n  th e r o o f  
o f  th e  p o r c h , m a d e  h is  w a y  a r o u n d  to  
th e  re a r  o f  th e  b u ild in g  an d  s lid  d o w n  
a s u p p o r t in g  p o s t . A n  a lle y  g a v e  h im  
e x it  to  a  s id e  s treet . H e  h u r r ie d  d i
re c t ly  to  th e  lo c a l  te le p h o n e  e x c h a n g e , 
th e  lo c a t io n  o f  w h ic h  h e k n e w .

T h e  h o u r  w a s  n o t  q u ite  sev en . S o  
f r o m  th e p u b lic  b o o th  h e ca lled  h is 
h o m e , the re s id e n ce  o f  the U n ite d  S tates 
m arsh al.

“ Y e s ? ”  T h e  q u e r y  f r o m  th e  o th e r  
en e d , w h e n  c o n n e c t io n  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  
w a s  im p a tien t a n d  h u s k y — th e v o ic e  o f  
o n e  n e w ly  s t ir r e d  f r o m  s lu m b e r .

“ W h y ,  g o o d  m o r n in g , d a d . S o r r y  
to  w a k e  y o u . T h is  is  y o u r  a le rt an d  
w id e -a w a k e  s c io n  sp ea k in g . W h a t ’ s 
th a t?  I  rep ea t, I ’m  S a n d y — effic ien t 
so n  o f  an  e q u a lly  e ffic ien t U n ite d  S ta tes 
m a rsh a l. T o p  o ’ th e  m o r n in g , sir. 
W h a t ’ s th a t?  B e tte r  w h o o f  o n c e  o r  
tw ic e  an d  b lo w  o u t  th e  f o g s  o f  s lu m 
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b er . O h , y e s , I ’m  fin e  a n d  d a n d y ! 
C a n ’t h e lp  b e in g . H a v e  p e r s o n a lly  
m a d e  a  p e r fe c t  c le a n -u p  o f  th e p o s t -  
o ff ic e  ca se  h ere . N o t  w ise  to  e x p la in  
fu ll  d e ta ils  o v e r  th e  p h o n e .

“ L is te n . I ’m  s e n d in g  in  a  m a n  w h o ’ll 
e x p la in  it a ll to  y o u . H e ’ s L o v e la c e  
W a tts . R e m e m b e r  h im ?  H e ’ s a  v e r y  
d a rk  b ru n e t— N o . 2 3 2 3  w h e n  y o u  
w e r e  w a rd e n . E a s y  n u m b e r  to  h o ld  in  
m in d , I  fin d  it. F in e  ch a p . W h a t ’ s 
t h a t?  O h , I  sa y  n o w , d a d ! D o n ’t s lam  
W a t t s ,  p o o r  fe l lo w , lik e  y o u ’ re  d o in g . 
H e  w a s  fr a m e d  o n  th a t j o b .  B u t  I  
c a n ’t g o  in to  d e ta ils  n o w . T o o  b u sy . 
H e ’ s b r in g in g  in  th e  m o n e y — th e  w h o le  
ten  th ou sa n d .

“ W h a t ’s th a t ? S a y , l o o k  a -h e re , d a d . 
N o w  y o u ’ re  s la m m in g  m e— m y  ju d g 
m en t. A n d  th e y ’ ll su re  cu t  u s  o f f  i f  
y o u  sw e a r  lik e  th at o v e r  th e  p h o n e . 
R e m e m b e r  th e  d ig n it y  o f  y o u r  o ffice . 
L o v e la c e  is  a lso  b r in g in g  in  th e  m a n  
w h o  to o k  th e  m o n e y — th e y ’re  c o m in g  
o v e r  th e  ro a d  in  a ca r— th e m a n ’ s ca r . 
W h a t ’ s th a t?  C a n ’t u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t 
I ’m  d r iv in g  a t ?  I ’m  n o t  d r iv in g . 
L o v e la c e  is  d r iv in g — d r iv in g  th e  m a n ’ s 
c a r  f o r  h im . C o r k in g  d r iv e r . O u g h t  
t o  b e  th e re  in  g o o d  se a so n  th is  p .  m ., 
i f  h e  d o e s n ’t g e t  p u lle d  f o r  sp e e d in g .

“ I ’m  cra z y , y o u  s a y ?  C o m e , c o m e , 
d a d . C a lm  d o w n . I  te ll y o u , y o u  
m u s tn ’ t s w e a r  o v e r  a  te le p h o n e  lik e  
y o u ’ re  d o in g . W h e r e ’ s S n o w , sa y  y o u  ? 
C a ll h im  to  th e p h o n e , y o u  s a y ?  C a n ’ t. 
T h e  ca se  is  all c le a re d  u p , a n d  h e ’ s 
g r a b b e d  th e  ch a n ce  to  ca tch  a  fe w  
sm e lts  d o w n  th e  reach . W o n ’t b e  b a ck  
till n ig h t. I ’ ll a sk  h im  to  b r in g  y o u  a 
m e ss . T h e y  sa y  th e  fa ll ru n  o ’ sm elts  
is  fine.

“ B u t w e  m u s tn ’t w a s te  lo n g -d is ta n c e  
m o n e y  ta lk in g  a b o u t  sm elts . I ’m  re 
v e r s in g  th e  ch a rg e , b y  th e  w a y , a n d  
y o u ’d  b e tte r  listen , n o t ta lk . A l l  th e  
im p o r ta n t  ta lk  b e lo n g s  at th is  en d . A n d  
I  g u ess  th a t ’ s a ll, a n y w a y . Y o u r  m an  
a n d  th e  m o n e y  w ill s h o w  u p  to -d a y . I  
ca n  tru st L o v e la c e . O h , m y  g o r r y  a n d
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g o o d n e s s , d a d !  Y o u  s im p ly  m u s t  n o t  
cu rse  th a t w a y . W h a d d a  y o u  s a y ?  
I ’m  f i r e d ?  N o t  o n  y o u r  l i f e !  N o t  b y  
w o r d  o ’ m o u th . R e m e m b e r , d o n ’t y o u ?  
S o  w e ’ re  n o w  f i f t y - f i f t y .  I  w o n ’t a c 
ce p t  y o u r  fir in g  o f  m e . N o w  le m m e  
tell y o u  so m e th in g , M a r s h a l W a r e ,  a n d  
i t ’ s o ffic ia l a n d  m ig h ty  im p o r ta n t. Y o u  
u se  L o v e la c e  W a t t s  sq u a re . A  lo t  d e 
p e n d s  o n  it. L e t  h im  g o  as s o o n  as  h e 
re p o r ts . D o n ’t p u m p  h im  w ith  a n y  
q u e s t io n s  e x c e p t  a b o u t  th is  ca se  h e  
co m e s  in  o n . Y o u ’ re lis te n in g , h e y ?  
G o o d !  S o m e th in g  has c o m e  u p  w h e r e  
I  n e e d  h im  a w fu l  b a d . M y  l i f e  m a y  
d e p e n d  o n  m y  h a v in g  h im  w ith  m e . 
N o  m a tte r  w h a t !  I  c a n ’t  te ll y o u  o v e r  
th e  p h o n e .

“ N o w  p le a se  k e e p  still a n d  le t it s in k  
in . Y o u  d o n ’ t w a n t m y  l i f e  r isk e d , d o  
y o u ?  Y o u r  o w n  d e a r  s o n ’s l i f e !  N o , 
I  c a n ’t ru n  in  t o  see  y o u  n o w . C a n ’t b e  
d o n e , I  te ll y o u . I ’ ll b e  a ll r ig h t  i f  
y o u  le t L o v e la c e  d o  as h e  k n o w s  h e ’ s 
to  d o  b y  m y  o r d e r s — a n d  n o  q u e stio n s  
to  be  a sk ed  b y  y o u . C o n fo u n d  it, d a d ! 
I t ’s o ffic ia l, I  tell y o u . I ’m  o n  th e  j o b  
as a  d ep u ty . B ig  th in g s  a h ead .

“ B o r d e r , y o u  s a y ?  G o o d  g r a c io u s , 
a r e n ’t y o u  e v e r  g o in g  to  g e t  it  o u t  o f  
y o u r  m in d  th at th e  o n ly  th in g  I  h a v e  
o n  m y  o w n  m in d  is  th a t b o r d e r  s t u f f ?  
W h y ,  I  w o u ld n ’t m e n tio n  it t o  y o u  
a ga in . N o ,  s ir r e e !  N o t  a f t e r  th e ca ll- 
d o w n  y o u  g a v e  m e . N o w  th a t’ s b e in g  
d u t ifu l ,  isn ’ t i t ?  I t  su re  is. J u st re 
m e m b e r  th a t I  r e fu s e d  to  m e n tio n  th e  
s u b je c t  o f  th e  b o r d e r  to  y o u  a ga in .

“ A n d  sa y , g o  to  th e  F e d e r a l d is tr ic t  
a t to r n e y  w ith  th a t m a n  L o v e la c e  is  
b r in g in g  in . S e e  i f  s o m e  a llo w a n c e  
ca n ’t  b e  m a d e  in  th e  m a n ’ s case . H e  
ju m p e d  m o r e  th an  h a l fw a y  w ith  m e , 
d a d , in  t r y in g  to  sq u a re  th e  th in g . H u r 
r y in g  to  sq u a re  th e rest, in  h is  o w n  ca r . 
L e t ’ s n o t  s tir  a  lo t  o f  s ca n d a l a b o u t  a n 
o th e r  g o v e r n m e n t  m a n  g o n e  w r o n g . I t  
h u rts  th e  se rv ice .

“ S a y , listen . D o n ’t t r y  t o  ca ll m e  
h ere . I ’m  le a v in g  t o w n  in  t w o  m in 

u tes . S o  lo n g , d a d . N o , I  c a n ’t w a it  
to  ta lk  a n y  m o r e . I s n ’t th is  n ice  a u 
tu m n  w e a t h e r ?  W e ll ,  g o o d -b y . Y o u ’ ll 
h e a r  f r o m  m e  s o o n .”

C lack! S a n d y  h u n g  u p  w ith  a  sh o r t , 
sh a rp  snap .

W h e n  h e  e n te re d  th e  h o te l, p e r fe c t ly  
w i l l in g  t o  g iv e  In s p e c t o r  S n o w  a n o th e r  
m en ta l h o is t  w ith  th e  p e ta rd  o f  s u r 
p r ise , h e  b e h e ld  th at g e n tle m a n  in  a  
re t ire d  c o r n e r  o f  th e  o ff ice , at p e a ce  
w ith  th e  w o r ld ,  w ith  a  n e w s p a p e r  la id  
o v e r  h is  fa c e .

T h e  d e p u ty  w e n t  t o  th e  d e sk  a n d  
a sk ed  f o r  h is  b ill.

T h e  h o te l m a n , b u s y  w ith  a cco u n ts , 
h a d  n o t  n o t ic e d  f r o m  w h a t  d ir e c t io n  
th e  g u e s t  h ad  co m e . T h e  c lo c k — g iv e n  
a  q u ick  g la n ce  b y  th e la n d lo rd — re g is 
te re d  th e  la p se  o f  a sca n t h a l f  h o u r  
s in ce  S a n d y  h a d  le f t  a n  o r d e r  to  b e  
ca lled .

“ C o u ld n ’t g e t t o  s le e p ,”  th e  g u e s t  a n 
n o u n c e d  cu rtly .

“ I  b e lie v e  y o u  sa id  to  m e  last n ig h t  
th at U n c le  S a m  n e v e r  bats an  e y e ,”  
c o m m e n te d  th e  o th e r  d r y ly . “ G u e ss  
y o u r  fr ie n d  o v e r  th ere  d o e s  y o u r  s le e p 
in g  f o r  y o u . B y  th e  w a y , h e  t o ld  m e  
t o  let h im  k n o w  w h e n  I  ca lle d  y o u  at 
n in e .”

“ O h , y e s !  H e ’ s g o in g  t o  th e  ra il
r o a d  o n  th e  s ta g e  w ith  m e . N o  n e e d  
to  w a k e  h im  till s ta g e  t im e . T e ll  h im  
I ’ ll d r o p  a b o a r d  w ith  h im ,”  h e  a d v is e d  
c a re le ss ly , w a n tin g  to  a d d  a  b it m o r e  
to  th e  w o r r y  a n d  m y st ifica tio n  o f  th e  
in s p e c to r , w h o  w o u ld  b e  lo o k in g  all 
w a y s  f o r  a tr a v e lin g  c o m p a n io n . “ M a y  
ta k e  a h ik e  a n d  h ail th e  s ta g e  a f e w  
m ile s  u p  th e  r o a d .”

H e  p a id  th e  s c o r e  a n d  h u r r ie d  o u t .
H a v in g  p r e v io u s ly  p o s te d  h im s e l f ,  h e  

w e n t  to  th e  w h a r f  a n d  t o o k  p a ssa g e  o n  
a  sm all p a s s e n g e r  p a ck e t  b o u n d  a c r o s s  
th e  b a y  f o r  a  p o r t  in  th e  p r o v in c e . H e  
h a d  d e c id e d  to  a p p r o a c h  th e  b o r d e r  
fr o m  th e  C a n a d ia n  s id e  in  o r d e r  to  
a v o id  a  m e e t in g -u p  w ith  D e p u t ie s  A r b o ,  
S tick n e y , a n d  W o r t h in g .
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C H A P T E R  V I I I .

ONE M ACPHERSON, VOYAGEUR.

I N U R I N G  th e  first h o u r  o f  h is  b o a t  
p a ssa g e , S a n d y  p u f fe d  h is  p ip e  in  

a  c o r n e r  o f  th e s m o k in g  r o o m  o n  th e 
m a in  d e c k  a n d  m e th o d ic a lly  m a d e  u p  a 
lis t  o f  th e a r t ic le s  h e  p u r p o s e d  to  b u y  
as  s o o n  as  h e  la n d e d  in  th e  N e w  B ru n s 
w ic k  c ity . H e  s tr o v e  to  fo r e s e e  a ll 
th e  co n t in g e n c ie s  th at m ig h t  a r ise , a n d  
h e  d id  h is  b est t o  c o v e r  th e  g r o u n d  in 
lis t in g  w h a t  h e  w o u ld  b e  n e e d in g .

H e  w a s  m a k in g  n o  d e fin ite  p la n s f o r  
a c t io n , r e a liz in g  h o w  in sta n tly  h is  a c 
t io n  m u st ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  c ir c u m 
sta n ces . H o w e v e r ,  h e  h a d  d e c id e d  to  
co n c e a l h is  id e n t ity  u n d e r  v a r io u s  ro les . 
I t  w o u ld  b e  s to r y b o o k  s tu ff , as th e 
c y n ica l H o ls o n  h a d  sn eered . B u t 
S a n d y  w a s  fe e l in g  y o u t h fu l  zest in  th is 
n e w  a d v e n tu re — w a s  h a n k e r in g  f o r  a ll 
th e  tr im m in g s  th a t w o u ld  a d d  to  h is  
re lish  in  th e  a ffa ir . I t  w a s  m o r e  o f  
h is h e a d firs t  b r a v a d o  w ith  a  v e n g e 
a n ce .

T o  h im , a f t e r  h e  h a d  tu ck e d  a w a y  
h is  list a n d  w a s  m e d ita tin g , ca m e  a  tall 
f e l lo w  in  c o r d u r o y  a n d  p u ttees— an 
o u t d o o r  ty p e  o f  m an , n o t  y o u n g . H e  
g r in n e d  a m ia b ly  at th e  s tra n g er.

“ I ’v e  b een  w a tc h in g  y e — a n d  w a s  n o t  
m in d e d  to  m e d d le  w h ile  y e  w a s  ta k in g  
n o te s .”

“ G o o d  d a y  to  y o u , ‘ M is t e r  S c o t c h y !’  ”  
S a n d y  ca m e  m o r e  th an  h a l fw a y  in  c o r 
d ia l co n ta ct .

“ A y e !  O f  th e  B lu e n o s e  S c o ts , a  
N e w  B r u n s w ic k e r , la d . I  b u tte re d  th e  
b u r r  a b it th ick , th in k in g  y o u r  sa n d y  
t in t  h in ted  o f  S c o t c h , t o o . ”

S a n d y ’ s g a z e  w a s  w id e -e y e d , in g e n u 
ou s .

“ N o t  s o  f a r  o f f — th o u g h  I ’m  lik e  
m o s t  S c o tc h  in  th e  S ta tes— c o n s id e r 
a b ly  ta m p e re d  w ith . B u t m y  n a m e  is  
O .  K .— A l e x  M a c P h e r s o n .”

T h e  o th e r  p u t o u t  h is  h a n d .
“ V e r r a  g u d e !  S h a k e  w ith  A n g u s  

(M a c d o u g a l.”  A f t e r  th e  h a n d c la sp  h e

sat b e s id e  S a n d y  o n  th e b e n ch  a n d  g a v e  
h im  a  s id e w is e  g la n ce , e s t im a tin g  h im  
s h re w d ly .

“ W e l l ,  A n g u s ! ”  c o a t in g  th e p r o 
v o ca t iv e  fa m ilia r ity  w ith  a  b r o a d  sm ile  
— “ w h a t a b o u t i t ? ”

“ V e r r a  g u d e  a ga in , A l e x ! T h e  h u n t
in g  sea son  is o p e n in g  a n d  it  w a s  in  m y  
th o u g h t  y e  m ig h t  b e  g o in g  a f t e r  b ig  
g a m e .”

“ T h a t ’ s e x a c t ly  w h a t  I ’m  g o in g  
a f t e r ,”  b lu rte d  S a n d y , g e tt in g  a  g re a t  
k ic k  o u t  o f  th e  q u e r y  a n d  r e s p o n d in g  
a f t e r  h is  u su a l h e a d firs t  m a n n e r  u n d e r  
th e  th ru st o f  a n y  k ick . “ H o w  d o  y o u  
h a p p en  to  b e  in te re s te d  in  b ig  g a m e ? ”

“ I n  th e  sea son  I  g u id e  in  th e  M ir i -  
m ic h i r e g io n , la d . S u m m e rs  I  g o  o f f 
sh o r e , fish in g — first ta c k lin g  th e  m a c k 
ere l ru n , th en  th e  s w o r d e r s . N o w  I ’m  
o n  m y  w a y  to  th e  w o o d s .  I  w a n t  a 
g u id in g  j o b  w it h  a  h u n te r  a n d  I ’ v e  
b een  ca n v a s s in g  th e  lik e ly  p r o s p e c ts  o n  
th is  b o a t .”

“ A n y  lu c k ? ”
M a c d o u g a l s h o o k  h is  h ea d .
“ A l l  o f  ’ em  b o u n d  to  th e e a s tw a rd  

w ith  sa m p le  ca ses . T h in k in g  o n ly  o f  
tra d e  a n d  b a rte r . W h a t ’ s y o u r  lin e , i f  
I  m a y  a s k ? ”

“ S p o r t in g  w r ite r ,”  sta ted  S a n d y , 
re a d y  w ith  a fa b r ic a t io n  to  fit th e case . 
“ W r it e  a b o u t  s p o r ts  f o r  n e w s p a p e rs  
a n d  m a g a z in e s . W a s  sen t d o w n  th is  
w a y  to  w r ite  u p  th e  ra ce  b e tw e e n  th e 
G lo u ce s te rm a n  a n d  th e  B lu e n o s e  fish 
in g  s c h o o n e r .”

“ B u t th e ra ce  is o f f . ”  A n g u s  w as 
te llin g  S a n d y  o n ly  w h a t th e  y o u n g  m a n  
h a d  re ce n t ly  rea d  f o r  h im s e lf  in  th e 
n e w sp a p e rs .

“ E x a c t ly . A n d  th a t ’s w h y  I ’m  h e a d 
in g  f o r  th e  w o o d s .  T h e  b o s s  w ir e d  
m e  th at I  m a y  as w e ll ge t a  N e w  
B r u n s w ic k  g a m e  s to r y , n o w  th a t I ’m  
in  the re g io n ,”  h e lie d  p la c id ly  b u t  e f 
fe c t iv e ly .

M a c d o u g a l c la p p e d  a p a lm  o n  th e  
y o u n g  m a n ’ s k n ee .

“ N e v e r  a  m e e t in g  c o n tr iv e d  b e tte r
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b y  L a ss ie  G o o d l u c k ! Y e  sh a ll g e t an t
le r s  th a t’ ll m a k e  the c ity  m en  g o g g le  
lik e  lo b s t e r s ; and  y e  m a y  p u t in  th e  p a 
p e r  a  b it o ’ p ra ise  f o r  G u id e  M a c d o u g a l 
su ch  as w ill sen d  o th e rs  fr o m  th e c ity  
to  h ire  h im . E h ?  A n d  I ’ ll cu t  p r ic e  
f r o m  m y  w a g e s  f o r  th e p ra ise  y e  p r in t .”

“ Y o u  w o n ’t d o  a n y  su ch  th in g , 
e ith e r ,”  S a n d y  w a s  p ru d e n t ly  r e fu s in g  
to  a c c e p t  g o o d s  h e c o u ld  n o t  p a y  fo r .  
“ T h e  w a g e s  g o  o n  m y  e x p e n s e  a cco u n t , 
y o u  k n o w . N o w  lis ten , A n g u s . I  
lu g g e d  y a c h t in g  d u d s  d o w n  fr o m  th e  
c ity . H a v e  sh ip p e d  ’ em  b a ck . I ’d  b e  
a h o w l in  th e  w o o d s  w ith  ca n v a s  sh oes  
a n d  w h ite  p a n ts , eh ?”  H e  s la p p e d  the 
g u id e ’ s b a ck  an d  h e lp ed  in  th e  d u et o f  
h ila r ity . “ S o  I ’ ll h a v e  to  ou tfit  in  th e 
c ity  o v e r  y o n  f o r  e v e r y th in g — g u n s  a n d  
a ll .”

A n g u s  r e jo in e d  w ith  stou t in s is te n c e :
“ I f  I  ca n n a  p a y  y e  in  w a g e  cu t f o r  

th e  b it o ’ p ra ise  y e ’ ll su re  b e  g iv in g  
m e ” — h e  w in k e d  at S a n d y — “ I ’ ll d o  it 
in a n o th e r  w a y  b y  le n d in g  y e  th e  g u n  
a n d  th e b u lle ts . N o  sen se  o ’ b u y in g  
a  rifle  y e ’ ll n o t b e  n e e d in g  o u ts id e  th e 
w o o d s .  A s  f o r  y o u r  d u d s , y e  ca n  ou tfit  
as y e ’ re  m in d in g .”

A f t e r  th at h a p p y  c o m p r o m is e , S a n d y  
h a rk e n e d  c o m p la c e n t ly  to  th e s to r y  o f  
A n g u s  M a c d o u g a l ’ s l i f e  in  th e  w o o d s  
a n d  o n  th e  sea.

H a v in g  m a tters  o f  h is  o w n  ou tfitt in g  
to  m a n a g e , A n g u s  w e n t h is  w a y  in  th e 
c ity , w h e n  h e had  seen  A le x  in sta lled  
in m o d e s t  q u a rte rs  in  a sm all h ote l.

B e fo r e  h e s lep t th at n ig h t, S a n d y  had  
p a ck e d  a w h o p p in g  b ig  d u ffe l  b a g  w ith  
an  a sso rtm e n t w h ic h  ce r ta in ly  w o u ld  
h a v e  a m a zed  G u id e  M a c d o u g a l, h a d  
that v e te ra n  o f  th e  fo r e s t  b een  o n  h and  
to  to t  u p  o n  w h a t m a n n e r  o f  e q u ip 
m en t th e  c lien t w a s  ta k in g  w ith  h im  
o n  a h u n tin g  tr ip .

In  the w a y  o f  t o g s  f o r  d a ily  w e a r  
A n g u s  h ad  set a  sa rto r ia l e x a m p le ;  
S a n d y  c o p ie d  th e w o o d s m a n ’ s c o r d u 
r o y  an d  p u ttees.

T h e  g u id e  ca m e  f o r  i i m  e a r ly  in  the

m o r n in g  an d  s u r v e y e d  th e  tr ip  r ig  o u t 
a p p r o v in g ly , b u t c o c k e d  h is  ey e  at th e  
s ize  o f  th e  d u ffe l  b a g .

“ M y  sak es , l a d ! Y e ’ re  la d in g  lik e  
a  la ss  g o in g  to  s h o w  o f f  at th e  sea
s h o r e  !”

S a n d y  s w u n g  th e b a g  o f f  th e  f lo o r  
a n d  p o is e d  it e a s ily  a b o v e  h is  h ea d . 
“ B u t  i t ’ s lig h t— n o  sp ec ia l w e ig h t  f o r  
th e  c a n o e , A n g u s .”

“ A r e  y e  th a t c it ified  y e ’ ll b e  ta k in g  
a lo n g  a fe a th e r b e d  f o r  th e  w o o d s ? ”  
w a s  th e  ca u stic  in q u iry .

S a n d y  w in k e d . “ I  ran  a c r o s s  so m e  
tra d e s  in  d ress  g o o d s ,  d o  y e  m in d . 
S o m e th in g  to  p lea se  m y  b est g ir l . I ’ ll 
b e  g o in g  h o m e  fr o m  th e  w o o d s  a c r o s s  
th e n o r th  b o r d e r , a n d  I  w o u ld n ’t h a v e  
a n o th e r  ch a n ce  f o r  su ch  tr a d e s .”

“ A y e !  V e r r a  g u d e ,”  co m m e n te d  
A n g u s , sa tis fied  a n d  a p p r o v in g . “ Y e ’ ll 
sm u g g le  ’em , o f  c o u rse . I t ’ s e a sy  d o in g  
it. T h e  g u a rd s  a n d  th e d e p u ty  m a r 
shals a re  b lin d  b a ts , m o n y  o f  ’ e m .”  

“ S o  I ’ v e  h e a r d .”
“ O h , n o t  a ll f o o l s ,  o f  c o u r s e !  A n d  

t r y  to  b e  h on est. B u t th e  b o y s  o f  th e  
s m u g g lin g  g a n g s  a re  a ll th e  tim e  th in k 
in g  u p  n e w  sly  w a y s .”

“ I  su p p o se  y o u  b u m p  a g a in st th e 
g a n g s  o n c e  in  a w h ile , e h ? ”

A n g u s  d id  s o m e  w in k in g  o f  h is  o w n . 
“ T h e r e ’s fish in g  in  th e su m m e r , 

th e re ’s g u id in g  in  th e  f a l l ; th en  an  a m - 
b e e tio u s  m a n  m u st b e  d o in g  so m e th in g  
e lse  th a n  w h itt le  sh a v in g s  b e h in d  th e  
s to v e , th e  w h ile  o ’ th e  s la ck  tim e  till 
th e fleet starts o f fs h o r e . A y e ! I ’v e  
ro lle d  m o n y  a  b a rre l o ’ n u tm e g s  to  a n d  
f r o  o n  th e f l o o r ;  th en  a  d u s t in g  o ’  
f lo u r — a n d  th e  b a r r e l ’ s re a d y  f o r  th e  
cu s to m  m a n ’s O . K . as m e r e  g r is t  o ’ th e  
m ill .”

“ W e l l ,  th a t’ s su re  a g o o d  o n e !”  c o m 
m e n d e d  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  d e p u ty  m a r
shal, su rp r ise  m a k in g  h im  a p p e a r  e sp e 
c ia lly  s in c e r e ; h e h a d  h ea rd  o f  that 
tr ick  f o r  the first t im e . “ B u t it m u st 
b e  s lo w  b u sin ess , m a k in g  m o n e y  w ith  
n u tm e g s .”
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" A y e !  A n d  w h y  r o ll a b a rre l w h e n  
th e r e ’ s p le n ty  o f  c o n tra b a n d  w ith  t w o  
le g s  to  ru n  in  a c r o s s  th e b o r d e r  o f  
i t s e l f  w h e n  i t ’s r ig h t ly  s te e r e d ? ”

“ S u r e  th in g . T h e  q u o ta  im m ig r a t io n  
la w s  m u st h a v e  m a d e  th e  tra d e  in  a lien s  
g o o d .”

“ M a d e  it  f in e !”  A n g u s  sm a ck ed  h is 
lip s . “ I ’d  b e  d o in g  n a u g h t e lse  i f  it 
w a s n ’t f o r  m e  b e in g  a n  h o n e s t  m a n  
a n d  n e e d in g  th e  e x c u s e  a n d  p r o d  o ’ 
s la ck  tim es  to  m a k e  m e  d o  s o m e th in g  
b e s id e s  fish  a n d  g u id e . B u t y e ’ ll n o t  
b e  w r i t in g  a n y  y a r n s  a b o u t s m u g 
g lin g , e h ? ”

“ M y  o n ly  in te re s t  u p  N o r t h  is in  
b ig  g a m e — a n d  I ’m  su re  g o in g  a ft e r  
th a t ,”  d e c la re d  th e  d e p u ty , w ith  c o n 
v in c in g  ea rn estn ess .

“ T h e n  w e ’ ll b e  m a k in g  o u r  s t a r t ; w e  
ca n  s h o o t  n o  m o o s e  in  th is  ta v e rn  
o f f ic e .”

S a n d y  sh o u ld e re d  h is  p a ck  a n d  f o l 
lo w e d  A n g u s  to  a  h ir e d  ca r .

T h e y  ro d e  to  a  h am let w h e r e  the 
r iv e r  w a s  n a v ig a b le  a b o v e  th e  fa lls . 
D is c u s s in g  the tr ip , S a n d y  h ad  ch o se n  
to  m a k e  the jo u r n e y  b y  ca n o e , a v o id in g  
a n y  r isk s  o f  m e e t in g  o n  ra ilroa d  tra in s  
m e n  w h o  m ig h t  r e c o g n iz e  h im .

O n  th e  s h o re  w a s  th e  b o a t  h o u s e  in  
w h ic h  M a c d o u g a l s to r e d  o n e  o f  h is 
ca n o e s .

T h e y  lo a d e d , t r im m in g  th e  c r a f t ’ s 
b a la n ce  w ith  ca re .

S a n d y  to o k  th e  b o w  p a d d le  in  m a t
t e r - o f - f a c t  w a y , te llin g  A n g u s  o f  e x 
p e r ie n c e s  in  ca n o e  co n te s ts  in  c o lle g e .

“ O h , I ’v e  t r ie d  a lm o s t  e v e r y th in g  at 
least o n ce . B u t I  h a v e  n e v e r  ta ck le d  
th e  k in d  o f  b ig  g a m e  I  e x p e c t  t o  get 
o n  th is  t r ip .”  H e  w a s  re lish in g  his 
fr e q u e n t  r e fe r e n c e  to  b ig  g a m e , w ith  
th e  c o m fo r t  o f  k e e p in g  h is  s e cre t  w h ile  
h e  ta lk ed  o u t.

T h e y  m a d e  e a sy  w o r k  o f  it o n  th e 
b r o a d  r iv e r , w ith  tw o  p a d d le s  w o r k e d  
b y  s to u t  a rm s.

A n g u s  w h ile d  th e  tim e  a g re e a b ly  b y  
te l lin g  h o w  th e A c a d ia n  r e fu g e e s  fled

b y  th at sa m e ro u te , e s c a p in g  f r o m  th e  
E n g lis h  w h o  se iz e d  u p o n  less  v e n tu r e 
s o m e  fa m ilie s  a n d  tra n s p o r te d  th em  to  
th e  L o u is ia n a  co u n try .

“ Y e ’d  th in k  b y  r e a d in g  th e  g ra n d  
p o e m , la d , as h o w  a ll o f  ’ em  w a s  ta k en  
a lo n g  w ith  th e  lass E v a n g e lin e . B u t 
th e  ‘ o ld  s irs ’ d o  tell th a t m o r e  g o t  a w a y  
a n d  w e n t  n o r th  th an  w e r e  ca r r ie d  o f f  
o n  th e  E n g lis h  sh ip s . A n d  a  to u g h  
tim e  o f  it th e y  m u st h a v e  h a d , r a ft in g  
u p  th is  r iv e r , g e tt in g  a lo n g  w i ’  ’ em  
th e ir  g o o d s ,  th e ir  s to ck . I f  y e  e v e r  g o  
in to  th e  M a d a w a s k a  co u n tr y , n o r th , o r  
th e  N e w  A c a d ia , as s o m e  fo lk s  ca ll it, 
y e ’ ll b e  se e in g  th e  p u r e  s tra in  o f  J e r 
sey  c o w s — th e little , s h a g g y  N o r m a n  
h o rse s , th e  b re e d  k e p t  as it  u sed  to  be . 
B o ld  b o y s , th e y  m u st h a v e  b e e n  in  the 
o ld  d a y s ! I  m in d  m e  th a t so m e  o f  th at 
stra in  has c o m e  d o w n  stra ig h t, ju s t  as 
it  h as in  th e  c o w s  a n d  th e h o rse s .

“ I f  y e  sh o u ld  e v e r  ru n  u p  a g a in st 
a  ch a p  n a m e d  H a r t in  D u p lis s e , u p  th is  
w a y , an d  b e  k n o w in g  to  h is  d o in g s  a n d  
h is  s ty le , y e ’ d  th in k , as I  d o , th a t h e  
su re  ca m e  d o w n  fr o m  s p e c ia lly  b o ld  
s to ck  o f  th e  o ld  d a y s . B o ld  a n d  cu ssed . 
T h e y ’ re  g o o d  fo lk s  m o s t ly , b u t th e r e ’ s 
a  d e v il  a m o n g  ’em  h e re  a n d  th ere  f o r  
th e  sp ice  o ’ th e  ra ce . D u p lis s e  is  so m e  
p e p p e r !”

“ S m u g g le r , I ’ ll b e t .”
“ A y e ! S m u g g le r .”
“ B o s s  o f  th e  g a n g , eh , s e e in g  y o u ’v e  

cu t  h im  o u t  o f  th e  h e rd  b y  n a m e ? ”  
“ H e ’ s th e  b o ss . B u t  it ’ s n o t  f o r  y o u r  

s to r y  stu ff, m in d  y e .”
S a n d y  s w u n g  a  c o n v in c in g  sta re  o f  

c a n d o r  o v e r  h is  sh o u ld e r .
“ U p  th is w a y  m y  o n ly  in terest is in 

b ig  g a m e , m a n . D o  y o u  n e e d  m y  
b o u n d e n  w o r d  th at I ’ ll n o t  w r ite  a n y 
th in g  f o r  th e  p a p ers  a b o u t  s m u g g lin g ? ”  
H e  a d d e d  in  h is t h o u g h t s : “ N o r  a b o u t 
a n y th in g  else , e ith e r .”

“ O h , I k n o w  y e ’ ll n o t !  Y e  h a v e  
s h o w n  leeb era l n o t io n s  a b o u t sm u g g lin g  
— y o u  w ith  y o u r  fa n c y  b its  f o r  th e lass 
— a n d  I  th in k  s h e ’ ll lik e  th em  th e  m o r e
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w h e n  sh e  k n o w s  h o w  th e y  ca m e  to  h er . 
I t  m a y  ch a n ce  th a t w e ’ ll m e e t u p  w ith  
H a r t in  D u p lis s e . W e ’ll b e  a sk in g  o f  
h im  h is la test tiflck  in  th e  w a y s  a n d  
m e a n s  o ’ s m u g g lin g — a n d  o v e r  th e b o r 
d e r  w ill g o  y o u r  b u n d le , w e ll g re a se d . 
I t ’s o n ly  o n  th is  s id e  o ’  th e  b o r d e r  
h e ’ ll b e  m e t .”

“ T a k e s  n o  ch a n ce  b y  s te p p in g  o n  
U n c le  S a m ’ s  so il, e h ? ”

“ N o  taste  in  th at f o x  f o r  th e  ra ce  
a n d  ch a se  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  p a ck  o v e r  
th ere . H e  isn ’ t a fe a r e d  f o r  h is  h id e—  
th a t ’ s n o t D u p lis se , w h o  h a n d les  a to u g h  
g a n g . B u t h e ’ s n o t  ta k in g  th e r isk s  
o f  p u tt in g  in to  a t r a p  th e  h ea d  th at 
d o e s  th e  th in k in g  f o r  th a t g a n g .”  

“ P r o b a b ly  a  ra th er  in te re s t in g  f e l 
lo w ,”  a g re e d  S a n d y  ca re less ly . “ I f  w e  
h a p p en  to  ru n  in to  h im , all r ig h t. B u t 
d o n ’t p u t  y o u r s e lf  o u t , A n g u s .”

“ I f  it w o u ld n a  b e  p u tt in g  y o u  o u t ,”  
su g g e s te d  M a c d o u g a l, a f t e r  a fe w  m o 
m e n ts  f o r  ca n v a s s in g  a s itu a tion  in  h is 
th o u g h ts , “ I ’d  lik e  t o  h a v e  a w o r d  w ith  
D u p lis s e  o n  m y  o w n  a cco u n t . G e tt in g  
in  to u c h  w ith  h im  e a r ly  to  k n o w  h is 
p la n s  f o r  j o b s  a n d  m e n .”

“ F in d in g  o u t  w e ll in  a d v a n ce  o f  th at 
s la ck  t im e  w ith  y o u , e h ? ”  la u g h e d  th e  
p a sse n g e r . “ G o  to  it, A n g u s !  T h e  
b o s s  d id n ’t  set a n y  tim e  lim it  o n  m y  
sta y  in  th e  w o o d s .”

“ H e  h as h is  p la ce s  n o t  f a r  o f f  th e 
r iv e r ,”  th e g u id e  e x p la in e d . “ B e tw e e n  
th e  r iv e r  a n d  th e  b o r d e r , u p  w h e r e  th e 
s trea m  sw e e p s  in  to  m a k e  th e  b o r d e r . 
In  th e n a r r o w  V  h e  m o v e s  a b ou t, 
k e e p in g  in  to u c h  w ith  th e  r iv e r  b eca u se  
h is  g o o d s  c o m e  b y  th is  w a y . K e e p in g  
in  to u c h  w ith  th e  b o r d e r , to o , o v e r  
w h ic h  h is  g o o d s  g o . S o  w e  sh o u ld n a  
b e  lo n g  in  lo c a t in g  h im .”

“ T a k e  y o u r  t im e , A n g u s ,”  w a s  th e  
seren e  con ten t. “ I ’m  o u t  to  h a v e  a 
g o o d  tim e  a n d  see  a ll I  can . T h e  b ig  
g a m e  ca n  ta k e  its tu rn ,”  h e  a d d e d , 
d w e llin g  o n  th at s u b je c t  w ith  g u sto . 
“ A  re g u la r  h u s k y , th is  D u p lis se  ? 
H e a v y w e ig h t  ?”

“ Y o u  d o n ’t k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  th e  
A c a d ia n  b re e d , a s k in g  th at. H e ’ s 
sh o rt , s to c k y . Q u ic k  as a cat. F ig h ts  
fists, h ea d , a n d  w ith  th e  coup de pied. 
Y o u  k n o w  a n y th in g  a b o u t  th at s ty le ?  
J u m p in g  h ig h  a n d  k ic k in g  a m a n  in  th e  
s id e  o f  th e  h e a d  w ith  th e  f o o t ? ”

“ I ’v e  h ea rd  o f  it. S o u n d s  lik e  y o u r  
fr ie n d  m ig h t  b e  a h a r d  ch a p  to  l i c k .”

“ I ’ d  lik e  to  see  th e  la d  w h o  c o u ld  d o  
it, g iv in g  D u p lis s e  a c h a n ce  to  fig h t  h is  
o w n  w a y . I t  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  ta k e  so m e  
r o o s t e r !”

“ B y  g o r r y ,  I ’ d  lik e  to  p u t a  fr ie n d  
o f  m in e  a g a in st D u p l i s s e !”  c r ie d  S a n d y  
w ith  w a r m th . “ I ’m  re m in d e d  o f  h im  
b y  y o u r  s p e a k in g  o f  a  r o o s te r . M y  
fr ie n d  is  ca lle d  th e ‘R e d  R o o s t e r . ’  ”

“ M a k e s  n o  d if fe r e n c e  w h a t h e  is 
c a lle d ,”  d e c la r e d  A n g u s , w ith  l o f t y  c o n 
tem p t. “ H e  c o u ld n ’ t lic k  th e  ‘ B la c k  
B a n ta m .’ ”

S a n d y  la id  h is  p a d d le  o n  th e  th w a rts  
a n d  lig h te d  h is  t o b a c c o , s e d u lo u s ly  
k e e p in g  th e  p ip e  g o in g  in  o r d e r  to  h o ld  
h is  to n g u e  o f f  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  R e d  
R o o s t e r ’ s p r o w e s s .

C H A P T E R  I X .

BLACK B A N TA M .

I T  w a s  a  g lo r io u s  e x c u r s io n  f o r  m e n  
* w ith  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  zest in  o u t 
d o o r  l i fe , w ith  m u sc le s  t o u g h e n e d  so  
th at p a d d lin g  w a s  th e  sa m e  u n c o n s c io u s  
e f f o r t  as b re a th in g .

I t  w a s  th e  se a so n  o f  th e  a u tu m n  
sla ck  w a te r  in  th e  r iv e r . T h e  cu rre n t 
w a s  n o  e sp e c ia l h a n d ica p .

F ir s t  th e y  tr a v e r s e d  th e  b r o a d  
re a ch es  o f  the lo w e r  r iv e r , p ast c o z y  
h a m le ts , w ith  h e re  a n d  th ere  a  t o w n  o r  
c ity  w ith  p re te n s io n s  an d  p o p u la ce .

F o r  th e ir  s to p p in g  p la c e  o f  th e  n ig h t  
th e y  ch o s e  a v il la g e  a n d  w e r e  h a r b o r e d  
in  a fa r m h o u s e  w h e r e  th e  h o s t  w a s  a 
M a c d o u g a l, a  co u s in  o f  A n g u s . S a n d y  
n e v e r  f o r g o t  th e  a p p le  p ie , lo a d e d  w ith  
crea m .

B e fo r e  th e n e x t  n ig h t ca m e  u p o n
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th em  th e y  h ad  a r r iv e d  in  th e  re a ch e s  o f  
th e  n a r r o w in g  u p p e r  s trea m , p a st sh ores  
o f  fa r m la n d  a n d  fo r e s t , in to  w a te rs  
w h ic h  re v e a le d  in  f lo w  o f  la z y  m o 
m e n tu m  th e  th ru st o f  th e  d r o p  at th e  
g r e a t  fa l ls  a b o v e .

T h e y  h a d  o v e r ta k e n  a n d  p a sse d  b a 
tea u s  th at w e r e  r o w e d  in  m id s tre a m  
b y  lo n g  sw e e p s  o r  w e r e  p o le d  a lo n g  
th e s lo w  e d d ie s  th a t la p p e d  th e  sh o re  
line.

M a n y  o s te n s ib le  c a r g o e s  w e r e  v e g e 
ta b les  d isp la y e d  in n o c e n t ly  o p e n  o r  
sa ck ed . In  o th e r  b o a ts  w e r e  v a r io u s  
c o m m o d it ie s .

“ B u t  ru m  is h id d e n  in  a ll o f  ’ e m ,”  
s ta ted  A n g u s . “ O f  c o u r s e  th e re ’ s ru m . 
T h e y  w o u ld n ’t b e  f o o l in g  w ith  o ld -  
fa s h io n e d  b o a ts  o n  th is  r iv e r , u n le ss  it 
w a s  ru m  th a t g iv e s  ’em  th e  p ro fit . 
S o m e b o d y , o f  c o u r s e , c o u ld  m e d d le  a  
w h o le  lo t . B u t  n o b o d y  d o e s — a n d  y o u  
ca n  u se  y o u r  o w n  ju d g m e n t  in  th e  
m a tte r .”

“ W h y  s h o u ld  a n y b o d y  m e d d le  o n  th is  
s id e  o f  th e  l in e ? ”  q u e r ie d  S a n d y . 
“ U n ite d  S ta tes  m a rsh a ls , f o r  in sta n ce , 
a r e n ’t a llo w e d  to  c o m e  m o s e y in g  a ro u n d  
o v e r  h e re .”  H e  rea ch ed  in to  h is  t r o u 
sers  p o c k e t  f o r  a m a tch  a n d  fu m b le d  
w ith  h is  m a r s h a l ’s b a d g e  w h ile  s i f t in g  
o u t  a  lig h t  f o r  h is  p ip e .

S ta ted  A n g u s : “ T h e y  d o n ’ t h a v e  to  
c o m e  s n o o p in g  o v e r  h e re  t o  k n o w  th at 
ru m  is sa ilin g  u p  th e  r iv e r  r ig h t  a lo n g . 
T h e  tw o - le g g e d  s tu ff  c o m e s  th r o u g h  in  
th e  n ig h t. T u c k e d  in  h a n g -o u ts  w e ll 
o u t  o f  s ig h t at d a y — a n d  th e la d s  w h o  
ru n  th e  tu c k in g  p la ce s  m a k e  a  fin e  
c le a n -u p . B e a ts  a ll, h ev , h o w  la w s  fu r 
n ish  s id e  lin es  f o r  s o  m a n y  r a b s ?  I ’m  
a  ra b , t o o , I  s ’ p o s e , in  th e s la ck  t im e ; 
b u t I  m a y ’ s w e ll g e t m in e  w h ile  th e 
o th e rs  a re  g r a b b in g .”

“ S u r e  t h in g ! ”  th e  d e p u ty  in d o r s e d . 
“ W h i le  th e  b ig  s iev e  is  lea k in g , h o ld  
y o u r  p o r r in g e r  u n d e r .”

I n  th e  d u sk  th e y  sk irted  th e  sh ores  
lin e d  w ith  tre e s .

F in a lly , a h ea d  o f  th em , th e y  b eh e ld

a bateau  e n te r in g  th e m o u th  o f  a  lo g a n , 
o r  n a r r o w  b a c k w a te r  o f f  th e  r iv e r .

A n g u s  c o m m a n d e d  h is  b o w  p a d d le r  
to  b e n d  to  f o r  a  sp u rt, a n d  th e y  o v e r 
t o o k  th e  ba tea u .

T h e  m a n  in  th e  ste rn  o f  th e  b o a t  
la id  d o w n  h is p o le  a n d  s w u n g  a  sa w e d - 
o f f  s h o tg u n  to  h is  h ip .

“ L a y  o f f ,  D o n a l d !”  ca lle d  M a c d o u g a l. 
“ L o o k  sh a rp e r  a n d  y o u ’ll se.e I ’m  an  a ll 
r ig h te r .”

“ O h , a y e , M a c !  B u t a f t e r  y o u r  s ix  
m o n th s  o ’ s u m m e r in g  o n  th e  sa lt, y o u ’ re  
n e w  t o  m e  e v e r y  fa l l .”

“ D ’y e  k e n  th e B a n ta m ’ s p e r c h  f o r  th e  
n ig h t ? ”

“ W e ’ re  ju s t  h ere , fr e s h  f r o m  d o w n  
th e  w e t tra il. Y o u ’ ll h a v e  to  a sk  o n e  
o ’ th e lad s  w h o  c o m e  f o r  th e  lo a d .”

A  h a lf  h o u r  la te r  a  sq u a d  w ith  la n 
te rn s  cam e to  th e h e a d  o f  th e  lo g a n  
w h e r e  th e  ba tea u  w a s  p u lle d  u p  u n 
d e r  th e  g lo o m  ca st b y  o v e r h a n g in g  
b o u g h s .

T h e s e  m e n  w e r e  b r a w n y , b o v in e  
ch a ra cte rs— h u m a n  o x e n , n o t  m u ch  e lse . 
A  b r isk  little  F r e n c h  C a n a d ia n  ca p 
ta in ed  th em . H e  k n e w  M a c d o u g a l, 
ca lle d  h im  “ B o n  a m i!”  a n d  s h o o k  h a n d s  
co r d ia lly .

“ A h , o u i!  S u r e  t ’ i n g ! ”  h e c h irp e d  in  
re p ly  to  a  q u e s t io n . “ B o s s , h e sa y  o n ly  
t o d d e r  d a y  eet ba n  n o t  s o  v e r ’ lo n g  n o w  
b e fo r e  ‘ S n o w -r u n n e r  M a c ’ h e  s h o w  u p  
to  b e  r ’a d y  f o r  to  m a k e  tr a c k s  to  steer  
b y . S o  y o ’ c o m e  a lo n g  o ’ m e  w h e n  d e  
m u le s  g e t o n  th e  lo a d s . I  le n d  y o u  
la n te rn  w h e re  d e  tra il sp lits  o f f . ”  T h e n  
h e  slan ted  a  lo o k  a t th e  s tra n g e r , je r k e d  
h is  ch in  s ig n ifica n tly , a n d  w a lk e d  a w a y , 
A n g u s  fo l lo w in g .

S a n d y  w a ite d  p a tie n t ly  w h ile  th e  
m e n  ta lk ed , th e C a n u ck  lo o k in g  at th e 
y o u n g  m a n  a ll th e t im e . T h e  la n tern s  
re v e a le d  th e la tter . H e  s h o w e d  n o t  th e  
lea st in terest in  th e b u s in ess  o f  th e  m e n , 
w h o  w e r e  h o is t in g  sa ck e d  b o tt le s  o n to  
th e ir  b a ck s , a ff ix in g  c a r r ie r  s t r a p s ; h e 
w a s , to  a ll a p p e a ra n ce s , p e r fe c t ly  f a 
m ilia r  w ith  su ch  o p e ra tio n s .
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W h e n  M a c d o u g a l re tu rn e d  a lo n e  h e 
c o m p lim e n te d  S a n d y .

“ Y o u  a re  su re  a  w ise  o n e , la d . Y o u r  
s ty le  o f  p a y in g  n o  a tte n tio n  to  th e  b u s i
n ess , w h ile  I  w a s  te llin g  h im  it w a s  an 
o ld  s to r y  to  y o u , f ix e d  e v e r y th in g  so lid . 
I  h ad  to  d o  s o m e  ly in g  to  p r o te c t  y o u  
a n d  m e  b o th . S a id  y o u ’ re  m y  co u s in , 
g o in g  u p  g u id in g  a lo n g  o ’ m e , a n d  th a t 
y o u ’ ll c o m e  b a ck  h ere  in  th e s la ck  tim e  
a n d  tak e  a  h a n d  w ith  m e  in  th is  b u s i
n e s s .”

“ D e p e n d  o n  m e  to  b a ck  y o u , o ld  to p . 
T h a t  is, in  all e x c e p t  th e c o m in g  b a c k .”  

“ O f  co u rse , I  k n o w  y o u ’re  a ll s a fe  
to  tru st, e v e n  i f  y o u  a r e  a  c it y  h u n ter , 
u p  h e re  f o r  b ig  g a m e . B u t - t h e  g a n g  
su re  d o e s  h ate  o u ts id e rs  o f  a n y  strip e . 
F o r  m e  it w a s  lie  o r  lea ve  y o u  h ere  
w a it in g  in  th e  d a rk  w h ile  I  g a b  to  th e  
b o s s .”

S a n d y  w a s  c o n s c io u s  o f  s o m e  h o n e s t  
c o m p u n c t io n  w h e n  h e th a n k ed  M a c 
d o u g a l f o r  th is  fr ie n d lin e s s . H e  w a s  in  
a w a y  to  b e tr a y  th e  c o n fid e n c e  p la ce d  
in  h im , h e  rea lized .

H is  fe e l in g s  w e r e  h e lp e d  a  b it  b y  
w h a t A n g u s  p r o c e e d e d  to  s a y :

“ S o  w e ’ll b e  ab le  to  d r o p  in , a ll s o 
ciab le , on  the B la ck  B an tam , A le x .  
N o w  g e t  m e  r ig h t  as to  h im ! H e ’ s n o  
ch u m  o f  m in e , y o u  u n d e r s t a n d . ' H e  
p u ts  m e  in  a w a y  o f  g e tt in g  s o m e  e x tra  
c o in  th at I ’m  a b it a sh a m e d  o f  w h e n  
it ’s irk m y  m itt. B u t I  d o n ’t lik e  h is  
c o c k y  sty le  n o r  re lish  th e n a sty  tw is t  
h e g iv e s  h is  m u g . B u t n o w  th e r e ’s 
n a u g h t e lse  f o r  m e  a n d  y o u  b u t to  b e  
tw a  co u s in s  a n d  fa ir  a n d  fr ie n d ly  to  
h im , d r o p p in g  in  f o r  a  b it o ’ ch a t .”  

“ N o t h in g  co u ld  b e  s w e e te r ,”  d e c la r e d  
th e  y o u n g  m a n  w ith  en th u s ia sm . “ I 
w o n ’t e v e n  m e n tio n  th a t I th in k  th e  
R e d  R o o s t e r  ca n  lick  h im .”

“ W e ’ll p a d d le  th e  ca n o e  o u t  o f  th e  
lan tern  lig h t , o v e r  to  th e fa r  s id e  o f  th e  
lo g a n ,”  sa id  th e g u id e . “ W e ’ ll ca ch e  it 
a n d  th e  d u ffe l  so  w e  can  w a lk  lig h t  t o  
w h e re  w e ’ re  g o in g .”

W it h  w o o d s m a n ’ s c r a ft , M a c d o u g a l

h id  a n d  c a m o u fla g e d  c r a ft  a n d  b e lo n g 
in g s  in  a th ick e t  o f  stu n ted  sp ru ce . 
T h e n  h e  a n d  S a n d y  w a lk e d  a r o u n d  th e  
en d  o f  th e lo g a n , h e lp ed  b y  a  s tra g 
g le  o f  m o o n lig h t  an d  the b e a c o n s  o f  th e  
lan tern s.

A n g u s  in tr o d u c e d  h is  m a te  w ith  a  
“ M e e t  J u les  L a fr o n n ie r ,”  a n d  S a n d y  
w a s  m a d e  o n e  o f  th e  p a r ty  th at set o f f  
u p  th e  w o o d la n d  a isles. T w o  o f  th e  
b a tea u  m e n  w e n t  a h ea d , ea ch  w ith  a 
sh o tg u n . T w o ,  s im ila r ly  a rm e d , c lo s e d  
in  th e  lin e  o f  th e  m a rch  o f  th e  ca rr ie rs .

J u le s  fo l lo w e d  w ith  h is  c o m p a n io n s  
o f  th e  m o m e n t , k e e p in g  a sh a rp  e y e  o n  
th e  p a ra d e  fr o m  h is p o s t  b eh in d .

“ E e f  y o ’ p lea se , d o n ’t th een k , M o n -  
s ie u ’ M a c P h e r s o n , w e  g o  to  fig h t  b e 
ca u se  d e  f o u r  m en  c a r r y  g u n s .”  H e  
w a s  r e a ssu r in g  a p o s s ib le  re cru it . “ B u t 
w e  ta k ’ m o c h  p a in s  s o  o n e  o f  d e  m u le s  
d o n ’t s c o o t  o f f  in to  d e  b ru sh  w i t ’ h e  
s t o f f  o n  h ees  b a ck  h e ca n  sal f o r  d e  
h u n d e r  d o l la ir e !”

“ T h e  ju ic e  su re  g e ts  to  b e  w o r t h  g o o d  
m o n e y  w h e n  it ’ s a c r o s s  th e lin e ,”  S a n d y  
re m a rk e d . “ Q u ite  a  te m p ta t io n .”

“ A h , oui. S o  e a sy  m o n e e !”  J u les  
sh r u g g e d  h is  sh o u ld e rs . “ S o  w e  a ll b e  
te m p te d  u p  h ere . M e , d e  b o s s , M a c 
d o u g a l een  h ees s la ck  tim e— p ’ ra p ’ y o ’ , 
t o o , eh , m o n s ie u r , be  te m p te d , eh  ?”

“ S h o u ld n ’t w o n d e r  a  m ite . I t  su re  
d o e s  lo o k  e a s y .”

“ S o  v e r ’ e a s e e ! S o  m a n e e  h o le s ! 
A n d  p lo n te e  h e lp  fr o m  fo lk s  w h o  leev e  
a lo n g  d e  b o r d e r  a n d  ask  n o  p a y — o n ly  
lik e  to  h a v e  a  b o tt le  o n  d e  c u p b o a r d  
s h e lf . W e  see  to  it d e y  h a v e  d e  b o t 
t l e ! ”  h e d e c la re d  c h e e r fu lly . “ D e n  d e y  
p ass  d e  w o r d  to  cu s to m  m a n s  a n d  d e p 
it y  m a rsh a ls . S lip p e r y  w o r d ! A n d  d e  
O a c le  S a m m ie s  ru n  h a rd  o n e  w a y — a n d  
w e  b r e e n g  in  d e  s t o f f  a n o d d e r  w a y . 
S e e ?  S o  v e r ’ e a s e e !”

“ S l i c k ! ”  S a n d y  a g re e d .
“ W e  n eed  sp ry  fe lla ire s  to  b e  capi- 

taine lik e  I  am . M a c d o u g a l, h e ’ s capi- 
taine f o r  s n o w  w o r k . Y o ’ c o u ld  b e  
v e r ’ lig h t o n  d e  s n o w s h o e , M o n s ie u r
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M a c P h e r s o n . T o  s c o u t— to  b e  capi- 
ta in e!”

“ I ’m  ce r ta in ly  lo o k in g  a h e a d  to  th e  
s la ck  tim e , A n g u s ,”  sta ted  S a n d y .

A f t e r  th a t J u les  s h o o k  o f f  th e  su s
p ic io n  w h ic h  c a u t io n  e n g e n d e r e d . H e  
ch a tte re d  o n  a b o u t  th e  e n te rp r ise  e n 
g in e e re d  b y  th e b ra in s  o f  th e  b o s s .

S a n d y  fo u n d  e s p e c ia lly  en lig h te n in g  
th e  a id ’s d is c lo s u r e s  o f  th e  m e th o d s  
u s e d  in  h a n d lin g  th e a lien s . H e  lea rn ed  
th at th e sm u g g le d  m e n  w e r e  d iv id e d  
in to  sm all sq u a d s  a n d  se cre te d  h e re  an d  
th e re  in  w o o d s  o n  th e  A m e r ic a n  s id e . 
T h e r e  w e r e  little  ca m p s  in  re m o te  ra 
v in e s , b r u s h w o o d  sh e lters  w h ic h  c o u ld  
b e  d is c o v e r e d  o n ly  b y  a cc id e n t  o r  p a in s 
ta k in g  s e a r c h ; th e re  w e r e  c a v e s ;  th ere  
w e r e  e v e n  c a r e fu lly  c o n tr iv e d  e y r ie s  
b u ilt  a b o v e  g r o u n d  in  d e n se  th ick e ts  o f  
b la c k  g r o w t h . T h e s e  sq u a d s  w e r e  s lid  
a lo n g  th e ir  w a y  a n d  sca tte re d  w h e n e v e r  
th e  sp ies  r e p o r te d  a c le a r  fie ld  f o r  o p 
e ra tio n s .

S a n d y  re m e m b e re d  h is  fa th e r ’ s m e l
a n c h o ly  c o n v ic t io n  th a t th e  g o v e r n m e n t  
w o u ld  n o t  a ss ig n  an  a r m y  c o r p s  to  th e 
w o r k  o n  th e  b o r d e r . T h e  d e p u ty  w a s  
g e tt in g  a  sh a rp e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
w h a t  M e s s r s . A r b o ,  S t ick n e y , a n d  
W o r t h in g  w e r e  u p  a g a in st, a n d  h e  w a s  
e n te r ta in in g  m e l lo w e d  o p in io n s  re g a r d 
in g  th e ir  fa i lu r e  u p  to  d a te . H e  b eg a n  
t o  w o n d e r  b y  w h a t  sy s te m  o r  s tra teg em  
th o s e  h id d e n , s ca tte re d  nests c o u ld  b e  
lo c a t e d  a n d  c le a n e d  o u t . H e  p o n d e r e d , 
w h ile  h e  w a lk e d  o n ; th en  h e  set th e  
p u z z le  b a c k  o n  a s h e lf  in  h is  m en ta l 
c u p b o a r d  a n d  c o u ld  o n ly  h o p e  that h is 
s u b c o n s c io u s  m in d  w o u ld  b e  d o in g  a 
litt le  w o r k  o n  th e p r o b le m  w h ile  h e  
w a s  a tte n d in g  to  m a tte rs  m o r e  n e a r ly  
a t h a n d .

H e  re fle c te d  th a t th is  m e e t in g -u p  
w ith  D u p lis se , n o w  p a r t icu la r ly  a t h a n d ,

w o u ld  b e  re q u ir in g  a ll h is  a c t iv e , o f -  
th e -m o m e n t  in te llig e n ce .

A f t e r  a w h ile  th e y  ca m e  t o  a  p la ce  
w h e r e  a tra il sp lit  o f f .

J u les  lig h te d  an  e x tr a  la n te rn  a n d  
g a v e  it in to  M a c d o u g a l ’ s h and .

“  ’B o u t  h a lf  an  a cre — I m e a n , y o u r  
ta lk , h a lf  a m ile — d en  y o ’ c o m e  o n to  
s teep  c lim b . B u t  y o ’ d o n ’ t m a k e  d e  
c lim b . N o . Y o ’ sp leet o f f  s tra ig h t to  
d e  r ig h t  a n d  g o  u p  g u lly , a n  y o ’ co m e  
o n to  lo g  h o u se . D a t ’s h e e m .”

T h e  t w o  p a r te d  f r o m  J u les  w ith  c o r 
dial h an d sh ak es a n d  w e n t tra ilin g  ah ead  
in to  th e  fo r e s t , A n g u s  ah ead  w ith  the 
la n tern .

W h e n  th e y  tu rn e d  at la st f r o m  th e  
tra il at th e  f o o t  o f  th e  s teep  b lu f f  a n d  
w e r e  w e ll a lo n g  th e  g u lch , A n g u s  d re w  
a tte n tio n  to  a g le a m  o f  lig h t . “ W e ’re  
a -n ig h , l a d ! ”

W h e n  th e y  n e a re d  th e  ca b in  th e d o o r  
w a s  flu n g  o p e n  a n d  a  sm all b u t s tu rd y  
fig u r e  w a s  s ilh o u e tte d  th ere .

T h e  n e w c o m e r s  h u rr ie d  o u t  o f  th e  
n ig h t, A n g u s  w ith  th e  r in g  o f  th e  la n 
tern  o v e r  h is  fo r e a r m .

A n g u s  p u sh e d  h is  c o m p a n io n  t o  th e  
f r o n t , w ith in  re a ch  o f  th e  h o s t ’ s e x 
te n d e d  h a n d . “ T h is  is  m y  c o u s in , A le x  
— A le x  M a c P h e r s o n , H a r t in  D u p lis se . 
A n d  m a y b e  h e ’ ll b e  h a v in g  a s la ck  tim e  
a lo n g  o ’ m e ,”  h e  a d d e d , w ith  s ig n ifi
ca n ce  w h ic h  w a s  u n d e r s to o d  b y  th e  
B a n ta m .

“ J o lly  n e w s  to  h e a r ! ”  d e c la re d  th e 
c h ie f ,  h o ld in g  to  S a n d y ’ s h a n d  a n d  p u ll
in g  h im  in to  th e  ca m p . “ N e v a ir e  d id  
a  s tra n g e r  c o m e  w ith  s o  v e r ’ fin e  in 
t r o d u c t io n  !”

S a n d y  w a s  in sa tia b ly  in  q u e s t  o f  
k ic k s  f o r  h is  s o u l o f  a d v e n tu re . F il l ip s  
f o r  h is  e q u a lly  in sa tia b le  sen se  o f  h u 
m o r . H e r e  h e  w a s  in  th e  v e r y  s tr o n g 
h o ld  o f  th e  B a n ta m !

87

T o  be continued n ext w eek.



A u th o r  o f  “ M r . Catlin's W eakness , ”  “  W idders Come F i r s t ,"  E tc .

Captain Drake again proves, and this time most brilliantly, his right to the title: 
“ The Opportunist.”  With remarkable sagacity he scents an opportunity on the wind.

PIR A E U S , th at h is to r ica l p o r t  o f  
G re e ce , la y  d re n ch e d  a n d  sw e lte r 
in g  in  su n sh ine . Its  g re a t  w a ter  

fr o n t , w h e n ce  g a lley s  h ad  sa iled  b ra v e ly  
fo r t h  in  a n cien t d a y s , w a s  p a ck ed  w ith  
sh ip p in g , m o s t  o f  it id le ;  f o r  tra d e  w a s  
in  th e d o ld ru m s . D o c k e d  b e tw een  tw o  
b ig  “ sm o k e  b o a ts ”  la y  th e  v e r y  tr im  
an d  neat steam  s ch o o n e r , Malabart, 
C ap ta in  E li D ra k e , o w n e r  and  c o m 
m a n d e r ; an d  th ere  w a s n o th in g  in  th e  
M alabart’s  p h y s ica l a p p ea ra n ce  to  in 
d ica te  th at sh e , to o , w as y a w n in g  f o r  
a  c a r g o  o f  a n y  sort, o r  t o  a n y  p o rt , 
th o u g h  th e ch a rte r  rate m ig h t be so  lo w  
as to  b a re ly  p a y  e x p en ses .

C a p ta in  D ra k e , w h o se  sob r iq u e t  o f  
“ T h e  O ld  H y e n a ”  had  su rv iv e d  the d ays 
o f  sail, w as a sh ore , h arassed  b y  ca res .

H e  had  b een  ea tin g  in to  cap ita l to  k eep  
h is sh ip  in  co m m iss io n , an d  h is  c re w , 
w h ich  h e  had  g a th e re d  in  th e co u rs e  o f  
m a n y  y ea rs , f r o m  b e in g  d isb a n d ed . H e  
p r iz e d  h is  c re w , an d , a ft e r  h is  sh ip , th ey  
ca m e  first in  h is  a ffe c t io n s . In  q u est o f  
ca r g o — a n y  c a r g o — h e had  s co u re d  th e  
p o rt , m a d e  d a ily  tr ip s  o v e r  the sh o rt  
d r iv e  to  A th e n s , a n d  sp en t lib era l su m s 
o n  ca b leg ra m s  to  m a n y  agen ts , w ith ou t 
ava il. H e  fe lt  lik e  c u r s in g  the b ig  
stea m sh ip  co m p a n ie s , w h ich , w ith  th e ir  
a rm y  o f  o rg a n iz e d  ru n n ers , w e re  ra p 
id ly  d r iv in g  the in d e p e n d e n t o w n e rs  an d  
tra m p s o f f  the seas.

In  a m o o d  o f  su llen  o b s tin a cy  h e  had  
tra m p e d  a lm ost the len g th  o f  th e  d o ck s  
w h e n , u n e x p e c te d ly , h e  h eard  the cla t
te r  o f  a c a r g o  w in c h ; and  th e  so u n d
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w a s  so  u nu su al that, lik e  a m agn et, it  
d r e w  h im  in  its d ire c t io n . H e  fo u n d  a 
ru sty  tra m p  th at w a s lad in g .

“ N o w  w h at— h o w  d id  I  m iss  g e tt in g  
th at c a r g o ? ”  h e  re fle cted . “ T h e  R h o -  
dialim, e h ? ”  A n d  a f t e r *  a  m o m e n t ’ s 
th o u g h t h e m u tte r e d : “ O h , y es . B e 
lo n g s  to  that firm  o f  H a k im  &  L e tin . 
G o t  h er  an d  o n e  o th e r  s ch o o n e r , d o in g  
m o s t ly  L e v a n tin e  and  E a st  A fr ic a n  
co a st  trad e . W is h  I  c o u ld  h a v e  g o t  that 
c a rg o . M y  lu ck ’s o u t .”

W it h o u t  th in k in g , o r  o b s e r v in g  th at 
at th e d o c k  g a tes  th ere  w a s a w a tch m a n , 
w h o , at the m om en t, had  h is  b a ck  tu rn ed  
an d  w as in  v o lu b le  a lte rca tion  w ith  o n e  
o f  h is co u n try m e n , C a p ta in  E li  stro lled  
in w a rd . H e  fin a lly  h a lted , a n d  w ith  
h an d s in  p o ck e ts  sta red , su d d e n ly  d is 
c o v e r in g  s o m e th in g  e lse  that m a d e  h im  
cu r io u s .

“ T h a t ’s b la m ed  fu n n y ! ”  h e  th ou gh t. 
“ B ig  cases m a rk ed  ‘ M in in g  m a ch in e ry ,’ 
b u t a c o u p le  o f  s te v e d o re s  ch u ck  ’em  
in to  the s lin gs  as i f  th ey  w e r e  em p ty . 
A ls o  ca ses  o f  m e rch a n d ise  p u t u p  like 
h e a v y  p rin ts  th at seem  ju s t  as lig h t , an d
as--------  G o o d  L o r d !  U p  th ere  o n  the
b r id g e !  I f  that a in ’ t B ill M o r r is , I ’m  
d o tty . S o  h e ’s g o t  a sh ip  o u t h ere , eh, 
a ft e r  it g o t  t o o  h o t f o r  h im  a b ou t e v e r y 
w h e re  e lse  o n  salt w a t e r ! L o s t  tw o  
sh ips in  th e P a c if ic  tra d e , u n d e r  m ig h ty  
su sp ic iou s  c ircu m sta n ce s , an d  h ad  h is 
tick e t taken  a w a y , last I  h eard  o f  h im . 
U m m h ! T e n  o r  tw e lv e  y ea rs  a g o , that 
w as. S o  lie ’s sk ip p e r in ’ th is  c r a ft , e h ?  
I f  h im  a n d  m e h a d n ’ t lo ck e d  spars tw o  
o r  th ree  tim es, I ’d  g o  o v e r  an d  r ile  h im  
u p  w ith  a leetle  lig h t , a ir y  b a n ter . I  
g u ess  h e ’ s-------- ”

“ H e y  y o u ! G o t  a n y  b u sin ess  h ere  ? 
H o w ’d y o u  g e t p ast m e  at th e  g a t e ? ”  
a  v o ic e  d is tu rb ed  h im . A n d  a lth ou g h  
th e fe l lo w  sp ok e  b a sta rd  G reek , D ra k e , 
w h o , w ith  a s a ilo r ’s fa c ility , had  p ick ed  
u p  co n s id e ra b le  o f  the to n g u e , u n d e r 
s to o d , an d  tu rn ed  to  see  the w a tch m a n  
g lo w e r in g  at h im .

“ W h y ? ”  h e asked . “ C a n ’t a n y b o d y

c o m e  o n to  y o u r  d o c k ?  N o th in g  secret 
a b ou t it, is th e r e ? ”

T h e  w a tch m a n  sp u ttered  som eth in g  
a b ou t n o n e  w ith o u t a  p ass fr o m  H a k im  
&  L e t in  b e in g  a llo w e d  in , and  so m e 
w h at p e re m p to r ily  o r d e r e d  D ra k e  to  
c le a r  ou t. N o t  b e in g  a ccu stom ed  to  
su ch  trea tm en t, d isg ru n tled , a ffro n te d , 
b u t r e c o g n iz in g  the w ea k n ess  o f  h is  p o 
s it ion  an d  th e  fu t ility  o f  re to r t , D ra k e  
tu rn ed  an d , sw e a r in g  u n d e r  h is b rea th , 
o b e y e d .

I t  is p o ss ib le  that the e p iso d e  m ig h t 
h a v e  p assed  f r o m  h is m in d  en tire ly , b u t 
f o r  an  e n co u n te r  that fo l lo w e d  som e  
h o u rs  la ter , w h e n , ju s t  as h e w a s  tu rn 
in g  to w a rd  th e M alabart, a m an  w h o se  
fa c e  b o r e  th e a lm ost in d e lib le  stam p o f  
th e e n g in e  ro o m s  o f  sh ips, w ith  g rea se  
w o r k e d  d e e p ly  in to  th e p o re s  o f  th e  
sk in , r e s p e c t fu lly  to u ch e d  h is  ca p  p eak  
an d  a cco s te d  h im  in  fa ir ly  g o o d , th o u g h  
a ccen ted , E n g lish .

“ C apta in  D r a k e ,”  h e  sa id . “ E x c u s e  
m e , s ir , f o r  s to p p in g  y o u , b u t I am  a 
g o o d  m an  o u t  o f  w o rk , a n d  w a n t a jo b  
o n  y o u r  sh ip , s ir .”

“ S o r r y , m y  m an , b u t w e ’ re  fu ll u p ,”  
C apta in  E li  rep lied . “ T o o  fu ll ,”  h e  
a d d ed , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  p ro ce e d e d  o n  his 
w a y , had  n o t  th e  a p p lica n t in sisted .

“ I  am  g o o d  m an , s ir . F ir s t -c la s s  en 
g in e e r ;  b u t I  w o u ld  take a n y th in g  in  
y o u r  en g in e  r o o m . B e ca u se  m e, I  h ave  
b ig  fa m ily , a n d  sh ip s  a re  all fu ll n o w , 
it seem s to  m e, sir. I  lo s e  j o b  w h e n  n ot 
m y  fau lt . N o t  at all. W h e n  I  to o k  
en g in es  o f  sh ip  Rhodialim  a n y b o d y  tell 
y o u  th ey  s c ra p  h eap . I  m a k e  ’e m  g o o d . 
A n d  n o w , w ith o u t w o r d , s in ce  that C a p 
tain  B ill M o r r is  c o m e , I  am  fired . H e  
sa y  h ave  h is  o w n  e n g in e e r  an d -------- ”

“ H u h ?  W h a t ’ s th a t? ”  C a p ta in  E li, 
w h o  h ad  b een  s lo w ly  m o v in g  fo r w a r d  
w ith  th e  in sisten t o n e  a t h is s id e , 
s top p ed  a n d  sta red  at th e m an . “ D o  
y o u  h ap p en  to  k n o w  th e n am e o f  the 
n ew  e n g in e e r ? ”

“ It is S im m o n s , o r  S im o n s , o r  so m e 
th in g  like th a t.”
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D r a k e ’ s m o u th  p u rsed  itse lf  as i f  to  
w h istle  an  e x c la m a tio n , an d  f o r  a m o 
m en t h e s to o d  a b se n t-m in d e d ly  sta rin g  
at th e  ston es  ben ea th  h is  fe e t . B u t h is 
th ou g h t r a n : “ S im m o n s ! S im m o n s !
T h a t w as the en g in e e r  o f  the sh ip  that 
B ill lo s t  last, an d  h e w a s  o n e  o f  th e  
c h ie f  w itn esses  at the in su ra n ce  in v es
tig a tion . S o m e th in g  fu n n y  a b ou t th is 
b u s in e s s !”

H e  a b ru p tly  started  a w a y , s a y in g  as 
h e d id  s o :  “ Y o u  co m e  o n  b o a rd  w ith  
m e , and  I ’ ll learn  i f  th ere ’ s a n y th in g  
ca n  be d o n e . L e t  m e  see y o u r  t ick e t .”  
A n d  then , a m o m e n t la t e r :  “ B e ltra m o  
— G iu sep p e  B e ltra m o  is y o u r  n am e, e h ?  
A n d  y o u r  tick e t sh o w s  a lo n g , clean  
r e c o r d . N o  w o n d e r  th ey  d id n ’ t w a n t 
y o u  o n  that b oa t. N e v e r  m in d  th e q u es
tion s , n o w . I ’ ll a sk  all the q u estion s  
m y s e l f .”

A s  a ru le  th e re la tion s  b e tw e e n  C a p 
ta in  E li  D ra k e  an d  h is  c h ie f  m ate, W i l 
liam  C atlin , w e r e  o f  tw o  sep ara te  ch a r
a cters , in asm u ch  as a floa t th e y  o b se rv e d  
th e  d is t in ctio n s  in  sta tion  and  D ra k e  
b r o o k e d  n o  in t e r fe r e n c e ; b u t it  w a s  w e ll 
k n o w n  that a sh ore  th e y  w e r e  m o r e  in 
tim ate  than  b ro th e rs  u su a lly  a re , an d  
co n fid a n ts  in  n ea rly  e v e ry th in g . H e n c e , 
w h en  th e co m m a n d e r  sen t f o r  C atlin  
u p o n  h is a rr iv a l a b o a rd , an d  on  h is  en 
tr y  in to  th e ca b in  a d d ressed  h im  as 
“ B ill ,”  C atlin  th o u g h t : “ S o m e th in g ’ s 
tu rn e d  u p .”  A lo u d  h e s a id :

“ L a n d e d  so m e th in g , s k ip p e r ? ”
“ L a n d e d  en o u g h  to  set m e  to  a heap  

o f  th in k in g , B ill ,”  D ra k e  sa id . A n d  
th en  he ben t fo r w a r d  a n d  in  a  c o n fid e n 
tia l ton e  to ld  o f  h is  e x p e r ie n ce s , e n d 
in g  w i t h : “ It seem s to  m e th ere ’ s so m e  
sort o f  a  jo b  b e in g  p u t u p  b y  H a k im  
&  L e t in ;  and1— w ell, th ere  m ig h t b e  
so m e  w a y  f o r  us to  m a k e  so m e th in g  o u t 
o f  it .”

“ S o r t  o f  an  o p p o r tu n ity , e h ? ”  C atlin  
g r in n e d , r e m e m b e r in g  that the C a p e  
C o d  m an  h ad  ea rn ed  th e  rep u ta tion  o f  
b e in g  an  o p p o rtu n is t . “ M a y b e  y o u  ca n  
see  on e , bu t I  ca n ’t. D o n ’t m in d  m y

th ick -h e a d e d n e ss . I ca n  g e t a n y th in g  
w h e n  it ’ s e x p la in e d , all r ig h t .”

B u t D ra k e  seem ed  to  h ave  b e c o m e  
a b so rb e d  in  so m e  th o u g h t o f  h is  o w n . 
H e  stared  a b sen tly  th ro u g h  th e c lo u d  
o f  p ip e  s m o k e ; an d  fin a lly  ch u ck le d , as 
i f  h e  h a d  rea ch ed  a  so lu tion  o f  so m e  
p ro b le m .

“ I  th in k  I  so r t  o f  g r a b  an  id e a ,”  h e  
sa id  at last, g e tt in g  to  h is fe e t . “ Y o u ’ re  
a  hell o f  a  g o o d  fr ie n d , B ill, b u t as a 
h e lp er  in  w o r k in g  ou t a p u z z le  y o u  d o n ’t 
a m o u n t to  m u ch . N e v e r  m in d . T h in k  
I  g o t  it, m y s e lf . S o  ju s t  ta lk in g  it o v e r  
w ith  y o u  d id  h ave  som e  u se , a fte r  all. 
Y o u  g o  d o w n  a n d  k e e p  th at fe l le r  I  
b ro u g h t  a b o a rd  in terested , w h ile  I  s lip  
b e lo w  a n d  see th e c h ie f .  M o s t  lik e ly  
b e  in  h is  ca b in , I  e x p e c t .”

T h e y  w e n t o u t  to g e th e r  a n d  D ra k e  
so u g h t th e  en g in eer .

“ F o r b e s ,”  h e sa id  to  that g ra y -h a ire d  
ve tera n . “ C a n  y o u  fin d  so m e th in g  f o r  
an  en g in e e r  o u t o f  a  jo b  to  d o  f o r  a 
fe w  d a y s ? ”

“ C a n ’ t fin d  e n o u g h  to  d o  m y s e l f , le t 
a lon e  m ak e w o r k  f o r  a  n e w  m an . I f
th is  k eep s up--------- H o ld  o n . W h ile  I
th in k  o f  it, that ch a p  F lin t , m y  th ird , 
ask ed  m e  to -d a y  i f  I  th o u g h t th ere  w a s  
a ch a n ce  f o r  h im  in  th e n a v y . N o w  i f  
h e g o t  a m o n th  o f f  to  g o  to  th e n earest 
p la ce  h e c o u ld  pass h is  e x a m in a tio n s
an d  file  h is  a p p lica tio n -------- ”

“ T h e  s u re -e n o u g h  r ig h t th in g ! L e t  
h im  take a  m o n th , a n d  p u t th is fe l le r  
o n  until F lin t  co m e s  back . C o m e  on  u p  
to p s id e  an d  ta lk  to  h im ,”

T h e  resu lt o f  th e co n v e rsa t io n  w a s  
that tw o  m en , at least, w e r e  m a d e  h a p p y  
that e v e n in g — F lin t , w h o  had  g o t  u n e x 
p ected  lea ve  f o r  a  m on th , a n d  B e ltra m o , 
w h o  h ad  g o t  a  t e m p o r a r y  billet.

B u t D ra k e  w a s  n o t  o n  th e  sh ip  w h en  
th e s h ift  w a s  m a d e . In  the ro u g h e st  
su it o f  c lo th es  h e  c o u ld  m u ster  h e h a d  
g o n e  a sh o re  a n d  m a d e  h i^ w a y  to  a n o t -  
to o -c le a n  bar, w h e r e  h e  k n e w  that p ilo ts  
w e r e  w o n t  to  ga th er. T h e r e  h e  p a 
t ie n t ly  w a ited  f o r  the a rr iv a l o f  o n e  h e
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k n e w . T h e  m an  ca m e  at last, a n d  C a p 
ta in  E li  d re w  h im  in to  a  little  p r iv a te  
r o o m  at th e  rear.

“ C h r is to p h e ,”  C ap ta in  E li  sa id , “ I  
h a v e  d o n e  y o u  a fa v o r  o n c e  o r  tw ice , 
a n d  y o u ’ re  th e k in d  o f  m an  th at lik es  to  
rep a y . W e ll ,  th e  tim e  h as c o m e  w h e n  
y o u  m a y  b e  o f  use. N o w  first, y o u ’ v e  
g o t  to  k eep  y o u r  m o u th  shut— n o t  o n e  
w o r d — n o t  o n e  w o r d  to  a n y b o d y , n o t  
e v en  y o u r  w i fe ,  o f  w h a t w e  sa y  h e re  in  
th is  r o o m .”

T h e  p ilo t , w h o s e  fa c e  w a s  seam ed  
w ith  y ea rs  a n d  sea  se rv ice , p ro m p tly  
li f te d  h is  h and  a n d  s w o r e  an  o a th  that 
w o u ld  h a v e  sa tis fied  a n y  b a n d  o f  c o n 
sp ira to rs  that e v e r  e x is te d .

“ F ir s t , y o u  k n o w  th is  sea  as w e ll as 
a n y  o n e , I  take it ? ”

“ B y  H e a v e n ! B e tte r ' th an  a ll save  
o n e  o r  tw o . W a s  I  n o t a  fish erm a n  in  
th ese  w a te rs  w h e n  o ld  e n o u g h  to  flo a t?  
I  k n o w  e v e r y  fo o t  o f  it an d  e v e r y  r e e f , 
a n d  e v e r y  is la n d  an d-------- ”

“ G o o d ! ”  C a p ta in  E li  in terru p ted . 
H e  lea n ed  a c r o s s  th e little  tab le  b e tw een  
th em  a n d  lo w e r e d  h is v o ic e . “ C h ris 
top h e , i f  y o u  w e r e  g o in g  to  s in k  a sh ip  
th at w a s  su p p o se d  to  b e  b o u n d  e a stw a rd  
— say  f o r  J a ffa — w h e re  w o u ld  y o u  d o  
i t ? ”

F o r  a m o m e n t th e p ilo t ’ s m o u th  h u n g  
o p e n  an d  h is ey es  w e r e  w id e , a s  i f  h e  
fe a re d  f o r  D r a k e ’ s san ity .

“ B u t, s ir , ca p ta in — y o u — y o u  a re  n o t
g o in g  to  sin k --------  Y o u  d o n ’t  m ea n
that-------- ”

“ N o , o f  c o u r s e  n o t !  I  s in k  n o th in g . 
B u t  y o u  th in k  it o v e r  c a r e fu lly  an d  an 
s w e r  m y  q u e s tio n s ,”  D ra k e  co n tin u e d . 
A n d  th e p ilo t , still w o n d e r in g , s lo w ly  
lo w e r e d  h is ey es , shut th em  as i f  to  p o n 
d e r  su ch  a case , an d  th en  a s k e d : “ W h a t  
tim e  o f  y ea r , c a p ta in ? ”

“ T h is  t im e  o f  y e a r ,”  D r a k e  rep lied .
A n d  a g a in  th e w e a th e r -b e a te n  o ld . 

p ilo t  sh u t h is  eyes  a n d  th ou g h t.
“ L is te n , s ir ,”  h e  sa id  in  h is  q u a in t 

b u t ad equ ate  E n g lish . “ M a n y  th in gs  
o n e  m u st th in k  o f .  I f  m en s w a n t to

s in k  sh ip , bu t n o t d r o w n  a n y b o d y , they  
m u st b e  n o t  t o o  fa r  fr o m  lan d  f o r  o p e n  
b oa t, e h ?  M u s t  b e  so m e  p la ce  w h e re  
n o t  to o  m u ch  d a n g e r  b ig  seas f o r  sm all 
b oa ts , e h ?  M u s t  a lso  b e  so m e  p la ce  
w h e re  n o b o d y  see— a w a y  f r o m  fish er ’  
m e n ’ s b oa ts , o r  c a r g o  b oa ts , o r  b ig g e r  
sh ips— so m e  p la ce  lo n e ly  th is  t im e  y ea r . 
P le n ty  p laces  m an  c o u ld  scu ttle  sh ip , 
bu t fe w  -w here g e t a ll th ese  th in g s  w h a t 
w a n t, e h ?  W e ll ,  a b ou t n o w  m o st  fish in ’ 
boa ts  w o r k ” — h e  g o t  u p  an d  w a lk e d  
to  a r o u g h  m a p  that w a s  ta ck ed  o n  th e  
w a ll an d  th at w a s  a lm ost s o lid ly  sm ea red  
w ith  th e  tra ils  o f  m a n y  fin g e rs  a cro ss  
its s u r fa c e — “ w o rk s  u p  a b o u t h e re  
m o s t ly . In  so m e  m on th s , h e r e ;  som e  
m on th s , th e r e ; b u t  n o w , a b o u t h ere . 
S o  n o  g o o d  u p  th e re .”  H is  fin g e r  
m o v e d  as h e  ta lked . “ N o  g o o d  th ro u g h  
h ere , b eca u se  b ig  sh ips g o  th ere . N o  
g o o d  th ere , b eca u se  sm all sh ips w h a t d o  
is la n d  tra d e  w o r k  in  and  ou t. S o , h ere  
b est p la ce  f o r  all th in gs . A lm o s t  o n ly  
p la ce  w h ic h  fit all I  speak  b e tw een  h e re  
an d  Is la n d  o f  R h o d e s . N o t  t o o  fa r  o u t  
o f  the w a y . V e r y  g o o d  p lace . D e e p  
w a te r— p len ty  w a te r  a n d  n o t  m u ch  
ch a n ce  b o a t  e v e r  d r i f t  w h e n  h it  b o tto m . 
Y e s , ca p ta in , s ir , that best p la ce  a n y 
b o d y  ca n  th in k  o f — rig h t a b ou t th e re .”

H is  g n a r le d  f in g e r  cea sed  to  m o v e —  
p o in te d  at o p e n  w a te r  o f f  N a u p lia .

T h e y  sat d o w n  a g a in  a n d , w h ile  
C h r is to p h e  e y e d  h im  w ith  p e r p le x e d  
lo o k s , th e  ca p ta in  re flected .

“ T h a t , y o u  th in k , is a p la ce  a  m an  
w h o  k n e w  these w a ters  w e ll w o u ld  se 
le c t ? ”  h e  said . “ B u t a  m an  w h o  d id n ’ t 
k n o w  th e m ? ”

“ G o d  k n o w s  w h e r e ! ”  th e p ilo t  e x 
c la im ed , l i f t in g  h is  h a n d s an d  le ttin g  
th em  fa ll to  th e  tab le  aga in . “ I t  is  th e  
p la ce— th e p la ce  I  say— w h e re  o n e  w h o  
k n e w  w o u ld  c h o o s e  in , say— sev en  tim es 
o u t  o f  ten . A s  y o u , s ir , k n o w , th ere  
a re  so m e  th ou sa n d s  o f  is la n d s .”

F o r  h a lf  an  h o u r  D r a k e  co n tin u e d  t o  
ca tech ize , b u t w ith o u t s t ir r in g  th e  o ld  
p ilo t  f r o m  h is c o n c lu s io n s .
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“ W e l l ,  C h r is to p h e ,”  h e sa id  at last, 
a r is in g  to  g o , “ I ’m  g o in g  to  h ire  y o u  f o r  
a  cru ise  that m a y  n e v e r  take p la c e ; b u t 
I ’m  ta k in g  a little  g a m b le  o n  ce rta in  
th in g s . Y o u  b e g in  w o r k  to -m o r r o w , 
a lw a y s  w ith  y o u r  m ou th  shut. H e r e ’ s 
w h a t y o u  are  to  fin d  o u t :  F ir s t , w h en  
th e  Rhodialim  sa ils. S e c o n d , i f  she ’ s 
ta k in g  a  p ilo t  a b o a rd , and' i f  s o , w h o  and  
w h a t h e is. A n d  th ird , y o u ’ re  t o  rep ort 
to  m e  a b o a r d  .the Malabart each  ev en in g  
ju s t  a ft e r  d a rk . I  d o n ’t ca re  to  h a v e  to o  
m a n y  n o tice  that y o u  co m e  th ere . Is  it 
u n d e r s to o d ?  G o in g  w a g e s , o f  c o u r s e ,”  
h e  c o n c lu d e d , w ith  Y a n k e e  th r ift .

“ Y e s , s ir , ca p ta in . V e r y  w e ll I  u n 
d e r s to o d  it, an d  d o  w h a t y o u  ask. 
M a y b e  so m e  tim e  y o u  tell m e  w h y  all 
th is , e h ? ”

“ M a y b e ,”  sa id  D r a k e  la co n ica lly , as 
h e  th u m p ed  u p o n  th e  tab le  to  p a y  fo r  
h is  b ill. A n d  h e  le f t  b e h in d  h im  o n e  
w h o  w a s  still w o n d e r in g  a  little  i f  a  c e r 
ta in  C a p ta in  D ra k e  w a s  a ll th ere.

C atlin  had  a  su rp r ise  o n  th e  f o l lo w 
in g  m o rn in g , w h e n  to ld  that th ey  w e r e  
g o in g  to  take o n  so m e  su p p lies . A n d  
h e w a s  still m o r e  a ston ish ed  w h en  
D r a k e  ask ed  h im  to  m u ster  th e  c r e w  and 
lea rn  w h e th e r  th ere  w a s  a n y  m an 
a b o a rd  w h o  h ad  e v e r  had  a n y  e x p e r i
en ce  in d iv in g . C a tlin  fo u n d  a  stok er 
w h o  a d m itted  that y ea rs  b e fo r e  h e had 
w o r k e d  f o r  a  sa lv a g e  co m p a n y . D ra k e  
to ld  th e  m an  to  g e t  o n  s h o r e -g o in g  
c lo th es  an d  c o m e  w ith  h im , an d  th e  
tw a in  d isa p p ea red . T h e  m an  retu rn ed  
that a ft e r n o o n  a cco m p a n ie d  b y  a  tru ck , 
w h ic h  d u ly  u n lo a d e d  an d  b ro u g h t 
a b o a rd  a  co lle c t io n  o f  s tu ff  that m ad e 
ev en  C atlin  s cra tch  h is  head , and  cau sed  
c o n je c tu r e s  f o r ’ a rd  as to  v /h e th er  T h e  
O ld  H y e n a  w a s  g o in g  in to  th e  w r e c k in g  
bu sin ess . I t  co n s is te d  o f  a co m p le te  
d iv in g  ou tfit— a ir  p u m p s an d  all— as 
w ell as h u g e  co llis io n  m ats a n d  h a n d lin g  
g ea r . D ra k e  d id  n o t  a p p ea r until ev e 
n in g , an d  seem ed  u n u su a lly  sp eech less, 
and  h e d in ed  an d  w a ited  f o r  C h ristop h e .

T h e  la tter cam e at last, g r in n in g  w ith

s e lf -s a t is fa c t io n , an d  w a s  at o n c e  c lo s 
e ted  w ith  D ra k e , w h o  a s k e d : “ W e ll ,  
w h a t d id  y o u  le a r n ? ”

“ T h a t  Rhodialim , she sail d a y  a fte r  
to -m o r r o w . S h e  g o t  m o st  h er  ca r g o  
a b oa rd  n o w . B u t it ’ s fu n n y , ca p ta in , sir, 
she g o t  o n e  m an  w h o  k n e w  th is sea  sam e 
as m e . L o n g  tim e  a g o  h e  fish erm an , 
th en  g o  a w a y , a n d  b een  d o w n  S m y rn a  
w h e r e  n o t  g o t  to o  g o o d  n am e. G o o d  
m an , w h e n  so b e r , b u t t o o  m u ch  d r in k , 
so  n e v e r  g e t  g o o d  jo b .  T h a t  m an  I  see
in  sa loon . H e  m o s t  fu ll an d --------  Y o u
o w e  m e  th ir ty  d ra ch m a s , I  sp en d  o n  h im  
g e t  h im  fu lle r , so  h e ta lk . B y m e b y  h e  
b o r r o w  f i f t y  d ra ch m a s f r o m  m e, w h ich  
a lso  y o u  o w e s  m e . H e  b r a g  so m e  and 
sa y  p re tty  s o o n  h e  p a y  b a ck . P r e tty  
so o n , m a y b e  tw o  w e e k s , h e  c o m e  b a ck  
w ith  p le n ty  m o n e y  in  p o ck e ts . B u t  h e 
sh u t u p  lik e  o y s te r  w h e n  I  a sk  h o w  
m a k e  th is  so  m u ch  m o n e y , and  h e sa y  
n o b o d y  b u t h im  e v e r  g o in ’ k n o w  that. 
N o w  w h a t y o u  w is h  m e  m a k e ? ”

“ Y o u  g o  h o m e  and- k e e p  o n  k e e p in g  
y o u r  m o u th  shut. C o m e  a b o a rd  at n o o n  
to -m o r r o w . W e  sail t o -m o r r o w  a ft e r 
n o o n .”  D r a k e  w a s  su d d e n ly  d e c id e d  in 
h is  m ov em en ts .

“ H o w  lo n g  b e  g o n e  f r o m  m y  o ld  
w o m a n ? ”  C h r is to p h e  asked .

“ C a n ’ t tell. M a y b e  o n e  w e e k , m a y b e  
tw o . N o t  lik e ly  to  b e  lo n g e r , I  th ink . 
B u t  a ll y o u ’v e  g o t  to  d o  is  to  co m e  
a b o a rd  a n d  I ’ ll te ll y o u  th en  w h e re  
w e ’re  b o u n d . I ’m  g o in g  to  c le a r  f o r  
S m y rn a . T h e r e  w ill b e  n o  se cre t a b ou t 
th at.”

O n  th e  fo l lo w in g  m o r n in g  w h e n  C a p 
tain  E li  w e n t a s h o r e  h e  t o o k  w ith  h im  
th e  c h ie f  en g in eer . T h e  la tter  re tu rn ed  
w ith  tw o  b ig  m a ch in e  cases and  a r 
m o re d , h ig h -p re ssu re  h ose , to g e th e r  
w ith  a ca se  o f  fittings. L a te  that a ft e r 
n o o n  th e  Malabart s lip p ed  o u t  and  
a w a y , so  p a lp a b ly  lig h t  that o th e r  sea 
ca p ta in s  w h o  o b s e r v e d  h er  s h o o k  th e ir  
h ea d s w ith  u n d e rs ta n d in g . A  sh ip  p u t
t in g  to  sea in  ballast in  d u ll tim es ev ok es  
th e  sy m p a th y  o f  the seavvise. A b o a r d
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th e  M alabart th ere  w a s  an  a ir  o f  g lo o m  
a m o n g  th e  c re w .

T h e  ca p ta in  a n d  o w n e r , w a lk in g  th e 
b r id g e , sa id  to  C a t lin :

“ W e ll ,  B ill, . I ’m  ta k in g  a g a m b le—  
th o u sa n d  to  o n e  sh ot, th a t’ s a ll.”  

W h e n  d u sk  fe l l th e  is lan d  o f  T h e rm ia  
la y  c lo s e  in  to  s ta rb oa rd , a n d  th e  m an  
at th e  w h e e l s to o d  re a d y  to  p o r t  h is 
h e lm  a n d  b r in g  h e r  o v e r  f r o m  th e  s o u ’-  
ea s t-b y -e a st  t o  a n  e a ster ly  c o u r s e  to  
ro u n d  th e  is la n d , th at b e in g  th e rou te  
to w a rd  S m y r n a ; b u t o ld  C h ris top h e , 
s ta n d in g  b e h in d  h im , t o o k  th e  w h ee l, 
ra n g  f o r  s lo w  sp eed  a n d  g r o p e d  in  to 
w a r d  th e is lan d . I t  lo o m e d  u p  a b ou t 
th em , a r o c k y  p o in t , b e fo r e  h e sa id  o v e r  
h is sh o u ld e r  to  C a p ta in  E l i :

“ H e r e ’ s w h e r e  w e  ca n  la y  to , sir. 
G o o d  a n ch o ra g e  h e re  in  th is  co v e , and 
n o  r isk  o f  w in d .”

A l l  th at n ig h t sh e  ro ck e d  th ere, 
g e n t ly , o n  a  sea  th a t w a s  a lm ost w ith ou t 
a  sw ell. A n d  w h e n  m o r n in g  cam e, to  
th e  c r e w ’s fu r th e r  c u r io s ity , she b ro u g h t 
in  h e r  h o o k , sw u n g  a b ou t, and  head ed  
d u e  w est, p lo d d in g  a lo n g  at s lo w  sp eed  
an d  a p p a re n tly  p u rp o se le ss . A  lin er  
ca m e  o u t o f  th e  n o rth  an d  g a v e  h er 
a  p a ss in g  h o o t . C h r is to p h e , e y in g  th e 
o th e r  b oa t, sa id  to  C a p ta in  E l i :

“ S h e  b e  f o r  M e ss in a  w a y , a n d  n o w  
n o t lik e ly  b e  a n o th e r  sh ip  a lo n g  h ere  
f o r  ten  d ays. T h a t ’ s w h a t th o se  m en s 
k n o w . I f  I  m a k e  g o o d  g u ess , th a t’ s 
w h y  t h e y  c le a r  P iraeus to -d a y , a f t e r  b ig  
sh ip  g o , s ir .”

“ A n d  w h e n  w ill w e  m a k e  that Is la n d  
o f  H y d r a ? ”  D r a k e  ask ed , s ta r in g  to  th e 
w e s tw a rd .

“ J u st a b o u t su n set, ca p ta in , s ir . T h e n  
w e  s lip  ro u n d  it  a n d  th e re  a re  sm all 
is la n d s  b e tw e e n  it an d  m a in la n d , an d  en 
tra n ce  in to  N a u p lia  w h ic h  so  lo n g  and 
s o  b ig  it is lik e  lo n g  g u lf .  W e  la y  b e 
h in d  th em  is lan ds , s ir , an d — see w h a t 
sh a ll see  a b ou t m id n ig h t, I  th in k , s ir .”  

D r a k e  ca u g h t h is  d ry . k n o w in g  g r in , 
b u t  d id  n o t  en tire ly  sh are  h is c o n fid e n ce

as to  th e o u tc o m e  o f  th e ir  s tra n g e  v o y 
age.

T h e  p ilo t ’ s p re d ic t io n  as to  p ro g re s s  
w a s  fu lf i l le d ; ju s t  as a h a z y  sunset c o l 
o re d  th e  tip s o f  th e  h ig h , b lea k  m o u n 
ta ins b e h in d  w h ich  th e  d a y  d isa p p ea red , 
th e y  p assed  th e is le  w ith  its a b a n d on ed  
an d  o b s o le te  fo r t if ic a t io n s , a n d  h o v e  to  
in  w a te rs  th at seem ed  to  h a v e  b een  d e 
serted  s in ce  th e  tim e  o f  a n cien t w a rs . 
N ig h t  fe ll w ith  a  th in , lo w - ly in g  f o g  
th at seem ed 1 to  sw e e p  d o w n  fr o m  the 
g re a t  b a stio n s  o f  N a u p lia  an d  rest on  
th e  still w a te rs . T h e  stars w e r e  o b 
scu re d  a n d  a  n e w  d e p re ss io n  e n g u lfe d  
D ra k e .

“ T h e  w e a th e r ’ s a g a in st u s ,”  h e  sa id  
g lo o m ily , t o  th e  s to rm -b e a te n  o ld  p ilot. 
“ T h e y  c o u ld  p ass u s  at a c o u p le  o f  ca b le  
len g th s  a n d  w e ’d  n e v e r  k n o w  it .”

“ N o t  i f  w e  w e r e  o u t  in  a  sm all boa t, 
lis te n in g ,”  C h r is to p h e  sa id . “ In  sm all 
b oa t h e a r  e v e ry th in g . O n  sh ip , n o—  
n o t  s o  q u ite  w e ll. W e  m u st p u t ou t 
b o a t  an d  g e t  o u t m a y b e  t w o  th re e  m iles  
a n d  w a it. Y e s ,  m a y b e  f o g  to o  b a d , o n e  
w a y , b u t v e r y  g o o d , o th e r . W h e n  th ey  
pass w e  g e t  c o u r s e  th en  s lip  q u ie t, v e r y  
qu iet, sam e w a y , w ith  M alabart, e h ? ”

D ra k e  p o n d e r e d . T h e r e  seem ed  n o  
o th e r  m eth od . H e  cu rse d  th e  fo g ,  b u t 
o r d e r e d  a b oa t a w a y  w ith  C atlin  an d  
th e p ilo t  a b oa rd , th e  la tte r  a ssu rin g  h im  
that h e co u ld  fin d  h is  w a y  b a ck  to  the 
sh ip  i f  the n ig h t w e re  as b la ck  as th e 
p its  o f  S atan . A  lo n g  w a it fo l lo w e d  
a ft e r  th e b o a t  h a d  d isa p p ea red . T h e  
g lo o m  o f  th e d a rk en ed  M alabart, th e 
la ck  o f  th e  b e ll s tr ik in g  th e  h o u r , th e  
a b so lu te  stilln ess  o f  th e  sh ip , w e r e  all 
u p settin g . T h e  v e r y  life le s sn e ss  o f  
th e  p ro te c te d  w a te r  w h e r e  sh e  la y  w a s  
a n n o y in g , f o r  th ere  w a s  n o t  th e  s lig h t
est la p p in g  w h isp e r  o f  a  w a v e  aga in st 
h er h u ll. D o w n  in  th e  e n g in e  r o o m  
ev en  th e s tok ers  w h o  k e p t u p  stea m  h ad  
b een  ca u tio n e d  a ga in st th e  c la n g in g  o f  
a  fu r n a c e  d o o r  o r  th e  r in g  o f  a  sh ov e l. 
H a d  o n e  p a ssed  th e  M alabart w ith in  ten
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y a rd s  h e m ig h t h a v e  th o u g h t h er  th e  
g h o s t  o f  s o m e  lo n g -a b a n d o n e d  sh ip . 
D ra k e  lis ten ed  f r o m  the o u te r  w in g  o f  
th e  b r id g e , b e n d in g  o v e r , som etim es  
w ith  a  h a n d  cu p p ed ' to  h is  ear, until h e  
w a s  tired . H e  h a d  a b ou t d e c id e d  that 
h is v o y a g e  a n d  e x p e n d itu re  h a d  b een  
b o r n  o f  fo l ly , w h e n  h e  h ea rd  a fa in t 
cre a k , fo l lo w e d  a m in u te  la te r  b y  an
o th e r . T h e n  C a tlin ’ s v o ic e  b e lo w  ha iled  
s o ft ly ,  and  th e b o a t  p u lled  a ro u n d  to  
th e s id e  la d d e r , w h ich  had  been  lo w e re d  
a n d  s w u n g -b a re ly  a b o v e  th e w a ter .

“ A l l  r igh t, s ir . S h e  p a ssed  so  c lo s e  
th at sh e  a lm ost ran  us d o w n . S h e  h ad  
d o u s e d  h er  lig h ts  a n d  w a s  n o t  d o in g  
m o re  than  fiv e  o r  s ix  k n ots . C h r is -  
to p h e  says th ere  c o u ld  b e  n o  m istake. 
S h e  w a s  th e  Rhodialim , all r ig h t .”

T h e  p ilo t  jo in e d  in  w it h : “ A b o u t  a 
m ile  an d  a  h a l f  ou t. L o n g  r o w  b a ck .”

“ I t  w o n ’t d o  f o r  us to  f o l lo w  to o  
c lo s e ly  o n  th e ir  heels , a n y w a y ,”  C apta in  
E li  sa id . “ B u t a re  y o u  certa in  that y o u  
ca n  p ic k  h e r  u p  aga in , C h r is to p h e , in  
all th is  m u r k ? ”

“ I  k n o w  th e  c o u r s e  sh e  w ill take. I  
th in k  so , w ith  lu c k ,”  th e p ilo t  sa id . 
“ T h e y  n o t  a lte r  c o u rs e  a ga in . T o o  
m u ch  e lse  b u sin ess  th in k  o f ,  I  e x p e ct . 
J u s t  k eep  s tra ig h t o n  a b ou t fiv e , s ix  
m ile s ; then  stop . T h e y  n o t  w a n t g o  
m u ch  fa r th e r . M ig h t  m eet sm all fish in ’  
boa ts  o u t o f  N a u p lia . N o t  take ch a n ce  
o f  that, e h ? ”

C apta in  E li  s to o d  b lo c k ily , a d im  fig 
u re  in  th e d a rk n ess , a n d  seem ed  m a k 
in g  m en ta l ca lcu la tion s .

“ I  d o n ’t th in k  w e ’d  b est b e  in  t o o  
m u ch  o f  a  h u r r y ,”  h e  sa id  at last. 
“ W e ’v e  g o t  to  take th e  ch a n ces  o f  b e in g  
to o  la te . I f  th e  c r e w  are- in  o n  it w ith  
th e  co m m a n d e r , m a te  an d  en g in eer , 
th e re ’ll b e  n o  tim e  w a sted . I f  th e y ’ re 
n o t, th e  b o a ts  w o n ’t be  re a d y  to  lo w e r , 
a n d  b es id es  h e ’ ll h a v e  to  p u t u p  a  b lu ff 
at sa v in g  th e  sh ip , to  f o o l  th e  c re w . 
W e ’d  best g iv e  th em  at lea st a n  h o u r  
an d  a h a l f .”

“ T h a t  c r e w , ca p ta in , s ir , a re  th e scu m  
o f  th e  w a te r  f r o n t ,”  C h r is to p h e  p u t in .

“ B u t ju s t  th e  sam e, w e  d o n ’t k n o w  
that th e y ’ re  in  o n  it ,”  D ra k e  rep lied . 
“ B ill M o r r is  d o n ’t lik e  to  cu t t o o  m a n y  
in  o n  h is c r o o k e d  w o r k . S eem s  to  m e  
m o r e  lik e ly  that h e ’ll try  to  s ta m p ed e  
’ em  in to  th e b oa ts  a ft e r  p u ttin g  u p  a 
g re a t  sh o w  to  sa v e  th e sh ip . H e ’ ll ca ll 
o n  h is en g in e e r  f o r  steam  a n d  a n n o u n ce  
th at th e y  m u st b ea ch  her. T h e  e n g i
n e e r  w ill e ith e r  p re ten d  to  start th e e n 
g in e s , o r  sw ea r th at h e  ca n ’ t tu rn  ’em  
o v e r . T h a t  w o u ld  s ta m p ed e  th e c re w , 
i f  th e y ’ re th e so r t  o n e  p ick s  u p  in  th ese  
p a rts . I  th in k  w e ’v e  g o t  to  r isk  it, and  
g iv e  ’ em  an h o u r  a n d  a h a lf , certa in . 
A f t e r  that it d e p e n d s  o n  h o w  q u ick ly  
w e  can  p ick  h e r  u p . B e ltra m o  te lls  m e  
that sh e ’ s fitted  w ith  tw o  sea  c o ck s  o n ly  
in to  h e r  m a in  h o ld , b eca u se  h e r  en g in es  
a re  set w e ll a ft . S o  sh e ’ s n o t  lik e ly  to  
fill w ith in  so m e  h o u rs  a ft e r  th e y ’ re 
o p e n e d , a n d  I ’ v e  g o t  it d o p e d  o u t fr o m  
w h at I  k n o w  o f  M o r r is ’ w o r k  th a t ’s th e 
w a y  h e ’ll p u t h er  u n d e r , i f  th a t ’s w h a t 
h e in ten d s to  d o ;  b u t its o n ly  little  
th in g s  that a re  q u e e r  w h ich  m ak es m e  
th in k  th at’s w h a t h e ’s u p -to . B ig  g a m 
b le , bu t-------- ”

“ M u s t  be. I f  n ot, w h y  h e  n o t  g o  o n  
to  east’a r d ? ”  th e  p ilo t  ask ed . “ I ’m  su re  
o f  it, ca p ta in , s ir .”

B u t D ra k e  w a s  still d o u b t fu l w h en , 
still in  b la ck n ess  a n d  ru n n in g  at s lo w  
sp eed , th e  M alabart n o se d  o u t in to  the 
sea  w ith  the p ilo t  h im s e lf  at th e w h ee l 
a n d  k e e p in g  an  ey e  o n  b o th  tim e  an d  
co m p a ss  as h e  to o k  u p  th e tra il. T o  
th e  co m m a n d e r ’ s ears it seem ed  that 
w ith  th e  sh ip  so  lig h t that h e r  b lad es  
w e r e  b a re ly  u n d er  w a te r  th e  th rash  o f  
the s lo w -tu r n in g  s c re w  m u st b e  a u d ib le  
f o r  m iles . H e  saw  th e  w h ee l s lo w ly  
re v o lv in g  u n d e r  C h r is to p h e ’s h a n d s and  
sen sed  that th e p ilo t  w a s  n o w  w h e r e  h e  
th o u g h t th ey  m ig h t find  th e s in k in g  
sh ip .

C a p ta in  E li k n ew  that b o th  C a tlin ,
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a n d  the secon d  m ate, G ile s , an d  n ea rly  
a ll th e  c r e w  w e r e  fo r w a r d  p e e r in g  in to  
th e  d im n ess  ah ead , b u t it seem ed  im 
p o ss ib le  to  see a n y th in g  o n  su ch  a  n igh t. 
I t  w a s  a  m a tter  o f  lu ck , an d  h e fe lt  a 
d a w n in g  a p p re h e n s io n  that h is  lu ck  w a s  
o u t. W a t c h in g  th e  co m p a ss  o v e r  the 
p ilo t ’s sh o u ld e r  h e  sa w  that th e sh ip  
h a d  m a d e  o n e  co m p le te  c ir c le  a n d  w a s  
n o w  h o ld in g  d ea d  ah ead . T h e  w h ee l 
a g a in  w h ir le d , and  th e y  b eg a n  an oth er 
c ir c le , a  m ile  d e e p e r  in  that h u g e  b a y  
su rro u n d e d  b y  h ig h  a n d  fo r b id d in g  
m ou n ta in s , w h e n  th ere  ca m e a s o f t  
w h istle  f r o m  fo r w a r d  and  a p a tte r in g  o f  
b a re  fe e t . C a tlin ’s m u ffled  v o ic e  ca m e  
fr o m  b e lo w :

“ H o ld  h e r , s ir , h o ld  h er . I  th in k  
w e ’ve  s ig h ted  th e  Rhodialim  a b ou t tw o  
p o in ts  o f f  th e p o r t  q u a rte r .”

D r a k e  ju m p e d  to  the en g in e  tu be— it 
h a v in g  b e e n  a rra n g ed  that a m an  w a s  to  
stan d  b y  to  o b v ia te  th e u se  o f  be lls , in 
a sm u ch  as th e  so u n d  o f  an  e n g in e  be ll 
m ig h t c a r r y  fa r  in  su ch  stillness— and 
n o w  th e  Malabart lo s t  w a y  an d  ca m e to  
a  s top . T h e  b o a t , w h ich  w a s  sw in g in g  
b a re ly  a b o v e  the w a te r , w a s  lo w e re d , 
a n d  D ra k e , C atlin , an d  tw o  m en  tu m 
b le d  in  a n d  fe l l to  th e o a rs . T h e y  
r o w e d  q u ie tly .

“ T h e r e  she is , s ir ,”  C atlin  w h isp e re d .
E x e r c is in g  still m o r e  ca u tio n , th ey  

d r e w  d o w n  o n  th e  d im  sh ap e that la y  
in e rt  an d  h e a v y  on  th e  w a ter . T h e y  
ca m e  a lo n g s id e  an d  lis ten ed  f o r  v o ic e s , 
b u t ca u g h t n o  so u n d . T h e y  fo u n d  th e  
boa t d a v its  h a n g in g  id ly  o v e r  the w a 
ter , a n d  w e n t  u p  th e  fa lls  n o ise less ly , 
a n d  s to o d  o n  the d eck . T o g e th e r  th ey  
ra n  h e re  and  th ere , m a k in g  a  sea rch  f o r  
a n y  h u m a n  b e in g . N o t  until then  w e r e  
th e y  co n fid e n t  that sh e  h ad  been  a ban 
d o n e d . L is te n in g  d o w n  th e  m ain  ca r g o  
h a tch  th e y  c o u ld  h ear th e  sw ir lin g  an d  
g u r g lin g  o f  w a te r  and  the s o f t  b u m p 
in g  o f  e m p ty  ca ses  a n d  crates.

“ G e t b a ck  to  th e  sh ip , B ill, a n d  ru sh  
a c r o s s  a ll th e  m en  that ca n  b e  s p a r e d ;

s o  that i f  that g a n g  a re  s ta n d in g  b y  
w a it in g  f o r  th e  Rhodialim  to  s in k , w e  
ca n  k n o c k  ’em  o v e r b o a r d . T e ll  C h r is - 
to p h e  to  b r in g  th e M alabart a lon g s id e  
tw e n ty  m in u tes  a ft e r  y o u ’ v e  g o n e . 
T h a t ’ ll g iv e  y o u  tim e  to  b e  b a ck  h ere  
ah ead  o f  h e r ;  so  i f  w e  h a v e  to  repel 
b o a rd e rs , w e ’ ll h a v e  th e  m e n  to  d o  it, 
B e  as q u ie t as y o u  ca n  a n d  g e t  a  m ovn 
o n .”

C a tlin  s lip p ed  a w a y  a n d  o v e r  th e side 
lik e  a  g h o s t . A f t e r  h e  h ad  g o n e  D ra k e  
lis ten ed  a tten tiv e ly  f o r  a  fe w  m in u tes , 
th en  w e n t  b a ck  and  a g a in  b e n t o v e r  the 
o p e n  h atch . A f t e r w a r d  h e  tr ied , b y  
lea n in g  fa r  o v e r  th e  rail, to  estim ate 
h o w  d e e p ly  th e  scu ttled  sh ip  h a d  a lrea d y  
sunk. I t  seem ed  to  h im  th at she 
co u ld n ’ t last v e r y  m u ch  lo n g e r . T a k in g  
an  e le ctr ic  to r c h  f r o m  h is  p o ck e t , h e 
w e n t b e lo w . S h e  w a s  a  fa ir ly  deep  
sh ip , o f  g o o d  d r a ft , an d  h e  w a s  p lea sed  
to  o b s e r v e  that th e ca b in  flo o r s  w e re  
n o t y e t  d a m p . H e  d e c id e d  th at i f  
th e sea  c o c k s  w e r e  o f  th e  d ia m e te r  g iv e n  
b y  G iu sep p e , th e  fo r m e r  en g in eer , she 
h a d  at least an  h o u r  an d  a  h a lf  lo n g e r  
to  float. H e  k n e w  th at h er  fires  m u st 
h a v e  b een  d ra w n , b eca u se  M o r r is  w o u ld  
n o t  ru n  th e r isk  o f  th e s o u n d  o f  a b o ile r  
e x p lo s io n  d r a w in g  a tten tion  to  th e  sp ot, 
i f  th ere  ch a n ce d  to  b e  a n y  b o a t  w ith in  
h ea rin g .

“ H e  k n o w s  th is  b u sin ess  o f  scu ttlin g  
sh ips b e tte r  th an  a n y  o n e  I  e v e r  h eard  
o f , ”  D r a k e  so lilo q u iz e d . “ B u t i f  h e  
c lea red  o f f  th is  tim e, w ith o u t  w a it in g  to  
see h er  u n d er , h e  m a d e  o n e  h e ll o f  a  
m ista k e .”

H e  lo o k e d  at h is  w a tch  in  th e  lig h t o f  
h is  to r c h  an d  m e d ita te d : “ I f  B ill m o v e s  
liv e ly  a n d  d o e sn ’ t lo s e  h is  w a y , h e  
sh ou ld  b e  b a ck  h e re  in  h a l f  an  h o u r  
fr o m  n o w . I f  h e  lo se s  h is  w a y  in  this 
b la m ed  f o g — I ’m  a fr a id  w e  cu t  it p r e t t j 
s h o r t !”

H e  c lim b e d  b a ck  to  th e  d e ck , w e n t to  
th e  p o r t  s id e , f r o m  w h ic h , the b o a t  had  
p u t o f f ,  an d  lis ten ed , p re p a re d  to  an 
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sw e r  a hail, i f  C a tlin  re tu rn ed  g r o p in g  
and  h ad  to  sh ou t to  lea rn  h is  b ea rin g s . 
T h e n  f r o m  th e o p p o s ite  sid e  o f  the 
sh ip , h e h ea rd  a  s in g le  te llta le  thum p, 
as i f  a n  o a r  in  c lu m s y  h an d s had  slip p ed  
f r o m  an  o a r lo c k  an d  b ro u g h t  u p  w ith  
a ban g .

D r a k e  ran  a cro ss  to  the s ta rb o a rd  rail 
ju s t  in  tim e to  h e a r  a m u ttered  im p re ca 
tion , in  c o llo q u ia l G r e e k :

“ Q u ie t  th ere , y o u  lu b b e r ! I f  the 
sk ip p e r  a n d  th ose  tw o  pets o f  h is  are  
h a n g in g  a ro u n d , w e ’ v e  a fin e  ch a n ce  o f  
g e tt in g  a w a y  w ith  a n y th in g .”

D r a k e  p u rse d  h is  lip s  in to  a  silen t 
w h istle , a n d  th ro u g h  h is  m in d  ran  the 
th o u g h t : “ I t ’ s th e c r e w  o f  th is  c r a ft  
c o m e  b a ck . P r o b a b ly  su sp ected  so m e 
th in g  an d  a re  try in g  s o m e h o w  to  d o u b le - 
c r o s s  M o r r is , S im m o n s  a n d  w h o e v e r  
th e y ’v e  let in o n  it  w ith  ’ em . I ’m  a 
fo o l .  S h o u ld  h a v e  k ep t at least o n e  m an  
w ith  m e  f o r  su ch  an  e m e rg e n cy .”  

Q u ic k  as w a s  h is  th o u g h t , h is a ction  
w a s q u ick e r . H e  je r k e d  o f f  h is  b o o ts  
an d  th rew  o f f  h is  ja ck e t . H e  ran  a ft  
in  th e d ire c t io n  that h e  w a s  ce rta in  the 
b oa t m u st tak e  to  b o a r d , an d  lean ed  
o v e r  th e  ra il ju s t  as a  m an  started  to  
c lim b  u p w a rd .

“ G et b a ck  in to  that b o a t  an d  sh eer  
o f f , ”  h e  ca lled  d o w n . “ T h is  sh ip  is 
a b a n d on ed  and  is sa lv a g e .”

T h e  m an  h esita ted , and  a v o ic e  f r o m  
b e lo w  o r d e r e d :

“ G o  o n  u p !  W e ’ ll ta lk  th is  o v e r  on  
d e ck .”

“ L ik e  hell y o u  w i l l !”  C apta in  E li  d e 
c la re d . “ A n d  i f  a n y  m an tries to  co m e  
o n  th is sh ip , h e ’ s lo o k in g  f o r  trou b le . 
S h e e r  o f f ,  i f  y o u  w a n t a talk . I f  y ou  
w a n t a  fig h t , c o m e  a h ea d .”

T h e  m an  h o ld in g  th e b o a t  fa ll c lim b ed  
u p  an d  g o t  a fo o t h o ld  o n  the strake. 
H e  th rew  a  h a n d  in w a rd  and ca u gh t a 
ra il s ta n ch io n  an d  sw u n g  u p w a rd , en 
cou ra g ed ' b y  m u ttered  com m en ts .

“ A l l  r ig h t !  I f  y o u  w ill h a v e  it-------- ”
D ra k e  g r o w le d .

A n d  lean ed  fa r  o v e r , and  stru ck . In  
th e g lo o m  an d  d a rk n ess  h e h ad  n o t 
s tru ck  w e ll, an d  in stead  o f  k n o c k in g  h is  
m an  o v e r b o a r d  in to  the b oa t b e lo w , h e 
m e re ly  sh ifte d  h im  o u tw a rd  ju s t  b e y o n d  
rea ch  o f  a se co n d  b lo w . D ra k e  th rew  
h im s e lf  o v e r  th e  ra il an d  h a n g in g  b y  
o n e  hand  stru ck  a ga in  w ith  the o th er . 
I t  w a s  a  b o d y  b lo w , b u t th e  m an  w a s  
ten a ciou s, c lu n g  to  th e ro p e , sw a y e d  
lik e  a  p en d u lu m , a n d , as h e  sw u n g  b a ck , 
k ick e d  at D r a k e  w ith  h is h e a v y  sea 
b o o t . B u t th is  t im e  D r a k e ’ s fist 
sm ash ed  h om e, an d  the b o a r d e r  g ru n te d , 
lo o se n e d  h is  g r ip  o n  th e  b o a t  fa ll, an d  
w e n t s lith er in g  d o w n  a m o n g  h is  c o m 
p a n ion s. D ra k e  c lim b e d  b a ck  o v e r  the 
ra il ju s t  in  tim e  to  fe e l a s tu n n in g  sm ash  
o n  the b a ck  o f  h is  head , an d  w a s  n o t 
until th en  a w a re  that w h ile  h e had  en 
g a g ed  o n e  assailan t, a n oth er h ad  c lim b e d  
u p  the o p p o s ite  b oa t fa ll w ith  a m o n k e y 
lik e  a g ility , an d  h a d  c o m e  b eh in d  h im .

In fu r ia te d  b y  th e  a ttack , h e  w h ir le d , 
se ized  the m an , l i f t e d  h im  as i f  he w e r e  
a b u n d le  o f  w a s te , a n d , w ith  a  g ia n t ’ s 
h eave , th rew  h im  fa r  o u tw a r d . T h e  
m an  sh ou ted  as h e  fe ll, b u t D ra k e  d id  
n ot h ea r  th e sp la s h ; f o r  n o w  h e  fo u n d  
h im s e lf  f ig h t in g  d e sp e ra te ly  w ith  t w o  
o th e r  d a rk  sh apes w h o  ch a rg e d  silen tly . 
E v e n  as D ra k e  fo u g h t , h e  re ca lled  w h a t 
h e h ad  o v e rh e a rd , w h ich  c o n v in c e d  h im  
that th ese  m en  a lso  h ad  n o  w ish  to  re 
ca ll M o r r is  an d  h is  fe l lo w  c o n sp ira to rs . 
D ra k e  g r in n e d  at th e  h u m o r  o f  that 
s ituation — a  sca la w a g  c r e w  try in g  to  
steal a b o a rd  th e sh ip  th e y  h a d  a b a n 
d o n e d , M o r r is  and  h is fe l lo w s  so m e 
w h e re  ou t th ere  in  th e d a rk , h im s e lf  
b a ttlin g  f o r  th e sa lv a g e  lik e  a  d o g  f o r  a 
b o n e , an d  all th e  tim e, d o w n  th ere  in  
the h o ld , the sea  co ck s  f lo o d in g  the s in k 
in g  sh ip .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  h is  assa ilan ts in 
crea sed . T h e y  w e r e  u r g e d  on  b y  th e 
lea d er in  a h o a rse  m u tte r :

“ H e ’ s a lon e . H e  m u st b e  a lon e , b e 
cau se  n o  o n e  e lse  co m e s . D o w n  h im !
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D o w n  h im , b e ca u se  h e ’s p ro b a b ly  g o t  a 
b oa t c o m in g !”

D ra k e  fo u g h t  d esp era te ly . T w o  o f  
h is  assa ilan ts w e n t to  th e  d e c k  a n d  la y  
th ere  s tru g g lin g , as th e y  tr ied  to  re 
c o v e r  th e ir  sen ses. V e te r a n  fig h ter  that 
h e  w a s , th e p a r tic ip a to r  in  ev en ts  w h ich  
had  ea rn ed  f o r  h im  th e  s o b r iq u e t  o f  T h e  
O ld  H y e n a , h e  u sed  h is  h ea d  c o o lly , h is 
fists h ea v ily , an d  as h e  m o v e d  h e re  a n d  
th ere  s lip p ed  o u t o f  th e  d a n g e rs  o f  b e 
in g  c o r n e r e d  a n d  fo u g h t  f o r  tim e.

T h e n  ca m e  th e  a cc id en t. R e tre a tin g , 
h is  h eels  ca u g h t o v e r  a  c o il o f  r o p e  that 
h a d  been  ca re less ly  l e f t  o n  th e d eck . 
H e  s tru g g le d  v a in ly  to  re c o v e r  h is  ba l
an ce , b u t th e y  w e r e  o n  h im  lik e  a  p a ck  
o f  w o lv e s . A n d ' in  a  fig h tin g , s tru g 
g lin g  g r o u p  ca m e to  th e  d e ck , w h e re  
th ey  tw is ted  a n d  tu rn ed  as h e  tr ie d  to  
reg a in  h is  fe e t , w a s  p u lled  d o w n , tr ied  
a ga in , w a s s tru ck  h e a v ily  o v e r  h is  eyes , 
saw  stars, s h o o k  h is  h ea d  lik e  an  en 
ra g e d  bu ll, an d  fe lt  h im se lf p in io n e d  to  
the d e ck  w h ile  o n e  o f  th e  m e n  h e  had  
p re v io u s ly  k n o c k e d  d o w n  a r r iv e d  in  
tim e  to  k ic k  h im  in  th e  r ib s . H e  w a s  
n o w  r o a r in g  w ith  fu r y , h eed less  o f  all 
a la rm s an d  th in k in g  o f  n o th in g  b u t  re 
v e n g e .

H e  d id  n o t h e a r  th e  a n g r y  sh o u t o f  
C atlin  a n d  h is  m e n  c o m in g  o n  d eck . 
T h e  h o ld  o n  h im  su d d e n ly  re la x ed . H e  
sat u p , ru b b in g  h is  b ru is e d  s id e  an d  
c le a r in g  th e b lo o d  f r o m  h is eyes , h eard  
B ill C a tlin ’ s f ig h t in g  oa th s a n d  g o t  t o  
h is  fe e t . B o th  fo r w a r d  an d  a f t  sh a d 
o w y  fo r m s  o f  m en  in  flig h t flitted  a cross  
th e d eck s . H e  h ea rd  C a tlin ’ s s h o u t :

“ D o n ’t le t ’ em  g e t  b a ck  to  th e ir  b o a t ! 
K n o c k  ’ e m  o u t an d  h o ld  ’em . T h e y ’v e  
p ro b a b ly  k ille d  th e  sk ip p er. I f  D ra k e  
is d ea d , w e ’ ll d r o w n  th e w h o le  d am n  
l o t ! ”

“ Y e s , d o n ’ t le t  ’ e m  g e t a w a y , B ill ,”  
D r a k e  sh ou ted , c lim b in g  to  h is fe e t  and  
re g a in in g  h is  fu ll senses. “ I  w a n t ’em . 
P a r t icu la r ly  that fleab itten  rat w h o  
g a v e  m e  th e  b o o ts . L a sh  ’ e m  u p  a n d

g et ’e m  tog e th er . Q u i c k !  T h e  sh ip  
m a y  s in k  u n d e r  us at a n y  t im e .”

B o th  h e an d  C atlin  ran  h ere  and  th ere  
to  b r in g  m atters  to  a  c o n c lu s io n , and  
w ith in  a  fe w  m in u tes  th ere  w e r e  seven  
som ew h a t b ru ise d  an d  b a ttered  ru ffians 
th ro w n  in to  th e  n e a rest ca b in s  a n d , d e 
sp ite  th e ir  p ro te s ta t io n s  a n d  ap p ea ls, 
lo ck e d  in . T h e ir  lea d er , w h o  tim e  and  
a g a in  sh o u te d  th a t h e  w a s  th e  se co n d  
m a te  o f  th e  Rhodialim , w a s  th e  firs t  to  
w h in e  f o r  m e rcy . H e  c r ie d , in  c o m p r e 
h en s ib le  E n g l is h :

“ Y o u  hell o f  a n  In g le e sh m a n s  tie  us 
u p  an d  p u t us h e re  to  d r o w n . Y o u  let 
us g o  w e  m a k e  n o  m o r e  o f  the figh ts. 
W e  g o  qu iet. B u t capitano, p lease , s ir , 
n o t  d r o w n  u s .”

“ D r o w n  n o t h in g !”  D r a k e  g r o w le d . 
“ I f  w e  see th at w e  ca n ’ t sa v e  th e sh ip , 
w e ’ ll b r in g  y o u  u p  a n d  tu rn  y o u  lo o s e  
in  y o u r  b o a t, y o u  d a m n  p ira te s ! A n d  
listen  h e r e !  Y o u  k e e p  q u ie t n o w . 
W e ’v e  g o t  n o  m o r e  tim e  to  w a ste  o n  
y o u .”  H e  tu rn e d  to  C atlin  an d  s a id : 
“ L o c k  ’ em  in . W e ’v e  g o t  to  fa ll to , i f  
w e  w a n t to  k e e p  th is  c r a ft  a floa t.”

T h e y  h a stily  ra n  o u t  to  th e  d e ck  ju s t  
in  tim e  to  h ea r  G ile s , th e  se co n d  m ate, 
c a l l in g ;

“ S h ip ’s c o m in g , s ir . S h a ll I  flash  a 
lig h t f o r  ’ em , o r  h a il? ”

D ra k e  h im s e lf  cu p p e d  h is  h a n d s an d  
c a lle d : “ M alabart, a h o y !  T h is  w a y ! ”  
W h e n  h e g o t  a  re sp on se , h e  ran  b a ck  
to  w h e re  h e h a d  fa lle n , s tru ck  a m atch , 
fo u n d  h is e le c tr ic  to r ch  that had  fa lle n  
f r o m  h is p o ck e t , an d  w ith  it as a b e a co n , 
d ire cted  th e  M alabart t o  c o m e  a lo n g 
side.

H e  ca lled  f o r  B e ltra m o  to  co m e  
a b o a rd  to  p o in t o u t th e  lo c a t io n  o f  the 
sea  c o ck s , an d  f o r  th e c o llis io n  m ats 
t o  b e  p u t a cross . H e  set lo o k o u ts  to  
g u a rd  a ga in st th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  o th er  
b o a rd e rs , a n d  h im s e lf  t o o k  a h a n d 1 at 
th e  w o rk .

“ I f  the o th e rs  h a v en ’ t h eard  th e ro w , 
i t ’s n o t lik e ly  th e y ’ ll c o m e  b a ck ,”  he
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sa id . “ B u t w e ’ll take n o  c h a n c e s ; w e ’ll 
k e e p  a s  q u ie t as p o ss ib le , ju s t  to  a v o id  
a n y  m o r e  risk s  o f  in te r fe re n ce . M o v e  
liv e ly  n o w ! ”

T h e  m en  o f  th e  M alabart ran  h ere  
a n d  th ere , th e ir  b a re  fe e t  p a tte r in g , an d  
pulled, an d  h a u led  a h u g e , u n w ie ld y  m at 
to  th e  o u tw a rd  sid e . T h e n  th e y  ran  its 
lo o p e d  lines' f o r w a r d  a n d  u n d er  th e 
s h ip ’s hu ll. T h e  Malabart sh eered  o f f  
t o  g iv e  p la y , an d  th e m e n  fe l l  t o  th e 
lin es , h e a v in g  a n d  tu g g in g , as th e  m at 
w e n t o v e r  th e s id e  a n d  su b m e rg e d  it s e lf  
a t th e  p o in t  in d ica ted  b y  B e ltra m o . 
T h r o u g h o u t  th e ir  w o r k , ru n n in g , and  
p u llin g , an d  h a u lin g , th at sa m e a ir  o f  
n o ise lessn ess , o f  lo w -s p o k e n  o rd e rs , w a s  
m a in ta in ed . I n  th e  sa m e m u ffled  s i
le n ce , filled  o n ly  w ith  so u n d s  o f  m o v e 
m en t, th e o th er  m a t w a s  f ix e d  o n  the 
s ta rb oa rd ’ s id e  a n d  d ra w n  taut, an d  
th e  o ff ic e rs , lis te n in g  in te n tly  d o w n  th e 
h a tch w a y , w e r e  e n co u r a g e d  w h e n  th e 
so u n d s  o f  s w ir lin g  an d  g u r g lin g  w e r e  
n o  lo n g e r  au d ib le .

A  h u g e  ca b le  w a s  b r o u g h t  a cross  
f r o m  th e  M alabart, f ix e d  th ro u g h  the 
f o r ’a rd  b its . T h e  Malabart’s  s cre w  
tu rn e d , a n d  sh e  s lo w ly  m o v e d  ah ead  
u n til sh e  to o k  th e  s tra in  o f  the to w  an d  
h e a d e d  b a ck  f o r  th e  sh elter o f  th e 
is la n d s  w h e r e  sh e  h a d  la in  in  w a it. 
D o w n  o n  th e  e n g in e -r o o m  steps C a p ta in  
E l i  h e ld  h is  to r ch lig h t  a g a in st a  w a te r  
m a r k  an d  s lo w ly  h is  fa c e  lo s t  its g r im 
n e ss . H is  ey es  tw in k le d  w h e n  h e  saw  
th e  sh ip  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  ta k in g  in  an  
a p p re c ia b le  o r  d a n g e ro u s  q u a n tity  o f  
w a te r . H e  m en ta lly  estim a ted  th e tim e, 
a n d  m u tt e r e d : “ W e ’ ll m a k e  it, su re , u n 
less  she sp r in g s  a n o th e r  lea k , o r  th e 
m ats  f a i l ! ”

N e ith e r  a cc id e n t ca m e , a n d  in  th e  
d a w n  th e Malabart to w e d  h e r  sa lv a g e  
in to  th e  sh e ltered  w a ters , s la ck ed  o f f  
a n d  ca m e  a lo n g s id e  as th e Rhodialim ’s  
a n ch o rs  sp la sh ed  in to  th e  sea . D ra k e , 
g o in g  a cro ss  to  h is  o w n  sh ip , w h e re  th e 
c o o k  w a s  s e r v in g  o u t h o t m u g s  o f  c o f 

fe e , g u lp e d  on e , an d  ey ed  th e rem n an ts  
o f  the tw o  p a ck in g  cases that F o r b e s  
had  o p e n e d  o n  th e  M alabart’s  d eck . 
T w o  ce n tr ifu g a l p u m p s , s to c k y  and  
p o w e r fu l , squ atted  th ere  in  th e  m id st o f  
th e c o n fu s io n , a n d  th e e n g in e e r  w a s  d i
re c t in g  th e fitt in g  o f  th e  steam  lin es .

“ W e ’ ll lash  th e  sh ip s  a lon g s id e . I t ’s 
sa fe , I  th in k , an d  it ’ s so  still in  th ese  
w a ters  th e y ’ ll n o t  c h a fe ,”  D r a k e  sa id  to  
C a tlin  an d  th e e n g in eer . A n d  that 
m a n e u v e r  w a s  q u ic k ly  e ffe c te d . T h e  
p u m p  su ck ers  w e r e  h a u led  a cro ss  an d  
sp lash ed  in to  th e h a lf -d r o w n e d  h u ll o f  
th e  sa lv a g ed  sh ip  a n d  a  fe w  m in u tes  
la te r  tw o  g re a t  s trea m s o f  w a te r  w e r e  
p o u r in g  s tea d ily  in to  th e  sea. W h e n  
d a y lig h t  ca m e  th e  d iv in g  ap p aratu s w a s  
p la n ted  o n  th e  Rhodialim ’s  d e ck , and , 
g u id e d  b y  a  w a te r  to r c h , th e m an  w h o  
h ad  a b a n d o n e d  d iv in g  m a d e  a d escen t, 
fo u n d  th e sea  c o c k s  an d  c lo s e d  th em . 
A n d  n o w  th e  sa lv a g e  w a s  p ra ctica lly  
assu red .

I t  w a s  n e a r ly  n o o n  w h e n  D r a k e  sa id  
to  C a t lin :

“ N o w  w e ’ ll g o  b e lo w  a n d  g e t at the 
b o tto m  o f  th is  b u sin ess . W e ’ ll h a v e  a 
litt le  ch a t w ith  that se co n d  m ate  w e ’v e  
g o t  tru ssed  u p .”

T h e y  b r o u g h t  th e  m an  u p  to  th e  d eck . 
H e  w a s  su llen , c o w e d , a n d  p a lp a b ly  
fr ig h te n e d . D r a k e  re g a rd e d  h im  c o ld ly  
f o r  a  fu ll  m in u te , fr o w n in g  b e fo r e  he 
s a id :

“ W e  b r o u g h t  y o u  u p  to  g e t at th e  
tru th  o f  th is . W h y  d id  y o u  co m e  b a ck  
to  th e s h ip ?  D id  M o r r is  sen d  y o u ? ”

T h e  m an  started  to  ev a d e , to  stam 
m e r , to  m a k e  p a lp a b ly  fa lse  s ta te m e n ts ; 
u ntil D r a k e  th rea ten ed  w i t h :

“ S to w  th at g u f f !  T h e  o n ly  ch a n ce  
y o u ’ v e  g o t  is  t o  c o m e  a cro ss  w ith  a  clean  
y a rn . I f  y o u  d o  that, y o u ’ ll g e t a w a y  
clean . N o w  q u it  y o u r  w a v in g  th e h ook , 
o r  b a ck  b e lo w  y o u  g o ,  u n til I  ca n  h and  
y o u  o v e r  to  the sh o re  p o lic e  in  P iraeus.
I f  it su its  y o u  b e tte r  to  ta lk  G re e k --------
C h r is to p h e , c o m e  h e re  an d  te ll m e  w h a t
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th is  m an  says. I  w a n t to  g e t  it 
s tra ig h t.”

C h r is to p h e  ca m e , a d d e d  h is o w n  u r g -  
in g s  to  o v e r c o m e  th e  m a n ’ s re lu cta n ce , 
an d  th en  listen ed  w ith  a  d r y  g r in  to  a 
v o lu b le  c o n fe s s io n . N o w  a n d  th en  h e 
in terru p ted  w ith  a q u estion , an d  a l
th o u g h  D r a k e  u n d e rs to o d  th e g is t  o f  
th e m a te ’ s w o r d s , C h r is to p h e  fina lly  
tu rn ed  an d  in  h is  o w n  w a y  to ld  w h at 
h e  had  learn ed .

“ T h e e s  m an , h e th in k  m a y b e  h e  and 
th ese  o th e r  m en s ca n  m a y b e  g e t  lo ts  o f  
little  th in g s  lik e  ch ro n o m e te rs  and 
g la sses  an d  su ch  w h a t le f t  b e h in d ; so  
a ft e r  lo s t  C apta in  M o r r is  b oa t in  fo g ,  
th e y  r o w  b a ck  see i f  she still a floa t, and  
c o m e  a b oa rd . H e  sw ea r he n o t  k n o w  
a n y th in g  a b o u t h o w  she s in k  o n  p u r 
p ose . E n g in e e r  w h a t M o r r is  fr ie n ’ ru n  
o n  d eck , y e ll sh e  sp ru n g  b ig  leak , and  
M o r r is  m ak e fu ss , an d  th en  sa y  n o  h op e  
an d  m u s ’ take to  boa ts . W h e n  these 
m an  co m e  a b o a rd  an d  fin d  y o u , th ey  
th in k s m a y b e  sh ip  n o t s in k  a ft e r  all, an d  
i f  th e y  ca n  g e t  h er  b a ck  th e y  m a k e  lo t 
o f  m o n e y  f o r  save  h er . S o , fig h t lik e  
hell. H e  sw e a r  that a ll h e  k n o w . 
M a y b e  h e  sp ik  tru th , I  th in k  s o .”  

D r a k e  stared  at the m an  f o r  a  m o 
m en t. T h e n , w ith  a p p a ren t irre le v a n ce , 
h e  ask ed  C h r is to p h e :

“ H o w  d o  p e o p le  g o  b y  lan d  fr o m  
N a u p lia  to  P iraeus, an d  h o w  lo n g  d o e s  
it ta k e ? ”

“ R o a d  o v e r  th e m o u n ta in s , s ir . E a sy  
g o . B u t take m a y b e  tw o , th ree  d a y s .”  

“ T e le p h o n e , I  s u p p o s e ? ”
“ S u re , cap ta in , s ir . N a u p lia  fine c ity .

O n e  tim e  cap ita l o f  G re e ce  a n d -------- ”
“ G o o d !  Y o u  tell th is  m a n  w e ’ re  g o 

in g  to  k e e p  ’ e m  a b oa rd  th e Malabart 
u n til w e  g e t re a d y  to  m a k e  it to  P iraeus, 
a n d  that n o th in g  w ill h ap p en  to  th em , 
u n less  th ey  t r y  to  lea v e  b e fo r e  w e  g e t 
re a d y  f o r  th em  to  g o .”

T h e  m ate  o f  th e Rhodialim  u n d e r 

s to o d , and  b ro k e  in to  p r o fu s e  p r o m is e s ; 
bu t to  m a k e  certa in  that th ey  co u ld  n ot 
esca p e , D r a k e  h a d  all the b oa ts  o f  the 
Malabart b ro u g h t  a rou n d  to  th e  sa l
v a g e d  sh ip , m o o r e d , a n d  th e oa rs  taken 
a w a y , b e fo r e  h e lib era ted  h is  ba ttered  
p r is o n e rs  an d  to ld  th e  c o o k  to  fe e d  
them .

C a tlin  w a s  still w o n d e r in g  w h a t 
D r a k e  h ad  in  m in d  w h en , a fe w  d ays 
la ter, th e Rhodialim  w a s  re a d y  to  p u t to  
sea  u n d e r  h e r  o w n  steam . T h e n  D ra k e  
sa id  to  h is  m a te :

“ M r . C atlin , y o u  take B e ltra m o  and 
w h a te v e r  s cra tch  c r e w  y o u  n eed  f o r  the 
en g in e  r o o m  and sh ip , and  g o  a b oa rd  
th e Rhodialim  a n d  f o l lo w  us to  P ira e u s ; 
b u t first h ave  the b o a t  th at scu m  cam e 
in b ro u g h t  a ro u n d , ch u ck  in  g ru b  and  
w a te r  en o u g h  to  take th em  to  N a u p lia , 
th en  ch u c k  th em  in  a ft e r  it and  tell ’em  
to  g o  and  b e  d a m n ed  to  ’ e m .”

T h e  m a te ’ s w o n d e r  cea sed  on  th e d a y  
w h e n  th e  tw o  sh ips ca m e  to  th e c r o w d e d  
d o ck s  o f  th e  G re e k  sea p ort, am id  the 
b a b b lin g  ex c la m a tio n s  o f  th ose  w h o  
r e co g n iz e d  th e  sa lv a g ed  sh ip . D ra k e  
ca lled  to  C atlin  to  a c co m p a n y  h im , and  
th e y  w a lk e d  f r o m  th e  d o ck s  to  m ake 
th e ir  o ffic ia l rep orts .

“ W e  o u g h t to  g e t a neat b it o f  sa lvage  
m o n e y  o u t o f  th is tr ip ,”  C atlin  said .

“ W e ’ll g e t that all r igh t. A n d  P m  
g o in g  to  cu t it u p — h a lf o f  it, a n y h o w , 
a m o n g  e v e ry  m an  that w a s  w ith  us. 
C h r is to p h e  o u g h t to  g e t a  g o o d  ch u n k , 
an d  so  sh ou ld  B e ltr a m o .”

“ B u t w h a t I  c a n ’t g e t  is w h y  y o u  h eld  
that g a n g  o f  b ea ch  co m b e rs  u n til w e  
w e re  re a d y  to  c o m e  h e r e ,”  C atlin  sa id , 
o b s e r v in g  th at T h e  O ld  H y e n a  w a s  in 
h ig h  g o o d  h u m or.

“ I  w a ited  to  g iv e  B ill M o r r is  and  his 
pals t im e  to  g e t b a ck  and  sw ea r  to  th eir  
s to ry  o f  h o w  the sh ip  w a s  lo s t ,”  he sa id . 
“ I t ’ s a b ou t tim e  th ey , as w e ll as H a k im  
& L e tin , w e re  p u t ou t o f  b u s in ess .”

A n oth er story  about T h e Opportunist will appear in an early issue.



A u th o r  o f  “ You G et W h a t Y ou  G i v e ,"  “ Points W e s t ,"  Etc,

Lynn Hayward, son of invalided, grouchy old Joel Hayward, whose run-down ranch 
is know as the “ Haywire outfit,” learns that an old miner, Heinie, has a fortune of 
almost a hundred thousand. Heinie is found murdered, and Lynn finds the money and 
hides it, feeling that he has as much right to it as anybody else. He suspects one Hank 
of the murder. Returning to the cabin in the hope of cathing the murderer, Lynn is 
jumped by Jack Peterson, the sheriff, but persuades Jack of his good motive. Lynn 
returns two stray horses to Trueman, big cattleman, and gets a twenty-dollar reward. 
He leaves a horse for the use o f the new school-teacher, Miss Maclvor, and makes her 
promise to attend a dance to which he is planning to take his sister, Rose. He buys, 
with his reward money, presents for all the folks, and returns to the ranch, determined 
to guard his secret hoard and improve the outfit. He is tired o f being a “ Haywire.”

C H A P T E R  X V .

i t ’s  w h a t  y o u ’v e  g o t  t h a t  c o u n t s .

A S  th e  d a y s  p a ssed , so  p a ssed  
L y n n ’s n e w  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  
w ea lth . H e  rea son ed  w ith  h im 

s e lf , a rg u e d  d o w n  h is g r o w in g  d e p r e s 
s io n  aga in  a n d  a g a in ; an d  fo u n d  it c r o p 
p in g  u p  at u n e x p e c te d  tim es , ju s t  w h e n  
h e  m o s t  n eed ed  th a t b u o y a n c y  o f  sp irits

w h ich  h a d  ca rr ie d  h im  in to  p leasan t 
a cq u a in ta n ce  w ith  J o h n  T ru e m a n  an d  
th e  g o o d  g ra ce s  o f  J a n et M a c lv o r .  H e  
c o u ld n ’t u n d ers ta n d  it. H e  fo u g h t  it 
w ith  all th e  w e a p o n s  h e  k n e w , b u t it 
w a s  o f  n o  u se . H e  w a s  in  f o r  a  sev ere  
a tta ck  o f  th e  b lu es  a n d  h e  c o u ld  n o t a c 
co u n t  f o r  th em .

W h ile  R o s e  sew ed  ea r ly  a n d  la te  a n d  
h e r  n e w  d ress  g r e w  ru ffly  a n d  w h o l ly
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e n tra n cin g , L y n n ’ s d re a d  o f  the d an ce  
in crea sed . J in g lin g  h is e ig h t  d o lla rs  
in  h is  p o c k e t  d id  n o  g o o d — th ey  w ere  
s im p ly  e ig h t d o lla rs  a n d  n o  m o r e ;  and 
n o t  ev en  e ig h t d o lla rs , w h e n  h e  had  paid  
th e  b o y s  th e tw o  d o lla rs  h e had  p ro m 
ised  th em  f o r  c le a n in g  u p  th e y a rd s . I t  
w a s  a h a y w ire  o u tfit , n o  m atter w h at 
y o u  d id  to  it— a n d  w h a t w a s  the g o o d  
o f  h a v in g  n in e ty -tw o  th ou sa n d  d o lla rs  
h id d en  a jy a y , i f  y o u  c o u ld n ’t u se  the 
m o n e y ?  I t  w a s  ju s t  s o  m u ch  p a p er, in  
that ca se . H e  m ig h t as w e ll n o t have 
it.

H e  d id  n o t k n o w  a n y th in g  abou t 
n e rv o u s  r e a c t io n ; b u t h e  d id  k n o w  the 
b lu es  w h e n  h e h a d  th em . A n d  a lth ou gh  
h e  h a d  sen se  e n o u g h  to  rea lize  that the 
m o o d  w o u ld  pass, ju s t  lik e  too th a ch e , 
that d id  n o t  h e lp  to  l i f t  h im  o u t o f  th e 
s lou g h  o f  d e sp o n d  in to  w h ic h  he had 
fa lle n . A n d  g e t o u t o f  it h e  m u st, i f  
h e  w e r e  to  reg a in  th e se lf-a ssu ra n ce  
n e ce ssa ry  to  ca r r y  h im  th ro u g h  the 
d an ce . A s  h e fe lt  o n  L a b o r  D a y  m o r n 
in g , h e  w o u ld  be ab le  to  d o  n o th in g  but 
sk u lk  ou ts id e  in  the sh a d ow s  and  w a tch  
th e  d a n cers  th ro u g h  th e w in d o w s . H e  
w o u ld  ra th er n o t g o , i f  h e  had  to  fee l 
h a y w ire . Y e t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  g o  
th ro u g h  w ith  it s o m e h o w , f o r  R o s e  
w o u ld  b e  h ea rtb ro k e n  i f  she c o u ld n ’ t g o  
a n d  w e a r  h er  n ew  d ress  and  slip p ers . 
N o w  that she had  th e d ress  fin ish ed  
it w a s  ev en  p re tt ie r  than  a n y  o f  th em  
had a n tic ip a ted . T h e  little  s ch o o l
teach er, t o o — a fte r  h is  ta lk  to  h er  a b ou t 
£ o in g , he s im p ly  co u ld n ’ t b a ck  d ow n .

B u t h e fe lt  all h a y w ire , w ith  th e  fu ll 
stigm a  that w a s  co u ch e d  in  th e  nam e. 
H e  w a s  co n s c io u s  o f  h is  o ld  suit, 
b o u g h t th ree  y ea rs  a g o  a n d  k ep t p re 
sen tab le  o n ly  b eca u se  h e  s ca rce ly  ever 
p u t it on . H e  to ld  h im se lf m isera b ly  
that h is  n ew  tie  w o u ld  lo o k  terrib le , 
an d  h e co u ld  p o lish  h is sh oes  till h e  w as 
b lu e  in  th e fa c e  and  th ey  w o u ld  still 
l o o k  e x a c t ly  w h a t th ey  w e r e — a p a ir  o f  
o ld  sh oes  that had  been  h a lf  so led  tw ice  
and  n eed ed  th at se rv ice  aga in . H e

c o u ld n ’t e v en  w h is tle  “ L it t le  B r o w n  
J u g ,”  w ith o u t fe e l in g  lik e  a  g re a t  b ig  
ch u m p — w h ich  sh o w s  th e d ep th s to  
w h ich  h e h ad  fa llen .

S o m e th in g  .had to  b e  d o n e . R o s e ’ s 
ey es  w e r e  g r o w in g  b ig  an d  a n x io u s , 
th o u g h  sh e  to ld  h im  that i f  h e  d id n ’ t 
fe e l lik e  g o in g , h e m u stn ’ t m in d  h e r  at 
a ll, b eca u se  sh e  d id n ’ t w a n t to  g o  i f  
h e  h ad  a  h ead ach e .

M o m  h ad  w a tch e d  h e r  ch a n ce  w h en  
J o e l t o o k  h is  a ft e r n o o n  n a p  a n d  tu rn ed  
th e  c lo c k  an  h o u r  ah ead , so  that su p 
p e r  co u ld  b e  ea r ly  an d  h e w o u ld  th in k  
R o s e  had  g o n e  to  b e d  w h e n  th e  d ish es 
w e r e  w a sh ed . L y n n , w ith  h is  qu a rters  
in  th e  b u n k  h o u se , h ad  m o r e  fr e e d o m , 
as a m a tter  o f  c o u r s e ;  th o u g h  h e had  
tak en  th e p re ca u tio n  o f  d r a g g in g  the 
b u g g y  a w a y  d o w n  p ast th e  ga te , so  that 
o ld  J o e l c o u ld  n o t  h e a r  th e w h ee ls  w h en  
th ey  d r o v e  o f f .  R o s e  w a s  g o in g  to  d ress  
in  th e b u n k  h ou se , b eca u se  sh e  w as 
a fr a id  to  c lim b  o u t  o f  h er  w in d o w  in  
th e  la w n  d ress . S h e  m ig h t tea r  it.

T r u ly , s o m e th in g  m u st b e  d o n e  a b ou t 
th is  h a y w ire  m o o d  o f  h is. M a y b e  it 
w a s  b eca u se  h e  d id n ’t q u ite  b e lie v e  h e 
had  all that m o n e y  h id d en  in  th e  w e ll. 
F o r  th ree  n ig h ts  n o w  h e  h ad  d rea m ed  
o f  f in d in g  tw o -g a llo n  ju g s  in  all sorts  
o f  u n g o d ly  p la ces , a n d  th e y  w e r e  all 
em p ty . M a y b e  th at w a s  w h a t a iled  h im . 
H e  h ad  lo s t  th e  c o m fo r ta b le  a ssu ra n ce  
that h is  fo r t u n e  w a s sa fe . H a d  th e 
term  been  in v en ted  th en , h e  w o u ld  h a v e  
rea lized  that h e had  a p o v e r ty  c o m p le x ; 
as it w a s  h e  to ld  h im s e lf— w ith  p r o fa n e  
tr im m in g s— that h e  fe lt  lik e  a  w h ip p e d  
d o g  try in g  to  fin d  a b a rn  to  c ra w l u n 
d er.

T h is  b e in g  h is  c o n d it io n , h e  sad d led  
h is h o rs e  a ft e r  d in n e r  a n d  g a llo p e d  o f f  
to  the u p p e r  ra n ch — an d  h e d id  n o t s in g  
as h e ro d e . H e  h ated  h im s e lf  f o r  b e 
in g  so  w e a k -m in d e d  th a t h e  m u st g o  
an d  fe e l that m o n e y  a ga in  an d  m ak e 
su re  that it w a s  th ere , b u t s in ce  h e w as 
a b la m ed  fo o l ,  h e  d e c id e d  that h e  m ig h t 
as w e ll act lik e  o n e  an d  b e  d o n e  w ith  it.
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I t  w a s  n o t  u n til h e  w a s  d o w n  in  th e  
w e ll, s ittin g  a stra d d le  a c r o s s p ie c e , w ith  
th e c o r k  o u t  o f  th e ju g , th at th e  re v u l
s ion  o f  fe e l in g  ca m e  a n d  a lm ost m a d e  
h im  d iz z y . I t  w a s th e  fe e l o f  th e 
m o n e y  th at d id  it. W h e n  h e  d re w  o u t 
th e  to p  p a ck a g e  an d  sa w  th at th e y  w e re  
a c tu a lly  o n e -th o u s a n d -d o lla r  n otes , ten 
o f  th em  r ig h t  th e re  in  h is  h and , a  t in g le  
w e n t d o w n  to  h is  to e s  a n d  h e  c o u ld  fe e l 
a  b e a tin g  in  h is  th ro a t. H e  w a s  r ich —  
r ich — rich !

H e  d id  n o t  ta k e  o u t  th e  o th e r  p a ck 
a g e s ; th ere  w a s  n o  n eed . T h e  m o n e y  
w as th ere , s a fe  as in  a b a n k . S a fe r , b e 
ca u se  ban k s d id  som etim es  fa il, an d  f o r 
tu n es  w e r e  sw e p t a w a y  w ith  th e  s tro k e  
o f  a  p en . B u t  th is w a s  w h e r e  n o th in g  
lik e  that c o u ld  h ap pen . R e a l, ta n g ib le  
w e a lth  th a t h e  co u ld  h o ld  in  h is  h a n d s ; 
w ea lth  th at h e  c o u ld  use, so m e  day .

“ A n d  th e y  c a n ’t rea d  m y  m in d ,”  h e 
w h isp e re d  ex u lta n tly . “ T h e y ’d h ave  
to , i f  th e y  w e r e  g o in g  to  find  o u t  a n y 
th in g . I  g u ess  I ’m  a b ou t th e  b ig g e s t  
ch u m p  in  th e  S ta te  o f  W y o m in g , all 
r ig h t. M e  g o in g  a ro u n d  w ith  m y  ja w  
h a n g in g  d o w n , w h e n  I ’ v e  g o t  a ll th is 
m o n e y  o f  m y  o w n ! W h y , I — I  can’ t be  
h a y w ir e  w ith  all th is  w h e re  I  can  lay  
m y  h a n d s  o n  it. W h y ,  d am n  it, a  m a n  
d o e s n ’ t h a v e  t o  spend  a m illio n  d o lla rs  
to  b e  a  m illio n a ir e ; i f  h e ’ s g o t  it h e ’s 
on e , w h e th e r  h e e v e r  sp en d s  a  d im e  
o r  n o t.

“ I ’v e  g o t  t o  rem em b er  th is  f r o m  n o w  
o n :  I t  a in ’ t w h a t a  m an  sp en d s  that 
m a k es h im  r ich , it ’ s w h a t h e  o w n s . It 
a in ’t th e  c lo th es  o n  h is b a ck  n o r  the 
s ize  o f  h is  hat that m a k es  a  m a n ; it ’ s 
so m e th in g  in s id e  o f  h im . N a p o le o n  
w as a litt le  ru n t o f  a fe l lo w , a n d  th ere 
w a sn ’t a m an  in  h is  a rm y , I  d o n ’t su p 
p ose , that c o u ld n ’t ’v e  lick ed  th e ta r  ou t 
o f  h im  i f  th e y ’d  tr ied . B u t th e y  n ev er  
tried, y u h  n o t ic e !  T h e y  lick e d  h is 
b o o ts , instead .

“ A n d  h e  w a s n ’t b o r n  in  a p a lace , 
e ith er . I  e x p e c t  fo lk s  th o u g h t N a p o le o n  
w a s  p re tty  m u ch  h a y w ire  h im s e lf , w h e n

h e  liv ed  o n  a  fa rm . B u t  d id  that s to p  
h im ?  N o t  o n  y o u r  l i f e ! H e  w a lk e d  all 
o v e r  a  lo t  o f  m en  th at th o u g h t th ey  
w e re  s o m e  p u n k in s. H e  d id n ’ t h ave  
a n y  n in e ty -tw o  th ou sa n d  d o lla rs  to  
ca rry  h im  a lon g , e ither. H e  started  o u t 
w ith  ju s t  w h a t h e p a ck e d  o n  th e in s id e  
o f  h is head .

“ W e ll ,  I  d o n ’t have t o  sp en d  th is 
m o n e y  r ig h t o f f  th e  bat. I  g u e s s ,”  he 
a d d ed  sa rd o n ica lly , “ it a in ’ t g o in g  to  g o  
ou ta  s t y le ; n o t th ese  th o u sa n d -d o lla r  
b il ls ; n o t th is  y ea r , a n y w a y . T h e y ’ll 
b e  ju s t  as sp en d a b le  a y e a r  fr o m  n o w , 
o r  fiv e  y ea rs  f r o m  n o w , as th e y  a re  th is  
w eek .

“ I  g u e ss  th e  th in g  f o r  m e  to  d o  is 
w a k e  u p  an d  u se  w h a t ’s o n  th e  in side 
o f  m y  head , an d  n e v e r  m in d  w h a t ’ s in 
s id e  th e ju g . T h is ’ ll k eep . B u t y o u r  
bra in s  and  that so m e th in g  e lse  that 
w o rk s  y o u r  b ra in s— th e y  ca n  g o  to  seed  
p re tty  d a m n  fa st , i f  y o u  d o n ’ t u se  ’ em . 
L o o k  at D a d ; u sed  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e lead 
in g  s to ck m e n  o f  th e  c o u n ty — a n d  n o w  
lo o k  at h im ! W h in in g  lik e  a  b a b y  i f  
h e  a in ’ t fe d  o n  t im e ; b e lle r in g  lik e  a 
k id  o v e r  a  s tick  o f  ca n d y  i f  y o u  p r y  a 
d o lla r  o r  tw o  a w a y  f r o m  h im  to  b u y  
g ru b  to  fe e d  h im  w it h !  I  g u e ss  D a d ’ s 
to  b e  p it ied , a ll r ig h t, in stead  o f  b la m ed . 
H e ’ s ju s t  s e t 'th e r e  a n d  g o n e  h a y w ire .

“ W h y ,  g o s h ! I ’v e  b een  le ttin g  an  o ld  
m an th at ca n ’t s tir  a f o o t  p u t the h a y 
w ire  s ig n  o n  th e  w h o le  d am n  r a n c h ! I  
co u ld  h a v e  k e p t th in g s  g o in g , I  g u ess , i f  
I ’d  had  th e  n e rv e  o f  N a p o le o n . N o , b y  
g o s h !— i f  I ’d  ju s t  u sed  w h a t I ’ v e  g o t  
m y s e l f ! I t ’ s D a d  th a t’s h a y w ire — n ot 
m e. I ’v e  ju s t  le t h im  ru n  a  w h iz z e r  o n  
m e  an d  th e  w h o le  fa m ily . W e  b een  
s in g in ’  e v e ry th in g  to  h is  tu n e, an d  w e  
d id n ’ t h a v e  to , i f  w e  d id n ’t w a n t to .”

L y n n ’ s eyes , s ta r in g  d o w n  at the 
m o n e y  w ith o u t a ctu a lly  se e in g  it, g r e w  
d e e p  w ith  in tro sp e ct io n .

“ W e  d id n ’t h a v e  to . W e  c o u ld  h a v e  
h e lp ed  h im  h o ld  h im s e lf  tog e th e r , m a y b e  
•— o r , a n y w a y , w e  c o u ld  h a v e  d o m in a te d  
h im , p a id  n o  a tten tion  to  h is b e lle r in g ,
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a n y  m o r e  than  I  w o u ld  t o  a  c r o s s  o ld  
bu ll p en n ed  in to  a  co r r a l. S a m e  th in g  
e x a c t ly . I ’v e  b een  le ttin g  D a d ’ s heller 
ru n  th e  ran ch . B u t n o  m o r e ! N o  m o re  
a -t a ll !  F r o m  n o w  o n  I  u se  w h a t I ’ve  
g o t .

“ M o n e y , y o u  g o  b a ck  in  y o u r  ju g  and  
stay  p u t till I  g e t  a p la ce  to  u se  y o u . 
S o r r y , M r . G e o r g e  C lin to n  and  M r . 
Jam es M a d is o n , bu t I ’m  a fr a id  I  h a v e n ’t 
g o t  a  j o b  f o r  y o u  ju s t  yet. S o o n  as I  
p u t on  a fu ll c re w , th o u g h , I ’ ll b e  g la d  
to  p u t y o u  o n  the p a y  ro ll. B u t d o n ’t  
e v e r  g e t  the idea  y o u ’ ll w o r k  u p  to  b e  
b o s s !  N o t  a ch a n ce  in  th e  w o r ld . 
T h e r e ’ s o n ly  o n e  b o ss  o f  th is ou tfit, an d  
that’ s G e o r g e  L y n n h u rs t  H a y w a r d .”

H e  g o t  o u t o f  th e  w e ll w ith  o n e  leg  
n u m b e d  f r o m  s ittin g  so  lo n g  o n  the 
c r o ssp ie ce , b u t o n c e  m o r e  h a p p y . M a n , 
th e th in k er, w a s  s ittin g  at c e n te r  again , 
o r d e r in g  h is  th ou g h ts  an d  h is  a ction s  in 
h a r m o n y  w ith  h is  d esires . B u t h e  d id  
n o t  s in g  in  th e e x u b e r a n c e  that had  
m a rk e d  h is  ea r lie r  rea liza tion  o f  his 
w ea lth . H e  ro d e  ra th er  s lo w ly , s in ce  
th e re  w a s  p le n ty  o f  tim e, a n d  h is  head  
w a s  b en t in  d eep , th o u g h t fu l p lan n in g . 
T h e  w a n t o f  w h a t h e  n o w  ca lled  “ lo o s e ”  
m o n e y — m o n e y  w h ich  h e c o u ld  u se  in  
a n y  w a y  h e  saw  fit— w a s g o in g  to  be  
s o m e th in g  o f  a h an d icap . B u t n o t to o  
g re a t  a on e , i f  h e  u sed  h is  b ra in s . H e  
m u st c o n s id e r  w a y s  and  m eans.

P r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  h is  p la n s , h e  p a id  
n o  a tten tion  to  th e tra il, s in ce  all w e r e  
a lik e  fa m ilia r  a n d  th ere  w a s  little  to  
c h o o s e  b e tw een  th e ro a d  th a t k ep t to  
th e  h ig h e r , less r o c k y  g r o u n d , and th e 
o n e  that fo l lo w e d  th e  c re e k  d o w n  past 
H e in ie ’ s c la im  an d  ca b in . I t  w a s  n ot 
u n til h e  n eared  th e  a b a n d on ed  p la cer  
c la im , w ith  th e g ra v e  ju s t  b e y o n d , that 
h e  a w o k e  to  th e fa c t  th at B la ck ie , h a v 
in g  co m e  th is w a y  tw ice  in  th e  last w e e k  
o r  so , h ad  ch o se n  th e cre e k  p a th  aga in . 
H a d  h e  th o u g h t o f  it w h en  th e y  le f t  the 
u p p e r  ran ch , h e  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h ave  
c h o se n  th e  o th e r  w a y . B u t it d id n ’t 
g r e a t ly  m atter. E v e n  th o u g h t  he had

g iv e n  u p  tr y in g  h is  h a n d  at d e tectiv e  
w o rk , th ere  w a s  n o  rea son  w h y  he 
sh ou ld  n o t d r o p  b y  o c c a s io n a lly  an d  take 
a lo o k .

P e te rso n  had sa id  h e  w a s  g o in g  to  
k eep  an  e y e  o n  th e  ca b in . T h u s  re liev ed  
o f  a n y  sen se  o f  o b lig a t io n  in  th e  m atter, 
L y n n  h a d  b een  b u s y  h u n tin g  stray  
h o rse s  o n  th e  ra n ge , f o r  sake o f  th e 
re w a rd  m o n e y . O t h e r  m e n  d id  it o c c a 
s io n a lly ; it w a s  leg itim a te  en o u g h , 
th o u g h  t o o  p re ca r io u s  to  b e  lo o k e d  u p on  
se r io u s ly  as a  jo b  f o r  a n y  m an  w ith  a m 
b it io n  to  g e t  on  in  the w o r ld . T o  L y n n , 
h u n tin g  a d v ertised  strays w a s  n o  m o re  
th an  a  s to p -g a p , until h e  co u ld  th in k  o f  
so m e  o th e r  w a y  to  earn  m on ey .

S o  th in k in g , h e  rea ch ed  H e in ie ’ s 
g ra v e  a n d  ro d e  o n  d o w n  th e  path  to  the 
cab in . T h e  su d d en  sou n d  o f  a  sh o t and  
th e  w h in e  o f  a  b u lle t  that fa n n ed  h is 
ch e e k  in  p a ss in g  w o k e  h im  w ith  a  jo l t  
f r o m  h is  co g ita tio n s . B la ck ie  squ atted , 
d u ck e d , a n d  w h ir le d  b a ck w a rd  in the 
tra il, an d  s o  a se co n d  b u lle t  m issed  
L y n n  co m p le te ly , th o u g h  it to r e  the 
lea th er o n  h is  sa d d le  h o rn . H e  h eard  
w h e re  it s tru ck  a  r o c k  b e y o n d  h im  an d  
w e n t w h in in g  o v e r  th e  g ra v e .

In  all h is l i f e  L y n n  h ad  n e v e r  b e fo r e  
b een  sh o t at. H e  h a d  o ft e n  w o n d e r e d  
h o w  it  w o u ld  f e e l ;  a n d  n o w  h e  fo u n d  
o u t in  o n e  flash  o f  e m o tio n . I t  m a d e  
h im  m ad , ju s t  as th o u g h  a  m an  had  
w a lk ed  u p  an d  sla p p ed  h im  on  the ja w . 
H e  w a n te d  to  h it b a ck  at th e  fe l lo w . 
B u t h e d id  n o t  w a n t h is  h o rse  to  get 
sh ot, so  h e r o d e  p o u n d in g  u p  the path  
to  w h e re  h e  co u ld  tie  B la ck ie  beh in d  
sh e lte r in g  ro ck s , an d  d ism ou n ted . 
T h e n , w ith  h is  s ix -s h o o t e r  in  h is  h a n d , 
he h u rr ie d  b a ck  to w a rd  th e  ca b in , s lip 
p in g  f r o m  r o c k  to  tree  and  f r o m  tre e  to  
bu sh , e x a c t ly  as h e  used  to  d o  w h e n  h e 
a n d  R o s e  p la y ed  In ju n .

T h e  sh ots h a d  c o m e  fr o m  th e  en d  o f  
th e ca b in  to w a rd  the cre e k , w h e re  the 
w illo w s  g re w  th ic k  a m o n g  th e  rock s . 
B e fo r e  h e  w a s  n ear th e sp o t w h e re  h e 
h a d  b een  r id in g  h e  tu rn e d  o f f  and  m ad e
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h is  w a y  stea lth ily  d o w n  to  th e  cre e k , 
cre p t  d o w n  o v e r  th e  ban k , a n d  s o  a p 
p ro a ch e d  th e ca b in  f r o m  th e  side. A l 
m o s t  at o n c e  h e saw  b o o t  tra ck s  in  the 
sa n d y  sp a ces  b e tw e e n  ro ck s — tra ck s  g o 
in g  an d  c o m in g , as i f  s o m e  o n e  h a d  b een  
se a rch in g  a lo n g  th e creek . B u t h e had  
n o  tim e, th en , to  s to p  a n d  tr y  to  id e n t ify  
th em . T h e  sh o o te r  u p  th ere  in the 
th ick e t w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  m o v e  as  s w ift ly  
an d  as s tea lth ily  as h e ; a n d  th ere  w a s  n o  
te llin g  in  w h ich  d ire c t io n  h e  w o u ld  g o .

W it h  the th ou g h t, L y n n  stra igh ten ed  
h is ben t b a ck  an d  p eered  ca u tio u s ly  o v e r  
th e b a n k  ju s t  in  tim e to  see a p a ir  o f  
leg s  m o v in g  d ir e c t ly  a w a y  fr o m  h im  
b e y o n d  th e  b u sh es, th e le a fy  b ra n ch es 
o f  w h ich  h id  th e  m a n ’s b o d y . W it h o u t  
w a it in g  to  see m o re , a n d  w ith  n o  c o m 
p u n ct io n  w h a te v e r , L y n n  sh o v e d  f o r 
w a rd  h is  g u n  a n d  fired  at th e  legs . H e  
saw  th em  le a p  as th o u g h  a  h o rn e t had  
s tu n g  th e o w n e r  o f  th em , a n d  th ere  w as 
a cra sh in g  an d  a  s w a y in g  in  th e th ick et. 
L y n n  fired  aga in  to w a r d  th e  so u n d , and  
bega n  lo o k in g  f o r  a  p la ce  to  c lim b  the 
bank.

J u st w h e re  h e h a d  s to p p e d , the w a ter  
had g o u g e d  u n d er  in  tim e  o f  sp r in g  
fre sh e ts  until th ere  w a s  a  d is t in ct o v e r 
h a n g  f o r  severa l rod s . L y n n  tr ie d  to  
pu ll h im s e lf  u p , an d  fo u n d  h im s e lf  
m e re ly  c la w in g  d ir t  d o w n . S o  h e ran  
b a ck  to  w h e re  H e in ie  h ad  m a d e  a  path  
to  g e t w a ter . A n d  b y  that tim e  th e fe l 
lo w  w a s  g o n e . T h e  c la tter  o f  h o o f -  
beats w a s  a ll that rem a in ed  to  tell o f  
th e en co u n te r . L y n n  ran  b a ck  to  w h e re  
h e h ad  le f t  h is  h orse , b u t a lth ou g h  h e 
m o u n te d  a n d  r o d e  h a rd  f o r  a h a lf  m ile  
o r  m o re , h e k n ew  the ch a se  w a s  h o p e 
less.

“ I ’ll b e t I  s tu n g  h im  g o o d , a n y w a y ,”  
h e  c o m fo r t e d  h im s e lf , as h e w e n t on  
h om e. “ I  w o n d e r  i f  it w a s n ’ t H a n k ?  
O r  m a y b e  it  w a s  that o th e r  fe l lo w , that 
d u g  u p  the h earth  w h ile  H a n k  w a s  in 
to w n . S eem s  to  m e  th ere  m u st b e  se v 
eral o f  th em  a f t e r  H e in ie ’ s stak e .”  A n d  
then  h e g r in n e d . “ T h e y  ca n  h un t and

b e  d a rn e d  to  ’ em , f o r  all m e ,”  h e a d d ed . 
“ I f  H e in ie  c o u ld  k n o w  w h a t ’ s g o in g  o n  
a ro u n d  h e re  it w o u ld  su re  t ick le  h im  to  
see ’em  sm e llin ’ a ro u n d  h ere  a fte r  that 
m o n e y !”

H e  ro d e  h a p p ily  h o m e w a rd , an d  to ld  
R o s e  to  h u r r y  u p  a n d  g e t  re a d y  so  th ey  
c o u ld  start ea r ly , b e ca u se  he had  b u s i
ness in  to w n  b e fo r e  th e d a n ce . H e  
w a n ted  to  see  P e te rso n .

C H A P T E R  X V I .

M ONEY GOSSIP AGAIN.

D E T E R S O N  w a s  o u t o f  to w n  o n  b u s i
n ess, a n d  th e re  w a s  n o  o n e  e lse  in  

to w n  to  w h o m  L y n n  ca re d  to  g o  w ith  
h is  s to ry . H e  d id  a sk  o n e  m an  i f  H a n k  
M il le r  w a s a ro u n d  a n y w h e r e ; b u t th e 
m an  b eg a n  to  p re a ch  to  L y n n  a b ou t f o r 
g e tt in g  h is  g ru d g e s  a n d  k e e p in g  h im s e lf  
o u t o f  tro u b le , s o  L y n n  let it g o  at that. 
T h e  to w n  w a s filled  w ith  s tra n g ers  
w a it in g  f o r  the d a n ce  to  b e g in ; an d  th ey  
w e r e  ce le b ra t in g  L a b o r  D a y  to  the fu ll 
e x te n t o f  th e ir  ca p a c ity , so m e  o f  th em . 
T h e r e  w e r e  th o se  w h o  ca m e  to  d a n ce , 
b u t w o u ld  rem a in  sp ra w le d  in  som e  
fr o w z y  b a ck  r o o m  to  so b e r  u p ;  and  
u n til th e y  rea ch ed  th e  s p ra w lin g  stage, 
th e y  w e r e  lik e ly  to  b e c o m e  b o is te ro u s  
ju s t  w h e re  an d  w h e n  th e y  sh o u ld n ’t. 
L y n n  t h e r e fo r e  re tu rn e d  to  w h e re  R o s e  
sat in  th e p a r lo r  o f  th e  h o te l, lo o k in g  
v e r y  sw e e t an d  v e r y  sh y . A n d  he re 
m a in ed  w ith  h er , ju s t  as a g o o d  b ro th e r  
sh o u ld  w h e n  h is  s is te r  d o e s n ’t k n o w  a n y  
o f  th e w o m e n  ch a tte r in g  a ro u n d  her.

“ W e  m ig h t g o  an d  b u y  th e  g r o c e r ie s  
w h ile  w e  h a v e  tim e, L y n n ,”  she su g 
g e s te d , a f t e r  a  d r a g g in g  q u a rte r  o f  an 
h o u r . “ T h e  s to r e ’ s all lit u p  yet, so  
th e y  m u st b e  o p e n . I ’ ll g o  w ith  y o u . I  
h ate  s it t in g  h ere  to  be  stared  a t .”

S in ce  sh e  c o u ld n ’ t p o s s ib ly  h ate  it 
m o r e  th an  L y n n — in  sp ite  o f  h is n e w 
fo u n d  d ig n ity — th e y  w e n t o u t  in to  the 
s o f t  sta rligh t o f  e a r ly  ev e n in g . T h e  
d a n ce  w o u ld  n o t b e  in fu ll sw in g  b e fo r e  
n ine, and  the tw o  w e re  secre tly  r e s o lv e d
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n o t  to  b e  the lo n e s o m e  firs t  on es  in  th e  
hall. A n y th in g  b u t that.

“ M is s  M a c lv o r  sa id  sh e  liv e s  w ith  
M r s . B e n  M o o r e ,”  R o s e  sa id , w h en  th ey  
w e r e  o u ts id e . “ W h ic h  is h e r  h ou se , 
L y n n  ? ”

“ T h a t  litt le  g r e e n  o n e  u p  th e  street. 
W e ’ll h a v e  to  p a ss  b y  it. M a y b e ,”  h e  
a d d e d  a r t fu l ly , “ it  w o u ld n ’ t b e  a  bad  
id ea  to  d r o p  in  a n d  see  h er , R o s e . Y o u  
c o u ld  s ta y  th ere , w h ile  I  w e n t o n  a n d  
g o t  th e s tu ff .”

“ P r e t ty  tim e  to  m a k e  ca lls , w h en  
e v e r y  o n e ’ s g e tt in g  re a d y  f o r  th e  
d a n c e !”  R o s e  r e p r o v e d  h im  p e rtly . “ I  
m a y  b e  a  h a y seed , b u t I  k n o w  b etter  
th an  th a t !”

B u t  as it tu rn ed  ou t, th e  little  s c h o o l
te a ch e r  w a s  lo o k in g  o u t  u p o n  th e  street 
w h e n  th e y  ca m e  b y . S h e  ta p p ed  on  th e  
w in d o w , n o d d e d  a n d  b e ck o n e d  w ith  a 
c r o o k e d  f in g e r , a n d  m et th em  at th e 
d o o r .

“ D o n ’ t tell m e  y o u  w e r e  g o in g  r igh t 
b y  w ith o u t lo o k in g  th is  w a y ! ”  sh e  re 
p ro a ch e d . “ I  saw  y o u  d r iv e  in to  to w n , 
a n d  I ’v e  b een  ca llin g  y o u  e v e ry th in g  I  
c o u ld  th in k  o f  f o r  n o t  s to p p in g . I w a n t 
to  w a lk  o v e r  to  th e  hall w ith  y o u , M iss  
H a y w a r d , w h e n  it ’s tim e. I  su p p ose  
y o u r  b r o th e r  has so m e  o n e  in  m in d  h e ’d  
lik e  to  ta k e-------- ”

“ I  su re  h a v e ,”  L y n n  a ssen ted , s h o w 
in g  h is  teeth  in  a  sm ile . “ Y o u  g u essed  
it  firs t  tim e. B u t I  w o u ld n ’t h a v e  th e 
n e rv e  to  ask  h er , so  I  m ig h t as w e ll 
w a lk  o v e r  w ith  y o u  g ir ls . M a y b e  I ’ll 
see  h er  a t th e  d a n ce .”

“ L y n n  H a y w a r d , y o u  n e v e r  to ld  m e  
y o u  w e r e  sw eet on  a g ir l ,”  c r ie d  R o s e , 
lo o k in g  u p  at h im  w ith  ro u n d , sh ock ed  
e y e s .

“ W e ll ,  I  n e v e r  to ld  th e  g ir l ye t, 
e ith er . I ’d  b e tte r  g o  o n  to  th e  s tore . I  
c a n  c o m e  b a ck  h ere  a n d  g e t  y o u .”  H is  
fa c e  w a s  tu rn ed  to w a r d  R o s e  as h e  
sp o k e , b u t h is ey es  w e n t to  th e o n e  he 
h a d  in  h is  m in d .

“ N o , le t ’s all g o  to  th e  s to re ,”  M is s  
M a c lv o r  su g g e ste d . “ I  w a lk  a lo n e  in

th is  to w n  so  m u ch  that I ’ d  lik e  to  see 
h o w  it w o u ld  seem  t o  b e  sa n d w ich e d  in 
b e tw e e n  th e tw o  o f  y o u . C o m e  o n , I  
d o n ’ t w a n t  a h a t o n  su ch  a  n ig h t as 
th is .”

L y n n  tu rn e d  a n d  lo o k e d  d o w n  at h er , 
s ilen tly  re m in d in g  h er  o f  h is  w a rn in g  
o n  th e  ro a d  that d a y . B u t sh e  o n ly  
la u g h ed  a n d  sh o o k  h e r  h ead  at h im  as 
sh e  t o o k  R o s e  b y  th e  a rm  a n d  started  
o n .

“ I  d o n ’ t see  w h y  y o u  n eed  to  w a lk  
a lo n e ,”  R o s e  rem a rk ed , h er  fa c e  b r ig h t
en ed  w ith  th e  fr ie n d lin e ss  o f  th is to w n  
g ir l . “ G o o d n e s s  k n o w s , th ere ’ s p len ty  
o f  e s co r ts  sca tte red  a r o u n d .”

“ N o t  f o r  m e. A  s c h o o lm a ’am  ca n ’t 
b e  t o o  c a r e fu l, o r  sh e  w ill sh o ck  th e n a 
tiv es  a n d  sta rt to n g u e s  w a g g in g .”  
T h o u g h  sh e  d id  n o t  g la n ce  a t L y n n , h e 
re c o g n iz e d  h is  o w n  w o r d s , an d  b it h is  
lip . S h e  w a s  ca lm ly  le tt in g  h im  k n o w  
th a t sh e  re m e m b e re d , an d  w a s  ch a lle n g 
in g  th e  to w n  an d  h im , a lso . H e  w a n ted  
t o  a sk  h er  w h a t  sh e  m ean t b y  it, b u t 
w ith  R o s e  a lon g , h e  d id n ’ t d a re . I t  
w o u ld  b e  cru e l t o  sp o il R o s e ’ s  p lea su re  
th at n ig h t b y  c a llin g  to  h e r  a tten tion  th e  
to w n ’ s su p e rc ilio u s  a ttitu d e  to w a rd  th e  
H a y w a rd s . P e rh a p s , h e  th ou g h t, M iss  
M a c lv o r  w a s  m e r e ly  b e in g  k in d  to  R o s e , 
w h o  h ad  se rv e d  h e r  so  g e n e ro u s ly . H e  
w a s  g la d  o f  that, a n d  h e  d e c id e d  th at 
a ft e r  all it  w a s  M is s  M a c lv o r ’ s a ffa ir .

M e n  lo o k e d  at th em  as th e y  p a ssed , 
w a tch e d  th em  as th ey  w e n t  o n . P r e 
su m a b ly  th e y  a lso  e x p re sse d  th em se lves  
in  sp eech , b u t th e y  k e p t th e ir  v o ic e s  
d o w n  a n d  g a v e  n o  o ffe n se . T h e  c r o w d  
a ro u n d  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  s to re  p a rted  to 
let th em  th ro u g h , an d  sev era l m en  li f te d  
th e ir  hats t o  th e  g ir ls  and  n o d d e d  ca su 
a lly  to  L y n n . I f  th e ir  eyes  b e tra y ed  
cu r io s ity , w h o  ca n  b la m e  th e m ?  T h e  
u p p ish  n e w  s ch o o l-te a ch e r  th r o w in g  in 
w ith  th e  H a y w ir e  ou tfit  a f t e r  tu rn in g  
d o w n  th e  E lk  B a s in  e lig ib les  w a s  
e n o u g h  to  ja r  th e  o n lo o k e rs .

B u t L y n n  d id  n o t  m in d , n o w  that h is 
first q u a lm s h ad  passed . H e  m ig h t n o t
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— h e w o u ld  h a v e  sa id  h e  c o u ld  n o t— b e  
g o o d  e n o u g h  f o r  th e  little  s c h o o l
te a c h e r ; b u t at least h e  w a s  as g o o d  as 
a n y  o n e  in  to w n , an d  a  g o o d  d ea l better 
th an  so m e  h e  m ig h t nam e.

H e  w a s  d iv e r te d  f r o m  th at tra in  o f  
th o u g h t b y  th e a b ru p t a w a k e n in g  o f  
m e m o r y . H e  h ad  s to o d  ju s t  h e re  b y  the 
co u n te r  n o t  t w o  w e e k s  a g o , a n d  th e  
s c h o o l-te a c h e r  h a d  s to o d  o v e r  b y  the 
r ib b o n  co u n te r , w h e r e  sh e  a n d  R o s e  
w e r e  tw itte r in g  to g e th e r  n o w , an d  he 
h ad  w ish e d  su d d e n ly  a n d  ra th er  p o ig n 
a n tly  that h e  m ig h t g e t a cq u a in ted  w ith  
h er , b e  fr ie n d s  w ith  h er . T h e  w ish  
h a d  seem ed  an  im p o ss ib le  o n e  t h e n ; bu t 
a lre a d y  it w a s  fu lfilled .

I f  L y n n  h a d  n o t  b een  q u ite  c o n v in ce d  
o f  th e  m a g ic  th at la y  w ith in  h is f o r 
tu n es , h is  fa ith  w o u ld  h a v e  f lo w e re d  at 
th a t m o m e n t in to  fu ll  k n o w le d g e  that it 
w a s  so.

B u t that th o u g h t  p a ssed  s w ift ly , f o r  
h e re  ca m e  H a n k  M il le r  f r o m  th e  b a ck  
o f  th e  s to re , s c o w lin g  u n d e r  h is  h a t b r im  
as h e re c o g n iz e d  L y n n . T h e  p a ck a g e  
h e  c a rr ie d  in  h is  h a n d , a n d  n o w  slid  u n 
o b tr u s iv e ly  in to  h is  p o ck e t , lo o k e d  to  
L y n n  lik e  a  b o tt le  o f  m e d ic in e . A n d  
d id  h e w a lk  w ith  a  l im p ?  L y n n  a lm ost 
im a g in ed  th at h e  d id . T h e  leg s  h e  had  
seen  in  th e  th ick e t h a d  n o t b e e n  in cased  
in  ch ap s, bu t---------

“ I  d o n ’ t su p p o se  th o se  d o lla r  ch ap s 
a re  g r o w n  fa s t  t o  h is  le g s ,”  L y n n  
th o u g h t . “ I  g u ess  h e  could g o  w ith o u t 
’ em , i f  h e  w a n te d  to . A n d  that o f f  leg  
o f  h is  su re  h as  g o t  a  k in d  o f  a  h itch  
to  it .”

B u t  w h e n  h e  tu rn ed  to  w a tch  H a n k  
w a lk  to  th e d o o r , h e  w a s  n o t  SO' sure. 
H a n k  w a s  s w a g g e r in g  a  little— a lm ost 
a s ta g g er , it c o u ld  b e  ca lled . L y n n  
sh o o k  h is  h ead  in  d o u b t. H e  h a d  to  b e  
fa ir . H a n k ’ s p e cu lia r  g a it  m ig h t  be  
ca u sed  b y  w h isk y , in stea d  o f  a  bu lle t 
scra tch . I t  w o u ld n ’ t d o  to  ju m p  t o  c o n 
c lu s io n s , ju s t  o n  th e  stren g th  o f  h is  d is 
lik e  o f  th e m an .

A  th in n in g  o f  th e  g r o u p  in  th e s to re

a n d  th e  m o v e m e n t  o f  th e c r o w d  o u ts id e  
w a rn e d  h im  to  h u r r y  h is  p u rch a s in g  
e v en  b e fo r e  th e  g ir ls  ca m e  o v e r  to  w h e re  
h e s to o d . S o m e  o n e  h a d  sa id  th e  m u s i
c ia n s  h ad  g o n e  o v e r  to  th e  h a ll, R o s e  
to ld  h im .

P re s e n t ly  th e y  w e r e  g o in g  d o w n  th e 
street w ith  th e ir  a rm s fu ll  o f  p a ck a g es  
that m u st b e  s to w e d  s a fe ly  in  M is s  M a c -  
I v o r ’s r o o m  until a f t e r  th e  d an ce .

L y n n  w a s  a b u s y  a n d  a h a p p y  y o u n g  
m an  f o r  the n e x t  h o u r  o r  tw o . L ik e  a 
g o o d  b ro th e r  h e  d a n ce d  tw ice  w ith  R o s e  
an d  in tro d u ce d  a fe w  o f  th e  d e cen tes t 
fe l lo w s  h e  co u ld  fin d  in  th e  c r o w d , b u t 
h e  m a n a g ed , f o r  all that, to  h a v e  th e  
d a n ces  h e  c ra v e d  w ith  th e little  s c h o o l
tea ch er , and  to  e x tr a c t  th e  p r o m is e  o f  
m o r e . I t  th r illed  h im  to  ca tch  th e  
g la n ces  o f  th e  m en  s ta n d in g  a ro u n d  th e  
d o o r , a n d  t o  g u e ss  a t w h a t th ey  w e re  
th in k in g  as h e  w h ir le d  b y  in  a w a ltz  w ith  
th e  p re ttie st g ir l  an d  th e  n icest g ir l—  
R o s e  e x ce p te d 1— in  the r o o m  d a n c in g  
w ith in  h is  e m b ra ce , h er  b r o w n  h ea d  ju s t  
r e a ch in g  th e  to p  b u tto n  o n  h is  coa t. L e t  
’em  lo o k  a n d  b e  d a r n e d ! T h e y ’d  lo o k  a 
lo t  h a rd e r  i f  th e y  k n e w  w h a t s e cre t  h e 
h ad  lo ck e d  a w a y  b eh in d  h is  c o o l ,  a p 
p r a is in g  g la n ces . L o o k in g  w a s  ch ea p  
— let ’ em  lo o k !  O n ly , th e y ’d  b e tte r  b e  
c a r e fu l  o f  th e e x p r e s s io n  in  th e ir  eyes , 
w h e n  th e y  lo o k e d  at th e litt le  s c h o o l
teach er.

I t  w a s  n e a r ly  m id n ig h t  w h e n  h e 
th o u g h t  h e sa w  J a c k  P e te r s o n  ju s t  o u t 
s id e  the d o o r . B o th  g ir ls  b e in g  b u sy  
d a n c in g  w ith  w o r t h y  a n d  estim a b le  
y o u n g  m en , h e  w e n t o u t to  fin d  th e d e p 
u ty  sh e r iff  and  d ra w  h im  a w a y  f r o m  th e 
c r o w d  f o r  a  fe w  m in u te s ’ ta lk . H e  
w a n te d  to  k n o w  w h e th e r  P e te rs o n  had  
been  o u t  to  H e in ie ’ s p la ce  w ith in  th e  last 
fe w  d a ys, a n d  i f  so , w h e th e r  h e  h a d  
seen  a n y  s ig n s  o f  p r o w le r s . H e  m ean t 
t o  g o  b a ck  t o -m o r r o w  a n d  lo o k  a r o u n d ; 
b u t it m ig h t b e  w e ll t o  le t P e te r s o n  k n o w  
so m e  o n e  w a s  still sn ea k in g  o u t  th ere , 
a n d  to  tell h im  a b ou t th e s h o o tin g .

B u t w h e n  h e w a s  o u ts id e  h e  d id  n o t
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see P e te rso n . In stea d , oflO B ill W it h e r 
sp o o n  to o k  h im  b y  th e  a rm  an d  sw u n g  
h im  o v e r  to w a r d  th e  fe n c e , w h e re  a lin e  
o f  team s an d  sa d d le  h o rse s  s to o d  tied . 
B y  th e  a ro m a  o f  h is b rea th , B ill had 
been  im b ib in g  ra th er  fr e e ly  o f  th e p o p u 
la r  d r in k  that n ig h t ; an d  b y  h is  m y ste r i
o u s  m a n n e r  an d  s ilen ce  h e  h ad  th in g s  o f  
im p o rta n ce  to  d iscu ss . L y n n  d id  n ot 
k n o w  w h a t it w a s all a b ou t, b u t h e h u 
m o re d  B ill to  th e  e x te n t o f  w a lk in g  o u t 
o f  ea rsh ot o f  th e c r o w d .

“ T h e y ’ ll th in k  w e  sn u ck  o u t h e re  to  
h a v e  a little  d r in k ,”  B ill sa id  h ea v ily  
w h e n  fin a lly  th ey  b r o u g h t  u p  a lon g s id e  
th e  fe n ce . “ B u t m e , I ’ v e  had  abou t 
e n o u g h  f o r  to -n ig h t . C o u ld n ’t d a n ce  i f  
I  to o k  a n o th e r  d r in k . W h a t  I  w an ted  
to  say  w a s , I  ju s t  w a n ta  a sk  y o u  a b ou t 
o ld  H e in ie  D e itr ich . D id  h e  lea v e  an y  
m o n e y  la y in g  a r o u n d ?  D id  y o u  ever 
h e a r  o f  h im  b e in g  r ic h ? ”

H a v in g  b een  w a rn e d  b y  B il l ’ s b e g in 
n in g , L y n n  la u g h e d  w ith  rea l a m u se 
m en t.

“ N e ith e r  o n e , B ill. I  n e v e r  h eard  o f  
h is  b e in g  a n y th in g  but b ro k e . W h y ?  
W h a t  o n  earth  p u t th at idea  in to  y o u r  
h e a d ? ”

“ W e l l ,”  sa id  B ill, w ith  th e  m u m b lin g  
to n e  o f  a  m an  w h o  has ju s t  taken  a  
ch e w  o f  to b a c c o , “ it ’ s g o t  a ro u n d  that 
h e  had  a  g o b  o f  m o n e y  ca ch ed  so m e 
w h e re . F e llo w  that w a s  in C h eyen n e  
t o ld  m e  a n d  so m e  o th ers  that h e  seen  
o ld  H e in ie  w ith  a th ou sa n d  d o lla rs  all 
in  o n e  b i l l ! A  o n e -th o u sa n d -d o lla r  b ill, 
m in d  y u h !  H e  sa id -------- ”

“ I s  th ere  su ch  a th in g  in  th e w o r ld  
as  a o n e -th o u s a n d -d o lla r  b ill, f o r  g o sh  
sak e ? ”

“ O h , y e s ! ”  B ill s o le m n ly  a ssu red  
h im . “ B a n k s  h a v e  ’ em . A in ’t n o  b ig -  
g e r ’n  fiv e  d o lla rs , e ither. F o ld  it u p  and  
stick  it in  y o u r  v est p o ck e t , i f  yu h  w an t 
to — bu t it ’ s w o r th  a th ou sa n d  d o lla rs . 
O h , y e s !  T h e y  m a k e  ’ em , all r ig h t .”

“ J im in y  C h r is tm a s !”  m a rv e le d  L y n n . 
A n d  th en  h e  la u g h ed . “ D id  y o u  sw a l
lo w  that y a r n ? ”  h e  ch a llen g ed . “ H e in ie  

/

w ith  a  o n e -th o u sa n d -d o lla r  b ill , e h ?  
N o w , w o u ld n ’t  that ja r  y u h ? ”

“ W e ll ,  he sw ea rs  h e  seen  it. H e  sa id  
th ere  w a s  m o re , b u t h e  c o u ld n ’t see  h o w  
b ig  th e  fig u res  w a s  o n  ’ e m ; h e  k in d a  
th ou g h t th ey  w a s  th e  sa m e as the o n e  
o n  top . H o w  h e  c o m e  to  see it, h e  
says h e  w a s  in  a r o o m in ’ h o u s e  an d  h e 
h ea rd  so m e b o d y  la u g h in ’ in  th e  n e x t  
r o o m , an d  it so u n d e d  k in d a  lik e  so m e 
b o d y  h e k n o w e d . T h e r e  w as a d o o r , 
b u t it w a s  lo ck e d . S o  h e  p eek ed  
th ro u g h  th e k e y h o le  an d  it w a s  H e in ie  
D e itr ich , se tt in g  o n  th e s id e  o f  the b ed  
r ig h t c lo s e  b y  th e  d o o r , c o u n t in ’ th is 
m o n e y  an d  lo o k in ’ at it .”

“ S o u n d s  lik e  a  p ip e  d rea m  to  m e ,”  
s c o f fe d  L y n n , th o u g h  h is n erv es  h ad  a 
flu rry  u p  a n d  d o w n  h is sp inal co lu m n .

“ W e ll ,  y es , it d id  a t the tim e  h e  to ld  
it ,”  B ill ad m itted . “ B u t r ig h t a fte r  H e i
n ie  g o t  b a ck  h e  w a s k illed , a n d  the w a y  
th in g s  w a s  th ro w e d  a ro u n d , th ere ’ d  b een  
a  b ig  fig h t o v e r  som eth in g . S o  it k in d a  
lo o k s --------•”

“ Y e a h , it k in d a  lo o k s  as th o u g h  the
fe l lo w  that saw  all th at-------- ”

“ N o , it w a s n ’ t h im . H e  w a s  s ick  in  
b ed . H e  co m e  on  u p  ah ead  o f  H e in ie , 
an d  h e ’d  et so m e th in g  that g iv e  h im  
p tom a in e . N o , it w a s n ’t h im .”

“ S o m e  on e  h e to ld  that y a rn  to , then . 
L o o k  h ere , B ill. I  k n ew  H e in ie  all m y  
li fe . U s  fo lk s  all lik ed  h im  a n d  k in d a  
m a d e  h im  like o n e  o f  th e  fa m ily  w h en  
h e  co m e  to  the ran ch . I ’d  g iv e  a g o o d  
deal to  find  the d ir ty  rat that k illed  h im . 
W h o -a ll  h ea rd  that s t o r y ? ”

M e n ta lly  i f  n o t a ctu a lly  B ill W it h e r 
sp o o n  b a ck ed  a w a y  fr o m  L y n n .

“ W e ll ,  I d u n n o  as I  re m e m b e r  w h o -  
a ll,”  h e  ev a d ed . “ Q u ite  a b u n ch  o f  us. 
I t  w a s  o v e r  in  th e  E lk h o rn . A  bu n ch  
o f  us w a s  sta n d in ’ b y  th e  ba r ta lk in ’ 
a n d -------- ”

“ W a s  H a n k  M ille r  o n e  o f  th e m ? ”  
“ H a n k ?  H e  m ig h t h a v e  b een . H e  

h a n g s  o u t th ere  a  g o o d  dea l. W h y ?  
Y o u  th in k  H a n k  d o n e  i t ? ”

“ I  w o u ld n ’t  p u t  it  p ast h im ,”  L y n n
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h in ted  d a rk ly . A n d  th en  a su d d en  idea  
stru ck  h im . “ S a y , B ill, w h o  w as it w en t
o u t th ere  an d  h u n ted  a ro u n d -------- ”

B ill la id  a tre m b lin g  h and  o n  L y n n ’ s 
a rm , and  lea n ed  fo r w a r d  so  th at the 
s ten ch  o f  sta le  w h is k y  n e a r ly  a s p h y x i
a ted  L y n n .

“ I  n e v e r  m ean t n o  h a rm  in  th e  w o r ld . 
I  w a s  a s leep  w h e n  w o r d  c o m e  in  o f  th e 
m u rd e r— I ’d  b e e n  se tt in g  u p  all n igh t 
w ith  th e  p to m a in e  fe lle r . S o  I  g o t  to  
th in k in ’ ; i f  H e in ie  did h ave  all that 
m o n e y , s o m e b o d y  w a s  su re  to  fin d  it and  
k eep  it— s e e ?  H im  n o t  h a v in ’ n o  h e irs , 
th e  m o n e y ’d  b e lo n g  to  th e  fe l le r  that 
fo u n d  it— s e e ?  I t  k in d a  p re y e d  o n  m ’ 
m in d , L y n n . M e b b y  I  d o n e  w r o n g , bu t 
I  d id  g o  o u t an d  ta k e  a  lo o k .”

“ W a s  it y o u  that d u g  u p  th e  h e a r th ? ”  
“ W e -e l l— y es , I  d id  p r y  u p  a  fe w  

ston es , b u t I  p u t ’ em  b a ck  a ga in , ju s t  
as I  fo u n d  ’e m . I  n e v e r  fo u n d  a th in g ; 
I ’ ll sw ea r  to  th at o n  a s ta ck  o f  B ib les  
a  m ile  h i g h !”

“ W e ll ,  I ’ ll tak e  y o u r  w o r d  f o r  it, 
B ill .”  L y n n  sm iled  to  h im s e lf  in  the 
d a rk n ess . “ W h e n  w a s  it y o u  w e n t 
o u t ? ”

“ S a m e  a fte r n o o n . I  started  o u t  
th in k in ’ m e b b y  I  c o u ld  g it  th ere  in  tim e 
f o r  th e fu n e ra l, m e b b y . I  a lw a y s  lik ed  
o ld  H e in ie . B u t  I  w a s n ’ t o u ts id e  o f  
to w n , h a rd ly — I  w a s  p a ss in ’ b y  th e 
sch o o lh o u se — w h en  I  m et th e  p osse  
co rn in ’ b a ck . I  d id n ’t h u n t a g rea t deal. 
I  fe lt  k in d a  fu n n y , lo o k in ’ a r o u n d  a  
d ea d  m a n ’ s p la ce . C o u rse , it ’ s fin d ers , 
k eep ers , in  a  ca se  lik e  that. N o  use 
h a n d in ’  it o v e r  to  th e  S ta te , see in ’ it 
w a s n ’t  p r o p e r ty  th a t h ad  to  b e  so ld  and  
lo o k e d  a ft e r . B u t I  fe lt  fu n n y , ju s t  
th e  sam e. I  d id n ’t  s ta y  lo n g . P la ce  
d id n ’ t fe e l r ig h t  t o  m e .”

“ D id  y o u  g o  b a ck , B i l l ?  A b o u t  d a y 
lig h t , f o r  in s ta n c e ? ”

“ N o , I  a in ’t  e v e r  b een  b a ck  sen ce  
th en .”  B il l ’ s v o ic e  w a s  u rg e n t  f o r  b e 
lie f .

“ I  w o u ld n ’ t g o , e ith er , i f  I  w e r e  y o u . 
I f  a n y b o d y  c a u g h t  y o u  th ere  th ey  m ig h t

th in k  y o u  had  so m e th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  
m u r d e r  I w o u ld  h ave , m y s e l f , i f  y o u  
h a d n ’t c o m e  r ig h t  o u t  an d  to ld  m e  th e 
tru th . I ’m  r id in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e 
cre e k  p a st th ere  p re tty  o ft e n , B ill. 
W e ’v e  g o t  a  ra n ch  u p  a b o v e , y o u  k n o w . 
I f  I ’ d  seen  y o u  d ig g in g  a r o u n d  th ere , 
I ’d  su re  as th e  w o r ld  h a v e  w a ltz e d  y o u  
in  to  J a ck  P e te r s o n .”

“ Y o u  w o n ’ t see  m e  a ro u n d  th ere  
a g a in ,”  B ill so le m n ly  assu red  h im . “ I  
h ea rd  g r o a n in ’ ju s t  o u ts id e  th e  ca b in  
th at e v e n in ’ . Y o u  ca n  la u g h  i f  y o u  
w a n t to , bu t I  h ea rd  it, su re  as hell. 
N o , s ir , I  a in ’t lo s t  a n y th in g  a r o u n d  o ld  
H e in ie  D e itr ic h ’ s p lace , a n d  I  a in ’t 
lo o k in ’ f e r  a n y th in g . I  w o u ld n ’ t g o  
th ere  at n igh t, n o t f o r  five  o n e -th o u - 
sa n d -d o lla r  b i l l s ! ”

“ D o  y o u  k n o w  o f  a n y  o n e  e lse  th a t ’ s 
b een  o u t  th ere  s n o o p in g  a r o u n d ? ”

B ill c o n s id e r e d  a m om en t, sh o o k  h is  
head , a n d  spat to b a c c o  ju ic e .

“ N o p e , n a ry  a sou l. T h e y ’d  k eep  
m u m  a b ou t it, i f  th ey  d id  g o . I t  a in ’ t 
a  th in g  a  fe l le r ’s g o in ’ to  b la b b e r  a b ou t, 
d o  y u h  t h in k ? ”

“ W e ll ,  n o . B u t it seem s fu n n y  to  
m e ,”  said  L y n n , “ that a n y  o n e  w o u ld  
sw a llo w  a y a rn  that sou n d s  as fish y  as 
that o n e  a b ou t H e in ie . I ’ d  h a v e  to  see 
th e  m o n e y  m y s e l f ,  b e fo r e  I ’d  b e liev e  
it, B ill .”  A n d  h e  a d d e d  a fte r  a p a u s e : 
“ B u t it c o s t  H e in ie  h is  l i fe , I  g u ess . 
D id  y o u  te ll P e te r s o n ?  Y o u  o u g h t  to . 
O n e  o f  the m en  th at h ea rd  th e  s to ry  
in  th e sa lo o n  m u st h a v e  g o n e  o u t  th ere  
an d  ju m p e d  H e in ie  f o r  th e  m o n e y  he 
w a s  su p p o se d  to  h ave . P r o b a b ly  h e 
w o u ld n ’t ta k e  H e in ie ’s w o r d  that h e w as 
b ro k e , b u t started  in  o n  h im  p re tty  
ro u g h . H e in ie ’d  fig h t back , n a tu ra lly , 
a n d  th e  fe l lo w  h it  h im  o n  th e  h ead  w ith  
a  clu b . A  stick  o f  w o o d , m o st  lik e ly .

“ T h a t  fr ie n d  o f  y o u r s ,”  h e fin ish ed  
h a rsh ly , “ m a y  n o t h a v e  m ea n t a n y  h a rm  
b y  s h o o t in g  o f f  h is  m o u th  th e w a y  he 
d id , b u t h e  su re  as hell sen t o u t  H e in ie ’ s 
d ea th  w a rra n t. T h e r e ’ s m en  in th is 
c r o w d  h e re  to -n ig h t  that w o u ld  m u rd e r
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a  m a n  f o r  a w h o le  lo t  less  th an  a  th o u 
sa n d  d o lla rs , B il l .”

“ Y e a h , y o u ’ re  d a m n  r ig h t,”  B ill hast
i ly  assen ted . “ W e ll ,  I  ju s t  th o u g h t I ’d  
a sk  y u h  w h a t y o u  th o u g h t a b ou t th e  
y a rn . A in ’t a n y th in g  in  it, y o u  say . 
M e b b y  y o u ’ re  r ig h t. M e b b y  it w a s  a 
ten  h e seen , a n d  th o u g h t it w a s  a  th o u 
san d . H e  w a s  d r in k in ’ so m e , I  g u e ss .”

“ W e ll ,  y o u  tell h im  to  k e e p  h is  m o u th  
sh u t. H e ’ s th e  ca u se  o f  H e in ie ’ s d eath , 
a n d  h e ’ s lia b le  to  send  s o m e b o d y  to  ja il 
f o r  th e  m u r d e r  th at w a s  ca u g h t s n o o p 
in g  a ro u n d  lo o k in g  f o r  m o n e y  that a in ’ t 
th ere . I t ’s u se less to  h un t f o r  a  f o r 
tu n e  a t H e in ie ’ s p lace , B ill. I ’d  take a 
bet o n  that, i f  I  c o u ld .”

“ Y e a h , I  g u ess  y o u ’ re  r ig h t ,”  B ill 
s ig h ed . “ Y o u  w o u ld n ’ t ca tch  m e  th ere
a ga in , L y n n . T h e m  g ro a n s --------  N o ,
I  d o n ’t w a n t n o  th ou sa n d  d o lla rs  that 
b a d !”  '

“ W e ll ,  le t m e  k n o w  i f  y o u  h e a r  a n y 
th in g  m o re , w ill y o u , B ill ? A n d  thanks 
f o r  te llin g  m e .”

A s  h e  h u rr ie d  b a ck  to  tak e  R o s e  and  
th e  little  s c h o o l-te a c h e r  o v e r  to  th e h ote l 
f o r  r e fre sh m e n ts , b e fo r e  the c r o w d  
s u rg e d  th at w a y , L y n n  p o n d e r e d  th e  
s to ry  B ill h ad  to ld  h im . T h e  m a n  w h o  
h ad  d u g  u p  H e in ie ’ s h earth  ston es  w a s 
a cco u n te d  fo r ,  b u t w h o s e  w a s  th e fa ce  
th at lo o k e d  in  at th e  w in d o w  at d a w n ?  
A n d  w h o  o w n e d  th e  leg s  in  th e b u sh es 
b y  th e creek , an d  th e  g u n  that sen t b u l
lets h u m m in g  u p  th e  path  at L y n n ?

“ W e ll ,  a n y w a y , I  s id e -s te p p e d  the 
m o n e y  q u e stio n  w ith o u t  c o m in g  r igh t 
o u t  an d  te llin g  a lie ,”  L y n n  re m em b ered  
w ith  sa tis fa c t io n .

C H A P T E R  X V I I .

L Y N N  BUYS SHEEP.

" " T H E R E  is  a sa y in g  in  th e  an cien t 
w r it in g s  that, w h e n  O p p o r tu n ity  

k n o ck s  at the d o o r , th e ca rd  h e  leaves 
r e a d s : “ R e s p o n s ib ility .”  L y n n  had
p r o b a b ly  n e v e r  h ea rd  the w is d o m  o f  the 
a n cien ts  p u t in  ju s t  that fo r m , bu t h e

w a s  b e g in n in g  to  p r o v e  w ith in  h im se lf 
th e  tru th  o f  it.

T h is  w a s  m id -S e p te m b e r  an d  h e had  
b een  r ich  in  h is o w n  co n sc io u sn e ss  f o r  a 
m on th . F o r  th irty  d a y s , a lm ost, the 
b r o w n  ju g  h ad  rem a in ed  in  th e  w e ll, th e 
re p o s ito r y  o f  su ch  w ea lth  as h e  h ad  
n e v e r  d re a m e d  o f  p ossess in g . F o r  ju s t  
that n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  th e  th o u g h t o f  its 
a ctu a lity  h ad  b een  g e rm in a t in g  w ith in  
h is s o u l ; an d , lik e  J a ck  an d  h is  bean sta lk  
in  th e  o ld  n u rs e ry  ta le , th e  seed  had  
taken  r o o t  an d  w a s  se n d in g  u p  a  s tro n g  
p lan t to  flo w e r  in  th e  sun . T h e  n am e 
o f  the p lan t w a s “ a m b i t i o n a n d  it w a s  
g r o w in g  ap ace  a n d  c r o w d in g  o u t the 
litt le  fe a rs , th e little  d is co u ra g e m e n ts  
that h ad  filled  h is  m in d  a  m o n th  a g o .

N o w , h e  w a s  n o t  co n te n t w ith  k n o w 
in g  w h a t h e  k n e w  and w ith  w a it in g  u n til 
su ch  tim e  as h e  m ig h t s a fe ly  u se  that 
k n o w le d g e  a n d  th e  fo r tu n e  it co n ce rn e d . 
H e  w a n te d  to  g e t  o u t a n d  d o  som eth in g , 
m a k e  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  ra n ch  and  h im 
s e lf , w ith o u t w a it in g  f o r  a n o th e r  tu rn  
o f  th e  w h e e l o f  fo r tu n e . A n d  h is im 
p a tie n ce  h e ld  h im  silen t o n  th e  tra il to  
G re e n  R iv e r — silen t a n d  th o u g h t fu l, 
w ith o u t  b e in g  e x a c t ly  m o o d y . H u n t 
in g  s tra y s  w a s  p re tty  sm all b u sin ess  f o r  
h im  n o w , e v en  th o u g h  h e  h ad  fo u n d  
th em  a ft e r  tw o  w e e k s  o f  r id in g  and  
c o u ld  ju s t ly  co u n t  th e  resu lts  as the 
eq u iv a len t o f  e a rn in g  s ix ty  d o lla rs  a 
m o n th , w h ile  liv in g  a t h o m e  and lo o k 
in g  a ft e r  the fa m ily  as u su a l. B u t, w h at 
w a s  s ix ty  d o lla rs  a m o n th  to  a m an  
w o r th  n in e ty -tw o  th ou sa n d , e v en  su p 
p o s in g  h e w e r e  lu ck y  e n o u g h  to  k eep  
u p  that a v e ra g e  in  re w a rd  m o n e y ?  A  
m o n th  a g o  it  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  g o o d  
e n o u g h ; n o w  it d id n ’t a m o u n t to  a n y 
th in g  at all.

S h eep — th at w a s  J o h n  T r u e m a n ’ s 
id ea , an d  it w a s  a  g o o d  on e . B u t th ere  
w e r e  d ifficu lties , o f  co u rse . I f  h e  u sed  
p a rt o f  th e ir  la n d  f o r  p a s tu r in g  sh eep , 
h e  co u ld  n o t  tak e  ca ttle  to  w in te r— at 
least n o t so  m a n y . T h a t  w o u ld  cu t 
d o w n  th e  p a stu re  m o n e y ; a n d  h is  fa 
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th er  w o u ld  w a n t to  k n o w  w h y , and  
w o u ld  a ccu se  L y n n  o f  h o ld in g  o u t a  p a rt 
o f  it— o f  s tea lin g  it, in  so  m a n y  w o rd s . 
A n d  e v e r y  d o lla r  o f  th e p a stu re  m o n e y  
w as n e e d e d  to  fe e d  th e  fa m ily  an d  p a y  
the ta x es . O ld  J o e l w o u ld  n e v e r , so  
lo n g  as h e liv e d , c o n se n t to  h a v in g  sh eep  
o n  th e ran ch .

“ T h e r e ’ d  be  th e  d ev il to  p a y  all 
a r o u n d ,”  L y n n  s ig h ed , as h e g a v e  u p  th e 
n o tion  f o r  p erh a p s  th e f i ft ie th  tim e  in  
the p a st t w o  w eek s . “ I  g u e ss  I  ca n ’ t 
d o  it. I  m ig h t  ju s t  as w e ll fo r g e t  it and  
d o  so m e th in g  else. B u t w h a t?”

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  h a d  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  
w a n tin g  v e r y  m u ch  to  d o  a  ce rta in  
th in g , ca s tin g  a b ou t f o r  w a y s  o f  d o in g  
it, f in d in g  t o o  m a n y  ob sta cles  an d  g iv 
in g  u p  all h o p e , o n ly  to  h ave  th e  th in g  
a lm o s t  th ru st it s e lf  u p o n  y o u r  n o tice  
a g a in  a n d  d em a n d  a tten tion  o n c e  an d  
f o r  a l l ?  I t  w a s  s o  w ith  L y n n .

A  m ile  fa r th e r  d o w n  th e  ro a d , ju s t  
b e fo r e  h e ca m e  w ith in  s ig h t o f  G reen  
R iv e r , he m et a  h a ra sse d -lo o k in g  m an  
o n  a l iv e r y  h orse . L y n n  n o d d e d , ra n g e  
fa sh io n , an d  w o u ld  h a v e  r id d e n  o n , bu t 
th e  m an  s ig n a led  h im  to  s to p  a  m inu te .

“ S a y , d o  y o u  k n o w  w h e re  I  ca n  b u y  
fe e d  f o r  a  b u n ch  o f  sh eep  f o r  a  co u p le  
o f  d a y s ? ”  h e ask ed , re in in g  a lo n g s id e  
L y n n .

“ N o ,”  sa id  L y n n , w h ile  h is  n erv es  
tig h ten ed  an d  re la x e d  a ga in , a t th e  w a y  
in  w h ic h  the s u b je c t  ca m e  at h im . “ I  
c a n ’t sa y  I  d o . Y o u  m ea n  h ay , o r  
g ra ss  ? ”

“ I  m ean  a n y th in g  a  sh eep  ca n  eat. 
I ’v e  g o t  a  tra in lo a d  o f  sh eep  b a ck  h ere  
in  the s to ck y a rd s , an d  n o t a sp ea r o f  
h a y  o r  g ra ss  in  s ig h t to  fe e d  ’ em . A n d  
fe e d  ’ em  I ’v e  g o t  to , b e fo r e  I  ca n  g o  
on . I  d o n ’t k n o w  w h a t in  th u n d er  to  
d o ! ”

“ T o u g h  lu ck ,”  L y n n  o b se rv e d . A n d  
h e  d id  n o t  lim it h is  sy m p a th y  to  th e m an  
o r  to  th e  h u n g ry  sh eep , b u t in c lu d ed  
h im se lf. “ I f  y o u  h a d  ’em  o u t  c lo s e r  to
o u r  ra n ch --------  B u t th a t’ s a  fo r t y -m ile
d r iv e , an d  it  w o u ld n ’ t d o , o f  c o u r s e .”

“ N o ,”  th e m an  g lo o m ily  a g re e d , 
“ that w o u ld n ’ t d o . T im e  th e y  tra iled  
b a ck  th e y ’d  b e  h u n g r y  a n d  h a v e  to  b e  
fe d  a ga in , b e fo r e  w e  lo a d e d  ou t. I t  
su re  is th e d e v il ’ s o w n  lu ck . T h e s e  
c o w m e n  a ro u n d  h e re  w o u ld  b e  tick led  to  
d eath  to  see  th e w h o le  b a n d  s ta rv e  to  
d eath , I  s ’p ose . D a m n  sh am e, to o . 
T h r e e  th ou sa n d  h ead  o f  as fin e  a b u n ch  
o f  m e r in o  ew es  as y o u  e v e r  la id  eyes  
on . I ’m  ta k in g  ’ e m  b a ck  in to  N e b ra s k a  
to  w in te r . F o u n d  m y s e lf  o v e r s to c k e d , 
a n d  th e ra n g e  is p re tty  sh o rt  in  Id a h o  
th is  y ea r . D o n ’t y u h  k n o w  o f  a n y  ra n ch  
a ro u n d  h e r e  that w o u ld  sell m e  fo u r  o r  
fiv e  to n  o f  h a y ? ”

“ N o , I  d o n ’ t ,”  sa id  L y n n . “ N o t  u n 
less it w a s  J o h n  T r u e m a n . D id  y o u  a sk  
h im ? ”

“ I  gu ess  it w a s  h is  fo r e m a n  I  ta lked  
to . N o th in ’ d o in ’ . S a id  th e y  d id n ’t 
h a v e  a n y  h a y  to  sp a re .”

“ I  k n o w  T ru e m a n , an d  I ’m  g o in g  
th ere  n o w  w ith  th ese  h orses . I  ca n  see 
h im  a b ou t it m y s e l f ,  i f  y o u  lik e . I  
d o n ’t b e lie v e  h e ’d  let a b a n d  o f  sh eep  
starve , n o  m a tter  h o w  sh o r t  h e  is  o f  
h a y .”

“ H e ’ s a  c o w m a n , a in ’ t h e ? ”  T h e  
m a n ’ s ton e  w a s  sk ep tica l, b u t h e  s ta rted  
b a ck  w ith  L y n n , ju s t  as th e y  sa y  a 
d r o w n in g  m an  w ill c lu tch  a t a  straw .

S in ce  th e  ro a d  p assed  b y  th e  s to ck - 
y a rd s , th e y  s to p p e d  a n d  ro d e  o v e r  c lo se  
to  th e p en s  that co n ta in e d  th e  sh eep —  
p la in tiv e  little  an im als that h u d d le d  to 
g e th e r  an d  stared  u p  at th e  h o rse m e n  
w ith  a n x io u s  a m b e r  eyes . T h e ir  v o ic e s  
m in g le d  in  a  str id en t “ B a-a-a, ba-a-a—  
ba-a-a.”

“ T h a t ’ s m y  h e r d e r  o v e r  th ere  w ith  
th e  d o g s ,”  th e m a n  v o lu n te e re d , p o in t 
in g  to  a m an  sa u n te r in g  a im less ly  a cro ss  
the p ra ir ie  w ith  tw o  b la ck -a n d -w h ite  
sh ep h erd s  at h eel. “ I b ro u g h t  ’ em  a lo n g  
in  case  I  c o u ld  b u y  g ra z in g , b u t it lo o k s  
lik e  I  w o n ’t h a v e  m u ch  u se  f o r  ’e m .”

“ T h r e e  th ou sa n d  h ea d  o f  m e r in o s , d id  
y o u  s a y ? ”

“ T h r e e  th ou sa n d  h ea d  o f  as fin e
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m e r in o  e w e s  as y o u  ev e r  sa w . Y o u  
seen  ’em  at th e ir  w o r s t .”

“ U h -h u h .”  L y n n  stared  o f f  tc  the 
fa r th e r  h ills, tw is te d  h is  b o d y  in  the 
sa d d le  a n d  lo o k e d  b a ck  to w a rd  the 
y a rd s , w h e r e  a  lo w  d u st c lo u d  to ld  o f  
the restless m illin g  o f  the sh eep . H e  
ro lle d  a n d  lig h ted  a  c ig a rette . P o v e r ty  
c o m p le x  w a s  h a v in g  o n e  last and  lo s 
in g  a rg u m en t w ith  p ro s p e r ity  co n s c io u s 
ness, th o u g h  th e m an  b es id e  h im  g u essed  
n o th in g  o f  that. I t  ca m e to  th e  c lim a x  
o f  sp eech , h o w e v e r , w h e n  th ey  reach ed  
th e first sca tte r in g  sh ack s o f  th e tow n .

“ S a y , M r .--------
“ B r o w n ’s m y  n am e— Jam es M .

B r o w n .”
“ M r . B r o w n , i f  I  c a n ’t g e t y o u  an y  

h ay , w h a t ’ ll y o u  d o ? ”
“ R u n  ’ em  in to  th e r iv e r , I  g u e ss ,”  said  

M r . B r o w n  w ith  g lo o m y  b re v ity .
“ W h a t ’ ll y o u  take fo r  th e  h e rd — I 

m ean  the b a n d ? ”
“ H u h ?  W e ll ,  th e y ’ re  w o r th  tw o  d o l

lars a head , i f  th e y ’ re  w o r th  a  cen t. 
T h a t  is, th e y ’d  be w o r th  th at b a ck  h om e. 
I f  I  c o u ld  g e t th ir ty -fiv e  h u n d re d  d o l
la rs  sp o t ca sh , I ’d  sell ’em , a n d  h it th e  
n e x t  tra in  g o in g  w e s t ! ”

“ T h r e e  th ou sa n d  h ead , y o u  s a y ? ”
“ T h r e e  th ou sa n d  h ead  and  m a y b e  tw o  

o r  th ree  o v e r . T w o  g o t  d o w n  and 
sm o th e re d — bu t I  le f t  a  little  m a rg in  f o r  
lo s s . Y e s , th e y ’d  ta lly  all o f  th ree  th o u 
sa n d .”

“ U h -h u h .”  L y n n  sent o n e  m o re  
g la n ce  b a ck  to w a rd  th e s to ck y a rd s . 
“ C h ea p  e n o u g h , I  g u e ss .”

“ C h e a p ?  T h e y ’ re  a  g iv e -a w a y  at 
that p r ic e !  B u t w h a t ’s a  m an  g o in ’  to  
d o ? ”

T h e y  h a d  rea ch ed  the T ru e m a n  s to r e ; 
a n d  L y n n  w e n t s tra ig h t b a ck  to  the 
ra ile d -in  o ffice . B y  g o o d  lu ck , J oh n  
T ru e m a n  w a s  s ittin g  w ith  h is  fe e t  
c o c k e d  u p  o n  h is  d esk  and  a c ig a r  in  his 
m o u th . Y o u r  o ld -t im e  co w m a n  ca lls 
th at lu x u r io u s  id len ess , and  p erh a p s it 
is.

“ H o w d y , M r . T r u e m a n ,”  L y n n

g re e te d  w ith  h is  best sm ile , p u sh in g  h is 
hat to  th e  b a ck  o f  h is head . “ T h e r e ’s a 
m an  o u t h ere  w a n ts  to  b u y  fo u r  o r  five  
ton s  o f  h a y  to  fe e d  a tra in  o f  sh eep .”

“ T e ll  h im  m y  fo r e m a n  takes ca re  o f  
all that. B u t I ’v e  so ld  m y s e lf  sh o rt  on  
h a y , a n d  I  g a v e  P e te  o rd e rs  n o t  to  let 
a n y  m o r e  g o . B e tte r  tell h im  n o , and 
b e  d o n e  w ith  it .”

“ W e ll ,  in th at ca s e  th ere ’ s a b an d  o f  
m e r in o  e w es  g o in g  d irt  ch eap . I f  y o u  
ca n  see y o u r  w a y  c lea r  to  le n d in g  m e 
th e m o n e y , M r . T ru e m a n , I ’ ll tak e  y o u r  
a d v ic e  an d  g o  in to  th e  sh eep  b u sin ess  ?”

J oh n  T r u e m a n ’ s fe e t  cam e d o w n  o f f  
h is  d esk  an d  he l i f t e d  th e c ig a r  fr o m  the 
co r n e r  o f  h is m o u th  and  la id  it v e ry  
c a r e fu lly  d o w n , w ith  th e b u rn in g  end  
e x te n d in g  ju s t  fa r  e n o u g h  to  sa v e  the 
w o o d  f r o m  s co rch in g . F o r  a  m in u te  
L y n n  w a s  sca red , b u t in  th e  n e x t  b rea th  
h e  p u lled  h is  c o u r a g e  fo r w a r d  to  stand  
b es id e  h is  a m b ition . H e  n eed  n o t  h a v e  
w o r r ie d , h o w e v e r . T ru e m a n  w o u ld  
h a v e  e x p la in e d  that h e  w a s  m e re ly  g e t 
t in g  set to  talk  b u sin ess.

“ H o w  m u ch  y o u  g o in g  to  n eed , 
L y n n ? ”  h e  asked .

“ I ’ll w a n t fiv e  th ou sa n d ,”  L y n n  sa id , 
in  w h a t a p p ea red  to  b e  a p e r fe c t ly  ca lm  
and bu sin esslik e  ton e— b u t then , J oh n  
T ru e m a n  d id n ’t h a v e  a fin g e r  o n  L y n n ’ s 
p u lse  to  see h o w  it ju m p e d . “ T h e  sheep  
w o n ’ t c o s t  that m u ch . I  can  g e t th em  
f o r  th ir ty -fiv e  h u n d red . B u t I ’ ll have 
to  ca r r y  th em  a lo n g  to  sh e a r in g  tim e, 
a n d  that w ill take a little  m o n e y , o f  
co u rse . A s  I  to ld  y o u , D a d  w o n ’t b a ck  
m e  on  sh eep . H e  h ates the sm ell o f  
’ e m .”

T ru e m a n  g ru n te d  at that, an d  L y n n ’ s 
p u lse  s lo w e d  a la rm in g ly . B u t  it raced  
a g a in  w h en  T ru e m a n  sa id  d r y ly :

“ S h eep  a in ’t th e  sw eetest-sm e llin ’ 
f lo w e r  that g r o w s , I  adm it. B u t th ey  
m ean  m o n e y ; an d  J o e l H a y w a r d  n e v e r  
u sed  to  hate that so  v e ry  bad . S eem ed  
as th o u g h  he c o u ld  sm ell a d o lla r  ten  
m iles  o f f  an d  in  th e n e x t  cou lee . W e ll ,  
h o w ’d y u h  w a n t i t ?  N o te s  se cu red  b y
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the sh eep , I  s ’p ose . H o w ’d  y o u  w a n t 
it  sp lit u p ? ”

“ W e ll ,  I  h a d n ’t th o u g h t that fa r  y e t ,”  
L y n n  c o n fe s s e d  w ith  a b o y ish  flush  th at 
w o n  th e o ld  m an  co m p le te ly . “ T h e  
ch a n ce  ju s t  ca m e  to  m e. H o w ’d y o u  
th in k  it o u g h t  to  b e  a rra n g e d , M r . T r u e 
m a n ?  I ’d  w a n t  to  p a y  it o f f  as fa s t  as 
p o ss ib le , to  save  in terest a n d  g e t  th e 
sh e e p  c lea r . W h a t  d o  y o u  th in k  w o u ld  
b e  a b o u t r ig h t ? ”

“ W e -e l l -------- ”  T r u e m a n  p u lle d  a
sh eet o f  p a p e r  to w a rd  h im  a n d  to o k  u p  
a  p e n c il. “ L e t ’ s d o  a  little  f ig g e r in ’ 
h e re . T h r e e  th ou sa n d  m e r in o s , eh  ? I ’d  
a d v ise  y o u  to  g e t  a b o u t s ix ty  h ea d  o f  
g o o d  C o ts w o ld  ra m s. T h a t ’d  sta n d  y o u  
— sa y , a n o th e r  th ree  h u n d red . Y o u r  
w o o l  n e x t  sp r in g  o u g h t  to  n et y o u  so m e 
w h e r e  in  th e n e ig h b o r h o o d  o f  s ix  th o u 
san d  d o lla rs . B u t y o u ’ll w a n t to  k eep  
a  w o r k in g  cap ita l, o f  co u rse . T h e n  y o u  
o u g h t  to  h a v e  c lo se  to  f ifte e n  h u n d re d  
w e th e rs  n e x t  fa ll to  s e l l ; a n d  y o u  o u g h t 
to  c le a r  th ree  th ou sa n d  o f f  th em . T h e n  
th e  n e x t  s p r in g  y o u ’ v e  g o t  y o u r  y e a r lin ’s 
t o  shear— w e -e ll , sa y  w e  m a k e  o n e  n o te  
o f  tw o  th ou sa n d , d u e  o n e  y e a r  f r o m  
d a te , an d  a n oth er  f o r  th ree  th ou sa n d , 
d u e  tw o  y ea rs  f r o m  date. Y o u  sh o u ld n ’ t 
h a v e  a n y  tr o u b le  m e e t in g  th em , d o  y o u  
th in k  ?”

“ I  su re  w o u ld n ’ t, M r . T ru e m a n . 
T h a t ’ s a w a y  b e tte r  than  I  ev e r  e x p e c te d  
t o  d o . I  th in k  I  c o u ld  p a y  th em  b o th  
o f f  b y  a y e a r  fr o m  n e x t  s p r in g ; o r  a ft e r  
sh e a r in g  tim e , a n y w a y .”

“ P a y  ’em  o f f  a n y  tim e  y o u  w a n t to  
a n d  h a v e  th e  m o n e y ,”  T r u e m a n  g ru ffly  
to ld  h im . “ Y o u ’v e  g o t  to  lea v e  a m a r
g in  f o r  b a d  lu ck , rem em b er . S to rm s—  
y o u  m ig h t lo s e  h a lf  y o u r  b an d  n e x t  
w in te r , f o r  all y o u  k n o w -------- ”

“ N o t  m u ch  d a n g e r  o f  that, I  g u ess . 
I ’m  g o in g  to  w in te r  th em  at th e u p p e r  
ra n ch . T h e r e ’ s p le n ty  o f  sh e lte r  and  
g o o d  sh ed s th ere . I ’ ll h a v e  to  b u y  h a y  
th is w in te r , I  e x p e c t . I  d id n ’ t p u t  u p  
as m u c h  as I  m ig h t. D id n ’ t th in k  I ’ d  
n e e d  it, so  I  d id n ’ t p u t it u p .”

“ G o t  a n y  d o g s ? ”  T r u e m a n  lo o k e d  
u p  fr o m  th e  sca ttered  figu res .

“ I ’m  g o in g  to  t r y  a n d  b u y  th e  t w o  
w ith  th e  sh e e p .”

“ T h a t ’s a ll r igh t, then . H o w  s o o n  d o  
y o u  w a n t th e  m o n e y  ?”

“ W e l l ,”  sa id  L y n n  s lo w ly , “ I ’ ll h ave  
to  p a y  th is  m an  h is  th ir ty -fiv e  h u n d re d  
an d  let h im  g o  o n  h o m e . T h a t ’ s w h a t 
h e w a n ts  to  d o . A n d  se e in g  y o u ’ re  g o 
in g  to  ta k e  a m o r tg a g e  o n  th e  sh eep , M r . 
T ru e m a n , I  g u ess  y o u ’d  b e tte r  lo o k  o v e r  
h is  p a p ers  an d  see th at e v e ry th in g ’ s all 
stra igh t. T h e  s o o n e r  w e  g e t  th e d ea l 
c lo s e d , th e  s o o n e r  th o se  p o o r  little  le v ils  
ca n  b e  tu rn e d  o u t  w h e r e  th ey  ca n  g e t  a 
b ite  o f  g ra ss  o n ce  in  a  w h ile . I  ca n  
g r a z e  ’ em  o u t to w a rd  th e ra n ch . I  d o n ’t 
k n o w  w h e r e  h e  fe d  ’ e m  last tim e, b u t 
th e y ’ re  h o lle r in g  th e ir  h ead s o f f  f o r  
s o m e th in g  to  ea t.”

“ A l l  r ig h t , g o  b r in g  y o u r  m a n  h ere  
a n d  w e ’ll f ix  it  u p  r ig h t  n o w ,”  sa id  
T r u e m a n , p ic k in g  u p  h is c ig a r  aga in . 
A n d  h e ch u ck le d  to  h im s e lf  a t th e  lo n g  
step s  L y n n  to o k  o u t  o f  th e  store .

R a n g e m e n  r id e  fa s t  w h e n  th ey  k n o w  
ju s t  w h e re  th e y  a re  g o in g  a n d  are in  
a  h u r r y  to  g e t  th ere . T h e y  tran sact 
th e ir  b u sin ess  in  th e  sa m e w a y . W h e r e 
fo r e , in  le ss  th an  a n  h o u r  L y n n  fo u n d  
h im s e lf  th e so le  o w n e r  o f  th ree  th o u 
sa n d  h u n g ry  sh eep , tw o  tra in ed  d o g s , 
a n d  a  s iza b le  b a n k  a cco u n t . In c id e n 
ta lly , h e  fo u n d  h im s e lf  in  d e b t  to  th e  
tu n e  o f  fiv e  th ou sa n d  d o l la r s ;  b u t that 
d id  n o t  im p re ss  h im  at all— f o r  h a d n ’ t 
h e  a  y e a r  in  w h ic h  to  m eet the first 
n o t e ?  A n d  a  y e a r  is  a lo n g , lo n g  tim e, 
w h e n  o n e  is  tw e n ty -tw o .

W it h  th e  h e rd e r , a  p h le g m a tic  S w e d e  
w h o m  h e  h ire d  f o r  a m on th , L y n n  s to o d  
b y  the s to ck y a rd  w in g  fe n c e , w h ile  th e 
d o g s  w e n t in  an d  h a rr ie d  th e  sh eep  o u t  
o f  th e  c o r r a l. H is  h ea rt ro se  in  h is  
th ro a t  a n d  s tu ck  th ere , h e ld  b y  s o m e  
e m o t io n  he d id  n o t  try  to  n a m e, as th e  
w o o l ly  b an d  ca m e  s trea m in g  past h im , 
a  g o a t  in  th e lea d , th e ir  sh a rp  litt le  
h o o f s  cu tt in g  th e  b a k ed  so il an d  se n d in g
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u p  d u st th at s tu n g  th e  n ostrils . L o n e y  
sn o rte d  an d  fo u g h t  th e  b it , w a n tin g  to  
cu t  an d  ru n  f o r  it, b u t L y n n  h e ld  h im  
w ith  a  firm  h and .

“ Y o u ’v e  g o t  to  g e t  u sed  to  ’ em ,”  he 
a d m o n ish e d  th e h o r s e  in  a  v o ic e  to o  
h u s k y  to  sou n d  as ca re less  as h e w ish ed . 
“ T h e y ’ re  o u rs , a n d  y o u  m ig h t as w ell 
m a k e  th e  b est o f  it. T im e  y o u ’v e  tra iled  
’ em  fo r t y  m iles  y o u ’ ll g e t  u sed  to  the 
s m e l l !”

C H A P T E R  X V I I I .
RESPONSIBILITY.

O  L O W L Y ,  a cro ss  th e  p ra ir ie  th at la y  
°  b e tw een  G re e n  R iv e r  a n d  th e  W in d  
R iv e r  R a n g e , a sm all g r a y  c lo u d  d r ifte d , 
th e  p a tte r in g  as o f  ra in  u p o n  th e  earth  
c o m in g  f r o m  th e  sh a rp -p o in te d  little  
h o o fs  o f  th e  b a n d . T h e  S w e d e  w a lk ed  
s to lid ly  a lo n g  b e h in d  th em . N o w  and 
th en  h e  w o u ld  l i f t  h is to u g h  s ta ff o f  
p ee led  w illo w  to  p o in t  to w a rd  th e  w a y 
w a r d  o n es  o f  th e  fle ck , w h o  sou g h t 
sw e e te r  m o rse ls  o f  g ra ss  o u t  a w a y  fr o m  
the r e s t ; th en  a  d o g  w o u ld  g o  s cu rry in g  
th at w a y , h is sh rill, s ta cca to  b a rk  so u n d 
in g  fa in t ly  a b o v e  th e  b la tt in g  o f  the 
sh eep . A n d  th e s tra g g le rs  w o u ld  halt 
an d  stan d  g a z in g , th e ir  v a ca n t a m b er 
ey es  f ix e d  u p o n  th e b la ck  ball r o llin g  
s w ift ly  d o w n  u p o n  th e m ; th en  th ey  
w o u ld  lea p  in to  su d d en  flig h t, in  fe a r  
o f  th ose  n ip p in g  teeth  at th e ir  heels.

T h e  sq u a re  c lo u d  w o u ld  b en d  in w a rd  
as th e d o g  p a ssed , th e  h in d m ost sheep  
ru sh in g  fo r w a r d  u p o n  th ose  b e fo r e . 
T h e n , w ith  th e  w a n d e re rs  o n ce  m o re  
w a lk in g  w ith  th e  rest, th e d o g  w o u ld  
j o g  b a ck  t o  h is  m aster, red  to n g u e  
la p p ed  d o w n  o v e r  h is  teeth , as h e  p an ted  
a f t e r  the run .

R id in g  s lo w ly  b e h in d , w ith  L o n e y  
fr e t t in g  n e r v o u s ly  w ith  h is b it, im p a 
tien t o f  th e  p a ce  th e y  m u st k e e p  and  
it ch in g  f o r  th e lo n g , fr e e  lo p e  at w h ich  
h is  m a ster  u su a lly  ro d e , L y n n  fe lt  h im 
s e lf  at last a m an  o f  su b sta n ce  in the 
lan d . M o n e y  h id d e n  a w a y  in  a w e ll w as 
s tu ff o f  d re a m s , b u t th is  w a s  som eth in g

th e  w o r ld  co u ld  lo o k  u p o n  an d  en v y  
h im . T h r e e  th ou sa n d  sheep— so m e 
th in g  to  w a tch  o v e r , to  ca re  f o r ,  to  see 
g r o w  in to  m a n y  ban d s. N e x t  sp r in g , 
w h en  the lam bs cam e, h e sh ou ld  have—  
w ell, J oh n  T r u e m a n  a n d  th e h e rd e r  
a g re e d  that h e sh o u ld  co u n t  o n  n in e ty - 
fiv e  p e r  ce n t  in crea se , i f  the flo ck  had 
p ro p e r  care . B u t  w ith  m o r e  m od est 
e x p e cta tio n s , h e w o u ld  h a v e  fiv e  th o u 
san d  sh eep , a ll to ld , n e x t  fa ll. T w o  
ban d s to  c a r r y  o v e r  to  sp r in g , a n oth er 
lam b  c r o p , a n o th e r  w o o l  c ro p — L y n n  
g r e w  d iz z y  as h e lo o k e d  in to  th e  fu tu re  
an d  sa w  h im s e lf  th e o w n e r  o f  m a n y  
flock s.

A n d  th en  a su d d en  th o u g h t p ie rce d  
th e  d rea m  in  a b lin d in g  flash  o f  p e rce p 
tion . W h y  h a d n ’ t h e  d o n e  th is b e fo r e ?  
H e  c o u ld  h ave , ju s t  as ea s ily  as h e  had 
d o n e  it n o w . L a s t  fa ll a n d  the fa ll b e 
fo r e  th ere  h a d  b een  tra in loa d s  o f  sh eep  
u n loa d ed  in  G re e n  R iv e r  to  f e e d ; an d  
th ey  c o u ld  h ave  b e e n  b o u g h t  f o r  a so n g  
beca u se  h a y  w a s  sca rce  an d  g ra z in g  
s ca rce r  a n d  th e  sh eep m en , d isg u sted  
w ith  c o n d it io n s , w e n t  h u n tin g  som e  o n e  
to  take th e ir  sh eep  o f f  th e ir  h and s at 
a lm ost a n y  p r ice .

W h y  h a d n ’t h e  b o r r o w e d  m o n e y  and  
b o u g h t  sh eep  last fa l l ?  H e ’d be  in d e 
p en d en t o f  an y  secre t h o a rd  o f  w ea lth  
n o w , i f  h e  h ad  d o n e  it. J o h n  T ru e m a n  
w o u ld  h a v e  len t h im  th e  m o n e y  ju s t  as 
ch e e r fu lly . H e  d id n ’t k n o w  L y n n  had 
a  tw o -g a llo n  ju g  fu ll o f  o n e -th o u s a n d - 
d o lla r  n otes .

“ F a r  as h e k n o w s , I  h a v e n ’ t g o t  a 
d im e ,”  L y n n  m u s e d ; “ so  it  is n ’t the 
m o n e y  that m a d e  m y  c r e d it  g o o d  w ith  
h im . I  g u e ss ” — h e stared  o u t  o v e r  
th e  flo ck , t r y in g  to  fo rm u la te  the 
th ou g h t in  w o r d s — “ I g u e ss  th e  m o n e y  
h e lp ed , th ou g h . H e  d id n ’ t k n o w  I ’v e  
g o t  it, b u t I  k n ew  it, an d  it g a v e  m e  
th e  n erv e  to  ask  h im  f o r  a  loa n . T h a t ’ s 
all th e  d if fe r e n c e  it m ak es, fa r  as I  can  
see. B u t th a t’ s a w h o le  heap , i f  a n y 
b o d y  sh ou ld  ask  y o u ! ”

T h a t  n ig h t th e y  b e d d e d  th e sheep
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d o w n  b es id e  a little  stream  th at em p tied  
in to  the B ig  S a n d y  a  fe w  m iles  fa r th e r  
on . A t  th e rate  th e y  w e r e  tra v e lin g , 
th e y  w o u ld  b e  s ix  m o r e  d a ys g e ttin g  
h om e . L y n n  k n e w  h is m o th e r  a n d  R o s e  
w o u ld  b e  w o r r ie d  a b ou t h im ; b u t h e 
d id n ’t see w h a t he co u ld  d o  a b ou t it, u n 
less he m a d e  a n ig h t r id e  h o m e  an d  to ld  
th em .

B u t th ere  h e stu ck . H e  co u ld n ’ t tell 
h is  m o th e r  h e  h ad  b o u g h t a b u n ch  o f  
sheep . I t  w o u ld  sh o ck  h er  an d  w o r r y  
her, and  th e  th o u g h t o f  h is  d eb t w o u ld  
h au n t her, w a k in g  a n d  s leep in g . S o  
fa r  had  sh e  co m e  u n d e r  th e  in flu en ce  o f  
o ld  J o e l th at sh e  fe a r e d  d eb t ev en  m o re  
than  sh e  fe a re d  h is fr e q u e n t  ra g es , an d  
a  n ick el lo o k e d  lik e  d o lla rs  to  her. S h e  
had  fre tte d  o v e r  th e im p r o v id e n c e  L y n n  
had  sh o w n  w ith  h is tw e n ty  d o lla rs , and  
h ad  q u iz z e d  a n d  cou n te d , in  fe a r  that h e 
had g o n e  in to  d e b t  f o r  so m e  o f  the 
th in gs  and  w a s a fr a id  to  te ll her. N o , 
h e ce r ta in ly  c o u ld  n o t let h is  m oth er  
k n o w  a b ou t th e  sh eep . E v e n  i f  sh e  a p 
p ro v e d , she m ig h t le t s lip  a w o r d  to  
ro u se  J o e l ’ s su sp ic ion s , and  i f  that e v e r  
h ap pen ed  l i fe  w o u ld  b e  im p o ss ib le  f o r  
the w h o le  fa m ily .

H e  m ig h t  r id e  h o m e  an d  tell th em  
h e  had  a  sh o rt  jo b  o f  r id in g . T h e n  h e 
co u ld  b r in g  b a ck  a ro ll o f  b lan k ets— a 
p a ck  ou tfit, ev en . S ix  d a y s  an d  n igh ts  
in  th e op e n , w ith o u t so  m u ch  as an  e x 
tra  co a t , w a s n ’ t g o in g  to  b e  a n y  jo k e , 
f o r  th e  n igh ts  w e r e  g r o w in g  n ip p y  w ith  
th e  h in t o f  c o m in g  fro s t . H e  hated  to  
lie  to  h is  m o th er , b u t it w o u ld n ’ t rea lly  
be  a  fa lse  statem en t. H e  d id  h a v e  a 
j o b  o f  r id in g , h e assu red  h im se lf.

T h a t n ig h t L y n n  w a tch e d  th e sun  g o  
d o w n  u p o n  th e tired  flo ck , w h ile  the 
d o g s  w o l fe d  th e  m ea t scra p s  h e  had  
b e g g e d  fr o m  the b u tch e r  in  to w n  f o r  
th em , an d  the h e rd e r  w o r k e d  h is  w a y  
stea d ily  th ro u g h  a  h u g e  h a m -a n d -e g g  
sa n d w ich , L y n n  d e c id e d  that h e  w o u ld  
ra th er r id e  all n ig h t than  sit th e re  o n  
th e  p ra ir ie . S o  h e  w a te re d  L o n e y  an d  
stru ck  o u t.

S u ch  w a s  h is  r id in g  th at h e  rea ch ed  
th e ran ch  a little  a fte r  m id n ig h t and  g o t  
h is  ou tfit to g e th e r  b e fo r e  h e  slep t, 
p r o w lin g  h e re  a n d  th e re  w ith  a  la n te rn  
to  fin d  w h a t h e w a n te d . A t  th e  b re a k  
o f  d a y  h e  w e n t t ip to e in g  a ro u n d  th e 
k itch en , g e tt in g  h is  o w n  b r e a k fa s t . H e  
w a s  e a tin g  it w h e n  R o s e  ca m e  in , y a w n 
in g  and  ru b b in g  the s leep  fr o m  h e r  eyes.

“ G o o d  la n d !”  she w h is p e re d , w ith  a 
g la n ce  to w a r d  th e  l iv in g -r o o m  d o o r , 
w h ich  L y n n  h a d  s o f t ly  c lo se d . “ W h a t ’ s 
th e  m a tter , L y n n ?  W h a t  k ep t y o u ?  I  
s ta y ed  a w a k e  till a lm ost m id n ig h t-------- ”

W it h  a cu p  o f  c o f fe e  in  o n e  h and  and 
a  la rg e  slice  o f  b rea d  an d  b u tte r  in  th e 
o th er , L y n n  tilted  h is  h ead  to w a r d  th e 
d o o r , b e ck o n in g  h er  o u ts id e . T h e y  w en t 
stea lth ily , an d  L y n n  to ld  h is  s to ry . 
C o u ld  she lo o k  a fte r  th in g s  fo r  a w e e k  
o r  s o ?  T h e  b o y s  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  sta y  
h o m e  an d  d o  the ch o re s . H e ’d  see  to  
that. H e ’d  o f f e r  th em  a n o th e r  d o lla r  
a p ie ce  to  lo o k  a f t e r  th e  ra n ch , b u t h e 
s im p ly  had  to  g o ;  h e h ad  a  ch a n ce  to  
m a k e  so m e  m o n e y .

“ Y e s , th a t’ s all r ig h t  to  tell M o m ,”  
R o s e  sa id  w h ile  sh e  e y e d  h im . “ B u t 
y o u ’ v e  g o t  s o m e th in g  u p  y o u r  s leev e , 
L y n n . W h y  d o n ’ t y o u  tell m e ? ”

“ M a y b e , w h e n  I  c o m e  b a ck , S is . I t ’s 
a ll r ig h t— I rea lly  h a v e  g o t  a  j o b .  J o h n  
T r u e m a n  staked  m e to  it. B u t I ’ ll o n ly  
b e  g o n e  a fe w  d a y s— a w e e k  at m o st . 
I ’m  ta k in g  a p a ck  ou tfit— h a v e  to  ca m p  
o u t .”

“ W e ll ,  th e re ’ s som ething. Y o u  ca n ’t 
f o o l  m e .”

B u t L y n n  o n ly  la u g h ed  an d  h u rr ie d  
o f f .  P re se n t ly  R o s e  sa w  h im  lea ve  th e 
co r ra l, le a d in g  o ld  P a tr ic k  w ith  a fu l l -  
s ized  p a ck  o n  h im , an d  f r o m  the p a ce  
h e  to o k  d o w n  th e ro a d  sh e  ju d g e d  that 
h is  j o b ,  w h a te v e r  it m ig h t b e , w a s  u r 
g en t. I t  w a s— m o re  u rg e n t  th a n  L y n n  
k n e w .

H e  a rr iv e d  at the g r a z in g  b a n d  a lit 
tle  b e fo r e  n o o n , and  th e h e rd e r  g re e te d  
h im  w ith  so m e th in g  a k in  to  r e lie f .

“ S o m e  fa lle r  co m e s  th is  m o r n in g  a n d
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m a k es  m ean  ta lk  f o r  m e ,”  h e  d ra w le d . 
“ H e  ta l m e  I  shall n o t  s ta y  o n  th is  co u n 
t r y  w ith  sh eep . I  tal h im  h e  shall g o  f o r  
h ell an d  m y  b o ss  is  c o m e  p re tty  q u ick . 
S o  I  p o in ts  m y  g u n  a n d  th em  fa lle r  g o  
a w a y .”

“ W h o  w a s  it , I  w o n d e r ?  D id  y o u  
tell th em  a n y th in g ?  S a y  w h e r e  y o u  
w e re  h ea d ed  f o r ? ”

“ V a l ,”  sa id  th e  S w e d e , lo o k in g  m ild ly  
r e p r o a c h fu l, “ I  d o n ’t tal. I  d o n ’t k n o w .”  
T h e n , w ith  h is  s tick , h e d re w  a  sy m b o l 
in  th e du st o f  a bare  sp o t  b e tw een  g ra ss  
tu fts . “ B ra n d  lik e  that is o n  th e  h o r s e ,”  
h e said .

“ T h e  D o l la r  ou tfit, e h ?  W e ’v e  g o t  
t o  tra il a cro ss  a c o r n e r  o f  th e ir  ra n ge , 
to o , in  o r d e r  to  g e t  w a te r . B u t w e ’v e  
d o n e  fa v o r s  e n o u g h  f o r  th em , a n d  I  
g u e ss  w e  ca n  c ro s s , all r ig h t. T h e y  
th o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  so m e  stra n g e  ou tfit. 
T h e n  I  tell th em  th e  sh eep  a re  m in e  
a n d -------- ”

“ V a l, I  ta l th em  it ’ s H a y w ir e  is 
o w n e r , an d  th e y  g iv e  so ch  a  lo o k , an d  
th e y  la u g h .”

“ H a y w ir e ? ”  L y n n  b it  h is  lip . 
“ W h e r e ’d  y o u  g e t  th a t? ”

“ V a l, in  to w n  I  g o  f o r  o n e  g u d e  b ig  
d r in k  o f  b e e r  a n d  so m e  m an s is ta lk 
in g  b y  th e  b a r, an d  sa y in g  H a y w ir e  is 
tu rn  sh e e p -h e rd e r  a lrea d y . T h e y  sa y  
H a y w ir e  is b o u g h t sh eep  f r o m  Id a h o  
m an  an d  th e  fu n  is b e g in  n o w . I  tank  
th is fu n  is m a y b e  s h o o t in g  a n d  I  b u y  
shells t o  g o  in  m y  g u n .”  T h e  h e rd e r  
d r o p p e d  a h and  in to  h is  sa g g in g  co a t  
p o ck e t  a n d  d r e w  u p  tw o  b o x e s  o f  c a r 
tr id g e s . “ N o b o d y  is g o in ’ t o  la y  m e 
o u t  o n  p ra ir ie  w ith  b u lle t h o les  in  m y  
sk in ,”  h e  a d d e d  g r im ly .

L y n n  la u g h e d , b u t h is  ey es  h ad  a  h a rd  
g litte r  th at h a d  n o t b een  th ere  w h e n  h e 
r o d e  u p  to  th e  flo ck .

“ S a y , w h a t ’ s y o u r  n a m e ? ”  h e  b e 
th ou g h t h im  t o  in q u ire .

“ H e lg e  H a lv o r s e n , an d  in  Id a h o  so m e  
ca tt lem en s  ca ll m e  ‘ H e l l ’ H a lv o r s e n  b e 
ca u se  th e y  d o n ’ t m o n k e y  w ith  m y  sh eeps 
o r  I  k ill s o m e b o d y .”  F o r  th e firs t  t im e

s in ce  L y n n  firs t  m e t h im , th e  h e rd e r  
sm iled .

“ S o  th e  fu n  b eg in s  n o w , d o e s  i t ? ”  
A n d  L y n n  sm iled  b a ck  at H e lg e , a p 
p ra is in g  h im  n o w  as a m an  an d  a  c o m 
rad e , ra th er  th an  ju s t  as a  sh e e p -h e rd e r  
an d  n o  m o re . N o w  h e  sa w  that H e lg e ’ s 
d r o o p in g  sh o u ld e rs  w e r e  v e r y  b r o a d  an d  
m u scu la r  an d  th at h is  s lo u ch in g  w a lk  
b e lied  th e lo n g , s tu rd y  legs . H e lg e ’ s 
eyes  w e r e  v e r y  b lu e  an d  as c le a r  as a 
lak e  u n fr e tte d  b y  a n y  b re e ze . S o m e  
sp ir it  w ith in  L y n n  re sp o n d e d  n o w  to  the 
p la c id , s tr a ig h t fo r w a r d  lo o k , as it h a d  
n o t  d o n e  b e fo r e . W h a t  h e  h ad  m is 
taken  f o r  s tu p id ity  h e n o w  read  as that 
s tren g th  o f  p u r p o s e  w h ich  n o th in g  ca n  
daunt.

“ I  d o n ’t su p p o se  y o u  k n o w  w h e th e r  
it w a s  a D o l la r  m a n  sa id  that o r  n o t ,”  
h e sa id  th o u g h t fu lly . “ I t  d o e s n ’t m at
ter, th ou g h . I  b ro u g h t  m y  rifle  a n d  
sh o tg u n  a lo n g  to  sh o o t  g a m e  f o r  us and  
the d o g s , an d  p ic k  o f f  a n y  w o lv e s  that 
m ig h t co m e  p r o w lin g  a ro u n d  th e  b an d . 
B u t i f  a n y b o d y  tr ies  t o  s to p  us f r o m  
g e tt in g  th ese  sh eep  h om e-------- ”

“ Y o u  b e tch a  m y  l i f e !  I  tan k  v e  
d o n ’ t v o r r y  o u r s e lfs ,”  H e lg e  g r in n e d .

T h e n , su d d en ly , he l i f t e d  h is s tick  and  
p o in te d  to w a r d  a  ra g g e d  fr in g e  o f  the 
g r a y  p a tch  m o v in g  s lo w ly  d o w n  in to  a 
sh a llow  basin . “ Y o u ,  S h e p ! W a y  
ro u n d  ’ e m !”

S h e p , th e  d o g  w ith  w h ite  co lla r  and 
th e  tu ft  o f  w h ite  o n  h is tail, w e n t 
strea k in g  o f f  a ro u n d  th e  flo ck , w h ile  
H e lg e , the o th e r  d o g  at h is  heels , tu rn ed  
an d  w a lk e d  lo ite r in g ly  in  th e o th e r  d i
re c t io n , le a v in g  L y n n  to  h is  o w n  re fle c 
tion s . H e lg e  a t least w a s  n o t  w o r r y in g , 
a n d  h is  ca lm  attitu d e  se rv e d  to  stead y  
L y n n ’ s n erv es  an d  m o o d . H e  d id  n o t 
w a n t to  h a v e  tro u b le  w ith  th e  D o lla r  
ou tfit , w h o s e  ra n g e  a d jo in e d  th e H a y 
w a rd  fe n ce s  a n d  w h o s e  ca ttle  fe d  o n  
H a y w a r d  g ra ss  d u r in g  th e  w in te r . I t  
w a s  n o t that h e  lik e d  o r  tru sted  S a u n 
d ers , w h o  o w n e d  th e  D o l la r  b r a n d ; h e  
d id  n e ith er . B u t  q u a rre lin g  w ith  h is
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n e ig h b o rs  h e ld  n o  p la ce  in  L y n n ’ s p lan s. 
A l l  h e w a n te d  o f  th e m  w a s  t o  b e  let 
a lon e .

A l l  d a y  h e w a tch e d  th e  p ra ir ie  b eh in d  
h im , an d  saw  n o  r id e rs  b o b  in to  sigh t 
o v e r  a  h ill, as h e  h a lf  e x p e c te d . T h a t 
n ig h t th e y  b e d d e d  the sh eep  in  a h o l
lo w  a ro u n d  W il lo w  S p r in g , w h e r e  the 
fe e d  w a s  g o o d  a n d  th e w a te r  a b u n 
d an t— a n d  w h e re  th e ir  ca m p  w o u ld  n ot 
b e  seen  f r o m  a d ista n ce . B u t a lth ou g h  
h e an d  H e lg e  d iv id e d  th e n ig h t in to  tw o -  
h o u r  w a tch e s  th e y  w e r e  n o t  m o le s te d , 
and  th e  sh eep , fu l l - fe d  a n d  satisfied  to  
f o l lo w  th e ir  lea d er , th e  g o a t  w h ich  
H e lg e  ca lled  H a n s , started  o f f  b r isk ly  
in  the c o o l  o f  su n rise , p a tte r in g  to w a rd  
th e  h ills a n d  th e ir  n e w  h om e .

S te p  b y  step , r o d  b y  ro d , th e y  d rew  
fa r th e r  in to  th e  h ills— fa r th e r  in  u p o n  
th e  D o l la r  R a n g e , t o o ;  b u t L y n n  c o u ld  
n o t  h e lp  that. T h o s e  ew es  w e r e  p re 
c io u s  n o w  in  h is  s ig h t an d  h e  w o u ld  n o t 
r isk  th e  l i f e  a n d  w e ll-b e in g  o f  o n e  o f  
th em  b y  f o r c in g  th em  a cro ss  th e h igh , 
d r y  u p la n d , w h e r e  th ere  w a s  n o  w a ter . 
O n e  sh eep  lo s t  n o w  m ea n t o n e  lam b  th e  
less n e x t  sp r in g , o n e  c lip p in g  th e  less 
o f  w o o l ;  a n d  h e  w o u ld  n o t e v en  c o n 
s id e r  ta k in g  th e  r isk . F o r  a y o u n g  m an  
w h o  had  h e r e t o fo r e  co u n te d  all h is 
m o n e y  in  th e  p a lm  o f  o n e  h an d , so  to  
sp eak , L y n n  w a s  d e v e lo p in g  a  ca n n y  
re g a rd  f o r  fu tu r e  p ro fits— w o r t h y  the 
resp ect e v en  o f  h is  fa th e r , h a d  o ld  J o e l 
k n o w n  o f  it.

T h e  w a r m  h o u rs  lo ite re d  th ro u g h  the 
d a y , an d  still n o  h o rsem en  b o r e  d o w n  
u p o n  th em  fr o m  a n y  d ire c t io n  to  q u e s 
t io n  th eir  r ig h t  o f  p assage . T h e  S w e d e  
p lo d d e d  h e r e  an d  th ere  b eh in d  th e  g r a z 
in g  flo ck , th e  co a t  h e h ad  w o r n  in  the 
ch ill m o r n in g  tied  ro u n d  h is  m id d le , a 
g e n e ro u s  p in ch  o f  s n u ff tu ck ed  in s id e  
h is  lip . N o t  a  g la n ce  d id  h e  cast b e 
h in d  h im , s o  fa r  as L y n n  co u ld  d is 
c o v e r . E ith e r  h e  d id  n o t  ca re  w h e th e r  
th e  tw o  r id e rs  e v e r  re tu rn ed , o r  h e 
p la ced  im p lic it  c o n fid e n ce  in  h is  n ew  
b o ss  an d  g a v e  n o  th o u g h t to  a n y th in g

b e y o n d  h is sh eep . H is  s to lid  a lo o fn e s s  
th rew  L y n n  b a ck  u p o n  h im s e lf  in  a w a y  
that b e g a n  to  ra sp  h is  n erv es . A n d  a ll 
at o n ce , in  e a r ly  a ft e r n o o n , h e  m a d e  u p  
h is  m in d  w h a t h e  m u st d o .

T h e y  w e r e  o n  h ig h  g r o u n d , th e  la n d  
s lo p in g  g e n t ly  a w a y  f o r  m iles  b eh in d  
th em . T h e  s m o k e  o f  a  tra in , ly in g  lik e  
a  d r o o p y  b la ck  fe a th e r  a g a in st th e  sk y  
in  th e  sou th , s h o w e d  w h e re  G re e n  R iv e r  
la y  d r o w s in g  u n d e r  th e la z y  S e p te m b e r  
sun. F o r  so m e  m in u tes  L y n n  s tu d ied  
th e  c o u n t r y  o v e r  w h ic h  th ey  h ad  tr a v 
e led . T h e n  h e  tu rn e d  an d  r o d e  o v e r  
to  H e lg e , h o ld in g  o u t th e lea d  r o p e  o f  
the p a ck  h o rse  as h e  a p p ro a ch e d .

“ I ’m  g o in g  to  r id e  o v e r  to  th e  D o l la r  
R a n ch  an d  see  th e  o ld  m a n ,”  h e  a n 
n o u n ce d  cu r tly . “ I f  a n y  o n e  co m e s  
w h ile  I ’m  g o n e , ju s t  k id  ’ em  a lo n g  till 
I  g e t b a ck . I  w o n ’t  b e  m o r e  th a n  a  
c o u p le  o f  h ou rs . A n d  h a n g  o n to  P a t 
r ick — an d  h a n g  o n  tigh t. H e ’ ll w a n t 
to  fo l lo w , an d  h e  m ig h t  je r k  lo o s e , i f  
y o u  d o n ’ t w a tch  o u t .”

“ H e  d o n ’ t y e rk  lo o s e  b y  m e ,”  H e lg e  
p ro m ise d .

A n d  w h e n  L y n n  re tu rn ed , w e ll w ith in  
th e  stip u la ted  t im e  a n d  w ith  L o n e y  w e t 
to  th e  ears to  sh o w  h o w  fa s t  h e  h ad  
tra v e led , H e lg e  re tu rn e d  P a tr ic k ’ s lea d  
ro p e  a n d  w e n t o n  a b o u t h is b u sin ess , 
w ith o u t so  m u ch  as a  q u e stio n  in  h is  
eyes.

A  lo n e  ju n ip e r  s ta n d in g  o u t w h e re  it 
a p p a re n tly  h a d  n o  b u sin ess  t o  b e , b u t 
n ev erth e less  m a k in g  a va lia n t, b u sh y  
g r o w t h  th ere  o n  th e  p ra ir ie , te m p te d  
L y n n  a ft e r  h is  r id e . H e  r o d e  o v e r  to  
it, saw  that th e  sh eep  had  n o t  g ra z e d  
th at fa r  u p  th e  h ill, u n b r id le d  the tw o  
h o rse s  an d  h o b b le d  th em . T h e n , c r a w l
in g  u n d e r  th e  lo w e r  b ra n ch e s  w h e re  th e 
sun  c o u ld  n o t  fin d  h im , h e  la y  d o w n  
w ith  h is head  p illo w e d  u p o n  h is fo ld e d  
arm s. A s  h e c lo se d  h is  eyes , im m e 
d ia te ly  a n  en d less  r iv e r  o f  g r a y  w o o l ly  
back s seem ed  to  f lo w  a w a y  a n d  a w a y  
to  th e  sk y  lin e , an d  u p o n  th a t w a v e r 
in g  cu rre n t  h is  th o u g h ts  d r if t e d  in to



HAYWIRE 117

d re a m in g  a n d  th en  in to  d eep , u n tro u 
b le d  s lu m b er.

L o n e y ’ s lo u d , ch a lle n g in g  w h in n y  
w o k e  h im  su d d en ly . B y  th e  len g th  o f  
th e tree  sh a d o w  o n  th e  g ra ss  h e  k n ew  
that h e  h ad  s lep t t w o  h o u rs  o r  m o re , 
a n d  h e  c ra w le d  ou t, lo o k in g  first to  see 
h o w  fa r  th e  sheep  h ad  g o n e  d u r in g  h is  
little  siesta . L o n e y ’ s h ead  w a s  u p  an d  
h e w a s  s ta r in g  o f f  in  th e d ir e c t io n  th e  
b a n d  h a d  tak en , an d  as L y n n  g o t  u p o n  
h is  fe e t  h e  s a w  w h a t h ad  a ttra cted  the 
h o r s e ’ s a tten tion . W it h  an  oa th  h e 
sn atch ed  th e b r id le  f r o m  w h e re  it  h u n g  
o v e r  th e  sa d d le  h o r n , s lip p ed  th e  b it 
b e tw e e n  L o n e y ’ s teeth  a n d  w ith  th e  n e x t  
m o t io n  s lid  th e  h ead sta ll in  p la ce  an d  
s to o p e d  to  th e  h ob b les . In  ten  m o re  
se co n d s  h e  w a s  te a r in g  d o w n  th e s lop e , 
th e  p a ck  h o r s e  w h in n y in g  a fte r  h im  and 
m a k in g  litt le  a w k w a rd  ju m p s  fo r w a r d  
w ith  h is h o b b le d  fo r e fe e t ,  t r y in g  h is 
b es t t o  k e e p  up .

C H A P T E R  X I X .

HELL HALVORSEN GETS ACTION.

AS h e  raced ' a lo n g  th e  tra m p led  zo n e
w h e re  th e  sh eep  h ad  p assed , L y n n ’ s 

fin g ers  w 'ere b u s y  w ith  the sad d le  
s tr in g s . H e  p u lled  h is  rifle  f r o m  b e 
n eath  h is  th ig h  a n d  p u m p e d  a  shell in to  
the ch a m b e r  as h e w e n t , b u t h is  eyes 
w e r e  fo c u s e d  u p o n  w h a t w a s  ta k in g  
p la ce  d o w n  b e lo w .

T h r e e  h orse m e n , h a v in g  v e r y  e v i
d e n tly  c ir c le d  th e  b a n d , w h ile  k eep in g  
th em se lv es  w e ll o u t  o f  s igh t, h a d  r id 
d en  u p  in  f r o n t  o f  th e sh eep  an d  ro p e d  
H a n s , th e g o a t . N o w  th e y  w e r e  h a lf  
lea d in g , h a lf  d r a g g in g  h im  s tra ig h t 
a w a y  f r o m  th e  c o u r s e  to w a r d  a p o in t  
h a lf  a m ile  d istan t w h e r e  P a c if ic  C reek  
cu t th ro u g h  h ig h  ban k s. T h e  sheep  
w e r e  fo l lo w in g  h es ita tin g ly , h a lf  in 
c lin ed  to  d o u b t th e  w is d o m  o f  f o l lo w 
in g  th e ir  o ld  le a d e r  w h e n  h e acted  so  
q u e e r ly ; h a lf a fra id , to o , o f  the h o r s e 
m en , th o u g h  th ese  w e re  w ise  e n o u g h  in  
th e ir  d e v ilt r y  to  g o  q u ie tly  a b ou t th eir

p lan  o f  d e s tru ctio n . F o r  y o u  sim p ly  
ca n n ot sta m p ed e  a  b an d  o f  sh eep  as ca t
tle  a re  s ta m p ed ed . Y o u  m u st g e t the 
lea d er  t o  start in  a  ce r ta in  d ire c t io n , and  
w h e r e  th e  le a d e r  g o e s  th e  sh eep  w ill 
f o l lo w — an d  o n c e  started  th e y  w il l  f o l 
lo w  b lin d ly , e v e n  to  th e ir  o w n  certa in  
death .

A r o u n d  th e  w o r r ie d  b an d  H e lg e  H a l -  
v o rs e n  w a s  ru n n in g  w ith  g re a t  str id es , 
h is  d o g s  ra c in g  s ilen tly  b e fo r e ,  an d  
w h e re  th e y  p a ssed  th e  sh eep  ru sh ed  in  
u p o n  the m id d le  o f  th e  flo ck . B u t still 
th e y  w e r e  s w in g in g  to  fo l lo w  H a n s , 
ev en  th o u g h  th e y  m ig h t d o u b t  th e  p r o 
p r ie ty  o f  h is  b e h a v io r , sk a tin g  a lo n g  
w ith  b ra ce d  fe e t  at th e en d  o f  a rop e . 
H e  w a s  th e ir  lea d er . Y o u  m a y  equal 
bu t y o u  ca n n o t  su rp ass th e  u n q u e st io n 
in g  lo y a lty  o f  a  sh eep . I f  H a n s  w en t 
o v e r  th e h ig h  b a n k , th en  h is  sheep  
w o u ld  g o  o v e r  th e h ig h  b a n k  a n d  p ile  
u p  b e lo w  a n d  d ie  th ere , a n d  it  w o u ld  
tak e  sh a rp  w o r k  to  p re v e n t it.

L y n n  sa w  it a l l ; saw  th e  w h o le  d e v il
ish  p la n , saw  h o w  h e  m ig h t  in  the n e x t  
h a lf  h o u r  lo o s e  h a lf  h is  b an d  i f  the 
fien d s w e r e  n o t  s top p ed . H is  r ifle  w en t 
to  h is  sh ou ld er , b u t a t that d ista n ce  he 
co u ld n ’t b e  su re  o f  h is  a im , w ith  L o n e y  
at a r u n ; s o  h e  w a ited  to  c o m e  c lo se , 
a n d  in th e  m o m e n t  o f  h es ita tion  the 
S w e d e  s top p ed  still in  h is tra ck s , took  
c a r e fu l a im  a cro ss  h is  ben t le f t  arm , 
a n d  fired .

T h e  m an  d r a g g in g  th e  g o a t  je rk e d , 
c la w e d  f o r  th e  h o r n , an d  to p p le d  s id e - 
w is e  fr o m  h is  h orse , w h ich  stop p ed . 
T h a t s top p ed  th e g o a t , n a tu ra lly , and  
th e  sh eep  s to p p e d  a lso  a n d  h u d d led  
c lo se , heads u p  an d  sta rin g . H e lg e  fired  
aga in , bu t th e  o th er  tw o  h o rse m e n  had 
v e e re d  o f f ,  and  w e r e  o u t o f  s ix -sh o o te r , 
ra n g e  b e fo r e  the h e r d e r  c o u ld  d o  
fu r th e r  d a m a g e ., L y n n  th rew  dust at 
th e ir  h eels  w ith  a  b u lle t o r  tw o , b u t 
L o n e y  w a s  n o t  m u ch  u sed  to  g u n fire  
a n d  L y n n  had  a ll h e  c o u ld  d o  to  h o ld  
h im . S o  h e ca m e  c h a rg in g  d o w n  u p o n  
the scen e  ju s t  as H e lg e  rea ch ed  th e
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w o u n d e d  m an , w h o  w a s n o w  s tru g g lin g  
to  g e t  u p o n  h is fee t .

“ C o m e  o n  b a ck  h ere , y o u  y e llo w  d o g s , 
and  h e lp  y o u r  p a r d n e r !”  L y n n  sh ou ted  
a f t e r  th e  o th e r  tw o . H e  w o u ld  h a v e  
a d d ed  m o r e  t o  h is  co m m a n d , b u t  h is  
g la n ce  had  fa llen  u p o n  the in ju r e d  m an , 
an d  a ston ish m en t h e ld  h im  d u m b  f o r  a  
m in u te . T h e  m an w a s  H a n k  M ille r .

“ S in ce  w h en  d id  you  g e t t o  b e  a  D o l 
la r  m a n ? ”  h e  d em a n d ed  co n te m p tu o u s ly , 
d ism o u n tin g  b es id e  H a n k .

“ S am e tim e y o u  tu rn ed  sh eep - 
h e rd e r , I  g u e s s !”  H a n k  sn a rled  b a ck , 
h is  r igh t p a lm  p ressed  h a rd  a g a in st h is 
le f t  co lla r  b on e . “ G it  y o u r  sh eep  t o  h ell 
ou ta  h e r e ! T h is  is D o l la r  lan d . I ’ll 
h ave  y o u  in th e  p en  f o r  th is .”

“ O h , n o  y o u  w o n ’t ! ”  L y n n  re torted , 
w ith  th e sa m e con te m p tu o u sn e ss  in  h is  
ton e . “ I  c o u ld  h a v e  y o u  in  th e p en  i f  
I  w a n te d  to , f o r  t r y in g  to  k ill m y  
sh e e p .”

" Y o u r  s h e e p !”  V e n o m  seem ed  a l
m o st  to  seep  v is ib ly  b e tw e e n  H a n k  
M il le r ’s c le n ch e d  teeth .

“ Y e s , m y  sh eep . B o u g h t  an d  paid  
f o r ,  i f  th at’ s a n y  b u sin ess  o f  y o u rs . 
A n d  sin ce  y o u ’ re  r id in g  a D o lla r  h orse , 
I ’ll ju s t  k in d ly  in fo r m  y o u  that I ’v e  
g o t  a r ig h t to  d r iv e  m y  sh eep  a cro ss  
D o lla r  la n d .”

“ Y o u ’ re  a d am n  l i a r ! ”  H a n k  ch a rg e d  
v ic io u s ly , a d d in g  m o re  to  the statem ent.

“ A n d  y o u ’v e  g o t  a b u sted  sh ou ld er , 
o r  I ’d  lick  sev en  k in d s  o f  ta r  o u ta  y o u  
f o r  that re m a rk ,”  L y n n  sa id .

H e  tu rn ed  to  the t w o  o th ers , w h o  
w e r e  r id in g  u p  s lo w ly  u n d e r  th e  w a tch 
fu l eyes o f  th e  h e rd e r , w h o s e  g u n  si
le n tly  w a rn e d  th em  a ga in st a n y  o f fe n 
s iv e  w o r d  o r  a ction . “ H e r e , y o u  t w o !  
P u t  y o u r  fr ie n d  o n  h is h o rse  an d  get 
ou ta  h e r e ! ”

“ Y o u ’ re  p re tty  b la m e  su re  o f  y o u r 
s e lf ,  seem s to  m e ,”  th e  o ld e r  o f  th e 
tw o , P e te  W ild e r , g r o w le d  u neasily . 
P e te  had  b een  w a g o n  b o ss  f o r  the D o l
la r  ou tfit f o r  the last fo u r  o r  fiv e  y ea rs , 
an d  L y n n  k n ew  h im  w e ll, s in ce  it  w a s

u su a lly  P e te  w h o  had  ch a rg e  o f  th e ca t
tle  p a stu red  o n  H a y w a r d  lan d .

“ Y e s , I ’m  p re tty  su re  o f  m y s e lf . I ’v e  
g o t  a p e r fe c t  r igh t to  be  su re .”  L y n n  
g a v e  h im  a h a rd  sm ile .

“ W h e r e ’ s y o u r  a u th o r ity  f o r  g r a z in g  
sh eep  o n  o u r  la n d ?  O r  sh o o t in g  o u r  
m a n ?  T h a t ’ s c a r r y in g  th in gs  w ith  a 
m ig h ty  h ig h  h and — fo r  o n e  o f  th e  H a y 
w ir e  b u n c h !”

“ A l l  r ig h t, g e t  u sed  to  it, P e te . Y o u ’ ll 
h a v e  to , so m e  tim e. O f  co u rse , w h e n  
it c o m e s  to  a u th o r ity  fo r  c r o s s in g  m y  
sh eep  h ere , y o u  m ig h t r id e  u p  an d  take 
a lo o k  at th is. Y o u  k n o w  o ld  S a u n 
d e r s ’ w r it in g , I  g u e s s ; y o u  o u g h t  to , 
a n y w a y .”

U n d e r  H e lg e ’ s u n y ie ld in g  b lu e  eyes  
W ild e r  e d g e d  c lo se  an d  ben t to  read  
th e  p a p er  L y n n  h e ld  o p e n  b e fo r e  h im , 
its co rn e rs  fla p p in g  w ith  a fa in t s la p 
p in g  so u n d  in  th e b reeze . In  S a u n d e rs ’ 
b o ld , s tra g g lin g  h a n d  it u n d o u b te d ly  w a s  
w ritten , and  it s a id :

To W hom It M ay Concern:
Lin Haywood has got m; permission to 

take his sheep acrost my land onto his own 
ranch. J. L. Saunders.

“ Y o u r  s h e e p ! S eem s to  m e  y o u ’ re 
corn in ’  u p  in  the w o r ld  all o f  a su d 
d e n ! Y o u  m u st ’ v e  fe ll h e ir  to  a  f o r 
tu n e, to  b e  b u y in ’  a b u n ch  o f  sh eep  th e  
s ize  o f  th is  o n e . T o o k  ’em  o n  sh ares, 
I  g u e ss  y u h  m ean , d o n ’t y u h ? ”

“ N o ,”  sa id  L y n n  e v en ly , “ I  m ean  
ju s t  e x a c t ly  w h at I  sa y , as a  ru le . I f  
it ’ s a n y  in terest to  y o u , h e re ’ s th e  b ill o f  
sa le, w ith  th e T w o - l in k  b ra n d , w h ich  I 
sen t in  to  h a v e  r e co rd e d  in  m y  nam e. 
I  o w n  e v e r y  h o o f  o f  th e m ; e v e ry  b la t 
y o u  h e a r  a ro u n d  y o u  co m e s  fr o m  m y  
sh eep . L e t  th a t so a k  in , w ill y o u  ? B e 
ca u se  th ere ’ s g o in g  to  be m o r e  o f  ’em  
s o m e  d a y , an d  y o u  m ig h t as w e ll g e t  
u sed  to  th e id e a .”

“ W h e r e ’d  you  g it  th e  m o n e y  to  b u y  
sh e e p ?  Y o u  n e v e r  h ad  tw o  d im es to  
ru b  to g e th e r  in  y o u r  pants p o ck e t— n o t 
s in ce  I ’v e  k n o w e d  y u h ,”  P e te  b lu rted .
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“ I  g o t  it, all r ig h t. W h e r e , is  n o n e  o f  
y o u r  d a m n ed  bu sin ess . N o w , take H a n k  
an d  h it the b re e z e , y o u  t w o .”  L y n n  
fo ld e d  h is  p re c io u s  d o c u m e n t  o f  o w n 
ersh ip — that is, the c o p y  w h ich  h e had 
ask ed  fo r ,  s in ce  th e  o r ig in a l w a s  b e in g  
r e c o r d e d — a n d  s to w e d  it  s a fe ly  in  an  
in s id e  p o ck e t  o f  h is  coa t.

“ D o n ’ t n eed  to  a sk  w h e re  h e  g o t  it ,”  
H a n k  M il le r  sn eered , an  ev il g la n ce  g o 
in g  to  L y n n . “ I  g u e ss  i f  o ld  H e in ie  
c o u ld  ta lk-------- ”

“ Y o u  d o n ’t w is h  h e  co u ld , d o  y o u ? ”  
L y n n  flashed  b a ck . “ S o  y o u ’ re  a n oth er  
o n e  that th o u g h t  H e in ie  h ad  m o n e y ! 
G la d  y o u  le t that p a rticu la r  ca t ou ta  
th e  b a g , H a n k . I ’v e  b een  w o n d e r in g  
a  g o o d  d ea l a b o u t y o u ! ”

“ Y o u ’ll w o n d e r  o n c e  t o o  m a n y  i f  y o u  
a in ’ t c a r e f u l !”  H a n k  sn a rled . H e  sent 
a  lo o k  to w a rd  th e  b ig  h e rd e r , w h o s e  
g u n  still c o v e r e d  th e th ree  o f  th em  and 
w h o s e  eyes  n e v e r  w a v e re d  in th e ir  ca lm , 
c o ld  stare . N o w  th e  S w e d e  sp o k e  to  
L y n n .

“ I  ta n k  y o u  sh o u ld  take a v a y  the 
g u n s ,”  h e  sa id . “ I t  b e  y u s t  lik e  som e  
fa lle r  f o r  la y in g  b e h in d  r o c k s  f o r  sh o o t 
in g  in  th e b a ck .”

“ I  g u e ss  y o u ’re  r ig h t ,”  L y n n  a greed , 
an d  fo r th w ith  re lie v e d  th em  o f  their 
g u n s . “ Y o u ’ ll fin d  th em  a t th e  D o lla r  
R a n c h ,”  h e  sa id , “ a b o u t  n e x t  S u n d a y . 
G u ess  y o u  ca n  d o  w ith o u t th em  till 
th en . H e r e , H a n k , is y o u r  ro p e . D o n ’t 
b e  s o  f r e e  p il in g  it  o n  o th e r  fo lk s ’ 
p r o p e r ty , o r  y o u  m ig h t lo s e  it. S o  lo n g  
— and i f  I  n e v e r  see  y o u  aga in , th at’ ll be 
so o n  e n o u g h !”

“ Y o u  w a i t ! ”  c r ie d  H a n k  th ro u g h  set 
teeth , a lm ost b e s id e  h im s e lf  w ith  pain  
an d  a n g er . “ S o o n  as I  ca n  h a n d le  m y 
s e l f  a g a in  I ’ ll su re  f ix  y o u  f o r  t h is !”

“ Y o u  sh od  o p p ! ”  H e lg e  a d v ised  d is 
p a ss ion a te ly . “ F o r  o n e -h a lf  p e n n y  I  
f ix  y o u  g u d e  r ig h t  n o w !”

“ A w ,  c o m e  o n !”  M o s e  W e ld o n , the

o th e r  r id er , n o w  sp o k e  u p . “ W e  g o t  
o f f  w r o n g , th at’ s all. I f  S a u n d e rs  says 
th ey  ca n  c ro s s , th a t ’ s n o  sk in  o f f  m y  
n ose . L e t  ’ em  a lo n e !”

“ S a u n d e rs  is  c r a z y  w ith  th e  heat, 
th at’ s a ll,”  P e te  W ild e r  g ru m b le d , 
w h ile  h e  h e lp ed  H a n k  u p  o n  h is  h orse . 
“ N o w  w e ’ v e  g o t  to  tak e  th is b ird  b a ck  
to  G re e n  R iv e r , to  a  d o c t o r .”  H e  
tu rn ed  to  L y n n  w ith  a sm ile  th at b e 
to k e n e d  n e ith er  fr ie n d lin e ss  n o r  m irth .

“ A i l  r ig h t, H a y w ir e , i f  y o u  th in k  
y o u ’ re  g o in g  to  h a v e  a n y  lu ck  ra is in ’ 
sh eep , fly  a t i t !”  h e sn eered . “ Y o u  g o t  
m y  p e rm iss io n  to  t r y ! ”

“ T h a n k s !”  L y n n  re to r te d  d ry ly , an d  
w a v e d  th em  a  m o c k in g  ad ieu  as th ey  
ro d e  a w a y .

W h e n  th e y  w e r e  g o n e  and  th e  h e rd e r  
w a s  so m e w h a t r e g r e t fu l ly  p u ttin g  a w a y  
h is  g u n  b e fo r e  h e  tu rn ed  h is  e x p e r t  a t
ten tion  u p o n  th e  sheep , L y n n  tu rn ed  
an d  ey ed  h im  th o u g h t fu lly  f o r  a m o 
m en t.

“ H e lg e , I  g u ess  y o u ’v e  le t y o u r s e lf  
in  f o r  a p erm a n en t jo b ,  i f  y o u  w a n t 
to  s ta y ,”  h e  said . “ H o w  a b o u t i t ? ”

“ I  y u st  vas g o in g  to  ask  f o r  y o b ,”  
H e lg e  g r in n e d  u p  at h im . “ H e y , S h e p ! 
Y o n n ie , ’w a y  ro u n d  ’e m ! H a n s !  G it  
a  v ig g le  on  y o u ! V e  lo s e  so m e  tim e a l
r e a d y ! H e y - y ! ”

T h e  d o g s  sp ra n g  in to  th e ir  w o r k , th e 
g o a t  sh o o k  h is h o rn s , to  see , p erh a p s , i f  
th ey  w e r e  on  so lid , an d  started  th e n ip 
p in g  w a lk  fo r w a r d  that, s lo w  as it w a s , 
y e t le f t  the cre e p in g  m iles  b eh in d  them .

B y  th e  tim e L y n n  had  o ld  P a tr ick  
fr e e  o f  his h ob b les  and  w a s  r id in g  to 
o v e rta k e  h is  w o o l ly  trea su re , th e band 
w a s  g r a z in g  a lo n g  a ft e r  H a n s  as se
re n e ly  as i f  n o  little  d ra m a  h ad  been 
p layed  that d a y  b e fo r e  th e ir  fo o l is h  a m 
b e r  eyes. B u t L y n n ’ s b lo o d  w a s  s low  to 
co o l, an d  he ro d e  th o u g h t fu lly , h is  eyes 
f ix e d  fr o w n in g ly  u p o n  th e  h ills  b e fo r e  
h im .

T o  be concluded n ext w eek.



Jimmy, when he went up to that lumber camp, gloried in the new, broad, exhilarate 
ing life. Yet he found that an evil spirit could spread corruption there as well as any 
other place. And Jimmy, because he was the man he was, took steps to wipe it out.

JI M M Y , ”  sa id  th e  F r e e r  L u m b e r  C o . 
t o  h is s o n  a n d  n a m esa k e , “ d o  y o u  
rea lly  m ea n  th at y o u ’re  c o m in g  in to  

th e  b u s in ess  w ith  m e  f o r  k eep s ?”
“ Y e s , d a d ,”  J am es rep lied , lo o k in g  

as se r io u s  as a  se n a to r  re c e iv in g  a n o m i
n a tion . “ I t  t o o k  m e  a lo n g  tim e to  
m a k e  u p  m y  m in d , b u t, i f  y o u ’ll take 
m e , I ’m  h ere  to  s t ick .”

F a th e r  a n d  son  lo u n g e d  at ease in  
d e e p  w ic k e r  ch a irs  o n  th e  b ro a d  p o rch  
o f  th e ir  o ld - fa s h io n e d  h o m e  in  L a k e  
S tre e t . T h e  ch a irs  w e re  n o t o n ly  b ig  
b u t bu ilt to  c a r r y  w e ig h t a n d  en d u re  
s tra in s . T h e y  h a d  to  be . F a th e r  w as 
a ll o f  s ix  fe e t  a n d  h ea v ily  b u ilt , w h ile  
J im m y  w as th ree  in ch es  a b o v e  that 
h e ig h t an d  w e ig h e d  all o f  tw o  h u n d re d  
a n d  tw en ty  net. M o r e o v e r , h e w a s  so

su d d en  an d  stre n u o u s  in  h is  m o v e m e n ts  
th at th e o n ly  fe a r  in  h is  y o u n g  l i f e  w as 
th e  c o n s ta n t fe a r  o f  w r e c k in g  th e  flim sy  
fu r n itu r e  o f  h is  o r d in a r y -s iz e d  fr ie n d s . 
J u st n o w , h o w e v e r , the F r e e r s  w e re  so  
p la c id  a ft e r  a  g o o d  h o m e  d in n e r  th at 
n e ith e r  ch a ir  so  m u c h  as crea k ed .

“ I ’m  g la d  y o u ’ r e  c o m in g  in ,”  sa id  the 
s e n io r ;  “ g la d  y o u ’ re  in . N o w  that 
y o u ’v e  m a d e  u p  y o u r  m in d , I ’m  w o r r y 
in g  a  little— w h e th e r  I  h a v e n ’t p u sh ed  
y o u  a m ite  to o  h a rd  a lo n g  the w a y  I  
w a n ted  y o u  to  g o . I  k n o w  y o u  h a d  a  
g re a t  a m b itio n  to  teach , a n d  y o u -------- ”

“ T h a t ’ s a ll r ig h t, d a d ,”  J im  in te r 
ru p ted . “ Y o u  h a v e n ’t d r iv e n  m e  a ga in st 
m y  ju d g m e n t . I  d id  w a n t  to  teach , a n d  
I  d o  w a n t to  tea ch , b u t y o u r  a rg u m en t 
s w u n g  m e  a f t e r  I  th o u g h t it  a ll o u t—
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th a t i f  I  d o  as w e ll as y o u  e x p e c t  in 
b u s in ess , I  sh a ll b e  ab le  w ith in  a  fe w  
y ea rs  to  p r o v id e  h a lf  a  d o z e n  tea ch ers  in 
m y  p la ce . T h a t ’s s o u n d  h o rs e  sense, 
d a d , i f  y o u ’ ll e x c u s e  m y  s it t in g  in 
ju d g m e n t  o n  y o u r  p r o p o s a l, a n d  I  g u ess  
the p r o fe s s io n  o f  te a ch in g  n eed s  h o rse  
sen se  a b o u t as m u ch  as a n y . Y e s ;  I  
m a d e  u p  m y  m in d  last fa l l .”

“ L a s t  f a l l ? ”  M r . F r e e r  rem a rk ed  in  
a  ca su a l to n e , y e t  s c ru t in iz in g  h is  son  
k een ly . “ T h a t  rem in d s  m e. I  rea d  in 
E d g r e n ’s co lu m n  a b o u t a  w o n d e r fu l  b ig  
fo o tb a ll  p la y e r  in  so m e  co lle g e  d o w n  
y o u r  w a y  w h o  k n o ck e d  o u t  a  h ea v y 
w e ig h t  p u g ilis t  w ith  ease in  a  p r iv a te  
t r y -o u t , an d  then  b ro k e  the h eart o f  the 
p r o m o te r  w h o  w a n ted  to  tak e  h im  o u t 
o f  th e  team  a n d  m a k e  h im  the ch a m 
p io n  o f  the w o r ld . ‘K i d ’ S la v in , o r  
som e  su ch  n a m e. H e  w a s  re d -h o t  
a b o u t i t ;  sa id  th e y o u n g s te r  h a d  tu rn e d  
d o w n  a  c o ld  m illio n  d o lla rs . Y o u  k n o w  
a n y th in g  a b o u t  i t ? ”

“ W h y — er— y e s ,”  J im m y  re p lie d ,
flu sh in g  p in k , th en  d eep  red , f r o m  h is 
c o lla r  t o  th e  sh a g g y  b r o w n  c o w lic k  
a b o v e  h is  b r o w . “ I  b e liev e— er— s o m e 
th in g  lik e  that. I  m ean , it w a s  su b 
sta n tia lly  tr u e .”

“  ’T w a s  y o u , w a s n ’t i t ? ’
“ W h y — er— w ell, y es , d a d ,”  J im m y  

c o n fe s s e d . “ B u t S la v in  p ro m ise d  n ot 
t o  g iv e  m e  a w a y . N o b o d y  k n o w s  I d id  
it, an d  I ’m  k e e p in g  it q u ie t . F a c t  is, 
i f  fe l lo w s  th in k  y o u  ca n  p u n ch , th e y ’re 
a lw a y s  tr y in g  to  p u t y o u  u p  aga in st 
s o m e  g o o d  m a n , an d  it ’ s a  b la m ed  n u i
san ce . D o n ’t let m o th e r  k n o w . N o  use 
w o r r y in g  h e r .”

“ N o t  a w o r d  w ill I  sa y , J im m y . B u t, 
te ll m e , w as th e b ig  fe l lo w  y o u  k n o ck e d  
o v e r  a n y  g o o d ? ”

“ P r e t ty  sp e e d y ,”  the b ig  b o y  a n 
sw e re d . “ C o u ld  h it so m e , t o o .”  A n d  
h e a b se n t-m in d e d ly  ru b b e d  the le f t  side 
o f  h is  ch in , w h e re  “ R ig h t -c r o s s ”  O a k es  
h a d  c ra sh e d  a h o t  o n e  on  h im  an d  
d o w n e d  h im .

“ L o o k  h ere , I  d o n ’ t w a n t to  sep a 

ra te  y o u  f r o m  a  m illio n  d o lla rs , s o n ,”  
sa id  the sen ior . “ I f  y o u  rea lly  ca n  
c lea n  u p  lik e  that in  tw o  y e a rs , as 
S la v in  sa id  y o u  c o u ld , it  m ig h t  be w o rth  
y o u r  w h ile . L u m b e r  ca n  w a it. T o o k  
m e  tw e n ty  y ea rs  t o  m a k e  m y  first 
m illio n . A n d  b o x in g  is a  d e ce n t b u s i
n ess n o w a d a y s . L o o k  at G en e  T u n n e y , 
r ich  an d  .re s p e cte d ; d e se rv e s  it, to o . 
D o n ’ t le t m e  stand  in  y o u r  l ig h t .”

“ N o t h in g  d o in g , d a d ,”  J im  ch u ck le d . 
“ I  m ig h t  w in  o u t  a n d  I  m ig h tn ’ t. O ld  
‘ J im m y  th e  G r a y , ’ o n e  o f  o u r  fo o tb a ll  
ru b b ers , u sed  to  b e  w e lte r  c h a m p io n  
y ea rs  a g o . I  a sk ed  h im  a b o u t  it o n e  
d a y , a n d  h e sa id  so m e th in g  I ’ ll n ever  
f o r g e t :  ‘T h e r e  a in ’t n o th in ’ in  fig h tin ’ , 
and  ev en  them  that liv es  b y  it d o n ’t lay  
b y  the m o n e y .’ I ’v e  m a d e  u p  m y  m in d : 
I  d o n ’t w an t to  b e  e ith er a  ch a m p  o r  a 
P h .D . I ’m  co m m itte d  to  lu m b e r .”

T h e  F r e e r  L u m b e r  C o . rea ch ed  o v e r , 
g ra sp e d  h is  s o n ’ s h a rd  r ig h t  h a n d  a n d  
s h o o k  it h eartily .

“ Y o u ’ ll n e v e r  re g re t it, fa r  as I  ca n  
h e lp ,”  h e  sa id . “ A n d  the h ard est 
fig h ter  in  th e w o r ld  ca n  g e t  all th e battle  
he w a n ts  in  th e  lu m b e r  b u s in ess— fig h t
in g  a cc id en ts  an d  flo o d s  a n d  sn o w s  an d  
fre e z e s  an d  th a w s th a t c o m e  at the 
w r o n g  tim e. S a y , J im , d o  y o u  k n o w  
w h at a  lu m b e r  m an  has t o  d o ?  T h e  
lu m b erm a n  is th e  fe l lo w  w h o  goe_> u p  
a ga in st n a tu re  e v e ry  tim e h e tack les  a 
j o b ,  a n d  he e ith er  w in s  a b ig  stake o r  
h e gets  k n o ck e d  fla tter  than  a cu ll sh in 
g le . F ig h t in g ’s h a r d ; fo o t b a ll ’ s h a r d e r ; 
bu t lu m b e r in g ’s h e ll. T h in k  y o u ’ll b e  
h a p p y  ?”

“ T r y  to  s t ick  a ro u n d , s ir ,”  sa id  
J im m y  so b e r ly . H e  h ad  sp en t tw o  w in 
te r  v a ca tion s  in the w o o d s , w o rk e d  
h a rd  and  e n jo y e d  e v e r y  m om en t, so  
he k n e w  little  o r  n o th in g  a b ou t the d a rk  
s id e  o f  th e p ictu re . O f  co u rse , he h ad  
sw u n g  h is  a x  f o r  h o u rs  in  a  te m p era tu re  
o f  tw e n ty  b e lo w  z e ro , b u t that w as at 
a  tim e w h e n  the co ld  w a s  n o  d ra w b a ck  
b u t  fitted  in w ith  the w o r k  p ro g ra m  
an d  rea lly  k ept th in g s  g o in g  b r isk ly . H e
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h a d  n e v e r  seen  th e c a r e fu lly  fr o z e n  lu m 
b e r  roa d s  w ip e d  o u t b y  a  trea ch e ro u s  
th a w , o r  a  w h o le  c a m p  g r o u c h  it s e lf  in to  
in e ffic ien cy  b eca u se  th e  ' c o o k  serv ed  
th em  w ith  d ish es  h e  lik ed  in stead  o f  
d ish es th e y  lik ed . A n d  te m p e ra m e n t! 
T a k e  a m ix tu re  o f  p r im a  d on n a s , ten ors , 
b aseba ll stars an d  m o v ie  m a rv e ls , m u lt i
p ly  it  b y  ten , an d  y o u ’ ll h a v e  so m e th in g  
lik e  a lu m b e r  c re w , a lth ou g h  n o t qu ite  
s o  sen sitive . T o o  m u ch  p ra ise  o r  t o o  little  
h a n d lin g — a n y  o n e  o f  th ese , an d  y o u r  
ou tfit  is w re ck e d , a n d  in stea d  o f  g e tt in g  
o u t  y o u r  tw e lv e  m illio n  fe e t  o f  lu m b er 
y o u ’ ll b e  lu ck y  to  g e t  s ix .

T h e  w o r s t  o f  it is that i f  th in g s  g o  
w r o n g  in  a lu m b e r  ca m p  th ey  a re  p re tty  
ap t t o  stay  w r o n g ;  f o r  y o u  are  a w a y  
o f f  in  th e  w o o d s , b e y o n d  the rea ch  o f  
c iv iliz a t io n , in  a track less  fo r e s t  w h ere  
th e  h a n d  o f  m an  has n e v e r  set fo o t ,  
as the f e l lo w  says. I f  f o r  a n y  re a so n —  
y es , o r  f o r  a n y  w h im — y o u r  w o o d s  
o u tfits  tu rn s so u r , th ere  is n o th in g  to  
d o  b u t try  to  save w h a t y o u  ca n  fr o m  
th e ru in s— fo r  ru in ed  y o u ’ll su re ly  b e  
u n less som e  m ira c le  sets th in g s  r igh t.

S h ip  o u t  th e  m u tin o u s  c r e w  a n d  sh ip  
in  a n e w  c r e w , d o  y o u  s u g g e s t?  T h in k  
f o r  a  m o m e n t . I f  y o u  w e re  cu tt in g , 
say , s ix  m iles  b a ck  o f  L a k e  P e m a d u n - 
q u e e c o o k  an d  fo u n d  that y o u r  ap p les  
h ad  g o n e  bad , y o u  c o u ld n ’t fe tch  in  
g o o d  o n e s , w ith  s n o w  ten  fe e t  d eep  all 
a ro u n d  an d  th e n ea rest ra ilro a d  b lo c k 
a d ed . M u c h  less c o u ld  y o u  sh ip  in  
n e w  m en . T h e  h u m a n  m ech a n ism  o f  a  
lu m b e r  ca m p  is lik e  th e steel m ech a n ism  
o f  an  a irsh ip — a s tru ctu re  o f  th e  h ig h 
est k n o w n  p o w e r , u n ch a n g e a b le  o n c e  
it ’ s started , that sp eed s  to  its d estin a tion  
w ith o u t a  fa u lt , o r , th ro u g h  so m e  sligh t 
m ish a p , p lu n g e s  to  d es tru ction .

S o  it w a s  a  n e w  J im m y  F r e e r  w h o  
started  f o r  ca m p  that S ep tem b er . O n  
h is  w in te r  v a ca tio n  tr ip s  h e  h ad  a r 
r iv e d  in  m id -s e a s o n , a  b ig , h a p p y  b o y , 
b u b b lin g  o v e r  w ith  g o o d  h ea lth  a n d  
g o o d  h u m o r , sw in g in g  the w e ll-h u n g  a x

w ith  j o y  as a so r t  o f  o u t d o o r  g y m 
n a s iu m  stunt, easily  m a k in g  fr ie n d s  
w ith  th e  h ea rty  lu m b e r ja c k s  a n d  re lish 
in g  th e  o ld  w o o d s  jo k e s , th e  en d less  
y a rn s  a b ou t “ h a ’n ts”  an d  the lo n g  d o le 
fu l ba llads as h e lo u n g e d  o n  th e  d e a co n  
seat b e fo r e  the r o a r in g  w o o d  s to v e , 
a f t e r  a  d in n e r  that w o u ld  b u rst an  o r 
d in a ry  m an . N o w  he w as g o in g  in  at 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  sea son , to  see  it 
th ro u g h , to  take h is  p la ce  as a  m an  
a m o n g  m en , k een ly  a liv e  to  the p erils  
a n d  u n certa in tie s  o f  lu m b e r in g , th e  
b la ck  b a c k g r o u n d  that lu rk ed  b e h in d  th e 
sh in in g  w h ite  d a y s  a n d  en ch a n te d  sta rry  
n ig h ts  h e  h a d  k n o w n .

H is  first jo b .  W o u ld  h e m a k e  g o o d ?  
C o u ld  h e  m a k e  g o o d  ? H e  w a s  to o  
y o u n g  an d  h ea lth y  to  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  
a  c o n s c io u s  p h ilo s o p h y , y e t n o  p h ilo s o 
p h er  c o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  h im  a  b e tte r  
m o t to  th an  ca m e  to  h im  at th e en d  
o f  lo n g  p o n d e r in g : “ W e ll ,  I ’ ll see w h at 
I  ca n  d o .”

A t  K e e w a n o o s u c  J u n c t io n  the en tire  
F r e e r  c r e w  o f  m o r e  than  o n e  h u n d re d  
m en  c lim b e d  o f f  the m a in  lin e  tra in  a n d  
p iled  in to  tw o  s m o k in g  ca rs  o f  a b ra n ch  
tra in  that w a s to  ca r r y  th em  tw e n ty  
m iles  n o r th . T h e y  lo o k e d  lik e  d e le g a 
tio n s  t o  a  lea g u e  o f  n a t io n s— Ita lia n s , 
S la v s , N o r s e m e n  a n d  F r e n c h  C a n a d i
a n s  m ix e d  a m o n g  th e  c r o w d  th at w a s  
m o st ly  A m e r ic a n . T h e r e  w e r e  fe w  

g ia n ts  a m o n g  th em , b u t th e y  w e r e  w e ll-  
s e t-u p , lo o s e - lim b e d  la d s , all g lo w in g  
w ith  y o u th , w ir y , c o m p a ct , k een  e y ed , 
o n ly  a  fe w  v e tera n  tea m sters  s h o w in g  so  
m u ch  as a  to u c h  o f  g r a y  at th e  tem p les .

“ T h e y  lo o k  to  m e  lik e  a b u n ch  o f  
fo o t b a ll  p la y e rs ,”  J im m y  o b s e r v e d  to  
T o m  M c C a lm o n t , th e  w o o d s  b o s s , w h o  
sat b e s id e  h im  in  th e  first s m o k in g  ca r .

“ G u ess  th e y ’d  s h o w  u p  r ig h t in  a n y  
k in d  o f  a  s h in d ig ,”  M c C a lm o n t  a n 
s w e re d . “ T h e y ’v e  g o t  m o r e  p e p  a n d  
sp eed  to  th e in ch  than  a n y  o th e r  g a n g  
o f  m en  in  th e  w o r ld , an d  as f o r  ta k in g  
ch a n ce s— w ell, w a it  till y o u  see  a rea l, 
g e n u in e  r iv e r  h o g  p ra n ce  o u t  w ith  h is
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ca n t  d o g  in  h is  h and , w h e n  h e  c lim b s  in  
to  p r y  o u t  a  j i l l  p o k e  th a t’ s s lu ed  a ro u n d  
a g ’ in st the b a n k  a n d  p iled  u p  th e  lo g s  
in  a  ja m  w h e n  th e  d r iv e ’ s o n  its w a y !  
H e ’ll g a m b le  w ith  h is  l i fe , ’ s i f  ’ tw a ’n ’t 
m o re  th an  a  d ir t y  w h ite  ch ip  in  a  b ig  
g a m e .”

“ I  sh o u ld n ’ t th in k  th e re ’ s e n o u g h  in  
it  t o  m a k e  a  m a n  r isk  h is  lik e  lik e  th a t,”  
J im m y  m u sed .

“ T h e r e  a in ’ t ,”  sa id  T o m . “ T h a t ’s it, 
th ere  a in ’t m o n e y  e n o u g h  to  m a k e  h im . 
B u t  m o n e y ’s n o th in g  to  a  lu m b e r ja c k . 
H e ’s n o t  o u t  f o r  m o n e y . I t ’ s th e g a m e 
th at g e ts  h i m : g o in g  u p  a g a in st b ig  
o d d s — b ig g e s t  in th e w o r ld — an d  beat
in g  th e g a m e  w ith  h is  o w n  h a n d s  an d  
h is  g o o d  e y e  a n d  h is  q u ic k  th in k in g , 
w h e n  h e ’ s g o t  t o  th in k  r ig h t  o r  g e t  
sm a sh ed  in to  a  red  sm ea r. T h e r e ’s o n ly  
o n e  th in g  h e ’ s a fr a id  o f — q u itt in g .”

“ M u s t  b e  p r e t ty  sq u a re ,”  J im m y  
m u sed .

“ S q u a re st b u n ch  in  th e  w o r ld ,”  sa id  
T o m  w a rm ly . “ Y o u  c o u ld n ’ t a sk  b e t
ter. M o s t  o f  o u r  c r o w d  a re  fe l lo w s  
w h o ’v e  b een  w ith  u s f iv e -s ix -s e v e n  
y ea rs  o r  m o r e . I  k n o w  ’ em . T h e r e ’s a 
c o u p le  d o z e n  n e w  on es , th o u g h , a n d  
so m e  o f  ’ em  I ’m  a  m ite  u n certa in  a b ou t. 
S a y , d o n ’t y o u  g e t  a  w h i f f  o ’ b o o z e  n o w  
a n d  th e n ? ”

B e fo r e  J im m y  c o u ld  a n sw e r , a  b ig , 
r e d -ch e e k e d  f e l lo w  fr o m  S o u th  B o s to n  
ca m e  lu r c h in g  d o w n  th e  a is le , h is  b o o ts  
s lu n g  a r o u n d  h is  n e ck  b y  th e ir  la c in g s ;  
f o r  th e  la w  fo r b id s  th e  w e a r in g  o f  the 
sh a rp  steel ca lk s  o n  ra ilro a d  tra in s . A s  
h e  la b o r io u s ly  c la w e d  h is  w a y  a lo n g , 
h a n g in g  o n to  th e b a ck s  o f  the seats, he 
seem ed  to  b e  flo a tin g  o n  a tid e  o f  p u n 
g e n t, s ick ish -sw e e t  a ro m a , th e  a ro m a  o f  
m a n y  d eep  a n d  p o w e r fu l  d r in k s . H e  
s to p p e d  in  f r o n t  o f  J im m y , h u n g  o n  f o r  
d ea r l i fe ,  sm iled  in g ra tia tin g ly  an d  
b re a th e d  d o w n  o n  h im  a reek  s tr o n g  an d  
p ie r c in g  as ra w  a m m on ia .

“  ’ S cu se  m e , M is h te r  ‘ B o s s ’ S o n /  ”  h e 
b e g a n  g e n ia l ly ; “ b u t y o u ’re  w is e  t o  th ish  
fo o t b a ll  d o p e , a n ’ I  w a n n a — w a n n a —

w a n n a  k n o w  w h at m ak es Y a le  ’n ’ 
H a ’ v ’d  fo o t b a ll  team s b o o - o o - o o - o o - o o  ?”  
T h e  last sy lla b les  p ip ed  o u t  o f  h im  in  
a  th in , w a v e r in g  fa ls e tto  w h in e , a n d  as 
h e  m a d e  that w a ilin g  so u n d  h e shut h is  
ey es  a n d  seem ed  a b o u t t o  fa ll asleep . 
T h e n  h e  o p e n e d  h is eyes a n d  a sk ed  h is 
q u e s tio n  a ll o v e r  a g a in . T h is  tim e 
J im m y  b ro k e  in  o n  th e th ird  sy lla b le  o f  
th e  “ b o o - o o - o o - o o - o o , ”  a n d , sm ilin g , 
m a d e  a n s w e r :

“ B e ca u se  th e y  have th e m e n  an d  ca n  
d o  it .”

“ J u sh ’s I th o ’ t !  J u sh ’ s I  th o ’t ! ”  sa id  
the b ig  fe l lo w , se tt lin g  h im s e lf  c a r e fu lly  
a n d  s lo w ly  d o w n  in  th e a isle  a n d  fa l lin g  
fa s t  asleep . T w o  fr ie n d s  lu g g e d  h im  
u p  in to  a  fr o n t  seat, w h e re  h e  sn o re d  
p e a c e fu lly  an d  w ith  so m e  n o v e l v a r ia 
tio n s  a ll th e  w a y  to  th e  e n d  o f  the 
ro a d .

“ T h e r e  y o u  a r e ,”  sa id  M c C a lm o n t , as 
th e y  ca rr ie d  the d ru n k e n  m a n  a w a y . 
“ T h a t ’ s w h at liq u o r ’ ll d o  to  a  lu m b e r 
ja c k . T h e  b o y s  a re  b o n e  d r y  w h ile  
th e y ’ re  in  th e w o o d s , o f  c o u r s e , th ou gh  
lo ts  o f  ’e m  d r in k  a n d  sp ree  a w a y  m o s t  
o f  th e ir  p a y  as s o o n  as th e y  c o m e  ou t 
in  the sp r in g . T h a t  b ig  fe l lo w , H ee n a n , 
is s tra ig h t as  a  s tr in g  w h ile  h e ’ s o n  the 
jo b — c o u ld n ’t d o  h is  w o r k  i f  h e  w as 
d r in k in g — b u t h e a lw a y s  ce leb ra tes  the 
d a y  h e  g o e s  in  as w e ll as the d a y  he 
c o m e s  o u t. H e ’ ll b e  a ll r ig h t  s o o n .”

“ N o  ch a n ce  f o r  h im  to  g e t a n y  b o o z e  
o n  L o w e r  K e e w a n o o s u c , is  th ere  ?”  
y o u n g  F r e e r  in q u ired .

“ N o t  a  ch a n ce  in  th e  w o r l d !”  M c 
C a lm o n t e x c la im e d . “ G o o d  th in g  f o r  
us that th ere  a in ’t. B o o z e ’ ll ru in  a 
lu m b e r  ca m p  q u ick e r  th an  p o o r  g ru b , 
o r  a  n a g g in g  b oss , o r  a n y th in g  e lse  y o u  
ca n  th in k  o f . ”

W h e n  th e  je r k -w a te r  tra in  at last 
s lo w e d  to  a  s to p  a t K e e w a n o o s u c , the 
m e n  tu m b led  o u t  in  r o ll ic k in g  hum or, 
s o m e  o f  th em  c h a n t in g :

“ Oh, here I come from the Kennebec,
With my old calk boots slung round my 

neckl”
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A n d  a lo t  m o re  to  th e sam e e ffe c t , 
w ith  a  w h o o p  at th e e n d  o f  each  v erse . 
T h e ir  sh o rt, d o u b le -b re a s te d  coa ts  
b la z e d  in  ch e ck s  a n d  str ip es  o f  g a y  
c o lo r  so  that th ey  lo o k e d  lik e  h o r s e  
b lan k ets o n  a  ja m b o r e e ;  th e ir  ca p s  a n d  
s o f t  hats w e re  o f  w o o l , a n d  so  w e re  
th e ir  th ick  so ck s  a n d  le g g in g s . T h e y  
k n e lt  in g r o u p s , fa s te n in g  the la tchets 
o f  th e ir  sp ik e -s o le d  s h o e s ; th en , e a ch  
c a r r y in g  h is d u ffe l bag , c lim b e d  in to  a 
fleet o f  s ta g ecoa ch es  that c a rr ie d  th em  
h a lf  a  d o z e n  m ile s  to w a r d  th e ir  d estin a 
tio n . A  sh o rt  w a lk  a lo n g  th e tra il f r o m  
th e end  o f  th e  r o u g h  roa d  led  to  a  b ro a d  
c le a r in g  o c c u p ie d  b y  f o u r  b u ild in g s , in  
w h ich  J im m y  r e c o g n iz e d  the m a in  ca m p , 
th e  m ea l ca m p , th e h o rse  h ov e ls  a n d  th e  
w a n g a n — o r  s to re h o u s e  f o r  fo o d ,  c lo th 
in g  an d  su p p lies .

A  t r u c k  w a s  a lre a d y  h a l f  u n lo a d e d  
b e fo r e  the m e a l ca m p , a n d  “ R o ly -p o ly ”  
R o w a n , sa id  to  b e  the b est c o o k  th is 
s id e  o f  th e  B a y  o f  F u n d y , h a d  a  fire  
r o a r in g  in  h is  e n o r m o u s  s to v e , f r o m  
w h ich  ca m e  fa s c in a t in g  o d o r s  o f  r o a s t 
in g  m eat. “ O n ly  roa st b e e f  a n d  sp u d s  
in  th e ir  ja c k e ts  t o -n ig h t ,”  sa id  R o ly  
as J im  w a lk ed  past the d o o r ;  “ b u t w e ’ ll 
s o o n  h it o u r  s tr id e , an  y o u ’ll see th ese  
e m p ty  n a il k eg s  o f  o u rs  s to w  a w a y  
e n o u g h  g ru b  to  s in k  a  s c h o o n e r .”

T h e  y o u n g s te r  w a s  a m a zed  at the 
p ro m p tn e ss  w ith  w h ich  the ca m p  fo u n d  
it s e lf , s lip p ed  in to  its r e g u la r  rou tin e . 
A t  d u sk  a ll h and s sw a rm e d  in to  th e 
m ea l ca m p  w ith in  a  m in u te  a fte r  R o ly  
y e l le d : “ W h o o -e e -e e !  G ru b  o n  ta -a -
a b le !”  H e  h ad  seen  g o o d  m e n  a n d  tru e  
d o  fine w o r k  a t th e fo o tb a ll  tra in in g  
ta b le , a n d  he w ie ld e d  a  n ift y  k n ife  a n d  
f o r k  h im s e l f ; b u t h e h ad  to  a d m it that 
th ese  h u sk ies  o u td id  th e  g o r g in g e s t  
t r e n c h e r w o r k  h e h a d  e v e r  h eard  o f .  
E v e n  th e  e x p lo its  o f  fa m ish e d  r o w in g  
m e n  w e re  lo s t  in  co m p a r is o n . T ig h t  
w a is te d  a n d  h a p p y , th e  lads s tro lle d  
b a ck  t o  the m a in  ca m p , w e l l  lig h te d  
w ith  b ra ck e t  lam p s a n d  w ith  a  b r isk  
fire  in  the s tov e  to  tak e  th e  ch ill o f f  the

sh a rp  n ig h t a ir. H e  lo o k e d  a ro u n d  the 
va st, c lea n , o r d e r ly  r o o m  a n d  sa w  th e 
fe l lo w s  settle  d o w n  at ease w ith  th e ir  
p ip es , sw a p p in g  y a rn s  a b o u t  th e jo b s  
th ey  h a d  w o r k e d  at d u r in g  th e  su m m er, 
o r  jo in in g  in  th e  ch o ru s  as “ H a p p y ”  
H o lm e s  led  th em  w ith  v o ic e  a n d  a c 
c o r d io n  s in g in g :

“ O-o-o-oh, I left my Lize behind me;
O-o-o-oh, she won’t know what to d o ! 

O-o-o-oh, I left my Lize for the wise-town 
guys—

And I left my watch there, to o !”

T h e n  h e  re m e m b e re d  w h a t h e  h a d  
o ft e n  h eard  h is  fa th e r  s a y :  “ K e e p  the 
b o y s  c o m fo r ta b le , an d  th ey ’ ll w o r k  till 
th e y  d ro p — e v e ry  d a y .”

J im m y  c o u ld  h a rd ly  b e lie v e  h is  ears 
w h e n  M c C a lm o n t  su d d e n ly  b r o k e  in to  
th e ra ck e t w it h : “ N in e  o ’ c lo c k !  ‘ T u r n  
i n !”  H e  u n d ressed  as fa s t  as h e  c o u ld , 
bu t h e w a s  n e a r ly  the last m an  in  w h en  
h e  c lim b e d  in to  h is  sn u g  b u n k , a ro m a tic  
o f  sp ru ce , o n  th e u p p e r  t ie r  a n d  p re tty  
fa r  f r o m  th e  s to v e — p r o p e r  q u a rte rs  f o r  
a g r e e n h o r n . E ig h t  h o u r s  Jater— o r  
w a s  it e ig h t m in u te s?— h e d re a m e d  he 
w a s  in  the d eep  w o o d s , fa c in g  a p a n th er 
that c r o u c h e d  an d  h o w le d  a t h im . N o ;  
it c o u ld  n o t b e  a  d re a m . I t  w a k e n e d  
h im . H e  sat u p , c o n fu s e d , a n d , p e e r in g  
to w a rd  th e d o o r , d is c o v e r e d  “ D in k ”  
D e r m o d y , the c o o k e e , w h o  w a s  d o in g  
th e h o w lin g . W h e n  D in k  h a d  s tirred  
u p  a  c h o r u s  o f  g r o w ls  f r o m  th e  g a n g , 
he y e lle d , “ C o m e  o n ! I t ’s w a it in g  f o r  
y o u ! ”  a n d  a r t fu l ly  s lid  o u t  b e fo r e  a n y  
o n e  o f  a  sh o w e r  o f  b o o ts  co u ld  h it h im .

M e n  s o o n  w e re  c r o w d e d  a r o u n d  ro w s  
o f  t in  w a sh b a sin s  o n  a  lo n g  s h e lf  o u t 
s id e  th e lo g  w a ll o f  th e  ca m p . T h e y  
sp lash ed , p a rted  a n d  sm o o th e d  th e ir  
h a ir  w ith  s tou t c o m b s , a n d  le g g e d  it in to  
the m ea l ca m p . T h e r e  th e y  h ea p ed  th e ir  
tin  p lates w ith  p o r k  an d  b ean s still 
s te a m in g  fr o m  the lo n g  n ig h t ’ s s im m e r
in g  in th e bean  h o l e ; th en  settled  d o w n  
to  th e  se r io u s  b u s in ess  w ith  th em  an d  
b ig  slabs o f  b r o w n  b rea d  h a lf  flo a tin g



125

in  m o la s s e s , a n d  w a sh ed  it a ll d o w n  
w ith  tin  p in t c u p s  o f  c o f f e e  s o  s tro n g  
a n d  d e lic io u s  th at it w o u ld  lu re  an  A r a b  
sh e ik  f r o m  h is  h a p p y  h om e.

T h u s  s to k e d  u p , th ey  w e re  g o o d  f o r  
fiv e  h o u rs  o f  liv e ly  w o r k  at sw a m p in g  
th e  tw itch  ro a d s— ch a p p in g  a ll c lea r  
a n d  s m o o th in g  th e ro a d s  o v e r  w h ich  the 
se a so n ’s lu m b e r  w as to  b e  d r a g g e d  
d o w n  to  be  y a rd e d  o n  the m a in  r o a d s , 
w h e n ce  i t  w o u ld  b e  h au led  t o  th e  la n d 
in g s  o n  th e  b a n k  o f  th e  L o w e r  K e e -  
w a n o o s u c  in  g o o d  tim e f o r  th e  sp r in g  
d r iv e . T h e n c e  it w o u ld  b e  floa ted  d o w n  
th a t tr ib u ta ry  a n d  d is ch a rg e d  in to  the 
g re a t  R iv e r  S t. J a m es , b o u n d  f o r  th e  
p o r t  o f  S t. J am es a t the sea.

J im  ca m e  b a ck  t o  ca m p , a ft e r  h is 
firs t  d a y ’ s w o r k  at sw a m p in g , so  t ire d  
th at h e c o u ld  n o t  eat. W h e n  h e ro lle d  
o u t  o f  h is  b u n k  at d a w n , h is  a rm s, b a ck  
a n d  le g s  w e re  so  s t i f f  th at h e  to t te re d  
as  h e w a lk ed . T r a in e d  a th le te  th o u g h  
h e  w as. th e h a rd  la b o r  h a d  s tra in ed  h is  
m u scles  h e h ad  n e v e r  ca lled  o n  b e fo r e , 
a n d  h e m o v e d  a ro u n d  lik e  a  r ick e ty  o ld  
c lo th e s  h orse .

H e  fe lt  b e tte r  a f t e r  b re a k in g  h is  fa s t  
o n  fo u r  h e a p in g  p lates o f  s tea m in g  p o r k  
a n d  b ea n s , a  l o a f  o f  b r o w n  b rea d  and  
th ree  b ig  c u p s  o f  c o f fe e . T h a t  n igh t 
h e  w a s  n o t  q u ite  s o  d ea d  an d  m a n a g ed  
to  eat a litt le  s u p p e r ; a n d  w ith in  a  w eek , 
th an k s to  h is  s to u t  y o u n g  h ea rt a n d  in 
te llig e n t tra in in g , h e  w a s  h im s e lf  aga in . 
N o t  o n ly  that, b u t h e fe lt  as i f  'he h a d  
n e v e r  rea lly  liv e d  b e fo r e .

W h e n  h e  s tr o d e  to w a r d  b re a k fa st  o n  
the n in th  d a y  h e  fe l t  s o  g o o d  th a t h e 
w a s  tem p ted  t o  in h a le  as d e e p ly  as he 
c o u ld , set h is  m u sc le s  a n d  w a tch  the 
b u tto n s  p o p  o f f  h is  sh irt. B e fo r e  he 
k n e w  w h at h e  w a s  d o in g , h e  w as sk ip 
p in g  a b o u t o n  t ip to e , lu n g in g  w ith  the 
l e f t  fist a n d  s h o o t in g  the r ig h t  h ot a ft e r  
it, d o d g in g , d u ck in g , s id e -s te p p in g  an d  
h itt in g  aga in .

“ H a v in ’ a  co n n ip t io n  fit, b e  y e ? ”  
ask ed  R o ly -p o ly ,  g r in n in g , at th e  d o o r .

“ N o .  J u st s h a d o w  b o x in g ,”  J im  re 
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p lied . “ Y o u  g e t fe e l in g  s o  g o o d  u p  
h ere  that y o u  ju s t  w a n t t o  w a d e  in to  
s o m e th in g .”

“ B y  C e p h a s , y o u ’ ll fin d  a  p len ty  to  
w a d e  in t o ! ”  sa id  th e  c o o k . “ Y o u ’ re 
g o in g  in to  tw o  th ou sa n d  a cre s  o f  so lid  
b la ck  g r o w th , e v e ry  tre e  s ta n d in g  w ith  
its  a rm s a r o u n d  its b ro th e rs . T h a t ’s a 
c h o r e ’ ll k e e p  us a ll p re tty  b u sy  a ll w in 
te r .”

W it h  all the roa d s  c le a re d  and 
sm o o th e d , a w a it in g  o n ly  the se q u en ce  
o f  s n o w , ra in  an d  f r o s t  th at w o u ld  m a k e  
th em  easy  h ig h w a y s  f o r  lu m b er , the 
c r e w  b eg a n  the actu a l w o r k  o f  c h o p p in g  
d o w n  the b u r ly  sp ru ce  trees , w h o s e  
h ead s seem ed  to  b ru sh  the sk y . T h e y  
fe l l  s o  th ick  an d  fa s t  that th ey  seem ed  
lik e  so m e  g ig a n tic  ca r ica tu re  o f  g ra in  
that w as b e in g  sp rea d  in  lo n g , o r d e r ly  
sw ath s. J im  F r e e r  n e v e r  cea sed  to  
w o n d e r  at th e  sk ill o f  th e  c h o p p e rs . 
S e e m in g  to  tak e  n o  p a r ticu la r  a im , they  
m a n a g e d  so  that e v e ry  g ig a n tic  tree  
sh o u ld  d r o p  in  the c lea rest sp ace  besid e  
it. T h e  first a x  s c a r f  b itten  in to  the 
r u g g e d  b a rk  p o in te d  to  e x a c t ly  w h e re  
th e  tre e  p re se n tly  w o u ld  fa ll, w ith  the 
so u n d  o f  a w o r ld  cra sh in g  to  its  d o o m . 
T h e  sp eed  an d  d e a d ly  a ccu ra cy  w ith  
w h ich  th ese  m en  p lied  th eir  a x e s  a p 
p ea red  a lm ost su p ern a tu ra l.

J im  lea rn ed , t o  h is  a m a zem en t, that 
th ere  w e re  as m a n y  th e o r ie s  o f  w h at 
con stitu tes  a  firs t-c la ss  a x  as th ere  are 
a b ou t the fo u r th  d im e n s io n ; that the 
sh ap e , s ize  an d  w e ig h t o f  th e h ea d  an d  
th e w a y  it w as “ h u n g ,”  o r  b a la n ce d  on  
th e h e lv e , had  m u c h  to  d o  w ith  its 
e ffe c t iv e n e ss . E v e n in g  a ft e r  e v e n in g  
a ro u n d  th e  r o a r in g  s tov e , e x p e r ts  a r 
g u e d  a n d  w ra n g le d  o v e r  th e  fine p o in ts  
o f  a x  lo re . N o  o n e  o f  th em  seem ed  to  
b r in g  an y  o th e r  o n e  a r o u n d  to  h is  w a y  
o f  th in k in g ; b u t  the a m ou n t o f  a x  w is 
d o m  a n d  a x  te ch n iq u e  th ey  b r o u g h t  t o  
lig h t w o u ld  h a v e  filled  v o lu m e s .

A  c ra ck lin g  as o f  m y r ia d s  o f  liv e  
w ire s  ca lled - all h and s ou t o f  d o o r s  at 
e ig h t  o ’ c lo c k  o n  a  h a rd , w in d less , f r o s t y

UP



126 THE POPULAR

e v e n in g , an d  as th e  m e n  ra n  to  a  c lea r  
sp a ce  an d  g a z e d  th ey  sa w  th e w h o le  
n o rth e rn  sk y  su ffu se d  in  a  g lo w  o f  pa le , 
g re e n ish  p in k , sh ad ed  w ith  g o ld . A c r o s s  
th is g lo r io u s  c a n o p y  flashed  b lin d in g  
b eam s lik e  th e  rays o f  h ig h -p o w e re d  
sea rch lig h ts .

“ C a l’ late th a t’ s  th e  n o r th  A tla n tic  
flee t p r a c t ic in ’ s ig n a ls ? ”  ask ed  a  ra w  
y o u n g s te r  f r o m  P o r t la n d , in  c a m p  f o r  
h is  first w in ter .

“ N o t  ’ n less so m e  o n e ’ s tu g g e r -lu g g e d  
th ’ b a ttlesh ip  a  fe w  h u n d re d  m iles  in 
f r o m  the s h o r e ” ’ a n s w e r e d  R o d  M c 
M a h o n . “ T h e m ’ s the n o r th e rn  lig h ts , 
s o n n y : fin est m o v in ’ p ic tu re  s h o w  o n  
earth , sp ecia l r u n -o f f  f o r  us lu m b e r 
ja ck s . N o  o n e  e lse  e v e r  sees it  h a lf  
s o  p re tty  n o r  so  m u c h .”

Y e t  in  a fe w  m in u te s  th e m e n  b eg a n  
to  b rea k  a w a y  in  sm all g r o u p s  an d  
lo u n g e  b a ck  to  ca m p . J im m y  F r e e r  w as 
still g a z in g , fa sc in a te d , a t the s w ift , 
k a le id o s c o p ic  ru sh  an d  ch a n g e  o f  c o lo r , 
w h en  so m e th in g  jo g g e d  h is  e lb o w , a n d  
h e lo o k e d  a ro u n d  a n d  sa w  th e  w o o d s  
b o ss  at h is  sh ou ld er .

“ G rea t p ic tu re , isn ’t it , M a c ? ”  h e  
e x c la im e d .

“ W o n d e r fu l , ”  a n sw e re d  M c C a lm o n t  
d u lly . “ Y o u  d o n ’ t see an y  o f  o u r  
p e o p le  w a it in g  f o r  it, th o u g h .”

“ W h a t ’s the m a tte r ? ”  J im m y  ask ed , 
lo o k in g  a ro u n d , su rp r ise d  to  see th at a ll 
w e r e  g o n e  b u t th em se lv es .

“ T h e r e ’ s a  lo t  th e m a tte r ,”  M c C a l
m o n t  rep lied . “ Y o u  h a v e n ’ t h ea rd  an y  
m o r e  a rg u m en ts  la te ly  a b o u t  the p ro p e r  
w a y  to  h a n g  an  a x , h a v e  y o u — n o r  
a b ou t a n y th in g  e ls e ?  N o ;  y o u  h a v e n ’t. 
A n d  w h y  ? T h e  sam e rea son  w h y  
th e y ’ re  n o t w a it in g  to  e n jo y  th is m ira cle  
in  th e  sky . O u r  g a n g ’s tu rn in g  s o u r .”

“ S o u r ? ”  J im m y  rep ea ted , in cre d u lo u s .
“ Y e s , an d  w e ’ ll be o n  th e ro ck s  in  n o  

tim e at a ll u n less w e  sw eeten  ’em  u p ,”  
w a rn ed  M c C a lm o n t . “ I t ’ s b een  g e ttin g  
w o r s e  th e  last fe w  d a y s— g o o d  m e n  like 
H e e n a n  a n d  R u d d y  m iss in g  s trok es  a n d  
s la sh in g  tru n k s w h en  th e y ’ re  c le a n in g

u p , g a sh in g  lu m b e r  an d  ru in in g  it a n d  
n o t  c a r in g  a  h o o t . S p e e d ’s a ll g o n e , 
to o . I  see  it a ll a ro u n d . W h a t ’s m o re , 
I ’v e  sm e lled  w h a t ’s h u rt in g  us. I t ’ s 
b o o z e ;  th a t ’s w h a t it is .”

“ B u t y o u  to ld  m e  o n  th e w a y  in  that 
b o o z e  c o u ld n ’ t g e t  in  h e re ,”  p ro te s te d  
J im m y , p u zz led .

“ S o  I  d id ,”  M c C a lm o n t  a d m it t e d ; 
“ a n d  th a t ’ s w h y  I  d id n ’ t b e liev e  m y  
o w n  n o se  at first, ev en  a ft e r  I ’d  sm elled  
it. Y o u  see , th e y  n e v e r  b r o u g h t  it in 
b y  t r a in ; w o u ld  h a v e  b een  sp o tted  an d  
d u m p e d  in  the d itch . B u t  n o w  th at the 
la w  is o n , th e b o o z e  fe tch e s  fa n c y  p r ice s , 
a n d  the b o o t le g g e r s  w h o  b r in g . i t  a cro ss  
the R iv e r  S t. J a m es  in to  th is  S ta te  ca n  
ea s ily  sen d  a  fe w  d o z e n  ca ses  u p  th is 
w a y — an d  ru in  th e  finest p ro s p e c ts  
w e ’v e  h a d  f o r  m a n y  a  y e a r .”

“ C a n ’ t w e  h ea d  ’em  o f f ? ’ a sk ed  
J im m y .

“ H e a d  em  o f f ? ”  M c C a lm o n t  g ro a n e d . 
“ D o  y o u  su p p o se  the g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  
sen d  a gen ts  a w a y  u p  h e re  to  th e en d  o f  
the w o r ld  o n  a sm all jo b  lik e  th is ?  O r , 
i f  th ey  ca m e, that th e y ’d  fin d  a n y th in g ?  
W e  m ig h t p u t a c r im p  in  ’ em  o u rs e lv e s  
i f  w e  c o u ld  ca tch  ’e m ; b u t o u r  m en  
w o u ld  g e t  s o r e  at a n y th in g  that lo o k e d  
lik e  s n o o p in g . B e s id e , th e ru m  r u n n e r ’ s 
g o t  the w h o le  le f t  ban k  o f  th e K e e -  
w a n o o s u c  to  h id e  h is la u n ch  in . W h a t  
ch a n ce  h a v e  w e ?  W e ’re  c o o k e d , I  tell 
y o u !  A n d  ju s t  to  m a k e  a  fe w  d ir ty  
d o lla rs  f o r  a  fe l lo w  that n e v e r  d id  a 
d ecen t d a y ’s w o r k  in  h is  l i f e ! ”

A s  th e w o o d s  b o ss  a n d  J im m y  F r e e r  
w a lk ed  s lo w ly  to w a rd  th e ca m p , a  b ig  
m an  ca m e  in  f r o m  the r iv e r  tra il an d  
sw u n g  p ast th em  at a  liv e ly  w a lk . In  
th e g reen ish  lig h t fr o m  the n o rth e rn  sk y  
the g a y  c o lo r s  o f  h is  m a ck in a w  ja c k e t  
sh on e  o u t  in a ja z z y  ja n g le  o f  in h a r 
m o n io u s  g reen s , b lu es  a n d  red s . H is  
sh o u ld e rs  s w a g g e re d  fr o m  s id e  to  sid e  
as h e  w e n t b y , g iv in g  h im  an a ir  as o f  
b o a s t in g  o r  th rea ten in g , p e rh a p s  a  g o o d  
d ea l o f  both .

“ W e ll ,  o f  a ll th e g a ll I  e v e r  h eard
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o f !”  M c C a lm o n t  e x c la im e d , w h e n  th e 
s tra n g er  h a d  m a rch e d  o u t  o f  earsh ot. 
“ W h a t  d o  y o u  k n o w  a b o u t th a t f o r  
n e r v e ?  ‘ B a t ’ C o m m a g h a n , th e  b ig g e st 
b o o t le g g e r  o n  the R iv e r  S t. Jam es, c o m 
in g  in to  o u r  c a m p ! W h a t  d o  y o u  su p 
p o s e  h e ’ s a f t e r ? ”

“ M o n e y , I  g u e s s ,”  sa id  J im m y . 
“ T h e y  tell m e  h e ’s g o t  m o r e  th an  he 
c a n  c o u n t  n o w , y e t h e ’ d  ju m p  in to  a 
b u rn in g  h ou se  o n  th e o f f  ch a n ce  o f  p ic k 
in g  u p  a n o th e r  d o lla r . I ’ v e  g o t  a  
h u n ch , M a c !  W i l l  y o u  let m e  h andle  
h im  in  m y  o w n  w a y ? ”

“ W h y ,  y e s , I  g u e ss  so — i f  y o u ’ll k e e p  
y o u r  sh irt o n  a n d  n o t g e t  r e d -h e a d e d ,”  
th e  b o s s  a g re e d .

B y  th is  t im e  th ey  h a d  co m e  u p  to  the 
o p e n  d o o r  o f  th e  m a in  ca m p . C o m 
m a g h a n  w as s ta n d in g  in  th e  m id d le  o f  
th e f lo o r , sh a k in g  h is  r e d -fr e c k le d  fist 
at a g r o u p  o f  m e n  w h o  fa c e d  h im  in  
su llen  s ilen ce .

“ Y o u ’ ll c o m e  a cro ss  w ith  th at c o in , 
a n d  y o u ’ll c o m e  a cro ss  n o w ! ”  h e 
sn a rled . “ B e ca u se  I ’m  g en tlem a n  
e n o u g h  to  tru st y o u  f o r  th ree  ca ses  o f  
th e fin est S c o tc h  th at ev er  c r o s s e d  the 
o ce a n , y o u  th in k  y o u  ca n  g im m e  th e 
r u n -a ro u n d . B u t y o u  c a n ’ t. W h e r e ’ s 
th a t th ree  h u n d re d  d o lla rs  y o u  p r o m 
ised  m e  la st w eek , e h ?  S a id  y o u  w ere  
g o in g  to  g e t  a d v a n ce s  o n  y o u r  p a y  to  
send  h om e . I  m ea n  y o u , H e e n a n , a n d  
y o u , R u d d y , a n d  the rest o f  y o u . P u t 
th e  d o u g h  in  m y  h a n d  th is m in u te , o r  
I ’ ll tu rn  y o u  in to  th e co m p a n y , an d  
th e y ’ ll g iv e  y o u  th e b u m ’ s ru sh . C o m e  
o n  ! B e  g o o d , n o w !”

“ N o , th ey  w o n ’ t ! ”  e x c la im e d  J im m y  
F r e e r , s te p p in g  a cro ss  th e  th re sh o ld  and 
g o in g  c lo s e  to  the b ig  m an . “ T h e  F r e e r  
L u m b e r  C o . is n ’ t a c o lle c t in g  a g e n cy  f o r  
a n y  b o o t le g g e r , e sp ec ia lly  o n e  w h o  has 
b een  tr y in g  to  p u t o u r  ca m p  o n  the 
b lin k . O u t  y o u  g o ,  M is te r  C o m m a 
g h a n  !”

“ Y o u  g o  ro ll y o u r  h o o p ! ”  th e  b ig  
m a n  sn eered . “ H o w  d o  y o u  cu t  in  o n  
th is , a n y w a y ? ”

“ I ’m  ta lk in g  f o r  M r . M c C a lm o n t , the 
b o ss  h e re ,”  sa id  J im m y  p o lite ly .

“ N o w , lis te n ,”  the b ig  m a n  sn arled . 
“ Y o u  g o  o u t  a n d  take th e a ir , o r  e lse  
k e e p  y o u r  tra p  sh u t— o r  I ’ ll p u sh  in  
y o u r  f a c e !  G et m e ? ”  H e  lo o k e d  a b ou t 
as b ig  as t w o  o r d in a r y  s ix - fo o t e r s ,  a  
tr ifle  o v e r w e ig h t , p erh a p s , b u t w ith  
p len ty  o f  p o w e r . F r o m  en d  to  en d  o f  
the R iv e r  S t. J am es h e  w a s  n o te d  f o r  
tw o  t h in g s : h is  p r id e  in  h is  s tren g th  
a n d  th e  fa c t  th a t h e  n ev er  to u ch e d  a 
d r o p  o f  the p o is o n o u s  s tu ff  h e  so ld . 
H e  w as n o t  y e t  p ast th e  late  th irties. 
“ Y o u ’ re  th r o u g h ,”  h e  g r o w le d  at J im m y . 
“ M a k e  a  m o v e  o r  sa y  a  w o r d , a n d  I  b u st 
y o u , U n d e r s ta n d ? ”

“ W h y , y es , I  u n d e rs ta n d ,”  J im m y  
rep lied , sm ilin g  d o w n  o n  h im  rea ssu r
in g ly . “ B u t d o n ’t le t ’ s h ave  it in  h ere , 
b eca u se  w e ’d  m u ss th in g s  u p  s o — m ig h t 
u p set the s to v e , to o . D a n g e ro u s . L e t ’s 
d o  it o u ts id e .”

“ D o  i t ? ”  sn a rled  C om m a g h a n . “ D o  
w h at ?”

“ W h y  all that fa c e  b e n d in g , o r  p u sh 
in g , o r  w h a tev er  y o u ’ re g o in g  to  d o  to  
m e .”

“ H ’ r a h !”  y e lle d  a  s c o r e  o f  v o ic e s . 
“ T h a t ’s th e  t ic k e t : o u t  o n  th e  leve l 
g ro u n d , m a n  t o  m a n , g o o d  w o o d s  
s ty le .”

“ C o m e  o n ,”  J im m y  in v ite d  th e p u z 
z le d  b lu sterer . “ T h e  b o y s  lik e  a  little  
e x c ite m e n t, a n d  th e y ’ re  lo o k in g  to  us 
f o r  it. J u st sh u ck  y o u r  co a t  a n d  w a ist
co a t— e x c u s e  m e , y o u r  v est. Y o u ’ll need  
’ em  o n  th e  w a y  h o m e . N o w  I  su p p o se  
y o u ’re  g o in g  t o  b e  rea l sa v a g e  and  
b ru ta l, e h ? ”

“ I ’ll b re a k  y o u r  fr e s h  f a c e ! ”  sn arled  
th e  b ig  fe l lo w , r o ll in g  u p  h is  s leev es  and  
d isp la y in g  a  p a ir  o f  a rm s lik e  h a iry  
h a m s, d e co ra te d  w ith  fre ck le s  lik e  g in 
g e r  sn aps. A s  th ey  fa c e d  each  o th e r  in  
th e  c lea r , w e ir d  lig h t  fr o m  th e  n o rth e rn  
sk y , e v e r y  d eta il o f  fa c e  an d  fig u re  s to o d  
o u t  as i f  e tch ed  a g a in st th e  g lo w in g  
b a ck g ro u n d . T h e  b u lk y  an d  s c o w lin g  
b o o t le g g e r  lo o k e d  e v e r y  o u n c e  o f  t w o
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h u n d re d  an d  f i f t y  p o u n d s , a  g o o d  th irty  
m o re  than J im m y  s c a le d ; b u t th e  y o u n g 
ster w a s  n ea rly  th ree  in ch es  ta ller, h ad  
a  lo n g e r  rea ch , an d  h ad  the g re a t  a d v a n 
ta g e  o f  n o t s co w lin g . In d e e d , h e lo o k e d  
lik e  a k een  s tu d en t in ten t u p o n  s o lv in g  
a  p r o b le m  w h ich  e ith e r  w o u ld  b r in g  
su ccess  o r  sm ash  th e la b o r a to r y  d o w n  
o n  h is  head .

C o m m a g h a n  step p ed  fo r w a r d 1 lig h t ly , 
th en , b o th  a rm s e x te n d e d , m a d e  a  su d 
d en  ju m p  f o r  h is  v ic t im . J im m y  le a p e d  
a s id e  lik e  a sh a d o w , an d  h o o k e d  h is  
r ig h t  fist in to  th e  b ig  fe l lo w ’ s r ib s  as 
h e  p lu n g e d  p a st, to  sp ra w l o n  all fo u r s .

H e  g o t  u p , r o a r in g  cu rses , m a d e  a n 
o th er  p lu n g e , ca u g h t an d  th re w  J im m y  
b a ck  h e a v ily  to  th e g r o u n d ; b u t J im ’ s 
y ea rs  o f  fo o tb a ll  e x p e r ie n ce  s to o d  h im  in  
g o o d  stead , and  h e ro lle d  w ith  th e tack le , 
k ep t r o llin g , sp u n  o u t  o f  C o m m a g h a n ’ s 
g ra sp  an d  w a s  u p  o n  h is  fe e t  a g a in  
w ith in  tw o  s e co n d s .

T h e  b ig  b o o t le g g e r  h ad  set so  fa s t  
a p a ce— to  sa y  n o th in g  o f  th e  r ib -ro a s te r  
an d  the tw o  fa lls— that h e w a s  b e g in 
n in g  to  p u fif ; b u t h e w a s  t o o  m a d  to  
n o t ice  it. H e  p lu n g e d  in  a ga in , and  
m issed . O n  th e n e x t  p lu n g e  h e lo w e re d  
h is  h ead  an d  tr ied  to  b u tt h is  v ic t im  in  
th e s tom a ch . J im m y  b ro k e  g r o u n d  f o r  
ju s t  o n e  step  b a ck w a rd , a n d  set h im 
s e lf . A s  the h e a v y  m an  d o v e  fo r w a r d , 
h e m et h im  w ith  a c lea n  h o o k  b lo w  o f  
th e  r ig h t  fist o n  th e lo w e r  e d g e  o f  th e  
ja w . I t  sou n d ed  as sh arp  an d  h o t as 
th e  cra ck  o f  a  b u lle t o n  a ston e  w a ll. 
C o m m a g h a n ’ s p lu n g e  w e n t r ig h t  o n , 
th ou g h  h e  w a s  u n co n sc io u s . H e  slid  
s ix  o r  e ig h t fe e t  ah ead , th en  la y  p e r 
fe c t ly  still.

J im m y  g a th ered  u p  th e  b ig  m a n ’ s 
c o a t  an d  w a is tco a t , ro lle d  h im  o v e r  an d  
sp read  th em  o v e r  h im  b e fo r e  h e p u t o n  
h is o w n . H e  ca lled  to  D in k  D e r m o d y , 
w h o  b ro u g h t o u t a b lan k et f r o m  ca m p

an d  sp rea d  it  o v e r  h im . W h e n  C o m 
m a g h a n ’ s ey es  b eg a n  to  b lin k , J im m y  
g o t  a  d ip p e r  o f  w a te r , d ip p e d  h is  fin g ers  
in  it a n d  sp r in k led  h is  fa c e . A t  last 
th e  b ig  fe l lo w  seem ed  to  u n d ersta n d  
w h a t h ad  h a p p en ed  to  h im . H e  ro s e  to  
a  s ittin g  p o s it io n .

“ H a d  e n o u g h ? ”  a sk ed  J im m y  as 
p lea sa n tly  as a  m an  o f f e r in g  a th ird  cu p  
o f  c o ffe e .

“ O o r g h ! ”  w a s  th e n ea rest a n y b o d y  
c o u ld  c o m e  t o  re p o r t in g  C o m m a g h a n ’ s 
a n sw er , w h a t w ith  th e  th ick n ess  o f  h is  
to n g u e  ju s t  r e c o v e r in g  f r o m  p a ra ly s is , 
t o  sa y  n o th in g  o f  th e  lu m p  o n  h is  ja w . 
B u t it w a s  e v id e n t th at h is  a n sw e r  m ean t 
“ Y e s ; ”  so  J im m y  an d  M c C a lm o n t  
ra ised  h im  to  h is  fe e t , t o o k  ea ch  an  a rm  
o f  h im  o v e r  th e ir  sh ou ld ers , an d  c a r e 
fu l ly  s u p p o rte d  h im  o n  th e lo n g  m a rch  
d o w n  th e  tra il to  w h e re  h e h a d  fa s ten ed  
h is  la u n ch  u n d e r  so m e  b u sh es  o n  the 
l e f t  b a n k  o f  th e  L o w e r  K e e w a n o o s u c . 
I n  th e  last h a lf  m ile  h e p ick e d  u p  h is  
fe e t  q u ite  c lea n ly , w ith o u t  o n e  stu m ble , 
a n d  ap p ea red  to  h a v e  m o s t  o f  h is  sen ses 
b a ck .

“ H e ’ s h ad  a  b a d  fa l l ,”  J im m y  e x 
p la in e d  t o  th e  b o o t le g g e r ’ s c r e w  o f  tw o  
w o r m y -lo o k in g  in d iv id u a ls , w h o  stared  
o p e n  m o u th e d  at th eir  p o w e r fu l  b o s s  
b e in g  lo a d e d  o v e r  th e  s id e  an d  in to  a 
seat lik e  a  s ick  ch ild . J im  to o k  th e  
b lan k et f r o m  D in k  an d  w ra p p e d  it 
a ro u n d  th e b ig  m an , w h o  h ad  b e g u n  to  
sh iv er  a little.

“ Y o u ’d b etter  k eep  a w a y  f r o m  th is 
n e ig h b o r h o o d , C o m m a g h a n ,”  J im m y  
w a rn e d , as th e  la u n ch  b eg a n  to  m o v e . 
“ I f  y o u  e v e r  sh o w  a ro u n d  h e re  aga in , 
s o m e th in g  se r io u s  m ig h t h ap p en  to  y o u . 
Y o u  u n d e r s ta n d ? ”

A g a in  that m y s te r io u s  sy lla b le  
“ O o o r g h !”  ru m b le d  o u t o f  the b ig  m a n ’ s 
th roa t. T h is  tim e it m ean t “ Y e s ,”  m o r e  
th an  ev er .

A n oth er contribution fr o m  M r . H en m in g w a y  will appear in an early issue.
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A u th o r  o f  “ A  C arnival o f  Crooks, ”  “ The Sculping K i d . "  E tc.

The Kettlety crowd believed that all was fair in prize fighting, so they set out to 
win the fight in advance by plaguing the opposing side—composed o f Pete Dugan and 
his manager and trainer. Pete, after every means had been taken to preserve him from 
the harrowing annoyances, took things into his own hands—and turned the tables!

T H E  p e rsp ira t io n  tr ick le d  d o w n  
D a n  S tr in g e r ’s fa c e . E v e r y  o n c e  
in  a  w h ile  he h ad  to  d o d g e  o u t  o f  

th e  w a y . A n  o ld -t im e  fig h te r  h im s e lf , 
h is  a rm s  ja b b e d  a n d  h is h ea d  d u ck e d  in  
sy m p a th y  w ith  th e  b o y  h e w a s  m a n a g 
in g .

“ T h a t ’ s  th e  id ea , P e t e ! ”  he sh ou ted . 
“ A  le f t  t o  th e  fa c e . N o w  fe in t . A n 
o th e r  le f t .  A n d  k eep  c ir c l in g !”

I t  w as se cre t tra in in g . In  fo u r  d a y s  
P e te  D u g a n  w as fig h tin g  H a r r y  K e ttle ty  
f o r  the m id d le w e ig h t ch a m p io n sh ip  o f  
the w o r ld . T h e  b ig  g y m  at th e  to p  o f  
th e G a rd e n  w as d eserted  e x c e p t  f o r  the 
th ree  fig u re s  in  th e  r in g , a n d  severa l 
y o u n g  h u sk ies  w h o  w e r e  s h a d o w -b o x 
in g  v ig o r o u s ly  o n  a  p la t fo r m  t o  th e  
rear.

E a c h  m a n , e x c e p t  D u g a n  h im s e lf , 
w o r e  a  w h ite  je r s e y  w ith  th e w o rd s  
“ P e te  D u g a n , th e  .M iss iss ip p i M e n a c e ”

s t itch e d  o n  th e  fr o n t  in  g reen . T h e  
g y m  la y  h o t w ith  th e  J u ly  sun o n  its 
r o o f ,  th e  a ir  h a d  a  b a k ed  q u a lity , an d , 
as th ou g h  to  em p h a size  the se cre cy  o f  
th e p ro ce e d in g s , the fa c e  h ad  b een  re 
m o v e d  fr o m  the c lo c k  on  th e  w a ll.

“ C om e  o n  th ere, ‘ R o c k y , ’ w e a v e  in  
like K e t t le t y ! N o w , P e te , le f t -h a n d  
h im !”

R o c k y , a lo n g , lean , b ig -n o s e d  c h a p  
w ith  on e  ear ca u liflo w e r , w o v e  in , h is 
g lo v e s  an d  b o d y  u n d u la tin g . D u g a n , 
h is  h ea v y  ch est g lis te n in g  w ith  p e rsp ira 
t io n  an d  red  f r o m  b lo w s , m o v e d  in  at a 
ta n g en t to  m eet h im . H is  r ig h t g lo v e  
fe in te d , th en  th e  le f t  sh o t o u t  w ith  a  
te rr ific  a rch in g  h o o k . A l l  th e  tim e h e  
w as c ir c lin g .

“ A n o t h e r !”  y e lle d  S tr in g e r , sw in g in g  
h is  o w n  le f t  e x c ite d ly . “ Y o u r  le f t  is  
y o u r  f o r t u n e !”

T h e  se co n d  h o o k  la n d ed  o b e d ie n tly .
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R o c k y ’s h ead  je r k e d  b a ck , a n d  e v e n  
th o u g h  h e h ad  e x p e c te d  th e  b lo w , th e  
m o c k in g  g r in  o n  h is  fa c e  w a s  rep la ced  
b y  a lo o k  o f  p a in e d  su rp rise . H is  w e a v 
in g  s to p p e d , a n d  h e  w en t su d d en ly  lim p  
as th o u g h  su sp en d ed  lo o s e ly  f r o m  the 
c e il in g  b y  a  str in g . O n e  w o n d e r e d  
w o u ld  th e  s tr in g  b e  s tro n g  e n o u g h  t o  
k e e p  h im  fr o m  to p p lin g  b a ck w a rd s .

“ T h a t ’ s e n o u g h  n o w , R o c k y ,”  said  
S tr in g e r , th en  h e  tu rn ed  in  th e  d ire c t io n  
o f  the s h a d o w -b o x in g  husk ies. “ H e y , 
‘ S a ilo r ’  M o r r is ,”  he ca lled , “ c o m e  sh o w  
u s a  c o u p le  o f  r o u n d s !”

R o c k y  c lim b e d  d o w n  o u t  o f  th e  r in g , 
a n d  w h ile  th e  n e w  s p a rr in g  p a rtn er  w as 
a r r iv in g  D u g a n  to o k  o u t h is  r e d -r u b b e r  
m o u th p ie ce  to  re s t  h is  ja w s . H e  w a s  
b re a th in g  ea s ily , a n d  lo o k e d  g o o d ;  th e 
h ea v in ess  o f  h is  ch est, sh ou ld ers  a n d  
n e ck  g iv in g  h im  an e x c e p t io n a lly  
d y n a m ic  a p p e a ra n ce  f o r  a  m id d le w e ig h t . 
A s  h e lean ed  a g a in st th e  ro p e s  h e 
s c o w le d  g o o d -n a tu r e d ly  at h is m a n a g er  
a n d  fa n n e d  h im s e lf  p la y fu l ly  w ith  o n e  
g lo v e . T h is  w a s  T u e s d a y . W it h  the 
b ig  figh t o f  h is  l i fe  c o m in g  o n  F r id a y  
h e h a d  n o t a  w o r r y  in  th e w o r ld .

T h e  d o o r  o p e n e d  a n d  a  m a n  w ith  a  
s tep la d d er  en tered .

“ H e y  th ere , m y  fr ie n d ,”  y e lle d  
S tr in g e r . “ T h is  g y m ’ s n o t  o p e n . 
Y o u ’ re  in  th e w r o n g  p e w .”

T h e  in tru d e r  ca m e  on  u n abash ed .
“ T h e y  sent m e  u p ,”  h e  sa id , “ t o  f ix  

y u h  c lo c k .”
S tr in g e r  ca s t a  g la n ce  a t th e sp eak er. 

H e  w as a  w r in k le d  o ld  c u s to m e r  w ith  a  
h a rd -b o ile d  e x p re ss io n . T h e n  S tr in g e r  
lo o k e d  u p  at th e  fa ce le ss  c lo ck .

“ A l l  r ig h t ,”  he sa id . “ G o  t o  it.
W it h o u t  fu r th e r  a d o  th e n e w c o m e r  

a d ju s te d  th e  la d d e r  a n d  c lim b e d  to  a 
p o s it io n  o f  e m in e n ce . D u g a n  an d  
S a ilo r  M o r r is  b eg a n  to  m ix  it  u p  in  the 
r in g  b e lo w .

“ N o w  th en , P e te ,”  sa id  S tr in g e r , re 
tu r n in g  t o  h is  p o s t  as m a ste r  ta ctician , 
“ le t ’ s see  y o u  g e t  g o in g . R e m e m b e r  the 
id ea  is  t o  r ig h t-h a n d  that b ird  K e tt le ty

t o  death . H e  d o n ’t su sp ect w h a t a  r ig h t  
w a llo p  y o u ’v e  d e v e lo p e d  th is  w in ter . 
C o m e  on . W h a t ’ s h o ld in g  y o u  u p ? ”

D u g a n  h ad  tu rn ed , c o n fu s e d  b y  th e  
ch a n g e  o f  ta ct ics .

“ G ee , D a n ,”  he sa id , “ I  d o n ’ t g e t  
y o u -------- ”

S tr in g e r  m a d e  a g e s tu re  o f  m ild  im 
p a tien ce .

“ W h e r e ’ s y o u r  b ra in s  —  in  y o u r  
s h o e s ? ”  he y e lle d , a n d  at the sa m e tim e 
h e  g a v e  D u g a n  a  lo n g , m e a n in g  fuj 
w in k .

“ Y o u  m ean  I ’m  to  r ig h t-h a n d  h im ?* '
“ Y o u  b e t !  B o r e  s tra ig h t in . S m a sh  

s tra ig h t th ro u g h  h is  g u a rd , a n d  s lu g  
h im  t ill h e ’ s d iz z y . T h a t ’ s th e  d o p e  
th at’ ll fe t c h  K e ttle ty . Y o u  c a n ’ t o u t 
b o x  h im .”

F o r  th ree  ro u n d s  D u g a n  b o r e d  in  
a n d  S a ilo r  M o r r is  t r ie d  to  s top  h im , 
w h ile  S tr in g e r  p o u r e d  in to  th eir  ears a  
to r re n t o f  u n fa m ilia r  in s tru ctio n s . T h e n  
th e  la tte r  ca lle d  it  o f f  f o r  th e d a y  a n d  
sent th em  to  th e b ags . I n  a fe w  m in 
u tes th e m an  o n  th e s tep la d d er  c lim b e d  
d o w n , le a v in g  b eh in d  h im  a  b r ig h t, n ew  
fa ce  on  th e  c lo c k . S tr in g e r  m a d e  su re  
th e  c lo c k  re p a ire r  w a s  w e ll o u t  th e d o o r  
a n d  in to  th e  e le v a to r  b e fo r e  h e re tu rn e d  
to  th e  g y m  h im s e lf .

“ O h , P e t e ! ”  h e  ca lled . “ L e t ’s see 
y o u  g o  th ro u g h  a  c o u p le  m o r e  ro u n d s . 
W e ’ll g o  b a ck  to  th e o r ig in a l d o p e .”

D u g a n  g la re d  at h is m a n a g e r  a n g r ily .
“ S a y , w h a t ’s th e  n o t io n ? ”  he d e 

m a n d e d . “ W a n t  to  ba ll m e  a ll u p ? ”
T h e  w o r r ie d  lo o k  in  S tr in g e r ’ s  eyes  

g a v e  w a y  t o  a tw in k le .
“ N o t  yo u , P e te ,”  h e  sa id , “ that gu y  

s ta llin g  a ro u n d  u p  th e re  w ith  th e  c lo c k . 
H e  w as a  sp y  f r o m  H a r r y  K e t t le ty ’ s 
c a m p .”

“ Y e a h ?  H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w ?
“ W h y , th at b ird  u sed  t o  b o x  p r e 

lim in a ries  a r o u n d  h e re  a b ou t tw enty  
y e a rs  a g o . B u t  th e  fo a m in g  ta n k a rd s  
g o t  h im  b e fo r e  h e  e v e r  g o t  fa r . I  im 
a g in e  K e t t le ty  a n d  J o h n n y  P la istovr  
th o u g h t I ’ d  n e v e r  seen  h im .”
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D u g a n  su d d en ly  b e ca m e  less ca re 
fre e .

“ Y o u  m ea n  th e y  been  sp y in ’ o n  m y  
tra in in ’ ?”

S tr in g e r  fo r c e d  a h ea rty  laugh .
“ N o , n o ;  I  m ean  th ey  b een  try in g  

to . N o w  y o u  a n d  S a ilo r  h o p  in to  the 
r in g  a n d  fo r g e t  it. T h a t  K e t t le ty  b u n ch  
w o n ’t s lip  a n y th in g  o v e r  o n  u s .”

B e fo r e  S tr in g e r  c o u ld  f o l lo w  h is 
fig h ters  u p  o v e r  the ro p e s  h e w as jo in e d  
b y  a  lean , g a n g lin g  y o u n g  m an , w ith  a 
sh o ck  o f  y e l lo w  ha ir tu m b lin g  d o w n  in to  
h is  e y e s . In  o n e  h and  he c a r r ie d  som e  
to w e ls , in  th e  o th er a b o tt le  o f  a lcoh o l. 
H e  w o r e  h is w h ite  je r s e y  rev ersed  so 
th at h is  b a ck  rea d  “ P e te  D u g a n , the 
M iss is s ip p i M e n a c e ,”  ra th er th an  his 
ch est.

“ W h a t  ban e th e  r o w ? ”  h e  d em a n d ed .
“ K e tt le ty  ju s t  had  a sp y  in  h e re ,”  

sa id  S tr in g e r  in a n  u n d erton e .
“ D id  h e  lea rn  m u c h ? ”
“ S u re , h e lea rn ed  a lot . B u t it w as 

a ll w r o n g .”
D u g a n  had  co m p le te d  h is w o r k o u t  

w ith  S a ilo r  M o r r is  an d  O le  w as u n la c
in g  h is  g lo v e s  f o r  h im  w h e n  th e  clan k  
o f  th e e le v a to r  w a s h eard  ou ts id e  again  
a n d  the d o o r  o p en ed . S tr in g e r  an d  O le  
tu rn e d , h a lf  e x p e c t in g  to  fin d  th e  c lo c k  
re p a ire r  h a d  re tu rn ed , b u t it w as o n ly  
a  m e sse n g e r  b o y .

“ B o x  f o r  M r . D u g a n ,”  th e la d  a n 
n o u n ce d .

D u g a n  started  fo r w a r d .
“ L a y  o f f  t h a t !”  sa id  S tr in g e r , s to p 

p in g  h im . “ D o n ’ t take a n y  ch a n ces . 
Y o u  d o n ’ t iknow  w h a t ’ s in th at b o x .”

“ I t ’s f l o w e r s !”  p ip e d  u p  the b o y .
“ F lo w e r s  ?”  O le  set d o w n  his a l

c o h o l b o tt le  a g ita ted ly . “ I  b a n ’ t o rd e re d  
f lo w e r s  sen t up h e re .”

“ S o m e  a d m irer , I  g u e ss .”
“ Y e a h ? ”  D u g a n ’ s fa c e  b r ig h te n e d  

w ith  su d d en  in terest. S tr in g e r  eyed  
h im  sh arp ly .

“ P e te ,”  he said , “ h ave  y o u  d iso b e y e d  
m y  o r d e r s  a n d  g o t  m ix e d  u p  w ith  som e  
ja n e ? ”

“ A w , w h a t ja n e s  d o  I  k n o w ? ”
“ O p e n  th e  fo o l  th in g  u p , O le .”  
G in g e r ly , as th o u g h  h e  e x p e c te d  so m e  

in fe rn a l m a ch in e  m ig h t be w ith in , O le  
u n tied  th e  s tr in g s  a n d  lo o se n e d  the 
p a p er. A  sw eet, s ick e n in g  o d o r  issued  
fo r th . H e  t o o k  o f f  the c o v e r , a n d  th ere, 
b e a u tifu lly  w ra p p e d  in  tissu e  p a p er , 
w e re  a  d ozen  m a g n ificen t M a d o n n a  
lilies . In sta n tly , th e ir  s tr o n g  fu n e re a l 
o d o r  seem ed  to  p e rv a d e  th e en tire  g y m 
n asiu m . D u g a n  e y e d  the b u n ch  o f  
w h ite  w a x y  b lo s s o m s  so b e r ly .

“ W h o  th ey  f r o m ? ”  he d em a n d ed  
S tr in g e r  p ick e d  u p  the ca rd  a n d  read  

it.
“ N o b o d y  y o u  k n o w .”  he sa id  ca re 

less ly . “ G o  tak e  y o u r  s h o w e r !”
D u g a n  sn a tch ed  th e  ca rd  f r o m  h im . 

I t  r e a d :

Dear M ississippi Menace: Keep these lil
ies in water. Your friends can use them 
after you pass out next Friday night.

H arry Kettlety.

D u g a n  lo o k e d  p e r p le x e d ly  f r o m  his 
m a n a g er to  h is  tra in er .

“ W h a t ’ s th e id e a ? ”  he ask ed .
“ O h , I  d o n ’ t k n o w ,”  sa id  S tr in g e r  

h u rr ie d ly . “ K e t t le t y ’s c ra z y  a n y w a y , 
y o u  k n o w . D o n ’ t p a y  a n y  a tten tion  to  
h im . G o  tak e  y o u r  s h o w e r .”

A f t e r  D u g a n  h a d  d isa p p ea red , 
S tr in g e r  sh o o k  h is  head  ru e fu lly .

“ W e ll ,  O le ,”  h e  sa id , “ it lo o k s  lik e  a 
to u g h  fo u r  d a ys  ah ead  o f  u s .”

“ Y o u  tan k  m a y b e  th ey  tr y  g e t P e te ’s 
g o a t  ?”

S tr in g e r  w a v e d  an  in d ig n a n t h a n d  at 
the o f fe n d in g  lilies.

“ D o n ’t that lo o k  like i t ?  A n d  I ’m  
n o t so  su re  th e y ’ ll s to p  at g o a t  g e ttin g . 
I ’v e  b een  fe a r in g  so m e th in g  lik e  th is . 
P e te ’ s th e  o n ly  b o v  that stands in the 
w a y  o f  K e tt le ty ’ s h o ld in g  th e title  a 
co u p le  y e a rs  lo n g e r . T o  w in  th is fig h t ’ s 
w o rth  a  q u a rte r  o f  a m illio n . A n d  a n y 
b o d y  w h o  k n o w s  H a r r y  K e ttle ty — n ot 
to  m en tion  th at J o h n n y  P la is to w , w h o  
is  m a n a g in g  h im — k n o w s  Ithey a re n ’t
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g o in g  to  lo se  a  q u a r te r  o f  a  m illio n  
u n til th ey  h a v e  p u lle d  e v e ry  tr ick  in  the 
b a g ! ”

“ A  b u n ch  o f  lilies  h a n ’t so  m u ch  o f  
a  t r ic k .”

“ N o , b u t it ’ ll d o  f o r  a  starter . I t  ge ts  
u n d er  th e  sk in . I t  starts us g u e ss in g , 
a n d  it starts D u g a n  g u e ss in g . I t ’ s g o t  
h im  g u e ss in g  in  th ere  r ig h t n o w  w h ile  
h e ’ s ta k in g  h is  s h o w e r .”

O le ’s ey es  w id e n e d  a n x io u s ly . H e  
h a d  sh a re d  P e te  D u g a n ’ s p u g ilis t ic  d es 
tin ies  f r o m  th e  n igh ts  w h en  th e y  w e re  
g la d  to  fig h t o n  th e  M iss is s ip p i w a ter  
f r o n t  tw o  p la tes  o f  ch ile  c o n  ca r n e  and  
a  f iv e -d o lla r  b ill. T h e y  h a d  d u g  g o ld , 
sh eared  sh eep , s lu n g  h ash , a lw a y s  w ith  
th e  ch a m p io n sh ip  in  the b a ck  o f  their 
m in d s . A n d  n o w  th e y  w e r e n ’ t g o in g  
to  g e t  a fa ir  ch a n ce  a t it.

“ Y a h ! ’ he e x c la im e d  d isg u sted . 
“ T h a t K e ttle ty  bane d ir ty  d o g ! ”

“ S u re . H e ’s a b o u t rea d y  to  tak e  the 
to b o g g a n , a n d  h e k n o w s  it. B u t he still 
has o n e  b ig  a d v a n ta g e . T h a t ’ s c o o ln e ss . 
H e  d o n ’t  rattle . W h ile  P e te  m igh t. 
I t 's  h is first N e w  Y o r k  fight. T h a t ’s 
w h y  I  w a n ted  h im  to  tra in  in  the 
G a rd en  h ere  a n d  g e t  u sed  to  the p lace . 
A n d  th a t ’ s w h y  I  h a d  th e  in scr ip tion s  
p u t o n  th e je r se y s . W e ’ re g o in g  to  need  
all th e m o ra le  w e  can  g e t .”

A s  he ta lk ed  S tr in g e r  w as th in k in g  
ahead . H e  w o n d e r e d  i f  th e K e ttle ty  
c r o w d  k n e w  the h o te l w h e re  D u g a n  
w as sto p p in g . T h is  w as n o  tim e  to  h a v e  
an  a ll-n ig h t p o k e r  g a m e  started  n e x t  
d o o r  to  a n e rv o u s  fig h ter .

“ B y  th e  w a y , O l e , ”  he sa id , “ I  th in k  
I ’ ll slip  P e te  o v e r  to  th e  S e y m o u r  th is 
e v e n in g  an d  m a k e  su re  h e  g e ts  a  qu iet 
n ig h t.”

S o o n  D u g a n , lo o k in g  c o o l  a n d  c o m 
fo r ta b le  a f t e r  h is  sh o w e r , sa u n tered  in. 
H e  h ad  h is w h ite -fla n n e l c o a t  th ro w n  
o v e r  h is  a rm , a n d  h is  sp ort sh irt, op en  
at th e  th roa t, rev ea led  h is h u g e  b u ll-lik e  
n eck . H e  w as ru d d y  w ith  h ea lth  and  
seem ed  as  v ib ra n t w ith  e n e r g y  as an  
e le c tr ic  co il .

“ W h e r e  a m  I  e a t in g ? ”  he d em a n d ed .
“ O h ,”  sa id  S tr in g e r , “ s o m e  n ice  q u ie t 

p la ce  u p to w n .”
“ W h a t ’ s the m a tter  w ith  the A s t o r ? ”
“ N o th in g , e x c e p t  y o u  a in ’t g o in g  

th e re .”
D u g a n ’ s e y e s  d a rk en ed .
“ I f  I  th o u g h t  K e t t le t y ’d  be  th ere , 

y o u  c o u ld n ’ t stop  m e. T h a t  g u y  a n d  h is  
l i l i e s ! H e  a in ’t g o t  m e  d e a d  a n d  b u r ie d  
y e t ! ”

S tr in g e r  a n d  O le  e x c h a n g e d  c o v e r t  
g la n ce s . K e t t le t y ’ s  f lo r a l d o n a tio n  had 
g o t  D u g a n  g u e ss in g .

“ L o o k  h ere , m a n ,”  sa id  S tr in g e r  
ca re less ly . “ Y o u ’ re  n o t  th in k in g  a b ou t 
th ose  f lo w e rs , a re  y o u ?  T h e y  d id n ’t  
m ea n  a n y th in g . T h a t ’ s a  reg u la r  
s tu n t w h e n  y o u  g e t  t o  f ig h t in g  in  N e w  
Y o r k .”

“ S u r e ,”  g ru n te d  D u g a n , “ a n d  s o ’ s b e 
in ’  sp ie d  o n .”

T h e y  h a d  d in n er  a n d  sat a r o u n d  a  
w h ile . T h e n , a b o u t ten , D u g a n  a n d  
O le  w en t u p  to  th e ir  r o o m s . A  fe w  
m in u te s  la ter  th ey  s lip p e d  d o w n  th e  
se rv ice  sta irs to  a b a ck  a lle y  w h e re  th e y  
w e r e  m et b y  S tr in g e r  w h o  c o n d u c te d  
th em  to  a  w a it in g  ta x i . W h e n  th ey  
rea ch ed  th e S e y m o u r , a  b ig  sk y scra p e r  
h ote l o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  to w n , th e y  
d id  n o t  e n te r  b y  th e  m a in  en tra n ce  b u t 
w en t d ire c t ly  t o  th e  e le v a to rs  an d  th en ce  
to  a  su ite  o f  th re e  r o o m s  th a t h a d  b e e n  
reserv ed  in  the n a m e o f  “ M a c G u ir e .”

A f t e r  th e  b e ll b o y  h a d  le f t  S tr in g e r  
w e n t to  th e w in d o w  a n d  p e e re d  ou t. 
T h ir ty -th r e e  s to r ie s  b e lo w  h im  tr o l le y s  
a n d  m o t o r  ca rs  w e re  ru n n in g  a lo n g  as 
th o u g h  in  so m e  L illip u t ia n  street. T o  
th e  n o r th  s p re a d  a  v a s t  n e tw o r k  o f  
illu m in a ted  ca n y o n s . A  c o o l  b re e z e  w a s  
c o m in g  o f f  th e  r iv er . I ts  m u r m u r  a b o u t 
th e b u ild in g  m a d e  S tr in g e r  th in k  o f  h is  
y e a r  a t sea  a n d  n ig h ts  o f  lo o k o u t  d u ty  
in  the “ c r o w ’ s n e s t .”  H e  d r e w  in  a lo n g , 
le isu re ly  b rea th , h is  firs t  in  t w e n t y - fo u r  
h o u rs .

D u g a n  w a s  s ittin g  o n  th e b ed . H e  
u n la ced  h is  sh oes , th en  to o k  o f f  h is  c o a t
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an d  m e th o d ica lly  h u n g  it o n  th e  p a ten t 
h a n g e r  in  th e  c lo s e t . S tr in g e r  w a tch ed  
h im .

“ F e e l s le e p y ? ”  he ask ed .
“ S u re ,”  sa id  D u g a n , d e fia n tly . “ W h y  

s h o u ld n ’t I ?  N o t h in g ’s tro u b lin g  m e .”
S tr in g e r  m a d e  ce r ta in  th e  d o o r  to  the 

c o r r id o r  w a s  lo ck e d , th en  said  “ G o o d  
n ig h t”  to  D u g a n  a n d  jo in e d  O le  in  the 
n e x t  r o o m .

“ G e e ! ' ’ h e  e x c la im e d . “ A i n ’t th is  
n ice  a n d  q u ie t ? ”

“ I t  ban e  p e r fe c t .”
“ Y e s , sir. L e t  P e te  g e t in  h is  th ree 

n ig h ts ’ s leep  up  h ere  a m o n g  th e c lo u d s  
a n d  K e t t le ty  w ill fin d  h im  a  h a rd  b o y  to  
fa z e .”

I t  seem ed  to  S tr in g e r  that h e h a d  
h a rd ly  d o z e d  o f?  w h en  h e w a s  b ro u g h t  
to  a  s it t in g  p o s it io n  b y  w h a t sou n d e d  
lik e  a  m o t o r  ca r  t r y in g  to  en ter h is  
r o o m . T h e n  a  r o a r  o f  e x p lo s io n s  
c ir c le d  the b u ild in g . H e  c o u ld  see the 
w in d o w  cu rta in s  flap  f r o m  th e  p u lsa 
tio n s  o f  a ir . S to p p in g  o n ly  lo n g  en ou g h  
to  n o te  th at th e illu m in a ted  d ia l o f  h is  
w a tch  read  e x a c t ly  o n e  o ’c lo c k , h e  
d a sh ed  in to  O le ’ s r o o m . T h e  S w ed ish  
tra in e r  w a s  s ta n d in g  in  h is  p a ja m a s  
in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  ca rp e t , h is  eyes 
w id e  w ith  a la rm .

“ W h a t  b a n e  th a t? ”  h e d em a n d ed .
“ D a m n e d  i f  I  k n o w . I s  P e te  all 

r ig h t ? ”
T h e y  p u sh ed  th e  d o o r  to  th e  n e x t  

r o o m  op e n , a n d  th ere  in  th e h a lf  ligh t 
th e y  c o u ld  see  th e  m id d le w e ig h t s ittin g  
u p r ig h t in  b ed . T h e  ra ck e t ou ts id e  d ied  
d o w n , th en  b e ca m e  lo u d e r  th an  ev er . A  
sh a d o w  fla sh ed  b y  th e o p e n  w in d o w .

“ H o ly  s m o k e !”  y e lle d  D u g a n . “ I t ’ s 
c o m in g  i n !”

S tr in g e r  ru sh ed  to  th e  w in d o w  and 
lo o k e d  ou t. A g a in s t  th e stars h e  saw  
th e  r e ce d in g  ou tlin e  o f  an  a irp la n e . H e  
w a tch e d  the b a tlik e  a p p a rition  w in g  its 
w a y  n o r th w a r d  o v e r  th e  c ity , w a it in g  till 
th e  s ta cca to  o f  its m o t o r  h ad  d im in ish ed  
to  a  la zy  d ro n e . T h e n  h e  tu rn e d  w ith  
a  lau gh .

“ A l l  it  is, is  s o m e  a ir  m a ilm a n  o f f  h is  
c o u r s e ! ”

B u t  p r e c is e ly  s ix ty  m in u tes  la ter  th e 
a ir  m a ilm a n  w a s b a ck  w ith  a n o th e r  
c a r g o  o f  n o ise . S tr in g e r  a n d  O le  e x 
c h a n g e d  d isg u sted  g la n ce s . T h e r e  w as 
n o  u se  to  k id  th em se lv es  th is  tim e. 
D u g a n  w as n o t  g o in g  t o  g e t  a n y  sleep  
th is  n ig h t, n o t  i f  H a r r y  K e tt le ty  had  
a n y th in g  to  sa y  a b o u t  it .

W h ile  th e  p la n e  d r o n e d  o f f  t o  th e  
n o r th , its th ree  v ic t im s  w e n t in to  c o n 
su lta tion . U n d o u b te d ly , th e p e s t  w as 
h ire d  f o r  a  fu ll  n ig h t ’ s w o r k . O le  w a s  
a ll f o r  s lip p in g  o f f  to  a n o th er  h o te l, b u t, 
as S tr in g e r  p o in te d  ou t, i f  th e K e tt le ty  
c r o w d  h a d  b e e n  a b le  t o  sh a d o w  D u g a n  
to  th e  S e y m o u r  at e lev en , it  w o u ld  be 
v a s tly  e a s ie r  t o  sh a d o w  h im  at t w o  in 
th e  m o r n in g  w h en  th e streets  w e r e  p r a c 
t ica lly  d eserted . F in a lly  D u g a n  h im s e lf  
settled  th e  m atter.

“ I ’ ll b e  h a n g e d ,”  h e  sa id , “ i f  th at 
b ir d  ca n  d r iv e  m e o u t o f  th is h o te l. I  
stick  r ig h t  h e re  till h e  starts th r o w in g  
in  d y n a m ite !”

A t  S tr in g e r ’ s su g g e stio n  O le  d r a g g e d  
a  m attress  in to  th e  b a th r o o m , an d  
D u g a n  w as fin a lly  p e rsu a d e d  to  s leep  
o n  it. W it h  th e  d o o r  c lo s e d  it lo o k e d  as 
th o u g h  the sm all in te r io r  co m p a rtm e n t 
w o u ld  be n ea rly  sou n d  p r o o f .

“ G ee , I  ca n ’ t sleep  in  h e re ,”  p r o 
tested  D u g a n . “ I ’ ll sm o th e r .”

“ I ’ ll stay  u p ,”  sa id  S tr in g e r . “ I  n eed  
sleep  less than  y o u  tw o  b o y s  d o . W h e n  I 
h e a r  th e  p lan e c o m in g  I ’ ll c lo s e  y o u r  
d o o r  an d  th e  w in d o w s . A f t e r  it ’ s g o n e  
I ’ ll o p e n  e v e ry th in g  u p  a g a in .”

T o  th e m an  w a tch in g  b y  th e  w in d o w , 
th e  n ig h t d ra g g e d  on  in term in a b ly . A t  
th ree  and  fo u r  he ca u g h t th e  so u n d  o f  
the a p p ro a ch in g  p la n e  a n d  t ip to e d  
a cro ss  to  c lo s e  th e b a th ro o m  d o o r , b u t 
each  tim e  a g r u m b lin g  v o ic e  w ith in  
a ssu red  h im  the p re ca u tio n  w a s u n 
n e cessa ry . D u g a n  w a s  as aw a k e  as a n  
o w l. S tr in g e r  c o u ld  h e a r  h im  to ss in g  
an d  cu rs in g . F in a lly  a  fa in t  tra n s lu - 
c e n c e  b eg a n  to  s h o w  in  th e  E a st. H e
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w a ite d  until th e  tra n slu cen ce  w a s sh ot 
th ro u g h  w ith  streak s o f  c r im s o n  and 
h e  c o u ld  see th e  s m o k e  f r o m  tw o  tu g 
b o a ts  m a k in g  th e ir  w a y  u p  th e  E a st 
R iv e r , th en  h e rose .

“ H e y , P e t e ! ”  h e ca lle d . “ Y o u  ca n  
c o m e  b a ck  to  b ed . T h e  p la n e  w o n ’t  
s h o w  u p  a ga in . T h a t  p ilo t  w o n ’t take 
a n y  ch a n ce s  o f  b e in g  sp o tte d .”

B u t m o r n in g  m ea n t th e  ru m b le  o f  
s e rv ice  e le v a to rs  a n d  a  g la r e  o f  su n 
lig h t  th r o u g h  the cu rta in s . A t  seven  
o ’c lo c k  S tr in g e r  g a v e  it up  as a b a d  jo b  
an d  w e n t in to  O le ’ s r o o m . T h e  tra in er  
h a d  d ra w n  u p  a  ta b le  a n d  w as s ittin g  
o n  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  b ed  p la y in g  so li
ta ire . H is  fa c e  w a s  g a u n t a n d  g ra y  
f r o m  la ck  o f  s leep . S tr in g e r  ca u g h t 
a  g lim p se  o f  h is  o w n  fa c e  in  the m ir r o r .

“ T o u g h  n ig h t,”  h e  said .
O le  n o d d e d . “ H o w ’ s P e t e ? ”
“ H e  ju s t  d o z e d  o f f .  P m  g o in g  to  

s tick  a ro u n d  a n d  see  n o th in g  h ap pen s 
t o  h im . N o t h in g  m o r e , I  m ea n . Y o u  
g o  o v e r  to  th e  G a rd en  a n d  te ll th e  b o y s  
w e  w o n ’t  g o  u p  to  th e  p a rk  f o r  a n y  
ro a d  w o r k  th is  m o r n in g . W h e n  P e te  
w a k es  u p  I ’ ll b r in g  h im  o v e r  f o r  a  
f e w  r o u n d s .”

“ I  t ’an k  m a y b e  h e  b e tte r  la y  o f f . ”
S tr in g e r  sh o o k  h is  head.
“ B ette r  w o r k  th an  s it  r o u n d  a n d  

w o r r y .”
“ P y  y in g o , w e  co m p la in  to  th e b o x 

in g  co m m is s io n  a b o u t th is  a ir p la n e !”
A g a in  S tr in g e r  sh o o k  h is  head.
“ I f  w e  p u t up a  sq u a w k  to  th e m  o r  

to  th e  p a p e rs  w e ’ ll sou n d  lik e  c r y 
bab ies . T h a t ’ s th e  d ir t ie s t  p a rt  o f  it, 
a n d  th at J o h n n y  P la is to w  k n o w s  it. H e  
has g o t  us g o in g  a n d  c o m in g . I f  w e  
c o m p la in  w e  g e t th e m e r r y  h a -h a ; i f  
w e  say  n o th in g  it g e ts  o u r  g o a t  w o rs e  
th an  e v e r .”

T h r e e  h o u rs  la te r  S tr in g e r  d e liv e re d  
a  so m e w h a t g lo o m y  D u g a n  in to  O le ’s 
ca re  at th e  G a rd en , a n d  th en  h u rr ie d  
o f f  in  a  ta x i . W h e n  h e  re tu rn e d  P e te  
w a s  n e a r ly  th ro u g h  h is r in g  w o rk . 
S tr in g e r  c a lle d  O le  t o  o n e  side.

“ I ’v e  ju s t  lo ca te d  a little  inn  u p  in 
th e c o u n t r y ,”  h e w h isp e re d , a s  th o u g h  
th e  w a lls  o f  the g y m  it s e lf  h ad  ears. 
“ W e ’ll sm u g g le  P e te  u p  th ere  so m e  tim e  
th is  a ft e r n o o n  a n d  lie  lo w  till th e  d a y  
o f  th e  fig h t .”

O le  b ru sh e d  h is  y e l lo w  sh o c k  o f  h a ir 
b a ck  n e rv o u s ly .

“ Y o u  ca n ’t g e t  u s a w a y  t o o  q u ic k ,”  
h e  said .

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ?  A n y th in g  m o re  
g o n e  w r o n g ? ”

“ P e te  ju s t  g o t  s o r e  a t M r . M o r r is  
a n d  k n o c k e d  h im  o u t .”

“ H e  has g o t  t o  cu t  th a t.”
“ H e  b a n ’t fo l lo w in g  any  o f  y o u r  in 

s tru c tio n s -------- ”
S tr in g e r  d id  n o t  w a it to  h e a r  m o re . 

H e  s tro d e  a cro ss  th e  g y m  an d  u p  to  the 
r in g  w h e re  D u g a n  w a s  la sh in g  in to  
R o c k y  w ith  m o r e  fu r y  th an  sk ill.

“ H e y  th ere , P e t e !”  h e  y e lle d . 
“ W h a t ’ s th e  id e a ? ”

D u g a n  t o o k  o u t h is  m o u th p ie ce  a n d  
ca m e  to  th e  ro p e s .

“ I ’v e  c h a n g e d  m y  ta c t ic s ,”  h e  a n 
n o u n ce d . “ I  b een  th in k in g . I  b e t  th at 
c lo c k  b ir d  k n e w  w e  w e re  s tr in g in g  h im  
a n d  d o p e d  o u t  o u r  rea l p lan . S o  I  
fr a m e d  u p  so m e th in g  n e w .”

S tr in g e r  lo o k e d  a t th e  flu sh ed  a n d  
p a n tin g  figh ter .

“ S a y ,”  h e  sa id , in  a  to n e  o f  d e lib e r 
a te  c o n te m p t, “ it  d id n ’ t ta k e  K e tt le ty  
lo n g  to  flu s te r  y o u , d id  i t ? ”

D u g a n  g la re d  a n g r ily .
“ W h a t  d ’y e  m ean  ? I  a in ’t  flu s te re d .”  
“ N o ;  (but y o u ’ re  n e x t  d o o r  'to it. 

Y o u ’re  th in k in g  t o o  m u ch . Y o u  g o  b a ck  
to  th e  o ld  in s tru ctio n s . T o -n ig h t  I ’m  
g o in g  to  take y o u  o u t  a n d  p u t y o u  to  
b ed  w ith  th e  ch ick e n s , an d  t o -m o r r o w  
m o r n in g  y o u ’ ll fe e l d if fe re n t  a b o u t h o w  
m u ch  th a t sp y  fo u n d  o u t .”

“ Y e a h ? ”  sa id  D u g a n  s u lk ily ; b u t he 
w e n t  b a ck  a n d  cu t  o u t  th e  s lu g g in g .

T h a t  e v e n in g  fo u n d  th re e  n e w  gu ests  
s ittin g  o n  th e  v e ra n d a  o f  H illc r e s t  In n . 
O n  le a v in g  th e  G a rd en , O le  a n d  D u g a n  
h a d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  th e  T im e s  S q u a r e
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su b w a y . H e r e  th ey  h a d  sp en t a  so lid  
h o u r  u n d e rg ro u n d , d o d g in g  in  a n d  o u t 
o f  tra in s , m in g lin g  in  the c r o w d s , until 
it  se e m e d  th e c le v e re s t  sleu th  in  the 
w o r ld  m u st h ave  lo s t th e ir  tra il. T h e n  
th ey  h ad  tak en  a tra in  fa r  u p to w n  and 
h en ce  a ta x i to  w ith in  h a lf  a  m ile  o f  
th e ir  p re se n t h ea d q u a rters . T h e  rest 
o f  th e  w a y  th ey  h a d  w a lk ed . S tr in g e r  
had  fo l lo w e d  a s im ilar  lin e  o f  a c t io n  in 
a n o th e r  su b w a y .

A s  the th ree  o f  th em  sat a n d  w a tch ed  
a  tin y  c re s ce n t m o o n  t r y in g  to  sh o o t  its 
s len d er  su p p ly  o f  b eam s th ro u g h  th e  
h e a v y  w o o d s  in  w h ich  th e inn  w as lo 
ca ted , th ey  sh o u ld  h a v e  fe lt  a b so lu te ly  
at ease. T h e r e  w e re  fe w  g u ests  to  d is 
tu rb  th em . In  fa c t , th e u p p e r  f lo o r , as 
w e ll as sev era l c o tta g e s  s ca ttered  in  th e  
w o o d s  a ro u n d  th e cen tra l b u ild in g , w ere  
c lo s e d  u p  en tire ly . M o r e o v e r , th eir  
d in n er  had  b een  e x ce lle n t , an d  the e v e 
n in g  b reeze , la d en  w ith  d am p  w o o d  
o d o r s , w a s  r e fr e s h in g ly  g r a te fu l a fte r  
th e h eat o f  th e c ity  p a v em en ts .

B u t th ey  w e re  n o t a t ea se . T h e  v e ry  
q u ie tn ess  o f  the p o r c h  a n d  the su r
r o u n d in g  w o o d s  b eca m e  o p p re ss iv e . 
T r u e , K e tt le ty  an d  h is  sh a rp sh o o te rs  
c o u ld  n o t p o s s ib ly  k n o w  w h ere  th ey  
w ere . Y e t  th ere w a s  a lw a y s  th e u n 
certa in ty . T h e y  tr ied  to  ch a t, bu t 
S tr in g e r  h ad  in s is ted  th ey  k eep  o f f  the 
figh t. A t  n in e  o ’c lo c k  D u g a n  c o u ld  
stand  it n o  lo n g e r .

“ G e e ,”  h e sa id , “ these c r ick e ts  g e t 
m y  g oa t. I ’m  g o in g  u p  to  b e d .”

S tr in g e r  and  O le  w a tch ed  h im  d isa p 
p ea r in to  th e  h otel.

“ I t ’ s b een  a to u g h  b rea k  a ll a lo n g ,”  
sa id  S tr in g e r  “ W e  sh ou ld  h a v e  fo u g h t  
th is  s cra p  last M a rch , a n y w a y .”

O le  ey ed  th e  t ip  o f  h is g lo w in g  c ig a r  
sh re w d ly .

“ T t ’ ank p o s tp o n in g  th a t fig h t last 
M a r c h  b an e a n o th e r  tr ick . I  d o n ’ t t ’ank 
K e ttle tv  e v e r  c ra ck e d  h is  k n u ck les  at 
a l l . ’

“ Y o u ’ re  w r o n g  th ere . I to o k  m y  o w n  
d o c to r  o v e r  an d  m a d e  P la is to w  u n ban 

d a g e  h is  b o y 's  h a n d s. H e ’d  cra ck e d  his 
k n u ck les  a ll r ig h t .”

“ L u c k y  f o r  h im . P e te  c o u ld  fin ish ed  
h im  in  th ree rou n d s . H e  w a s  g o in ’ 
y u st  lik e  a c y c lo n e .”

“ Y e a h , f o r  o n ce  K e tt le ty  g o t  a  lu ck y  
brea k  w ith o u t h a v in g  to  p u ll a n y th in g  
lo w .”

“ Y e p , w e ’d  ’a ’ lick ed  h im  last M a r c h .”
A b r u p t ly  S tr in g e r  ju m p e d  u p  an d  

sh o o k  h im s e lf , as th o u g h  e n d e a v o r in g  
to  shake o f f  som e  in v is ib le  en em y .

“ W e  g o tta  snap  o u t  o f  it ,”  he m u t
tered . “ T h is  th in g  is g e tt in g  u s as bad  
as it is P ete . W e ’ re  a ll r ig h t n o w — if  
w e  o n ly  k eep  o u r  n e r v e .”

B u t aga in  D a n  S tr in g e r  w as r e ck o n 
in g  w ith o u t h is  op p o n e n t. H e  h a d  ju s t  
tu rn ed  in  a ft e r  a f iv e -c ig a r  v ig il u n d e r  
D u g a n ’ s w in d o w  w h en  he o p e n e d  his 
ey es  a n d  fo u n d  th e r o o m  so  b r ig h t  that 
he co u ld  co u n t  the p eta ls  on  th e  flo w e rs  
o f  h is w all p a p e r . O u ts id e  so m e  on e  
w a s  y e llin g  fire . A t  first he th ou g h t it 
w a s  th e inn , it s e lf . T h e n  h e saw  to  
h is r e lie f  that it w as o n e  o f  the v a ca n t 
co tta g e s  a b ou t f i f ty  y a rd s  a w a y . A l 
read y  flam es w e re  sh o o t in g  f r o m  w in 
d o w s  on  tw o  sides.

A s  h e s tru g g le d  in to  h is c lo th e s  he 
m a d e  o u t on  th e g r o u n d  b e lo w  tw o  fig 
u res  tu g g in g  at a  h ose  fr o m  w h ich  a 
fe e b le  s trea m  o f  w a te r  g u rg le d . O n e  
w as easily  re co g n iz a b le  as the lithe, 
e ffe m in a te  y o u n g  h o te l c le rk , n o w  a r 
ra y ed  in  a p a ir  o f  p a ja m a s . T h e  o th e r  
w o r e  g y m  p a n ts  a n d  a je r s e y  lettered  
“ P e te  D u g a n , the M iss is s ip p i M e n a c e .”  
I t  w as P e te  h im s e lf . S tr in g e r  sn orted  
w ith  rage, a n d  a  m o m e n t la te r  h e  w a s  
sh ak in g  th e  fa ith fu l O le  fr o m  a tro u - 
b le d js le e p .

“ H e y , O le ,”  he sa id , “ p a ck  u p  y o u r  
s tu ff  an d  m e e t m e  at th e  g a ra g e  in  five  
m in u tes .”

T h e n  h e ru sh ed  d o w n sta ir s  a n d  ou t 
u p on  th e la w n  w h e re  D u g a n  a n d  the 
p a ja m a s  w e re  still s tru g g lin g  w ith  th e  
h ose . F r o m  the v illa g e  in the v a lle y  
b e lo w  ca m e  the sou n d  o f  a fir e  siren .
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S tr in g e r  c la p p e d  th e  fig u re  in  w h ite  
je r s e y  an d  g y m  p an ts o n  th e  b a ck .

“ C o m e  o n , P e te ,”  h e  sa id , “ w e ’ re  
c h e ck in g  o u t .”

D u g a n ’ s ja w  set.
“ T h a t ’ s a  h e llu v a  sp ir it  to  s h o w  w h en  

y o u r  h ote l m a y  b u rn  d o w n .”
“ Y o u  c o m e  o n ,”  re p e a te d  S tr in g e r  

firm ly . “ Y o u ’ re  j o b ’ s fig h tin g  H a r r y  
K e t t le ty — n o t  f ir e .”

F in a lly  w h e n  th e  lo ca l d ep artm en t 
a rr iv e d  D u g a n  co n se n te d  to  w ith d ra w  
h is se rv ice s . T o g e t h e r  fig h te r  an d  m a n 
a g e r  p ick e d  th eir  w a y  th ro u g h  lin es  o f  
sp u rtin g  h o se  a n d  a ro u n d  to  th e d a rk  
s id e  o f  th e h o te l w h e re  th ey  m et O le  
la d en  w ith  th e ir  su it cases . T h e y  m ad e  
th e ir  w a y  to  th e  g a ra g e , a n d  as th e y  
e n te re d  th ey  d e tected  a  s tra n g e ly  f a 
m ilia r  o d o r .

D u g a n  sn iffe d .
“ K e tt le ty  h a sn ’ t lo ca te d  us, has h e ? ”  
“ T h e r e  are f i f te e n  co tta g e s  a ro u n d  the 

in n ,”  sa id  S tr in g e r  b itte r ly . “ Y o u  
d id n ’t th in k  th e  o n e  d ir e c t ly  in  fr o n t  o f  
y o u r  r o o m  ca u g h t fire  ju s t  b y  ch a n ce , 
d id  y o u ? ”

“ A w , D a n ,”  sa id  D u g a n , “ K e ttle ty  
w o u ld n ’ t set a fire . H e  d o e s n ’t  w a n t to  
w in  that b a d .”

“ D o n ’ t h e ?  l o o k  a t th a t !”
T h e y  tu rn ed . T h e r e , fa s te n e d  to  the 

s te e r in g  w h ee l o f  S tr in g e r ’s ca r , w as a 
b u n ch  o f  M a d o n n a  lilies. In  th e g lo o m  
o f  th e g a ra g e  th e w h ite , w a x y  b lo sso m s  
seem ed  t o  h a v e  a n  a lm o st  m a lign an t 
g lo w . W it h  a  m u tte re d  cu rse  S tr in g e r  
se ized  the o f fe n d in g  flo ra l tr ib u te  an d  
g r o u n d  it u n d e r  h is h ee l. In sta n tly  th e  
sw eet s ick e n in g  o d o r  in ten s ified . A n d  
each  o f  the th re e  m en  h a d  th e  sam e 
m en ta l p ic tu re . I t  w a s D u g a n  ly in g  
k n o ck e d  o u t  ben ea th  the red  p lu sh  rop es  
o f  th e G a rd e n  r in g  w ith  sp ra y s  o f  
lilies  sp rea d  te n d e r ly  o v e r  h is m o t io n 
less b o d y . K e tt le ty  a n d  J o h n n y  P la is - 
to w  w e re  a rch -p sy ch o lo g is ts .

I t  t o o k  h a lf  a n  h o u r  to  g e t the ca r  
th ro u g h  th e  ja m  o f  m o to r s  and  fire  
ap p a ra tu s a n d  o u t u p o n  th e m a in  roa d .

“ D id  y o u  p a y  o u r  b ill ? ”  a sk ed  D u g a n . 
“ I ’ ll m a il it t o -m o r r o w ,”  sa id  S tr in g e r  

g ru ffly .
T h e y  d r o v e  a lo n g  severa l m iles . 

F in a lly  S tr in g e r  sp ok e .
“ P e te ,”  h e  sa id , “ I ’m  o n e  c o r k in g  

m a n a g e r  i f  I  ca n ’ t o u tw it  th o se  g u y s  
e n o u g h  to  g e t  y o u  a n ig h t ’ s s le e p .”  

“ T h e y ’ re  w ise  b ir d s .”
“ Y e s . T h e y  m u st  h a v e  a  re g u la r  

g a n g  s h a d o w in g  u s .”
‘“ G e e , it ’ ll c o s t  K e t t le t y  so m e th in g  

f o r  a ll th ese  lilies  a n d  d e te c t iv e s .”
“ H e  sh o u ld  w o r r y . I t ’s w o r th  a 

q u a rter  o f  a m illio n  to  h im  to  w in .”  
D u g a n  la p sed  in to  s ilen ce . H is  

n a tu re  th at w o u ld  h a v e  fla red  u p  in to  
fu r y  a t a n y  o u tr ig h t  d ish o n e sty  w a s o n ly  
o v e r w h e lm e d  b y  th is  ca m p a ig n  o f  s leep 
lessn ess a n d  fu n e re a l lilies . K e tt le ty  
an d  P la is to w  m u st b e  d a rn  w ise  in  th e  
tr ick s  o f  g e tt in g  at a  g u y  th ro u g h  h is  
m in d . A n d  th en  th is  u n ca n n y  stu n t o f  
a lw a y s  k n o w in g  w h e re  D u g a n  w as. D e 
tectiv es  ? S u re . T h a t  e x p la in e d  it 
w ith o u t a  w o r d . B u t n o w  in  th e c o ld , 
d a m p  d a rk n ess  o f  tw o  in  th e  m o r n in g , 
s h o o t in g  d o w n  an u n k n o w n  ro a d  a t f i f ty  
m iles  an  h o u r , th ere  seem ed  so m e th in g  
a m a z in g  a b o u t it, so m e th in g  a lm o st  o c 
cu lt . D o u g h ty  a  sp ir it as h e  w as, it  g o t  
h im . T h e  n e rv e s  o f  h is  sca n tily  c la d  
b o d y  t ig h ten ed  in to  k n o ts  f r o m  th e  c o ld  
a n d  e x c ite m e n t . T h e y  seem ed  to  h a v e  
b een  o n t th e  ro a d  f o r  h ou rs .

“ F o r  the lo v e  o f  H e a v e n , D a n ,”  h e 
m u ttered , “ w h e re  y o u  ta k in g  u s ? ”

T h e  m an  at th e  w h e e l lea n ed  o v e r :  
“ B a ck  in to  th e c it y .”

T h e y  d r o v e  a cro ss  a  lo n g  b r id g e  in to  
M a n h a tta n  ju s t  as a  s tr in g  o f  b a rg es  
w as a b o u t to  b e  to w e d  u n d er . S tr in g e r , 
lo o k in g  b a ck , sa w  h is ca r  h ad  b een  the 
last to  pass b e fo r e  the d r a w  w a s  li fte d . 
I t  w as a H e a v e n -s e n t  o p p o r tu n ity . I f  
b y  a n y  ch a n ce  a  c a r  w a s  fo l lo w in g  th em  
it  had  b een  le f t  b eh in d . H e  tu rn e d  
sh a rp ly  an d  d r o v e  in d is cr im in a te ly  
em p ty  s id e  streets. A t  last h e fo u n d  
w h at h e w a s  lo o k in g  f o r — a sm all f o u r -
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s to ry  h o te l w ith  a m u ch -b e g la z e d  b a r  
o n  the firs t  f lo o r , re lic  o f  p r e p ro h ib it io n  
d a y s . In  th e  o ffice  w a s  a  fa in t  g lo w  
o f  lig h t .

A s  th ey  g o t  o u t  o f  th e  c a r  S tr in g e r  
n o t ic e d  a streak  o f  sm u d g e  on  D u g a n ’ s 
fa c e  l e f t  f r o m  h is  f ir e  fig h tin g . I t  g a v e  
th e  o ld e r  m a n  a n  id ea . T e ll in g  O le  
to  ta k e  a  co u p le  b lan k ets  fr o m  th e suit 
ca se , h e  w ra p p e d  D u g a n  in  th e ir  c r im 
so n  fo ld s  a n d  le d  h im , lim p in g  in to  the 
h o te l o ffice .

“ T h is  g en tlem a n  has ju s t  b e e n  b u rn e d  
o u t  o f  h is a p a rtm e n t,”  h e sa id  to  the 
c le rk . “ C an  y o u  p u t h im  a n d  h is  fr ie n d  
u p  f o r  a  c o u p le  o f  d a y s ? ”

T h e  c le r k  ru b b e d  h is  ey es , to o k  se v 
era l lo o k s  a t the fig u re  w ra p p e d  in  c r im 
so n  b la n k ets  a n d  d e c id e d  that h e  w o u ld  
r isk  it. F iv e  m in u tes  la ter S tr in g e r  
w a s  b a c k  o n  u p p e r  B r o a d w a y , a n d  in 
a  m o s t  ju b ila n t  fr a m e  o f  m in d . N o t  
a ll th e  d e te c t iv e s  in  th e w o r ld  c o u ld  lo 
ca te  h is  fig h te r  th is  t im e . H e  fo u n d  
h im s e l f  a  h ote l n e a r  T im e s  S q u a re , a n d  
the n e x t  m o r n in g  s tro lle d  n on ch a la n tly  
in to  th e  o ff ice  at th e  to p  o f  th e  G a rd en . 
A s  h e  d id  so  a n  u n ctu o u s  v o ic e  g ree ted  
h im . “ H e l lo , th ere , o ld  p a l !”

I t  w a s  J o h n n y  P la is to w , K e tt le ty ’ s 
m a n a g e r , fa t  o f  p a u n ch  a n d  fa t te r  o f  
jo w l .  A s  h e s to o d  th ere  fa n n in g  h im 
s e lf  w ith  h is  p a n a m a , h is  th in , b la ck  
lo ck s  a r t fu l ly  p la stered  o v e r  h is  tem p les  
len t h im  a d e m u re , a lm ost b a b y lik e  e x 
p re ss io n . T h e  co n v e rsa t io n  d id  n o t 
to u c h  u p o n  flo ra l tr ib u tes , n o r  u p o n  d e
te ct iv es . P o k e r  fa c e  m e t p o k e r  fa ce . 
S tr in g e r  e x te n d e d  h is  h and .

“ H e llo , J o h n n y ,”  h e s a id ; “ g la d  to  see 
y o u . H o w ’s y o u r  b o y  c o m in g  a lo n g ? ”

“ O h , fa i r  t o  m id d lin g . H o w ’ s 
y o u r s  ?”

“ N e v e r  b e tte r .”
“ W h e r e  y o u  k e e p in g  h im , D a n  ? U p  

in  the c o u n t r y ? ”
N o t  a te llta le  f l ick e r  c r o s s e d  S tr in g 

e r ’ s fa ce .
“ Y e p ,”  h e  s a id ; “ u p  w h e re  it’ s qu iet. 

H e ’ s d o w n  n ice  a n d  fin e .”

T h e y  e x ch a n g e d  q u a rte r  c ig a rs  a n d  
a n  a n e cd o te . T h e n , a ft e r  see in g  F o l -  
g e r e y , D u g a n ’ s m a n a g e r  s tro lle d  b a ck  
to  h is h ote l. It w a s  all so  u n d er  c o v e r . 
H e  and  P la is to w  had  h o b n o b b e d  lik e  
lo d g e  b ro th ers . F o lg e r e y , p r o m o t in g  
th e  figh t, h a d n ’t a n  in k lin g  o f  w h a t w as 
g o in g  o n . E v e n  as  h e  h a d  ch a tted  w ith  
P la is to w , th e  w ily  m in d  b e h in d  that 
b a b y  fa c e  w as p r o b a b ly  fra m in g  som e  
n e w  tr ick . W e ll ,  th ere  w a s  n o th in g  to  
d o  b u t w a it, tak e  it ly in g  d o w n . H e  
h a d  to ld  O le  w h e re  h e w o u ld  be, an d  
w a r n e d  h im  n o t  t o  c a ll u,p e x c e p t  in  
ca se  o f  d ire  n ecessity .

F o r  h o u rs  h e sat o n  th e  b ed , h is  
ey es  in e v ita b ly  tra v e lin g  to  th e te le 
p h o n e , a s  he fo u g h t  th e  d e s ire  to  p u t 
in  th e ca ll w h ich  in  a  fe w  p a ltry  se c 
o n d s  w o u ld  te ll h im  e x a c t ly  h o w  th in g s  
w e r e  g o in g  a t that d in g y  u p to w n  h o te l. 
N ig h t  ca m e  o n . T h e  in cessa n t h o n k in g  
o f  th e  th e a te r  ta x is  ca m e  to  h im  fr o m  
th e  street b e lo w . H e  o r d e r e d  a n o th e r  
m e a l sen t u p . T h e  g r a y  m o u n d  o f  
ashes in  th e  tra y  h ad  t o  b e  e m p tied  f o r  
th e  tw en tie th  tim e . A t  tw e lv e  h e  b e 
g a n  to  b rea th  easier .

T h e n  th e  p h o n e  rang.
“ M r . S tr in g e r , M r . S tr in g e r ,”  in 

q u ire d  an  a n g u ish ed  v o ic e , “ b an e th is  
y o u ? ”

“ O f  co u rs e  i t ’s m e . W h a t ’ s the 
tro u b le  ?”

“ P e te , h e  b a n e  sto len , M r . S tr in g e r . 
I  y u s t  d o z e d  o f f ,  an d  w h en  I  w o k e  up , 
h e ban e n o w h e re  in the h o te l.”

S tr in g e r  tr ie d  t o  th in k  fast.
“ S ta y  r ig h t w h e re  y o u  a re . I ’ ll be  

u p .”
W h e n  S tr in g e r  a r r iv e d  h e  fo u n d  O le  

p a c in g  th e  o ffice  f lo o r  w h ile  th e  c le rk  
lo o k e d  on  w ith  s le e p y  d is in terest. A t  
sigh t o f  S tr in g e r , O le  p o in te d  to  th e 
c le rk .

“ T h is  fe lla  sa y  h e  sw itch  a  ca ll o n  
f o r  P e te , a n d  th en  y u st  a fe w  m in u tes  
la ter P e te , he c o m e  d o w n  w ith  su it ca se  
an d  lea v es  th e h o te l.”

S tr in g e r  tu rn ed .
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“ W h y  d id n ’t  y o u  s to p  h im ? ”
T h e  c le r k  sm ile d  in g ra tia tin g ly .
“ A n d  w h y  sh o u ld  I ?  D id n ’t h e  p a y  

h is  b i l l ? ”
“ D o  y o u  k n o w  w h e re  th e  ca ll ca m e  

fr o m , o r  w h a t it  w a s  a b o u t ? ”
T h e  c le r k  s h o o k  h is  head . T h e n  h is  

fa c e  b r ig h te n e d . A t  last h e c o u ld  b e  
h e lp fu l.

“ B u t  listen , g e n tle m e n ,”  h e said . 
“ A b o u t  a n  h o u r  a g o  a p a ck a g e  ca m e  f o r  
h im . I ’ d  ’a  d e liv e re d  it— o n ly  y o u  in 
s is ted  M r . D u g a n  d id  n o t  w a n t to  b e  
d is tu rb e d .”

A s  h e c o n c lu d e d  the sp ea k er  rea ch ed  
u n d e r  th e  co u n te r  a n d  p r o d u c e d  a  lo n g , 
re cta n g u la r  p a ck a g e , n ea tly  w ra p p e d . 
S tr in g e r  t o o k  it g r im ly , sh o o k  i t , ‘ then  
l i f t e d  it to  h is  n ose .

“ B a n e  it  m o r e  l i l ie s ? ”  a sk ed  O le .
S tr in g e r  n o d d e d .
“ B u t th e  fig h t ’s t o -m o r r o w . W h a t  

b a n e  th e y  g o in g  to  d o  w ith  h im ? ”
T h e  o ld e r  m a n ’ s lip s  t ig h ten ed  

g r im ly .
“ O h , h e ’ ll p r o b a b ly  s h o w  u p  in  tim e  

t o  w e ig h  in , fu ll  o f  b a d  b o o z e  o r  d o p e !”

W h e n  H a r r y  K e tt le ty , m id d le w e ig h t 
ch a m p io n  o f  th e  w o r ld , g o t  up  th e  
n e x t  m o r n in g , h is  r o o m  w ith  its d ra w n  
cu rta in s  o f  h e a v y  b r o c a d e  w a s  c o o l  a n d  
a iry . I t  w as a f t e r  e lev en , a s  f o r  o n ce  
h e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  o b lig e d  to  g e t  u p  f o r  a  
w o r k o u t . F e e lin g  s in g u la r ly  b lith e  o f  
sp ir it  h e  d a w d le d  f o r  a  w h ile  b e fo r e  h is 
m ir r o r , s m o o th in g  d o w n  h is  fla x e n  h a ir , 
a n d  s tu d y in g  a  s lig h t cu t  o n  h is  la n tern  
ja w  w h ich  a  sp a rr in g  p a r tn e r  h a d  g iv e n  
h im  tw o  d a y s  p r e v io u s . T h e n  h e  th o u g h t 
o f  th e s w im m in g  p o o l  w h ic h  h is  h o te l 
a f fo r d e d — a m a g n ific e n t  a f fa ir  of> w h ite  
tile  an d  m a r b le  co lu m n s — a n d  d e c id e d  to  
tak e  a p lu n g e  b e fo r e  r in g in g  f o r  his 
o r a n g e  ju ic e  a n d  s o ft -b o ile d  eg g s . P u t 
t in g  o n  a  d r e s s in g  g o w n  o v e r  h is  b a th 
in g  su it, h e  s ta rted  f o r  th e  e le v a to r .

A s  h e  d id  so  a  d o o r  tw o  r o o m s  b e lo w  
h is  o p e n e d , a n d  a  f ig u re  c la d  s im ila r ly  
t o  h is  o w n  a p p e a re d . T h e r e  w a s  n o

m is ta k in g  th a t th ick se t b o d y  n o r  th e  
s c o w l a b o v e  it.

“ W h a t  th e  d e v il y o u  d o in ’ h e r e ? ”  h e 
d em a n d ed .

“ S h u re ,”  sa id  D u g a n , “ I  k n e w  th e re  
w a s  ju s t  o n e  p la c e  in  th e  w o r ld  I  c o u ld  
g e t a n ig h t ’ s s leep , a n d  th a t w a s  in  a 
r o o m  n e x t  t o  y o u r s .”

K e t t le ty  flu sh ed .
“ j^ e x t  t o  m in e ?  I  d o n ’ t k n o w  w h a t 

y o u  m e a n .”
“ Y e a h ?  T h e  sm e ll o f  lilies  m u st 

h a v e  d e s tr o y e d  y o u r  m e m o r y .”
T h e  ch a m p io n  h a d  b e c o m e  e x tr e m e ly  

c o o l .
“ L i l i e s ?”  h e  in q u ire d . “ L i l ie s !  S a y , 

b u d d y , I  c a n ’t  m a k e  o u t  w h a t y o u ’ re 
d r iv in g  a t .”

D u g a n ’ s  e y e s  n a rro w e d . A s  th e y  
ta lk ed  th e  t w o  fig h ters  h a d  b e e n  a u to 
m a tica lly  m o v in g  to w a r d  th e  e le v a to r , 
each  w a tch in g  th e o th e r  as w a r ily  as 
th o u g h  a lre a d y  w ith in  th e  r in g . S u d 
d e n ly  K e t t le ty  re a liz e d  th a t D u g a n , 
a lso , w a s  o n  h is  w a y  to  a  sw im .

“ S e e  h e re , P e te ,”  h e  sa id  c o n c il ia t -  
in g ly . “ T h is  w o n ’t d o . Y o u  a n d  m e  
c a n ’ t b e  seen  s w im m in g  to g e th e r  th e 
m o r n in g  o f  o u r  s c r a p .”

“ Y e a h ?  T h e n  y o u  b e tte r  g o  b a ck  to  
y u h r  r o o m .”

A s  h e  s p o k e  D u g a n  rea ch ed  to  r in g  
f o r  th e  e le v a to r . T h e ir  h and s m e t , a n d  
a  lo o k  o f  c o ld  ca lcu la tin g  co n te m p t 
c a m e  in to  th e  ch a m p io n ’ s eyes .

“ T a k e  y o u r  h a n d s o f f  m e , y o u  b ig  
b u m !”  h e  b lu stered . A t  th e  sa m e  tim e  
h e  le t d r iv e  w ith  h is  l e f t  a t D u g a n ’ s 
fa c e .

T h e  la tte r  s id e -s te p p e d  a n d  K e t t le t y ’ s 
b a re  fist, w ith  a  d ia m o n d  r in g  g lis te n 
in g  o n  th e  th ir d  fin g e r , w h iz z e d  p ast h is 
tem ple . T w o  in ch e s  n e a re r  an d  th e  
sh arp  e d g e s  o f  th e  d ia m o n d  w o u ld  h a v e  
m a d e  a cu t  o v e r  D u g a n ’ s e y e  that h is  
o p p o n e n t  c o u ld  h a v e  o p e n e d  a t w ill that 
ev e n in g .

“ G ee , y o u ’ d  p u ll a n y th in g , w o u ld n ’ t 
y o u ? ”  sa id  D u g a n , je r k in g  o f f  h is  d re ss 
in g  g o w n  b e llig e re n tly .

THE POPULAR



BUNCHES OF LILIES 139

“ W a t c h  y o u r s e l f ,”  w a rn e d  K e ttle ty  
c o o lly . “ D o n ’t fo r g e t  w h ere  y o u  a r e .”  

D u g a n ’ s fists ca m e  u p  a n d  h e  w as 
a b o u t  to  str ik e  w h en  tw o  s tro n g  arm s 
se ized  h im  fr o m  beh in d  and p u lle d  h im  
b a ck .

“ H o ld  o n  th e re , o ld  p a l !”  c r ie d  a  
g en ia l v o ice . “ W h a t ’s th e  b ig  id e a ? ”  

“ I ’m  g o in ’ to  k ill th at g u y .”
J o h n n y  P la is to w  ch u ck le d .
“ O h , c o m e  n o w , P e te ,”  h e said. 

“ D o n ’t k ill H a r r y  b e fo r e  m e  a n d  a 
c o u p le  o f  ch a m b erm a id s . W a it  until 
y o u  can  b e  p a id  f o r  it b e fo r e  f i f ty  
th ou sa n d  d o lla rs ’  w o r th  o f  cu s to m 
e r s .”

W it h  a  g r o w l D u g a n  w re n ch e d  h im 
s e l f  fr e e , a n d  at th e  sam e tim e  K e ttle ty , 
d a n c in g  o n  h is  to e s , b eg a n  to  w e a v e  in 
to w a r d  D u g a n . P la is to w  tu rn e d  up on  
h is  o w n  fig h ter .

“ H o ld  on , H a r r y . W h a t ’s the r o w ? ”  
“ I ’m  g o in ’ to  teach  th is  ro u g h n e ck  a  

le s s o n  h e  w o n ’ t fo r g e t  in  a h u r r y !”  
T h e  b ig -p a u n ch e d  m a n a g e r  b e ca m e  

a b ru p tly  e n erg e tic .
“ H a r r y ,”  h e  sa id , “ y o u  c o m e  w ith  

m e ! ”
A n d , b e fo r e  th e  sta rtled  K e ttle ty  

c o u ld  resist, h e  fo u n d  h im s e l f  b e in g  
le d  fo r c ib ly  b a ck  to  h is  r o o m . D u g a n  
h ea rd  th e  lo c k  c lick , an d  a  m om en t 
la te r  P la is to w  ca m e b a ck  a lon e .

“ W h a t  y o u  d o in ’ h ere , a n y w a y ? ”  h e 
d em a n d ed .

“ I  to o k  a r o o m  n e x t  to  K e ttle ty  to  
g e t a  n ig h t ’ s s le e p .”

T h e  fa in te s t  su sp ic io n  o f  a  tw in k le  
ca m e  in to  P la is to w ’ s eyes.

“ W e ll ,  d id  y u h  g e t i t ? ”
“ W a it  till to -n ig h t , an d  y o u ’ ll see .”

D u g a n , a c co m p a n ie d  b y  S tr in g e r  an d  
O le , ca m e  in to  th e G a rd e n  a b o u t  n in e  
th ir ty . A s  th e y  w e n t to  th e  d ress in g  
r o o m s  th e y  h e a rd  th e c r o w d  y e llin g  a t 
th e  p re lim in a r ie s  a lre a d y  u n d e r  w ay . 
W h i le  D u g a n  w a s  ch a n g in g  in to  h is 
fig h tin g  to g s , S tr in g e r  to o k  O le  to  o n e  
s id e . T h e  m a n a g e r ’s fa c e  w as th e c o lo r

o f  ch a lk  a n d  he k ep t ru b b in g  the p e r 
sp ira tion  fr o m  th e  p a lm s  o f  h is  h an d s. 
H e  k n e w  w h at he w a s  fa c in g . H e  had 
seen  t o o  m a n y  fig h ters  co m e  u p , ju s t  
fa il t o  m a k e  the g ra d e , an d  then  fa d e  
o u t o f  th e p u g ilis t ic  p ic tu re  fo r e v e r . I t  
w as to -n ig h t , o r  n ev er .

O le , o n  th e  c o n tr a r y , w a s  ju b ila n t 
“ P y  y i n g o !”  he cro a k e d . “ L a s t  

n ig h t ’ s s leep  f ix e d  h im . A n d  that 
b u n ch  o f  lilies  he y u st  fin d  o n  th e  ru b 
b in g  table— I t ’ank  it g e t  h is g o a t  y u st  
e n o u g h  to  m a k e  h im  fig h t lik e  h e l l !”  

S tr in g e r  r e fu s e d  to  b e  im p ressed . 
“ N o t  w h e n  th e y ’v e  h a d  h is g o a t fo u r  

d a ys . T e n  m in u te s  b e fo r e  the g o n g ?  
P erh a p s . Y o u  n e v e r  c a n  tell. B u t 
fo u r  d a y s  o f  b e in g  ra zzed  sh o o ts  the 
n e rv e s  to  b la z e s . W e  g o tta  lo o k  o u t 
h e  d o n ’t  b lo w  u p .”

‘K e tt le ty  w as fe l la  t o  b lo w  up  last 
t im e .”

“ M a y b e . H e  w o n ’ t to -n ig h t .”
T h e y  w en t b a ck  to  w h e re  D u g a n  w a s  

re a d in g  a  m a g a z in e . H e  g r in n e d  u p  at 
th em . H is  c o n fid e n ce  w as back . H e  
h ad  o u tw itte d  th at g a n g  o f  stunt p u ll
ers , a n d  th e lu x u r io u s  fe e l o f  h is e lev en  
h o u r s ’ s leep  w a s  still b a lm  an d  n ectar 
to  h is  h a ra ssed  sp irit— n ot to  m en tion  
th e m e m o ry  o f  J o h n n y  P la is to w  lead 
in g  K e tt le ty  b a ck  to  h is  r o o m  a n d  lo c k 
in g  h im  in  lik e  a n a u g h ty  s c h o o lb o y . 

“ I ’ ll w in  b y  th e  s ix th , D a n ,”  h e  sa id . 
I n  h is zeal S tr in g e r  k n e lt  d o w n  till 

h is  fa c e  w a s  on  a leve l w ith  D u g a n ’ s.
“ L is ten , P e te ,”  he said  h oa rse ly . 

“ G et th is . K e e p  it p in n ed  r ig h t up  b e 
fo r e  y o u r  e y e s  e v e r y  m in u te  o f  the 
f ig h t ! T h e r e ’ s a  lo t  o f  sq u a re  b o y s  
in  th is g a m e, b u t th e ir  n a m e ’ s n o t K e t 
tle ty . H e  w a s  c r o o k e d  last t im e  y o u  
m e t  h im , a n d  h e ’ ll b e  c r o o k e d  e v e ry  
in ch  o f  th e  w a y  th is  t im e . W a t c h  o u t 
f o r  fo u ls . A n d  th at h e  d o n ’t th u m b  
y o u r  ey es . A n d  i f  h e  starts sh o o tin g  
h is  m o u th , d o n ’t l is te n ! G e t m e ? ”  

“ Y e a h , su re .”
B u t  S tr in g e r  w a s  n o t  c o n v in ce d . A s  

th ey  p u sh ed  th e ir  w a y  d o w n  a  lo n g ,
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c r o w d e d  a is le  t o  th e  r in g , h e  g o t  in  a  
la st w o r d  t o  O le .

“ G iv e  h im  h is la y o u t b e tw een  each  
r o u n d ,”  h e  sa id . “ H e ’ s t o o  co n fid e n t. 
H e ’ s g o in ’ t o  ra ttle  i f  th in g s  d o n ’t g o  
r ig h t .”

W h e n  th e r e fe r e e  ca lle d  th em  in to  th e  
ce n te r  o f  th e r in g  D u g a n  h a d  h is first 
rea l ch a n ce  to  s ize  up  K e ttle ty  sin ce  
th e ir  m e e t in g  tw o  y e a rs  p r e v io u s . N o w  
h e sa w  th at th e  c h a m p io n  w a s  as ra n g y  
as e v e r ; b u t  h e  lo o k e d  g o o d , th e  m u scles  
o f  h is  a rm s  an d  sh o u ld e rs  r ip p lin g  
s m o o th ly  u n d e r  h is  h e a v ily  tan n ed  skin . 
A s  u su a l h e  h a d  a  s lig h t b e n d  fo r w a r d , 
as th o u g h  p e e r in g  d o w n  at h is  a n ta g o 
n ist. I f  a n y th in g  h e  a p p e a re d  less m e l
a n ch o ly  a n d  s o u r  a b o u t  the e y e s  th an  
b e fo r e . H e  tro t te d  o u t  b r isk ly , a m id  
a  s to rm  o f  a p p la u se , a n d  e x te n d e d  h is 
g lo v e  in  a  g e s tu r e  o f  h ea rty  g o o d  w ill.

D u g a n  s tru ck  it  a s id e  sa v a g e ly .
“ C u t th e  m o v ie  s tu ff ,”  h e  said.
T h e  g estu re  w a s  a n  u n p o p u la r  o n e . 

T h e  c r o w d  b o o e d , a n d  D u g a n  g la re d  at 
th em  as  th o u g h  a m a zed  th a t th e y  sh ou ld  
e x p e c t  h im  t o  sh ak e h a n d s  w ith  a  
c r o o k .

T h e  g o n g  ra n g . In s ta n tly  th e  ch a m 
p io n  rev ea led  th a t h e  w a s  s till th e sam e 
m a ster  b o x e r ,  th e sa m e  a r t fu l d o d g e r  
a n d  flitt in g  ta rg e t . T h e n  D u g a n  g o t  
fa st, to o . H e  tr ied  c ir c l in g  t o  th e  r ig h t 
a n d  le f t -h o o k in g . I t  w o r k e d . H e  g o t  
in  a  c o u p le  o f  c o r k e r s . B u t  K e tt le ty  
ca m e  b a ck  lik e  a  g ig a n t ic  sp r in g  w ith  
a  w ic k e d  ja b  to  th e  ja w . D u g a n  
s co w le d , an d  b o r e d  in  h a rd . T h e  s tin g 
in g  u p p ercu ts  he re ce iv e d  ta u g h t 'him  
ca u tion , a n d  h e  d a n ced  a w a y .

R o u n d s  tw o , th re e  a n d  fo u r  w e n t b y . 
T h e n  K e tt le ty  b e g a n  to  rea d  in v is ib le  
h a n d w r it in g  o n  an  in v is ib le  w a ll. T h is  
s c o w lin g  b u ll-n e ck  h ad  s o m e th in g  m o re  
than  last t im e , w h ile  h e , h im s e lf , had  
so m e th in g  less. I t  w a s  h a rd  to  p u t a  
fin g e r  o n  e x a c t ly  w h a t th e  d if fe re n ce  
w as. A  tr ifle  m o r e  w e ig h t in  the 
p u n ch es , p erh a p s . A n  a b ility  t o  b e  a  
fr a c t io n  o f  a n  in c h  o u t o f  reach . A

ta n ta liz in g  r ig h t  ja b . S o o n  K e ttle ty  
fo u n d  h im s e lf  th in k in g  m o r e  o f  a v o id 
in g  p u n ish m en t th an  g iv in g  it. B u t  he 
w a s  a  v e tera n  o f  t o o  m a n y  battles t o  le t 
th is  d is tu rb  h im . H is  lip  c u rv e d  s c o r n 
fu lly , a n d  h is  s te e l-g ra y  e y e s  se e m e d  to  
b e  b o r in g  in to  D u g a n ’s v e r y  so u l, seek 
in g  o u t so m e  a b stru se  w ea k n ess .

A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  f ifth , O le  w a s  ra d i
ant.

“ I t  ban e g o in ’  n ice , P e te ,”  h e w h is 
p e re d , lo o k in g  u p  f r o m  h is w o r k  on  
D u g a n ’ s  le g s . “ Y u s t  ta k e  y o u r  t im e . 
Y o u  g o t  tw e lv e  ro u n d s . D o n ’ t try  f o r  
a  k ill y e t . W a i t  t ill h e  b a n e  y u s t  a  
little  w e a k e r .”

A s  th e s ix th  o p e n e d  K e t t le ty  ca m e  
o u t  o f  h is  c o r n e r  w ith  a  ru sh , c h a r g in g  
a t D u g a n  w ith  b u ll - l ik e  fe r o c ity . B u t 
it  w a s  n o t  th e  b lin d  on s la u g h t o f  a 
m a n  w h o  lo s t  h is  h e a d  ,* it  w a s  s tu d ie d , 
d e lib era te , p r e c o n c e iv e d . W it h  n o  tim e 
to  s id e -s tep , D u g a n  b r a c e d  h im s e l f .  I t  
w as a m a z in g  th e n e w  e n e r g y  th a t th e  
w e a k e n in g  ch a m p io n  h a d  fo u n d . D e 
sp ite  h im s e lf  D u g a n  w as c r o w d e d  to  th e  
ro p e s . H e  c o v e r e d  h is  fa c e  a n d  ja w . 
T h e  c r o w d  sh r ie k e d  f o r  a  k n o c k -o u t , 
w h ile  K e t t le ty  ra in e d  b lo w  u p o n  b lo w  
to  th e  h e a d .

I t  lo o k e d  as  th o u g h  D u g a n  w o u ld  b e  
b ea ten  d o w n  b y  sh e e r  re p e tit io n  o f  b lo w s  
w h en  w ith  a  m o a n  K e tt le ty  su d d e n ly  
d a n ce d  b a c k w a r d . D u g a n , p e e r in g  
th rou g h  h is  g u a rd , sa w  h is  a d v e r s a r y  
in  the ce n te r  o f  th e r in g , h is  fa c e  tw is te d  
w ith  p a in . H e  w a s  sh a k in g  h is  r ig h t  
g lo v e  as th o u g h  h e  h a d  a w a sp  in  it. 
A u to m a tic a lly , D u g a n  m o v e d  in.

T o  p r o te c t  h im s e lf  K e t t le ty  w e n t in to  
a  c lin ch . “ Y o u  b ig  t h ic k h e a d !”  h e  
sn arled . I ’v e  c ra ck e d  m y  k n u ck les  o n  
y o u r  sk u ll.”

T h e  r e fe r e e  b r o k e  th em  ap art.
K e tt le ty  w a ited , h is  in ju r e d  h and  lo w 

e re d  h e lp less ly , h is  l e f t  w a v in g  v a lia n tly  
b e fo r e  h is  fa ce .

“ C o m e  o n , y o u  d u b ,”  h e sn eered . 
“ N o w  m a y b e  y o u ’v e  g o t  a  ch a n c e .”

D u g a n  w a v e re d , c o n fu s e d . W h a t  a
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b r e a k ! K e t t le t y ’ s w ea k  k n u ck les  b a lk - 
.in g  h im  a g a in ! F o r  fo u r  d a y s  he h a d  
seeth ed  w ith  a d es ire  t o  sm ash , a n n ih i
late  that b ird . B u t in  a  fa ir  scra p . A  
scra p  th at w o u ld  sh o w  h im  th e  b etter  
m a n ! H e  d id n ’t ca re  w h eth er  th ey  m et 
w ith  gas p ip e s  d o w n  a  d a rk  a lley , o r  
h a n d cu ffe d  o n  th e  r o o f  o f  a  ch u rch . H e  
w a n ted  an  ev en  figh t. S o m e th in g  w en t 
h o t  in  h is  b ra in . B y  a ll th e  g o d s , he 
w o u ld  h a v e  i t !

H e  c ir c le d  in . “ P u t  y o u r  r ig h t  h and  
b e h in d  y u h r  b a ck ,”  h e  sa id . “ I  ca n  le f t -  
h a n d  y o u  to  d ea th .”

I t  w as m a g n ificen t, bu t it  w a s  n o t 
g a m e . F o r  a  m o m e n t K e tt le ty  fa ile d  to  
g e t  th e  s ig n ifica n ce  o f  D u g a n ’ s ch a l
le n g e  to  ba ttle  it o u t  w ith  th e ir  le fts . 
T h e n  h e sn a rle d  o u t  an  a ccep ta n ce . T h e  
c r o w d , as e v e r  in  the d a rk  to  th e in 
s id e  w o r k in g s  o f  a  figh t, w e re  y e llin g  
f o r  a c tion .

M e th o d ic a lly , d o g g e d ly , w ith  g r itted  
teeth  a n d  h e a v in g  ch ests , the tw o  b e llig 
e ren ts  se tt led  d o w n . T h e y  c ir c le d
w a r ily , th en  ca m e  in  w ith  th e ir  ou tla w ed  
r ig h ts  o n  g u a rd , th eir  le f t s  s eek in g  like 
b r o w n -h e a d e d  sn ak es f o r  s o m e  o p e n in g  
th at w o u ld  b e  fa ta l. T w ic e  D u g a n
sw u n g  v ic io u s  le f t  h o o k s  w ith  “ K . O . ”  
w r itte n  on  th em  bu t ea ch  tim e  he 
m isse d . K e tt le ty  w a s  eq u a lly  u n su c
c e s s fu l . T h e y  b o th  w en t to  th e ir  c o r 
n ers w ith  a  s lig h tly  h e r o ic  a ir , as th ou g h  
en g a g e d  in  a bu sin ess  th at w a s  a b o v e  
th e k en  o f  o rd in a ry  m en .

T h e  seven th  o p e n e d  in the sam e vein .
O le , f r o m  h is c o r n e r , c o u ld  n o t  h o ld  

in . H e  k e p t b a w lin g  to  D u g a n  to  use 
h is  r igh t. K e t t le ty ’ s c o r n e r  seem ed  to o  
d a zed  to  y e ll. T h e  c r o w d  w a ited . I t  
w as u n o r t h o d o x , b u t w h at m a tte r ?  
T h e y  sa w  ea ch  m an  w as a f t e r  a  k n o c k 
ou t. A s  th e  seven th  ro u n d  m e rg e d  in to  
th e e ig h th , D u g a n ’ s a tten tion  b eca m e  
m o r e  an d  m o re  co n cen tra ted . H e  saw  
n o th in g  bu t K e t t le ty ’ s e v e r -w e a v in g  
r ig h t  a n d  the ta rg e t o f  h is  lan tern  ja w . 
H e  b eg a n  t o  g e t  an  ad va n ta ge , and 
p r e s s e d  in  h a rd e r  f o r  a  co n c lu s iv e g y v in g .

S u d d e n ly  K e t t le ty ’ s in ju r e d  r ig h t  
sh o t o u t  lik e  a  flash . O n c e !  A g a in !  
T h r e e  t im e s !

D u g a n  d r o p p e d  to  th e ca n v a s . T h e  
r e fe r e e  b e g a n  t o  c o u n t  a n d  a s  h e  rea ch ed  
“ se v e n ”  th e  c r o w d  b e g a n  to  r ise  to  g o . 
I t  lo o k e d  a ll o v e r .

“ P e t e !  P e t e ! ”  p le a d e d  O le  f r o m  u n 
d e r  th e  ro p e s . “ G et u p ! ”

A s  D u g a n  la y  th ere , a c r o s s  the 
b la n k n ess  o!f  h is  m in d  w a s  c r e e p in g  a 
s in g le  d is tu rb in g  th o u g h t . H o w  had  
K e t t le ty  b e e n  a b le  t o  r ig h t-h a n d  h im  
w ith  that b u n ch  o f  in ju r e d  k u n ck le s ?  
T h e  p a in  m u st h a v e  a b o u t  k ille d  h im . 
Y e t  h e  had  s tru ck  h a rd e r  th e  se co n d  
tim e . T h e n  su d d e n ly  th e  tru th  fla sh ed  
o v e r  D u g a n . K e t t le t y  h a d  fa k e d  th e 
k n u ck le  in ju r y !  P la y e d  to  h is  sq u a re 
n ess  ! A n d  h e h ad  h a d  a  ru sh  o f  b lo o d  
to  th e head , a n d  fa lle n  f o r  it. J u st o n e  
m o r e  K e tt le ty  t r ic k !  A t  firs t  h is  in 
d ig n a tio n  w a s h a rd ly  m o r e  than  a  sp ark . 
T h e n  it sp rea d  th r o u g h  h is  v e in s  lik e  
a g ig a n tic  c o ck ta il. H e  b e ca m e  c o n 
s c io u s  o f  h is leg s , a n d  th at h e w a s  ly in g  
o n  o n e  o f  h is g lo v e s . A t  the c o u n t  o f  
“ ten ”  h e fo r c e d  h im s e lf  t o  h is  fe e t .

K e t t le ty  ca m e  in  w ith  a  fu r io u s  
sw in g , b u t  D u g a n  d u ck e d  u n d e r  an d  
w e n t in to  a  c lin ch . “ Y o u  a in ’t lo n g  to  
liv e  n o w ,”  h e  m u ttered  t o  K e ttle ty .

B u t th is w as m ere  w h is t lin g  to  k eep  
h is  c o u r a g e  up . H e  w as still g r o g g y  at 
th e  be ll. T h e  n e x t  ro u n d  h e h ad  a ll h e 
co u ld  d o  to  k eep  o u t o f  K e t t le y ’ s ra n ge . 
T h e  r e fe r e e  b r o k e  h im  o u t o f  c lin ch  
a fte r  c lin ch . In  th e m in u te  rest O le  
ru b b ed  th e  w ea k n ess  o u t  o f  h is  legs.

W h e n  the g o n g  so u n d e d  f o r  th e o p e n 
in g  o f  th e  e lev en th , D u g a n  w a s  h im 
s e lf  a ga in . H e  m a rch e d  o u t  fr o m  h is 
c o r n e r  co n fid e n t ly , lik e  an  a rm y  w ith  
ban d s p la y in g , w h ile  K e ttle ty  ca m e  o u t  
g in g e r ly . T h e  p u n ish m e n t o f  th e  firs t  
fo u r  ro u n d s , p lu s  a h a lf  d o z e n  jo lt s  
D u g a n  h a d  la n d ed  n e a r  th e  c lo s e  o f  the 
ten th , w e r e  te llin g  o n  th e  ch a m p io n . 
H is  r ig h t ey e  w as c lo s e d , b u t th e leer  
o f  c o n te m p t still h o v e r e d  a r o u n d  h is
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m o u th . H e  w as still the m a ster  b o x e r  
o f  a ll m id d le w e ig h ts . T h a t  w a s  h is 
id ea . H e  c o u ld  h o ld  o n  till th e  en d  fo r  
a  d ra w .

D u g a n  fe in te d  w ith  h is  le f t ,  th en  h is  
r ig h t ;  a p p a ren tly  d e c id e d  to  c ir c le  to  
the le f t ,  a b r u p t ly  ch a n g e d  to  th e  r igh t, 
a n d  c ir c le d  that w a y . H is  r ig h t fla sh ed . 
B lo w  a n d  b o d y  m o v e d  in  th e sam e line 
o f  d ire c t io n — an d  K e t t le ty ’ s lean  lan 
te rn  ja w  w as th e o b je c t iv e .

K e t t le ty  w en t d o w n  lik e  a  lo n g  b a g  
o f  san d .

T h e  c r o w d , w ise r  a f t e r  see in g  D u g a n  
fa il to  ta k e  th e  c o u n t , w a ited  u p r o a r i
o u s ly . L a d ie s  in  s ilk  e v e n in g  w ra p s 
s to o d  in  th e ir  seats. B r o k e r s  in  w h ite  
flann els a n d  d ip lo m a ts  w ith  w a x e d  
m u sta ch es  y e lle d  e n co u r a g e m e n t to  the 
fa lle n  ch a m p io n . A t  the co u n t o f  “ fiv e ”  
h e s tirre d . J o h n n y  P la is to w  h a d  h a lf  
c lim b e d  in to  th e  r in g , h is e n o rm o u s  
b o d y  sh a k in g  lik e je l ly  f r o m  e x c ite m e n t .

“ I t  m ean s y u h  t i t le ! ”  h e y e lle d . “ I t  
m ea n s  y u h  t i t l e !”

“ Y u h  t i t le ! ”  K e t t le t y ’s  f l ick e r in g  
sen ses  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  w o r d s . H e  en 
v isa g e d  d im ly  th e  jo y s  o f  h is  c h a m p io n 
sh ip . T h e  a d u la tio n s  o f  h is  g a n g  o f  
“ y e s  m e n .”  H is  b ig  ca r . H is  lu x u r i
o u s  a p a rtm en t. H is  rea l estate . M a 
h o g a n y  sta te ro o m s  in  o ce a n  lin ers . A n d , 
a g a in st th is , a c o n fu s io n  o f  d eb ts  an d  
h is  fin a l d escen t o u t  th e  p u g ilis t ic  b a ck  
d o o r  in to  th e gu tter .

“ G et u p !”  sh r iek ed  a  th ou sa n d  v o ic e s .
K e tt le ty , a r is in g  b y  a  te r r if ic  e ffo r t , 

started  to  ru n . I t  w a s  as th o u g h  h e  
w o u ld  flee , b e a r in g  w ith  h im  h is title  
an d  all its g o ld e n  p e rq u is ite s . D u g a n  
ca u g h t u p  h a lfw a y  b e tw een  h is  o w n  
a n d  a  n eu tra l c o r n e r , a n d  th is  t im e  
H a rry . K e tt le ty , m a ste r  b o x e r  a n d  m a s
te r  tr ick ste r , s ta y ed  d o w n  f o r  th e  
co u n t .

D u g a n  le f t  th e  r in g  in  a  h a ze . O le  
a n d  a  s c o r e  o f  a d m ir in g  fa n s  h e lp ed

h im  o v e r  th e  r e p o r te r s ’ ta b les . T h e  
c r o w d  w ith  a su d d en  r e v e rs io n  o f  lo y 
a lty , w a s  n o w  a ll f o r  D u g a n , b u t th e  
n e w  c h a m p io n  to o k  n o  in terest. H e  
h ea rd  S tr in g e r  sa y in g , “ S o m e  scra p  
a f t e r  th e  f o u r  d a y s  y o u ’v e  b een  
t h r o u g h !”  as th o u g h  D a n  w a s  a 
s tra n g er.

T h e y  w en t d o w n  to  th e  d re s s in g  
r o o m s , b u t e v e n  a f t e r  h is  s h o w e r  an d  
r u b d o w n  D u g a n  still d id  n o t  ta lk . H e  
lo o k e d  w h ite  a n d  d a zed . O le  e y e d  h im  
a n x io u s ly , fe a r fu l  the th ree  b lo w s  o f  the 
n e a r -fa ta l e ig h th  h ad  a ffe c te d  h im .

“ W e ll ,  P e te ,”  h e  v e n tu re d  fin a lly , 
“ y o u  ban e ch a m p io n . Y u s t  h o w  d o e s  
it f e e l ? ”

D u g a n  g a v e  h im  a  fa r -a w a y  lo o k .
“ H u h !  I  d o n ’ t k n o w . I  g o t  s o m e 

th in g  o n  m y  m in d .”
W h e n  th e y  ca m e  o u t  o f  th e  G a rd e n , 

c r o w d s  w e re  still s ta n d in g  on  th e s id e 
w a lk . O le  s ta rted  to  ca ll a  ta x i . D u g a n  
d r e w  b a ck , p u llin g  h is  h a t d o w n  o v e r  
h is ey es .

“ I  w a n ta  w a lk ,”  h e sa id .
A n d , as i f  to  p r o v e  it , th e n e w ly  

c r o w n e d  c h a m p io n  h e a d e d  w ith  ja w  
th ru st fo r w a r d  in  th e  d ire c t io n  o f  
B r o a d w a y . F in a lly  h e s to p p e d  b e fo r e  a 
b r ig h tly  lig h te d  sto re  an d  en tered  w ith  
O le  at h is  h eels . A  s leek  y o u n g  c le rk  
s tep p ed  u p .

“ H e r e , y o u ,”  sa id  D u g a n ; “ take 
th is  a d d ress . ‘ H a r r y  K e tt le ty , R o o m  
3 7 0 8 , H o t e l  M c A l l i s t e r . ’ ”

“ Y e s , s ir , I  h a v e  it .”
D u g a n  p o in te d  in to  th e sh o w  w in d o w .
“ S e n d  u p  a d o z e n  o f  th o se  lilies . A  

d ozen  e v e r y  h o u r  till m o r n in g !”
T h e  c le rk  lo o k e d  up , p e r p le x e d .
“ P ard on* a re  th e y  f o r  a  fu n e ra l in  

th e  h o t e l? ”
“ S u re  th e y ’ re  f o r  a fu n e r a l,”  g r o w le d  

D u g a n . “ K e tt le ty  a n d  a g u y  n a m ed  
T ohnny P la is to w  a re  h o ld in ’ a w a k e  u p  
th ere .”

M o r e  stories b y  M a rk  R eed  w ill appear in forth com in g  issues o f  T h e  P o p u l a r .



( d ' Sfiect ^ f v u J

I T  is  n o t  a ta c t fu l th in g  to  in te rru p t a
g o o d  s to r y  o r  t o  sp o il it  b y  g iv in g  ou t 

a n t ic ip a to ry  h in ts b e fo r e  th e  a u th or  has 
an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  co m p le te  h is  n a rra 
tive . W e  a re  ta k in g  a ch a n ce  th is t im e ; 
w e  are  ta k in g  it f o r  g ra n te d  th a t y o u  
h a v e  read  all th e  s to r ie s  in  th is  issue 
b e fo r e  y o u  h a v e  a rr iv e d  at th is page . 
O n e  o f  th e  s to r ie s  in  the p re se n t n u m 
b e r  seem s to  u s so  rem a rk a b le  that w e  
w a n t to  ta lk  a b ou t it. I f  y o u  h ave  n ot 
rea d  it, tu rn  b a ck  an d  rea d  it n o w  b e 
fo r e  y o u  rea d  a n o th e r  lin e  o f  th is c o l 
u m n . W e  d o n ’ t w a n t to  sp o il a n y  o f  
its th rill f o r  y o u . W e  ca n  w a it till y o u  
fin ish  th e s to ry , i f  y o u  h a v e  n o t d o n e  so 
a lrea d y . T h e  s to r y  is  “ T h e  G o o d  S p ir it  
o f  U n c le  B il ly .”  T h e  a u th o r  is  A .  M . 
C h ish o lm .

*  *  *  *

Z ^ H I S H O L M  is an o u t d o o r  m an  o f  
so rts  w h o  has k n o w n  all m a n n er  an d  

v a r ie t ie s  o f  m en  an d  o b se rv e d  th e ir  cu s 
to m s . L e t  h im  tell y o u  a  little  a b ou t th e  
g en es is  o f  th e s to ry , “ T h e  G o o d  S p ir it  
o f  U n c le  B il ly .”

“ T h e  in c id en t o f  the c o f fe e p o t  fu ll o f  
w h is k y ,”  w r ite s  C h ish o lm , “ a n d  w h isk y , 
d o se d  w ith  w o l f  p o iso n , su p p lied  to  a  
c r o o k e d  In d ia n  c h ie f , w a s  to ld  m e  as an  
in c id e n t o f  the o ld  d a ys  in  Id a h o , b y  an 
o ld -t im e r , n o w  g o n e  to  h is r e w a rd , f o r  
w h o m  I  am  e x e c u to r . A s  h e to ld  it, th e 
In d ia n s  w e r e  S h o sh o n e s  w h o  w e r e  m a k 
in g  tro u b le  f o r  a  p a ck  ou tfit. T h e y  to o k  
th is  p o iso n e d  In d ia n  a n d  m a d e  a  p ack  
o f  h im , d o n e  u p  o n  a  p a ck  h o rse , and  
t o o k  h im  w ith  th em  w h en  th ey  p u lled  
o u t  an d  b u r ie d  h im  at a s a fe  d istan ce . 
I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t o f  th e  v e r ity  o f  th is  
y a rn , b eca u se  th is  o ld  b ird  w a s  o n e  o f  
th e  m ost c lo se -m o u th e d  in d iv id u a ls  p o s 
s ib le  w h e n  sob er . T h e  o n ly  tim e  h e

rem in isced  w a s  w h e n  d ru n k  an d  then 
h e  s h o o k  lo o s e  m e re ly  an  o c ca s io n a l 
p h rase . M o s t ly  d is jo in te d  at that. T h e  
a b o v e  w a s  p ie ce d  to g e th e r  f r o m  severa l 
su ch  o c ca s io n s .”

♦ *  ♦ . ♦

'T 'H E  s to r y  g a v e  us, w h e n  w e  rea d  it, 
a g e n u in e  th rill. T h e  ch a ra cters  are 

all so  rea l, the a tm osp h ere  an d  c o lo r  so  
c le a r  an d  tru e . T h e  tru cu len t, p a in ted  
red sk in s  w ith  th e ir  h a rd -e y e d  c h ie f  b e 
f o r e  them , the p a w in g  o f  th e  p o n ie s  
th e y  ro d e , th e  sm ell o f  th e  p ra ir ie , 
t in g ed  ju s t  a b it  w ith  w o o d  s m o k e  fr o m  
a  ca m p  fire . T h e  m a jo r , a n d  th e b o y  
w h o  a fte r w a r d  g r e w  to  b e  U n c le  B illy . 
A b o v e  a ll, th e m y st ic ism  to u ch e d  o n  b y  
th e  a p p a rition  o f  the little  rabb it, the 
G o o d  S p ir it  o f  U n c le  B illy .

*  *  *  *

In O R  a ch a n g e  f r o m  th e o ld  o u td o o r s  
an d  th e sp ir it  o f  th e  p io n e e rs , try , i f  

y o u  h ave  n o t  a lre a d y  d o n e  so , “ T w o  
S eats  o n  th e A is le ,”  b y  F r e d  M a c ls a a c . 
T h is  is a s to ry  o f  th e  to w n  a n d  the fo lk  
w h o  liv e  in  s tea m -h ea ted  a p a rtm en ts  
an d  w e a r  co n v e n tio n a l c lo th es . A n d  y e t 
w e  th in k  it qu ite  as a d v en tu rou s  as a 
tale as the o n e  o f  the b la n k eted  In d ia n s  
an d  the h a rd -b o ile d  A m e r ic a n  w h o  o u t
w itte d  them .

*  *  *  *

Z I T H E R  stories  in  th is issue— su ch  as 
th ose  b y  R o y  N o r t o n , B . M . B o w e r , 

H o lm a n  D a y , W il l ia m  H e m m in g w a y  
an d  M a r k  R e e d — c o n v e y  in  m o re  c o n 
v in c in g  fa s h io n  than  w e  co u ld  th e  fa c t  
that w e  a re  g iv in g  y o u  the best k in d  
o f  fic tion  that has a ction  in  it. “ T h e  
C ry sta l In tr ig u e ,”  b y  R o b e r t  J . P e a r 
sall, is  q u ite  in  a  class b y  it s e lf  as a 
n o v e l.
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L J O W A R D  F I E L D I N G  op e n s  th e 
n e x t  issue  w ith  a  n o v e l, “ T h e  D a rk  

P o lic e m a n .”  Is  it a s to r y  o f  m y s te r y ?  
J u d g e  f r o m  th e title . Is  it a  th r illin g  
s to ry  o f  a c t io n ?  J u d g e  f r o m  the au 
th o r ’ s nam e. A ls o  in  th e n e x t  issue, 
o u t on e  w e e k  fr o m  th e p resen t read in g , 
y o u  w ill fin d  H . H .  K n ib b s , R o y  N o r 
ton , H o lm a n  D a y , B . M . B o w e r , R o b 
ert J. P ea rsa ll, K a r l D e tz e r  an d  W i l 
lia m  H e m m in g w a y . In  la ter issues y o u  
w ill find  s to r ie s  b y  F r a n c is  L y n d e , W .  
B . M . F e r g u s o n , B e rtra n d  S in c la ir  and 
W il l  M c M o r r o w . T h e s e  n am es re p re 
sent, w e  th in k , th e  v e ry  b est th at is

b e in g  w r itte n  to -d a y  in  the lin e  o f  
s to r ie s  o f  a c t io n , o f  s t ir r in g  in c id en t, 
o f  o p tim ism  an d  e n d e a v o r .

*  *  *  *

\ 1 7 E  a re  lo o k in g  f o r  n ew  o n es  all th e 
tim e. W e  h o ld  to  th e  o ld e r  fa v o r 

ites and  y e t w e  a re  a lw a y s  t r y in g  ou t 
n ew  ca n d id a tes . W e  h ave  a fe w  to  
sp r in g  o n  y o u  in  th e n e x t  fe w  issues. 
W e  w ill n o t m en tion  th e ir  n am es bu t 
let th em  sp eak  fo r  th em se lv es . R e m e m 
b er , w e  co m e  o u t e v e ry  F r id a y . W e  
p u b lish  the best fic t io n  b y  the best a u 
th ors . A n d  the p r ic e  is f i fte e n  cen ts.

T H E  P O P U L A R
In the Next Issue, February 11, 1928

The Dark Policeman HOWARD FIELDING
N o v e l .

Noch-Tee’s Daughter HENRY HERBERT KNIBBS

The Amateur Who Slammed John L.
B o x in g  A r t ic le . WILLIAM HEMMINGWAY

The Headfirst Fool HOLMAN DAY
A  F o u r -p a r t  S t o r y — P a rt I I I .

She Looked Like Lois ROBERT J. PEARSALL

Oil on the Waters ROY NORTON
Haywire B. M. BOWER

A  F iv e -p a r t  S to r y — P a r t  V .

The Masterpiece 
A Chat with You

KARL W. DETZER 
THE EDITOR
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Sore throat while you wait
Working in stuffy quarters, 
sleeping in over-heated homes, 
mingling with crowds and 
using appliances that others 
constantly use, people run an 
almost constant risk of a cold 
or sore throat— or worse.

At the first sign of either, 
use Listerine, the safe antisep
tic, full strength. Gargle with 
it repeatedly. Rinse your 
mouth with it. Employ it 
occasionally as a nasal douche.

These simple measures may 
be the means of sparing you a 
trying—and possibly—a costly 
and painful siege of illness. 
In thousands of homes Lister
ine has checked colds and 
sore throats before they had 
a chance to become serious.

Being antiseptic, Listerine 
immediately attacks the count
less disease-producing bac
teria that lodge in the nose, 
mouth, and throat waiting

until body resistance is low 
to strike.

Remember that while you 
are thus helping Nature ward 
off disease, you are also putting 
yourself on the polite side so
cially, for Listerine, as you 
know, ends halitosis (unpleasant 
breath). Lambert Pharmaca! 
Company, St. Louis, Mo., U. S. A.

Do something 
about it ^  ^

L I S T E R I N E
- t h e  sa fe a n t is e p t ic

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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Genuine DiamondsGuaranteed

Diamonds
CASH OR CREDIT

S E N D  NO M O N E Y !
Have one o f our beautiful Dia
mond Rings sent to you today! 
You don’ t need to send any 
m oney— exam ine it FR EE . 
Don’t pay a penny until you 
have convinced yourself It’s the 
b ig gest value ever o ffer
ed to you in such high grade, 
beautiful merchandise. Our Dia
monds are beautiful, blue white 
gems set in solid 18-k white gold 

rings, magnificently hand 
carved and engraved. Or
der today —we ship at 
o n c e . C red it t e r m s  
to suit your conven
ience.
Send for Free Catalog W

verw are, and g ift a rtic le s  for nil o cca
s io n s , se n t ab so lu te ly  fr e e . W rite today.

1 9 -Jewel A djust
ed  Waltham No.
8 4 6  — 14-k white 
gold fi lle d ; a s 
sorted patterns, 
$ 4 2 .5 0 . $4 .2 5  
down and 

$£00 
a  week

N o. 855 Ladies’  W rist W atch
Solid 14-k white gold case, engraved, 
fancy wing ends, 15-Jewel movement, 
g u a r a n t e e d ,  $ 3 0 . $ ^ O Q  a 
$3 down , ** month

^ (i jjjsiTV/. ,„tlk

W ed d in g R in gs
N o. 8 2 4 —The "E lite”  $ 7 5 0  
solid 18-k white gold . ■
Set with 3 Diamonds, $ 2 2 .5 0 ; 
5 Diamonds, $ 3 2 .5 0 ; 7 Dia
monds, $ 4 2 .5 0 ; 9 Diamonds, 
$ 5 2 .5 0 ; 12 Diamonds. $ 6 7 .5 0 . 
All platinum, $25. With 3 Dia
monds, $50; 5 Diamonds, $70;

' 7 Diamonds, $80; 9 Diamonds, 
$100; circled by Diamonds,$200

Railroad 
Watches — 

G u aran teed  t o  
Pass In sp ection

HAMILTON NO. 992 . 21 Jewels. Ad
justed to 5 Positions. Gold (C C  
filled 25-Year Quality C a se  . 

ELGIN'S LATEST RAYMOND. 21
Jewels, 8 Adjustments. Runs 40 
hours one winding. Gold filled CCC 
20-Year Quality Case . . . .  

flLLINOIS "BUNN SPECIAL.”  21
Jewels, Adjusted to 6 Positions. Gold 
filled 25-Year Quality Case. 60 <£CQ
hours.

C red it a t  C asH  Price®

CET RID TZ? A  H P
OF YOUR 1 ^ / " V  I

Free Trial Treatm ent
.Sent on request. Ask for my "pny-wlien-reduccd" 

offer. I hav6 successfully reduced thousands of per
sons without starvation diet or burdensome exercise, 
often at a rapid rate. Let me send you proof at my 
expense.

Dr. R. NEW M AN, Licensed Physician
State of New York, 286 F ifth  Avenue, N. Y .,  Desk M

owaey $6 A DAY
laking orders for Zanol Pure F o o d 1 
Products, Toilet Preparations, Soaps 
Laundry and Cleaning Specialties 
and Household Supplies. Nation- 
illy advertised from coast to 
oast. Not sold in stores. Fast 

repeaters. Big income every day.
Exclusive sale. No capital needed, 

for spare time. Ford auto absolutely Free to 
Workers. Write for particulars.
American Products C o., 108 Monmouth A ve., Cincinnati. Ohio

Bisr money

T rou b les  n o  m atter h o w  sev ere  o r  ch ron ic . B rings im
m ed ia te  results. Q u ick ly  en ds P im ples, B la ck h ea d s , Erup
tions on  fa c e  o r  b o d y . E czem a , B arbers ’ Itch , S ca les, Crusts, 
Pustules, E n larged  P ores, O ily , S h iny  o r  Itch ing Skin. 
L ightens F reck les, S o ften s  and W h iten s  the Skin.

1 ull Particu lars F R E E .  W rite  at o n ce .
ANDRE & CO.,4029 Cottage Grove Ave.,Suite 402,Chicago, III.

and $31.50. Liberal commissions paid in advance.
T h ey  se ll on  s ig h t— stea d y  in com e  fro m  repea t 
o rd ers— e x tra  b on u s  m on ey . C om p lete  sa les o u t 
fit F R E E  in c lu d in g  b ig  c lo th  sam ples. A ll y ou  d o 
is sell. AVe d e liv e r  and co lle ct . G reat op p o r tu n ity  
— write NOW.
W. Z. G9BSON, Inc., 5 0 0  Thro?:?St., Dept. P-403 Chicago

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisemeints
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Relie f  from Curse o f
C O N S T I P A T I O N

APROMINENT physician, 
i. o f  Battle Creek, Mich., 

says: “ Constipation is a disease 
o f  civilization. W ild men and 
wild animals do not suffer from 
this malady, which is respon
sible for more misery than any 
other single cause.”

But immediate relief from 
the scourge o f  constipation has 
been found. The Research Lab
oratories o f  the United Drug 
Company in Boston have de
veloped a tablet which attracts 
water from the system into the 
dry, lazy evacuating bow el 
called the colon. This fluid 
softens and loosens the slug
gish food waste and causes a 
gentle, complete evacuation.

Rexall Orderlies (the name 
o f  these wonderful tablets) form 
no habit and never require an 
increase o f  the dose.

Stop suffering from constipa
tion. Chew a pleasant-tasting 
Rexall Orderly tonight before 
retiring and feel fine tomorrow. 
Rexall Orderlies are .sold only 
at Liggett and Rexall Drug 
Stores. Get a package o f  24 
tablets for 25 cents.

Save with Safety at your

D R U G  S T O R E
Liggett's are also stores

There is 
one near 

you
You will 

recognize it 
by this sign

Foot Pains
stop in 10 minutes
or you pay nothing
Burning:, aching: fe e t  —  foot 
calluses, pains in toes, instep, 
ball or heel —  dull a che in 
ankle, ca lf  o r  knee— shooting: 
pains, flattening: and spread
ing: o f  the feet, sagging: arches 
—all now  q u ick ly  ended.

SL IP  on a new and am azing 
band. W ith in  10 m inutes 

every trace o f  pain has van 
ished. D isplaced bones are 
corrected — w eakened m uscles 
are  supported whose w eak 
ened condition  causes 94% o f 

a ll fo o t  troubles, m ed ical authorities say. W ear stylish 
shoes again, w alk  and dance w ithout a twinge.

No stiff props to furth er w eaken the foot. This 
am azingly light band strengthens m uscles naturally. 
Soon do without it— feet are well.

Test it 10 days. I f  not am azed and delighted  your 
m oney returned. Go to druggist, shoe store or ch irop o
dist. I f  they can ’ t supply you use coupon below  and pay 
postm an. Send fo r  free  book  on foot and  leg  troubles,

JUNG’S"Original"  '
A R C H  B R A C E S

-FREE if it fails-
I Jung Arch B race Co.,
I 342 Jung B ldg., C incinnati, Ohio.
I Send 1 pair □  W onder Style, $1. □  M iracle Style
I (extra  w ide for  people w eighing over 145 lbs.), $1.50. 
I □  M oney e n d . □  Send C. O. D. plus postage.
j Shoe Size................................ Shoe W idth ................................
I N a m e ................................................................................................
j A ddress............................................................................................
1 C ity.............................................................S tate............................

Canada: M. L. C. Bldg., Montreal. Add 25c to  above prices

Please mention this magazine

W hite Teeth
have nothing to do

Ignoring the whitest, cleanest teeth, 
Pyorrhea wages a very successful war 
against health. It attacks the gums. And  
unaware o f  this fact, 4  persons out o f  5 
after forty and thousands younger sur
render to Pyorrhea.

But take this precaution. Just be 
careful in your selection o f  a denti
frice. Use Forhan’s for the Gums, regu
larly morning and night.

This dentifrice cleans teeth white and 
protects them against acids which cause 
decay. And in addition, if  used in time, 
it helps firm gums and keeps them sound 
and healthy. Pyorrhea seldom attacks 
healthy gums.

Make Forhan’s your daily morning 
and night health habit. It is e c o 
nomical health insurance. Get a tube 
from your druggist, today. .  35c and 60c.

Formula of R. J. Forhan, D. D. S.
Forhan Company, New York

Forfiaifs for the gums
YOUR TEETH ARE ONLY AS HEALTHY AS YOUR GUMS

when answering advertisement
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F A R  W E S T
I L L  U S T R A T E D

The Illustrated Western 
Story Magazine

IF  you want high-class stories of Western adventure—
IF you want them illustrated by good artists—
IF you want to know the real West, not the West as 
it happens to appear to an author who has never lived 
there and becom e acquainted with its men, mountains, 
prairies, herds of cattle, et cetera—
IF you want the best works of such authors as Max 
Brand, George Owen Baxter, Clem Yore, and others, 
who have established enviable reputations as writers of 
clean, vivid, Western adventure—
T H E N  you’ll want Far West Illustrated because Far 
West Illustrated brings the real West to the North,
East, and South in picture and in story.

Give it a T R I A L

Special Introductory O ffer- 5  months for 75 cents 
If You Act Now

111 — ——Fill in  th is blank: a n d  se n d  it w ith  y o u r  r e m i t t a n c e - "

Far West Illustrated, 79 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y.
Yes, I want to give FAR WEST ILLUSTRATED a trial. 75 cents is inclosed.

NAME___________________________________________________________________________

STR EE T__________________ ______________________________ ________________________ — ------------

C I T Y __________________________________ ST A T E ___________________________ ________

Add for postage; Canada, 15 .cents; f  oreign, 30 cents.

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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Torturing

PILES
soothed

This modern non-surgical way. 
Unguentine Pile Cones quickly 
check itching, bleeding. Soothe 
inflamed tissues. Made by the 
makers of Unguentine. At your 
druggist’ s, 75c. Trial FREE. JP 
Write today. The Norwich j f j r  
Pharmacal Company,
Norwich, N. Y. JJT M 9

DEAFNESS IS MISERY
Multitudes o f persons with defective hearing and Head 

Noises enjoy conversation,go to Thea- 
treandChurch because they useLeonard j 
Invisible Antiseptic Ear Drums. Tiny \ 
Megaphones fitting in the Ear entirelyj 
out o f sight. No wires, batteriesor 
head piece. They are Unseen Com
forts and inexpensive. Write for 
booklet and swornstatement o f the
inventor who was himself deaf. _

A. 0. LEONARD, Ins., Suits 193. 70 5th Ave., New York

K Z

C j

JAPANESE HU.
NEW PROCESS— DOUBLE STRENGTH

Has served humanity for 40 years!
N O TH IN G  L IK E  IT ! Thousands of Testimonials Prove Its Worth.
Relieves rheumatism, congestion, sore throat, co lds, s tif f  
joints. P A IN ! Jnst rub it on. One tria l trill convince you . Sold 
by your druggist or general store or b y  our representatives. 
Price 60c. Send fo r  generous FREE SAMPLE. N a tio n a l 
R e m e d y  C o ., 5 3 0  W a s h in g to n  S t.  D e p t. 7 8 ,  N e w  Y o rk . .
A gen ts W anted. W rite for liberal term s. Free

Prem ium s, etc.

A P E R F E C T  L O O K IN G  NOSE
Can Easily Be Yours

T r a d o s  M o d el N o . 2 5  corrects now all ill-shaped nosea 
quickly, painlessly, permanently and comfortably at home. 
It is the only nos< shaping appliance o f precise adjustment 
and a safe and guaranteed patent device that will actually 
give you a perfect looking nose. Over 90,000 satisfied 
users. For years recommended by physicians.. 16 years 
of experience in manufacturing Nose Shapers is at your 
service. M od el 2 5  J u n io r  fo r  c h ild r e n . Write for testi
monials and free booklet, which tells you how to obtain 
a perfect looking nose.

M. TRILETY, Pioneer Noseshaping Specialist 
Dept. 3025 Binghamton, N. Y.

Fascinating question and answer method. Used 
in High Schools. Every subject covered. Easy 

terms. Certificate awarded. Write for free folder. 
HIGH SCHOOL HOM E STU D Y BUREAU, In c . 

i D ept. 642) 31 U nion  S q u a re  N e w  Y o rlt C ity

P ictu re  P la y
The Best Magazine of 

the Screen
j

P rice, 2 S  C en ts P er C o p y  j

Piczse mention this magazine

E A R L E  E. L IE D E R M A N , T h e  M u scle  B u ilder
A u th o r  o f  " M u s c le  B u i l d i n g , "  " S c i e n c e  o f  W r e a tlin tr .’ ’

'*Secrets o f  Strength," “ Here’s Health,”  **Endurance,”  etc.

The M an I Pity M ost
POOR OLD .TONES. No one had any use for him. No one 

respected him. He just lived on. A poor worn out imitation 
of a man, doing his sorry best to get on in the world. If lie had 
realized just one thing, he could have made good. He might have 
been a brilliant success. ,

There are thousands of men like Jones. They, too, could be 
happy, successful, respected and loved. But they can’ t seem to real
ize the one big fact—that practically everything worth while living 
for depends upon STRENGTH— upon live, he-man muscle.

Everything you do depends upon strength. When you are ill 
the strength in those big muscles pull you through. At the office, 
in the farm fields, or on the tennis courts, you’ ll find your suc
cess generally depends upon your muscular development.

H e re ’s a  S h ort-cu t to  S trength  a n d  S u ccess  
But, you say, “ It takes years to build my body up to the point 

where it will equal those of athletic champions.”  It does if you 
go about it without any system, but there’ s a scientific short-cut. 

3 0  D a y s  is A ll  I N eed
In just 30 days I can do things with your body you never thought 

possible. With just a few minutes work every morning, I will add
one full inch of real, live muscle to each of your arms, and two
whole inches across your chest. Many of my pupils have gained 
more than that, but I GUARANTEE to do at least that much for 
you in one short month. Your neck will grow shapely, your shoul
ders begin to broaden. You'll find people turning around when you 
pass. Women will want to know you. Your boss will treat you
with a new respect. Your friends will wonder what has come over
you. You’ ll look ten years younger, and you’ ll feel like it, too.

I S tren gth en  T h o se  In n er O rga n s T o o
But I ’ m not through with you. I want ninety days_ in all to 

do the job right, and then all I ask is that you stand in front of 
your mirror and look yourself over.

What a marvelous change! Those streat squared shoulders 1 
That pair of huge, lithe arms! Those firm, shapely legs! Yes, 
sir. They are yours, and they are there to stay. You’ ll be just 
as fit inside as you are out, too, because I work on your 
heart, your liver—all of your inner organs, strengthening and ex
ercising them. Yes indeed, life can give you a greater thrill 
than you ever dreamed. But, remember, the only sure road to 
health, strength and happiness always demands action. W rite  now! 

IT IS F R E E —Send for My New 64-page Book
“ M U S C U L A R  D E V E L O P M E N T ”

It contains forty-eight full-page photographs of myself and some 
of the many prize-winning pupils I have trained. Some of these 
came to me as pitiful weaklings, imploring me to help them. 
Look them over now and you will marvel at their present physiques. 
This will not obligate you at all, but for the sake of your future 
health and happiness do not put it off. Send today.
E A R LE  E. L IE D E R M A N . Dept. 402, 305 Broadway, New York City

I Earle E. Liederman. Dept. 402, 305 Broadway, New York C ity  !I Dear Sir: Without any obligation on my part whatever j
please send me a copy of your latest book, “ Muscular Develop- | 

I ment.”
j Name ...........................................................................................................  *

I Street ........................................................................................................... .

C i t y .........................................................State .............
(Please write or print plainly.)

when answering advertisements
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MEET THESE GOOD PALS
Here are some thrilling novels costing but seventy-five cents apiece, any one o f which 

is guaranteed to give you the best o f good reading of the sort you prefer. These stories o f 
romance, mystery, adventure, detectives, and the Great West appear for the first time between 
book covers. They are not reprints o f old novels.

Powdered Proof
A  D etective Story

B y M A D E L E IN E  S H A R P S  B U C H A N A N
When little Nancy Barnes was found dead, 

beside the pool o f the Dahlgren Country Club, 
suspicion was evenly apportioned among several 
o f the club members, and a notorious robber. 
W ho did it?

The Girl from Shanty Creek
A  Western Story

B y E M  A R T  K IN S B U R N
In spite o f  the efforts o f  a desperate gang to 

follow him and learn the secret o f his gold, 
Sim Fannan always succeeded in giving them the 
slip. And when his secret was in real danger 
Kathleen Dancy helped him out.

Petals of Cathay
A n  Adventure Story

B y JO SE P H  M O N T A G U E
A  strange mission, the search o f a priceless 

talisman, led “ King” Keeler into the wilds of 
Tibet. Through the mysterious channels o f  the 
forbidden Orient he slipped, at enormous peril 
to himself.

The Outlaw Tamer
A  Western Story

B y D A V ID  M A N N IN G
A  lot o f  men called “ Sandy”  Sweyn a half

wit— because he was different from themselves. 
But follow the adventures o f this lad who had 
such an uncanny gift o f understanding animals, 
and see for yourself!

Mr. Clackworthy, Con Man
A  D etective  Story

By C H R IS T O P H E R  B . B O O T H
A droll pair indeed, are this Mr. Clackworthy 

and his roughneck henchman, James Early, alias 
“ The Early B ird !” Their exploits are masterly 
revelations o f1 the bunko game as played by 
experts.

Alias the Thunderbolt
A  D etective Story

B y J O H N S T O N  M cC U L L E Y
John Flatchley, with the aid o f Saggs, an 

underworld waif, bewilders the police in an 
effort to recover a large sum o f stolen money 
from his uncle’s former partners and restore it 
to the rightful owners.
7 5  Cents a Volum e

W olf Country
A n Adventure Story

B y  S T A N L E Y  S H A W
In the remote northern wilderness o f Ungava 

Peninsula, the lives o f Neal Trevana, his wife 
Alice, and the mysterious wolfer, Jack Davidge, 
became entangled in a curious skein o f  thrilling 
intrigue.

The Sunset Trail
A  W estern Story

B y  JO SE P H  M O N T A G U E
A  caravan o f  red-topped prairie schooners 

with the magic word “ California” painted on the 
canvas, set out to cross the plains from Fort 
Independence, and reach the promised land be
yond. A  tale o f the picturesque pioneers o f 
early Western fame.

The White Rook
A  D etective Story

| B y  H U G H  M c N A IR  K A H L E R
A  master cracksman, who made a laughing

stock o f the police, and will delight lovers o f  
mystery spiced with a dash o f  humor, is the 
clever “ White Rook.”

"H ell Bent” Harrison
A  W estern Story

B y A . T .  L O C K E
Being a star rider and roper in the corral o f  

a ranch and performing in a circus are two very 
different things, but “ Hell Bent” Harrison made 
a big hit with both.

W ho Dares?
A n Adventure Story

B y  L O R I N G  B R E N T
T o  Jimmy Webb, adventurer and mining en

gineer, the ad, for one who dared, had a special 
appeal, for he had been informed in a mysterious 
manner that it held the key to the secret o f his 
father’s violent death.

The Canyon of Conflict
A  W estern Story

B y G E O R G E  C . SH ED D
When Mark Pitkin’s water rights of a valley 

down in Turquoise Canyon in the Humberto 
Mountains o f  New Mexico, were disputed, he 
decide to fight—hard.

A t Your Bookseller’s

CHELSEA HOUSE, Publishers :: 79 Seventh Avenue, New York

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements
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S a n e  Size as

$7 a *875
F O U N T A IN

P E N S
No better materi
als or workman
ship in pens cost

ing many times 
its price

That hard smooth 
hall-like 14.kt. gold, 
point which makes 
possible writing in 
ink, over coarsest
ftaper, as rapid- 
y as with 

softest 
lead 
pencils

TH E N EW  IMPROVED

' “ PENCIL POINTED PEN”
The Perfect W riting 

Instrument
Writes w ith  ink free  and easy as a lead 
pencil w ithout a m iss, skip o r  blur. Won t 
blot, scratch, leak or soil hands. You’ll never 
use a fountain pen once you try an Inkograph. 
No complicated mechanism to get out o f order.

lO DAYS FREE TRIAL

$ 1 : 5 2

MAKES 3 to 4 
“CARBON COPIES 

'W ith  O riginal in Ink
"’Patent Automatic 14-kt. Gold 

Peed prevents c log g in g -stea d y  
uniform flow o f  ink actually improves 

” y ou r  handwriting. Any one can write with 
your Inkograph —no style o f  writing can 
bend, spread, distort, or injure its 14-kt] 
gold point. Inkograph is also made in smaller] 
size with ring on cap for  men’s watch chain 
or ladies’ soutoir.

DEALERS—Send for Catalog
199-389 Centre Street, N ew  Y ork

^  Sell i'nkographs, make bigger profits, more 'sales, without investment. Quicker commissions, popular
V 3T X V  -1-w- JL prices, no collecting, no competition. Send for an Inkograph or write for special sales plan booklet.

SEND NO M ONEY
Pay postman $1.50 plus postage or sent pre
paid if  remittance accompanies order. Year’s 
guarantee certificate assures absolute satis
faction. Money back i f  not satisfied within 
leu days.

IN K O G R A P H  CO ., Inc.

P I C T U R E  P
On sale at all news stands

The Best Magazine 
o f the Screen 

PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS PER COPY

Free Proof That
WAISTLINE FAT

Can Be Quickly Reduced
—without drugs, diets or exercises

IN ST E A D  o f wasting your time— instead of 
risking your health by weakening diets, ex
hausting exercises and pill-taking, in an effort 

to get rid of bulging waistline fat— try the popular 
Weil Reducing Belt for 10 days—at our expense.

Made o f scientifically treated rubber, it causes 
a gentle, unnoticed massage action as it comes 
in contact with flabby flesh. So that with every 
move you make unwanted fat is being moulded 
away—and kept away for  good— and at a fraction 
of the price charged by expert masseurs.

L o o k  T h in n e r  In sta n tly !
Take your waist measurement before and after this 

Free 10-Day Trial. N ote . the difference in inches. 
Feel the improvement in your general condition. A c
cording to the terms o f our absolute guarantee, you 
must be thoroughly satisfied with the results secured 
- -or you pay nothing.

Please mention this magazine

C o u p o n  B rin gs F ree  D eta ils
W rite us at once and you will receive our Special 

10-Day Trial offer— a detailed description of this most 
successful reducing method, the principles of which 
are highly endorsed by leading physicians and pro
fessional athletes everywhere. For the sake of your 
health and appearance take advantage o f this offer at 
once. Send no money. W rite now*. The Weil Com
pany, 4811 Hill Street, New Haven, Conn.

T H E  W E IL  C O M P A N Y ,
4 8 1 1  H ill S treet, N ew  H a v en , C on n .

Gentlemen : Please send me complete description
of the Weil Scientific Reducing Belt and also your 
Special 10-Day Trial Offer.
Name..............................................................................................
A ddress..............................................................................
C i t y ....................................................S t a t e ...............................

when answering advertisements
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(of which more than 1 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
have been sold)

So positive are we that you 
will find Merke Derma Vials 
o f wonderful help in. ending 
dandruff and falling hair, and 
in stimulating new hair growth, 
that we offer you PROOF 
without obligation. Simply 
mail coupon for one regular 
25c vial A B S O L U T E L Y  
F R E E .

H e rm e tic a lly  S ea led

New Liquid Kills Germs That 
Cause Dandruff And Falling Hair

S TOP worrying about hair troubles— dandruff, fa ll
ing hair, approaching baldness! Here is a new 

kind o f liquid, hermetically sealed in vials, that is 
ending dandruff and falling hair, and growing new 
hair for  thousands everywhere.

This new treatment, perfected by the Allied Merke 
Institutes, Inc., F ifth Avenue, New York, is based on 
countless experiments which prove that in an enor
mous number o f cases hair troubles are caused by 
tiny parasitical germs.

These germs work down into the roots o f the hair 
and render them dormant— inactive. As a result, 
with the roots unable to supply their vital nourish
ment, the hair soon becomes dry, brittle, lifeless—  
and begins to fa ll out.

Ordinary treatments fa il because they merely treat 
the surface skin and have little or no effect on the 
harmful -bacteria embedded below the surface. But 
this new treatment, called Merke Derma Vials, pene
trates beneath the surface— kills the infecting germs 
—carries off the unhealthy scaly substances Which 
cause dandruff and fa lling hair— at the same time 
promoting a healthy circulation which supplies the 
dormant hair roots with the life-giving nourishment 
they so sorely need.

Extensive laboratory tests by one of the world’s 
foremost research laboratories concluded with a re
port from  which we quote: “ The results indicate that 
the tonic hilled the test organism (bacteria) in less 
than three minutes. The results also indicate that

the tonic is capable of penetrating and preventing 
the growth o f the test organism (bacteria ).”

FREE—One regular 25-cent vial
Thousands o f people from  coast to coast are discov

ering Merke Derm’a Vials-—the secret o f new, lus
trous, healthy hair. Now we welcome this convincing 
test. Simply take advantage o f our generous free 
offer explained in the panel above, use Merke Derma 
Vial liquid yourself and see how remarkably helpful 
it is in ending dandruff and falling hair. Sign and 
mail coupon TODAY. Allied Merke Institutes, Inc., 
Dept. D-422, 512 F ifth Avenue, New York City.

Allied Merke Institutes, Inc.,
Dept. D-422, 512 F ifth  Avenue,
New York City

I'm  willing to be convinced— without obligation on my Dart. 
Please send me one of the regular 25c Merke Derma Yials abso
lutely FREE and tell me how to use it.

Name

Address

City ........ ............................. ........................State

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements



The Best Fiction in Cloth Binding at 75 Cents a Volume

CHELSEA
Popular

HOUSE
Copyrights

Go with These Chelsea House Books to the Far West, the South 
Seas, the North Seas, All Around the World.

These latest titles from Chelsea House transport you to lands of mystery, romance and ad
venture, along the great fiction trail. Ask your dealer to-day for these popular-priced novels.

THE HOUSE 
o f  CARSON
By Arthur Mallory

A  Mystery Story

As gripping a mystery 
story as has appeared be
tween book covers for many 
a day is this tale of a man 
ridden by a strange fear. 
What was it that haunted 

him? Why should he scream aloud at the sight 
of an abandoned car by the roadside? If you like 
to use your wits as you read, here is a beautifully 
baffling novel.

THE MOUNTAIN FUGITIVE
By David Manning

A  Western Story
The author takes you far away into the primitive 

desert country of the Southwest where you meet 
up with a good “ bad man” in the person of Leon 
Porfilo, an outstanding character in modern fiction, 
a man whose adventures you will follow with 
breathless interest.

SILVER SPURS
By Joseph Montague

A  Western Story
From the m om ent that 

“ Dixie” Tyler rides noncha
lantly into a red-hot shooting 
fray, things happen with a 
rush. Here is an epic of a man 
who loved the old riding, 
roving life of the ranges, a 
crackajack yarn of the cattle country of the great 
Southwest.

FLUID o f  
THE SUN

By Clair Lombard
A  Story o f  the B ig  Timber
The struggle of a young 

engineer against the forces 
of nature and the stubborn
ness of man. A  breath
taking novel of the new 
“ super-power” that comes 
from falling water out in the great timber country. 
A  story that you won’t put down until you have 
read it through to the end.

THE TELLTALE PRINT
By Christopher B. Booth

A  Detective Story
One of the most enthralling stories to come 

from the pen of this master of mystery, wherein 
is introduced the novelty of an ordinary police 
detective who is not dumb. His solution of a 
murder makes a quick-paced narrative that takes 
the reader off his feet.

BANDIT’S
HONOR

By David Manning
A  Western Story

Here is a man fighting his 
way back to an honorable 
position in society. Most 
men’s hands are against him; 
he has a few loyal friends.
His heroic struggle against 
odds will win you over to him, heart and soul— 
all set against a real Western background.

\ T  '“ L
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Dav’id Manning'

CHELSEA HOUSE, Publishers :: 79 Seventh Avenue, New York



Camel
The cigarette that leads 

by billions

Just to state a great truth 
in another way—Camel is 
so exactly what so many 
smokers want that no 
other brand is even a 

close second.

If all cigarettes were as good as 
Camel you wouldn’ t hear any
thing about special treatments 
to make cigarettes good for the 
throat. Nothing takes the place 

of choice tobaccos.

O  1927, R . J. Reynolds T obacco 
Com pany, Winston-Salem, N. C.
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